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Wisconsin Biography 


HON. WALTER SAMUEL GOODLAND, a lawyer by profession, a 
newspaper publisher through choice and governor of Wisconsin 
through vote of the people, having been elected lieutenant governor 
and then succeeding to the higher office at the death of Governor-elect 
Loomis, is, at the age of eighty-two years devoting his attention to 
administrative direction of the affairs of the state, coming to the 
office with previous wide experience in matters relating to the public 
welfare. One of Wisconsin’s native sons, he was born in Sharon, 
December 22, 1862, a son of Judge John and Carolina Melissa (Clark) 
Goodland. His father, who was born in Taunton, Somersetshire, Eng- 
land, August 10, 1831, was a son of William and Abigail (Harmon) 
Goodland, of Somersetshire, where William was a wholesale and retail 
coal dealer. 

A resident of his native land to the age of eighteen years, Judge 
Goodland then sought the opportunities of the new world, becoming 
a resident of Oneida County, New York. He was employed along 
diversified lines in the Empire State until 1854, when he removed to 
Walworth County, Wisconsin. He had acquired a liberal education 
in England and in this state took up the profession of teaching, which 
he followed for about a decade, but then sought what he believed 
would give him broader opportunities by entering the employ of the 
Chicago & North Western Railroad Company in Chicago. When two 
and a half years had there passed he entered upon a seven year period 
as station agent in Appleton, Wisconsin, where in 1874 he turned 
his attention to the insurance business. While thus engaged he devoted 
his leisure moments to the study of law and had qualified for legal 
practice in 1878, in which year he was admitted to practice in the 
Wisconsin courts and formed a partnership with Lyman E. Barnes. 
His clientele steadily increased with the passing years, and at the 
same time he was becoming well known as a factor in the public life 
of the community, which recognized his ability and his fidelity in 
citizenship and called him to public office. After serving for three 
years as city assessor he was elected district attorney of Outagamie 
County in 1888 and public endorsement of his course came in a re- 
election in 1890. The following year he was called to the bench, being 
elected judge of the Tenth judicial district of Wisconsin, but before 
the time came for his induction into office Judge George H. Meyers 
died, leaving a vacancy on the bench, so that Governor Peck appointed 
him to serve in the interim until the time came for him to fill the 
bench through the mandate of the electors. At each election period 
after that he was again the choice of the people until his service as 
judge of the Tenth district had covered a quarter of a century. He 
had always supported the Democratic party and fraternally was a 
Mason. He died May 14, 1919, having for about twenty-five years 
survived his wife, who passed away in 1894. They were the parents 
of nine children, of whom the Governor is the sixth, the others being: 
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John, a resident of Appleton; Abigail; Mary, who became the wife 
of J. H. Woehler, of Oshkosh; Edith, the wife of F. D. Bartlett, of 
Milwaukee; Emma, who died in childhood; William; Edward; and 
Fayette. 

After attending the public schools of Appleton and spending a 
year as a student in Lawrence College there, Governor Goodland took 
up the proféssion of teaching, which he followed in the rural schools 
of that area for about five years. Deciding to make the practice of ° 
law his life work, he pursued his preliminary reading under the 
direction of his father until he was admitted to the bar on March 9, 
1886. He practiced for a time in Wakefield, Michigan, and while 
there established the Wakefield Bulletin, which he published for about 
a year. His interest in journalism led him to abandon the law and 
give his attention to newspaper publication for many ensuing. years 
and he became well known in that field. In March, 1888, he founded 
the Ironwood Times at Ironwood, Michigan, remaining its owner and 
publisher until May, 1895. In that year President Cleveland appointed 
him postmaster at Ironwood, a position he filled for the following 
three years. 

Returning to Wisconsin, Governor Goodland became part owner 
and the publisher of the Daily News of Beloit, and in the spring of 
1900 removed to Racine, taking over the Racine Times as its editor 
and publisher. When that paper was merged with the Racine Daily 
Call under the name of the Racine Times-Call, he continued as man- 
ager until 1915, when he was elected to the presidency of the Call 
Publishing Company. Here again he had been called upon for public 
service, Teak been elected mayor of the city in 1911 for a four 
year term, during which he greatly promoted municipal interests in 
the matter of public improvements and the development of the public 
welfare, as well as in the matter of economic administration. In 1912 
he had been made a delegate to the Republican National Convention 
and again served in that capacity in 1928. For twelve years he was 
president of the Racine city water commission and in 1926 he took 
his seat as a member of the State Senate, continuing in the office 
through the regular four year term and through the succeeding four 
year period through reelection. He was elected lieutenant governor 
of Wisconsin in 1988 and again in 1940, and upon the death of 
Governor-elect Loomis, who had been chosen as the chief executive 
of the state on the Progressive ticket, having defeated Governor Heil, 
Mr. Goodland was sworn into office and is now presiding over the 
affairs of the commonwealth. 

Governor Goodland has long adhered to the Episcopalian faith 
and he is likewise a loyal follower of the teachings of Masonry, having 
been affiliated with the order for many years. On the 26th of April, 
1883, Governor Goodland married Christena Lewis, who departed 
this life November 24, 1896, leaving two daughters and two sons: 
Mary Caroline; John James; Rudyard Lewis; and Doris Martha, who 
is the wife of Earl Roethke. On the 17th of February, 1898, the 
Governor wedded Annie Lewis, whose death occurred December 3, 
1930. Their only child, Clarice, is now the wife of George Kimpel. 
The Governor’s third marriage was with Mrs. M. A. Risney, nee 
Roache, on the 7th of January, 1983. Through the successive steps 
of school teaching, law practice, newspaper publication, office holding 
and farming, Governor Goodland has reached his present position, 
having in every relation measured up to high standards, and with 
the same firm purpose and ideals he has entered upon the control of 
the public interest of his native state, resolved in every way to meet 
his obligations to his fellow citizens. 
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ROBERT MARION LA FOLLETTE, six years a representative in Con- 
gress, five years governor of Wisconsin and nineteen and a half years 
United States senator, was the dominating influence in the political 
life of Wisconsin for a generation. He was born of pioneer parents 
in the township of Primrose, Dane County, Wisconsin, June 14, 1855, 
a descendant on his paternal side of an old French Huguenot family, 
on his maternal side of Scotch-Irish derivation. As his ancestors had 
removed from France to the Channel islands, the first La Follettes did 
not come to America under French auspices. Pre-Revolutionary 
records show a La Follette had settled in New Jersey some time pre- 
vious to 1760. Others came during the Revolution, some, according 
to tradition, serving with LaFayette. In the course of a century the 
various families moved with the tide of emigration westward through 
Virginia, Kentucky, Indiana and Illinois, with one group of La Fol- 
lette brothers locating in Dane County, Wisconsin, in 1849 and 1850. 
The future senator’s father, Josiah La Follette, was quickly elected 
town ¢lerk and chairman, but died in February, 1856, a victim of 
pioneer hardships, when Robert was only eight months old. There 
were also three older children, one by an earlier marriage. In 1862 
his mother remarried and the family removed to Argyle, Lafayette 
County, but in 18738, with his mother again widowed, the family 
moved to Madison. In 1875 he entered the University of Wisconsin, 
graduating in 1879. A gifted speaker and actor from childhood, he 
won signal honors for himself and the university in his senior year 
by winning an interstate oratorical contest. After graduation he 
entered the University law school, and in February, 1880, he passed 
the state bar examination and at once opened an office in Madison. 
The same year he was elected district attorney of Dane County, to 
which office he was reelected in 1882. In 1884 he was elected to 
Congress, being the youngest member of that body. He remained in 
Congress until 1891, winning the high distinction of appointment to 
the ways and means committee in his last term. William McKinley, 
as chairman, assigned him to a number of important schedules on 
farm and industrial products. 

Retiring from Congress, he formed a law firm, La Follette, Harper, 
Roe & Zimmerman, which was very successful, but which was dis- 
solved in 1894 in order that La Follette might give more time to a 
reform movement in Wisconsin. In lectures before the universities 
of Michigan and Chicago and before state agricultural societies he 
urged primary elections and other reforms to overthrow the “ma- 
chines” in state elections. 

Organizing an insurgent movement in his own party, he made 
three spirited campaigns for the governorship, twice as a candidate 
himself—in 1896 and 1898—but met defeat until 1900 when he swept 
down all opposition and received a unanimous nomination, followed 
by election. He was the first native-born governor elected in Wis- 
consin. 

La Follette was reelected in 1902 and 1904. His administrations 
were marked by fierce intra-party warfare such as the state had never 
before known and covered an epochal period in state political history. 
It was a revolution in which the conservative elements and reform 
forces were locked in a death struggle, which was to result in a 
complete defeat of the so-called “old regime” and the inauguration of 
sweeping reform in legislation. The chief reforms demanded by 
Governor La Follette were primary elections, increased taxation of 
corporations and regulation of railroad rates and practices. All 
these reforms were finally brought about, together with many others 
in the interest of better government. 
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In the middle of his third term La Follette was elected United 
States senator to succeed Senator Joseph V. Quarles, but postponed 
taking his new seat until his term ended and his reform legislation had 
been firmly established. He took his seat in the senate January 4, 1906. 
La Follette did his most shining and constructive work as governor 
of Wisconsin. Ordinarily governors are content to leave legislation 
to lawmakers, but provisions calling for reports on the “‘state of the 
union” and similar provisions applicable to states, gave La Follette 
opportunity to press his program to a victorious conclusion, even in 
the face of hostile legislatures that contested it bitterly throughout. 
This was particularly shown in the bitter campaign of 1904 when 
appeal was made by the opposition to the National Republican Con- 
vention and the state courts to deny the legality of La Follette’s 
nomination. 

In the senate La Follette quickly won a position of influence 
through his experience as governor. He soon became the accepted 
leader of an insurgent group contesting with the old guard Repub- 
licans for more liberal legislation in the interests of the common 
people. Thus he led the great fight made upon the Payne-Aldrich 
tariff bill under the administration of President Taft in 1910-11. 
During his years as governor and later as senator, La Follette was 
a popular chautauqua attraction and made extensive lecturing tours, 
speaking in behalf of good government and helping to bring about the 
defeat of reactionary colleagues through a reading of his famous 
“rolleall” on them. 

Senator La Follette was reelected in 1910, 1916 and 1922, and he 
was three times an avowed candidate for president, in 1908, 1912 
and 1924. At the Republican National Convention in Chicago in 1912 
the rapidly shifting developments of the time brought the party nomi- 
nation nearer to him than at any other time. But the hopes of La 
Follette and his friends were blasted by the candidacy of former 
President Theodore Roosevelt, who had fallen out with his protege 
and successor, President Taft, and sought to displace him himself. 

The most tragic and dramatic episode in La Follette’s senate 
career came with the entrance of America into the World War in TOL Ts 
A small group of senators and representatives, of which he was re- 
garded as the head and front, strongly opposed American participa- 
tion in the war with Germany and its allies. For this Senator La 
Follette, in particular, was subjected to unmeasured criticism in the 
press; he was expelled from various organizations and a resolution 
for his expulsion from the senate was introduced, but after a year was 
permitted to die in the senate. 

While often urged to become an independent or third party can- 
didate for president, he declined to do so until 1924 when he became 
the independent candidate of the Conference for Political Action in 
national convention at Cleveland, Ohio. United States Senator Burton 
K. Wheeler of Montana was named for vice president. A spirited 
campaign was conducted by La Follette and his supporters and a 
total of 4,822,856 votes was given the independent ticket, chiefly 
from twelve northwestern states, with La Follette winning the elec- 
toral vote of only his own state of Wisconsin. In the twelve north- 
western and western states referred to, he received thirty-seven per 
cent of the vote cast, while Coolidge, Republican, had fifty-one and 
Davis, Democrat, had twelve. 

La Follette received his greatest popular vindication in the election 
of 1922, when he received more than three-fourths of all the votes cast 
in the senatorial election. Of the 470,819 votes cast, La Follette 
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received 379,494; Jesse Jack Hooper, Democrat, 78,029; scattering, 
13,296. 

In 1923 La Follette had made a hurried trip to Europe, with sev- 
eral members of his family, his first trip abroad. A severe cold 
contracted on the trip weakened him and the ordeal of the campaign 
of 1924 further impaired his health and caused a decline which ended 
in his death June 18, 1925, three days after the passing of his 
seventieth birthday. His funeral, held from the state capitol at 
Madison, was unequalled in state history in popular interest, in 
expressions of sorrow at his passing, together with tributes to his 
character and his work. Since his death a tributory custom has 
sprung up among his followers of holding memorial services at his 
grave ‘each year on the Sunday nearest his birthday. 

Mr. La Follette was married December 31, 1881, to Miss Belle 
Case, of Baraboo, also a graduate of the University, in 1879, and a 
graduate of the University college of law, class of 1885, first Wis- 
consin woman to receive a law degree from the University. They had 
four children: Fola La Follette, New York; Robert Marion La Fol- 
lette Jr.; Philip Fox La Follette, Madison, and Mary La Follette 
Sucher, Washington. Mrs. La Follette was born April 21, 1859, and 
died in Washington August 18, 1931, aged seventy-two. 


HON. ALEXANDER WILEY. Studying law in early manhood in 
preparation for a professional career, Alexander Wiley is now one of 
the nation’s lawmakers and is winning wide recognition and distinc- 
tion in his second term’s service by his fearless and outspoken defense 
of those measures which he deems of vital worth to the country. His 
home is in Chippewa Falls, where he was born May 26, 1884, a son of 
Alex and Sophia (Ekern) Wiley. He comes of Norwegian. ancestry 
and until his election to the United States Senate remained a con- 
tinuous resident of his native city. After spending two years as a 
student in Augsburg College of Minneapolis, Minnesota, he entered the 
University of Michigan Law School, where he remained from 1904 
until 1906. He received his Bachelor of Laws degree, however, from 
the University of Wisconsin in 1907 and in the same year was ad- 
mitted to the bar. 

Opening an office in Chippewa Falls, where he has since practiced, 
he was chosen district attorney in 1909 and thus served Chippewa 
County for six years. Outside of his association with legal and po- 
litical interests he is the owner and operator of a farm in his native 
county and formerly served as a director of the First National Bank of 
Chippewa Falls. 

His interest in politics dates from his early manhood and recog- 
nition of his fitness for leadership led to his election in 1938 as 
United States senator from Wisconsin for the term extending from 
1939 to 1945. In the fall of 1944 he was again the choice of his state 
and is now serving the second term, in which he is rendering impor- 
tant committee service. He serves as ranking minority member of the 
Senate judiciary committee and as a member of the foreign relations, 
commerce, claims and rules committees. While on the floor of the 
upper House he is fearless, forceful and logical in the expression of 
his opinions, and the Republican party has always found him a worthy 
and loyal representative. The nature and breadth of his interests are 
indicated in his membership in the American Bar Association, the 
Wisconsin University Alumni Association and in various fraternal 
organizations. In Masonry he has attained the Knight Templar and 
thirty-second degrees and he belongs to the Benevolent and Protective 
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Order of Elks, the Knights of Pythias and the Scandinavian American 
Fraternity. He is affiliated with the Kiwanis of Chippewa Falls and 
in the year 1933 was the governor of Wisconsin-Upper Michigan 
Kiwanis International. 

On the 25th of November, 1909, Senator Wiley married Miss May 
Jenkins, and they have a family of three daughters and a son: 
Elizabeth May, now the wife of G. Stanley Joslin; Marshall Alexan- 
der; Rose Mary, now the wife of Philip D. Bradley Jr.; and Winifred 
Jean, the wife of Harold Wilde. ‘The permanent residence of Senator 
and Mrs. Wiley is at 420 West Willow Street in Chippewa Falls. 


BERTHOLD JUNEAU HUSTING, a member of the Milwaukee bar, was 
born in Mayville, Wisconsin, March 6, 1878, a son of John Pierre 
and Mary Magdalene (Juneau) Husting. The father was brought 
to America from Luxembourg by his parents in 1855. He was a 
jeweler by trade and during the tenure of President Cleveland he 
was appointed postmaster of Mayville. Subsequently he was elected 
city treasurer. The mother was a daughter of Solomon Juneau, one 
of the pioneer residents of Milwaukee. 

Berthold J. Husting received the LL.B. degree from the University 
of Wisconsin with the class of 1900. From his early youth he was 
interested in baseball and other sports. For four seasons, 1899 to 
1902, he was a professional ball player, being a pitcher on the Mil- 
waukee team when it was a member of the American League. Later 
he was with the Pittsburgh and Boston American League clubs and 
with Connie Mack’s first pennant-winning Athletics of Philadelphia. 

Being admitted to the bar in 1900, Mr. Husting began practicing 
his profession in Fond du Lac in 1902. From 1915 to 1933 he was 
associated with his brothers, the late United States Senator Paul O. 
Husting, Bonduel A. and Gustav B., under the firm style of Husting 
& Husting, at Mayville and Fond du Lac. In 1933 he was appointed 
United States district attorney for the eastern district of Wisconsin, 
a position which he ably filled for almost twelve years. Since April, 
1944, he has engaged in private practice at Mayville. He is a strong 
and forceful member of the bar with a comprehensive knowledge of 
legal principles and with analytical power that enables him to cor- 
rectly apply these principles to the points at issue. His name has 
been associated with the trial of many important cases, among them 
Sharon versus the Winnebago Manufacturing Company, heard in 1910 
and reported in 141 Wisconsin, 185; Theresa Village Mutual Fire In- 
surance Company versus the Wisconsin Central Railway, tried in 
1911 and reported in 144 Wisconsin, 321; the State versus Adelmeyer 
(221 Wisconsin, 246), tried in 1936; and the numerous and famous 
Horicon Marsh cases. The number of favorable verdicts he has won 
testify to his ability in analyzing and presenting his cause and the 
soundness of his deductions. 

Mr. Husting was a member of the county board of Fond du Lac 
County from 1910 to 1914 and of Dodge County from 1926 to 
1931 and is president of the Dodge County Bar Association. He has 
always been a stanch supporter of the Democratic party and was 
chairman of the Democratic county committee of Fond du Lac County 
and in 1932 was a delegate to the national convention. He was a 
candidate for the office of lieutenant governor of Wisconsin in 1930 
and also for the United States Congress in 1932. He has membership 
in the Delta Tau Delta fraternity and is an honorary member of the 
Milwaukee W Club of the University of Wisconsin and of the Lions 
Club of Mayville. 
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Mr. Husting was married August 27, 1902, to Miss Agnes Julia 
Sternberger. They have three children: Suzanne Madeline, now the 
wife of Ralph B. Wackman; Jakob, a special agent of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation; and Constance Agnes, now the wife of 
First Lieutenant John W. Carlson. The family home is in Mayville, 
where Mr. Husting spends much of his leisure time in gardening and 
during the season he greatly enjoys duck hunting. 


Max WELLINGTON BABB, who at the time of his death March 13, 
1948, was chairman of the board of Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing 
Company, had been identified with that great industrial enterprise 
for thirty-nine years, having previously served as vice president for 
nineteen years and later as president for about a decade. 

Mr. Babb was born in Mount Pleasant, lowa, July 28, 1874. His 
father, Washington Irving Babb, was born in Des Moines County, 
Iowa, a son of Miles and Mary (Moyer) Babb, on October 2, 1844, 
and died in Aurora, Illinois, September 9, 1925. His wife, Alice 
(Bird) Babb, a native of Mount Pleasant, Iowa, was a daughter of 
Doctor Bird, a physician of Mount Pleasant. Mrs. Babb was one of 
the organizers of the P.E.O. Society. In 1863 Washington I. Babb 
enlisted for service in the Union Army of the Civil. War, becoming 
a member of the Eighth Iowa Volunteer Cavalry, with which he 
served until 1865. Attending the Iowa Wesleyan University at 
Mount Pleasant, he won his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1866, and 
that of Master of Arts in 1869, while in 1898 his alma mater con- 
ferred on him the degree of Doctor of Laws, which degree he also 
received from the University of Iowa in 1907. After qualifying for 
the bar he had practiced at Mount Pleasant until 1906 and had taken 
an active part in the public affairs of the state, serving as a member 
of the Legislature in 1884 and as judge of the Second judicial district 
of Iowa from 1891 until 1895. He was also a regent of the University 
of Iowa from 1898 until 1906, and was a trustee of the lowa Wesleyan 
University from 1873 until 1925. In 1906 he removed to Aurora, 
Illinois, where he was president of the Western Wheel Scraper 
Company. 

Max W. Babb won his Bachelor of Arts degree at the lowa 
Wesleyan University in 1895 and was graduated from the University 
of Michigan with the class of 1897. Thirty years later lowa Wesleyan 
conferred on him the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws. He began 
practice in association with his father as a member of the firm of 
Babb & Babb, remaining at Mount Pleasant from 1897 until 1904, 
when he went to Chicago as attorney for Allis-Chalmers. 

In 1905 he removed to Milwaukee to become general counsel for 
the company and from 19138 until 1932 was both vice president and 
general counsel. In the latter year he was elected to the presidency 
of the Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Company, which engaged in 
the manufacture of farm‘and road machinery, electrical and milling 
machinery, mining, metallurgical. and contracting machinery, power 
transmission machinery, farm implements tractors, and steam and 
electrical turbines, their extensive and varied equipment justifying 
their slogan ‘“Equipment engineers to industry.” 

Mr. Babb also became a Class B director of the Chicago Federal 
Reserve Bank in 1930. Class B represents the interests of commerce, 
agriculture or industry in the various Reserve districts and the 
individual must be actively engaged in business and is elected by 
the member banks. Mr. Babb also served on the directorate of the 
American Hydraulic Corporation and the Conduit Electric Manu- 
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facturing Company and was vice president and a director of Allis- 
Chalmers-Rumley, Ltd., of Canada. He was also a trustee member 
of the executive committee of the Northwestern Mutual Life Insur- 
ance Company. a 

His public activities included six years’ service as chairman of 
the finance committee and eight years as director of the United States 
Chamber of Commerce and he was national counselor and chairman 
of the national affairs committee of the Milwaukee Association of 
Commerce from 1930 until his death. He likewise served as a mem- 
ber of the draft board, Wisconsin 1, during the first World War. His 
political allegiance was given to the Republican party. He was a 
member-and served on the official board of the Kenwood Methodist 
Episcopal Church, was a Mason and his college fraternity was Beta 
Theta Pi. He belonged to the Milwaukee, University and Milwaukee 
Country clubs. 

On the 23rd of October, 1900, Mr. Babb married Vida Kemble, of 
Muscatine, Iowa, and they became parents of a daughter and two 
sons. Winifred is now the wife of Philip P. Nolte, secretary of the 
Wisconsin ‘Trust Company of Milwaukee, and they have two children, 
Phyllis and Kemble Nolte. Irving T. a lawyer, is now with the firm 
of Lines, Spooner & Quarles of Milwaukee and was married to Flor- 
ence Taylor in 1934. They have two daughters, Eleanor and Virginia. 
The youngest son, Max W. Babb Jr., who is a graduate of Yale Uni- 
versity and the Harvard School of Business, is now a Lieutenant 
Junior Grade in the Navy. Mr. Babb continued his activities with 
the Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Company until about a month 
prior to his demise. He had continued to serve as president until 
January, 1942, when he relinquished the more strenuous duties of 
that position to become chairman of the board and was thus serving 
in 1943, when on the 13th of March he passed away at the age of 
sixty-eight years. 


AuGust CHARLES BACKUS, of the law firm of Backus & Parson, of 
Milwaukee, a leading member of the Wisconsin bar for many years, 
is notable for the many honors he has declined as well as for his ex- 
ceptional attainments in the public life of Milwaukee and the Badger 
State. Since the beginning of the present century he has been active 
in a wide range of civic projects, important war work, enforcement 
of law and establishment of provisions to improve the status of first 
offenders against the law. As a legal advisor he includes amony his 
clients executives of great industries of Milwaukee and leaders of 
that city’s commercial and professional life. In the field of public 
service he has been assistant prosecuting attorney, district attorney 
and municipal judge of Milwaukee County. In the educational field he 
has been regent of the University of Wisconsin and professor of 
criminal law at Marquette University, where he serves at present as 
chairman of the advisory poard and as trustee of the Marquette Med- 
ical School. From 1924 to 1920 he was president and publisher of the 
Milwaukee Sentinel. Since that time he has practiced law with his 
sons. 

It was during his term of office as municipal judge of Milwaukee 
County, from 1910 to 1924, that he originated and subsequently de- 
veloped the present adult probation system. By this means he has 
given thousands of young men and women first offenders an oppor- 
tunity to make something of their lives, and, with his probation offi- 
cers, has rehabilitated and reclaimed them as useful citizens. Forty- 
two states have followed his original idea in establishing the same 


system within their own jurisdictions. 
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In an address before the American Crime Commission in Chicago 
on May 380, 1927, Judge Backus stressed the need for understanding 
the first offender and justified his probation methods, which should 
be understood not as a species of leniency, as some seem to believe, 
nor a license for first offenders to commit a ¢rime, but a scientific 
method of treating offenders who are relatively socialized and who 
are in good environment. “It is the showing of the way, it is to protect 
the offender against himself, to aid him and reclaim him, not to crush 
him. The home, the church and the school must be called upon to 
aid in this:important work of rehabilitation. I know they will re- 
spond,” 

The Judge’s address won the approval of the convention, which 
adopted all of his suggestions and elected him president of the organi- 
zation. Jlis treatment of the first offender was the result of an ex- 
haustive study made during his long experience on the bench and as 
prosecuting attorney; for the hardened criminal, he advised segrega- 
‘tion from society. Milwaukee had the lowest crime rate of any city 
in the world. 

At the conclusion of this address Governor Whitman of New York, 
president of the American Bar Association and president of the Crime 
Commission, said, addressing Judge Backus: 

“IT know I speak the sentiments of everybody here when I tell you 
we have enjoyed your wonderful address. It is just what we need. 
I wish the public had it as we have had it. Judge Backus’ address is 
vital at this time. He has absolutely proven from the experience of 
Milwaukee that severity in punishment is not a remedy for crime. 
He has outlined clearly what we should do with them, and the first 
otlenders. I have never heard an abler argument in my life than the 
one he has just given us.” 

Another of the outstanding judicial accomplishments of Judge 
Backus was to eflect a change in existing laws promulgating a pro- 
cedure which substituted a board of alienists in trying insanity cases 
for the old method of tedious and protracted trials before a jury. A 
dramatic example of this was the case of the State of Wisconsin vs. 
John Flammang Schrank, at which Judge Backus presided. Schrank 
was on trial on October 14, 1912, for the attempted assassination of 
ex-President Theodore Roosevelt in Milwaukee on October 12, 1912, 
just two days before. Instead of permitting the confusion of testimony 
by partisan alienists, Judge Backus appointed an impartial commis- 
sion ot five outstanding alienists to examine Schrank’s mental condi- 
tion. The commission unanimously reported to the court that in their 
Opinion Schrank was insane. On November 22, 1912, Judge Backus 
committed Schrank to the Central Hospital for the Insane at Waupun, 
Wisconsin, with the provision that in the event of Schrank’s return 
to sanity the man must stand trial for his attempt on the life of Theo- 
dore Roosevelt. Schrank died on September 16, 1943, without having 
regained sanity, 

These two leading paragr aphs from an editorial presented by the 
Chicago Record-Herald, in which they commented upon Judge Backus’ 
appointment of the sanity commission which passed upon Schrank’s 
mental condition represent the consensus of world wide newspaper 
editorial opinion of a method that freed the court once and for all 
from the babble of testimony of interested alienists: 

“It is notorious that ‘expert testimony’ is too often confusing testi- 
mony which judges and juries feel themselves bound to disregard in 
favor of mere horse sense. The state’s experts are matched or over- 
matched by the experts for the defense and the conflict of scientific 
testimony assumes in many cases the proportion of public scandal. 
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“Hence the ‘Wisconsin idea,’ as introduced by Judge Backus of 
- Milwaukee, who is presiding over the trial of John Schrank, is an 
admirable one. Under the statute of Wisconsin a Wisconsin judge 
may summon a certain number of experts and make them officers of 
the court. They testify as such officers, and presumably the state 
pays them reasonable fees. Under such a plan as this there is no 
temptation to strain science in the interest of a long purse, and im- 
partial opinion is likely to be the rule.” 

President Herbert Hoover offered Judge Backus several judicial 
appointments, among them one to the*Federal Court, but all were de- 
clined. A letter from President Hoover to Judge Backus sets forth 
this information as follows: 


December 21, 1982 
“The White House, 
“Washington 
“Judge A. C. Backus 
“Milwaukee, Wis. 


“My dear Judge Backus: 


“As I shall be leaving public office in a few months it occurs to 
me that it might be of interest to your family at some time if I make 
a record of the fact that I suggested to you over a year ago that I 
would like to nominate you for a position on the Federal bench; that 
you informed me your private affairs were such that you could not 
at that time accept such an appointment; that I have renewed the 
suggestion from time to time since, and being convinced that you 
would render valuable service, that I had fully intended to press this 
matter upon you if the Republican party had been returned to power. 

‘While many years of friendship might enter into such relations, 
in making judicial suggestions I think you will find that I have 
disregarded all questions of friendship and based my views solely 
upon merit and fitness. . 

“With kind regards, I am 

“Yours faithfully, 


Meatless 


August C. Backus was born at Kewaskum, Wisconsin, on April 24, 
1877. His father, August F. Backus, was a friend of President Lin- 
coln and had served with Wisconsin troops in the Civil War. 

After receiving a first-grade teachers’ certificate he taught school 
for a period before entering upon the study of law. Later he attended 
the University of Wisconsin, from which he was graduated in 1900 
with a degree of LL. B. In 1918 Marquette University gave him an 
honorary LL.D. Admitted to the bar in 1900, he became in 1905 an 
assistant district attorney of Milwaukee County. In 1909 he was 
elected by the people district attorney and served in that capacity 
until his appointment as municipal judge in 1910. 

From 1901 to 1904 Judge Backus served as chairman of the Inter- 
national Child Labor Committee, having been appointed to that posi- 
tion at the World’s Fair convention at St. Louis, Missouri. The ac- 
tivities of the committee were sponsored by the United States, Eng- 
land and Canada. During the first year of his chairmanship he took 
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four thousand six hundred children from industries and sweatshops 
and put them in school. All were under fourteen years of age. 

His interest in child welfare has continued to the present day, 
and for more than twenty-five years he has been actively interested 
in the Boy Scout movement. For his quarter of a century in their 
interests he was recently awarded the highest honor that organization 
bestows. For more than thirty years the Boy Scouts have had use of 
a camp site at Fox Point that was donated by Judge Backus. 

At the conclusion of World War I Judge Backus was awarded a 
gold medal by the American Legion for his patriotic service during 
that war in aiding the activities of the following organizations: Amer- 
ican Defense Society; American Red Cross; American Relief Associa- 
tion; Council of National Defense; Salvation Army; United States 
Food Administration; United States Liberty Loan Committee; United 
States War Savings Committee; War Camp Community Service; 
Y.M.C.A.; as city chairman of the American Legion Endowment Fund 
Committee of Milwaukee which raised a quota and another large 
amount for the Boy Scouts of America. 

Judge Backus was also chairman of committees which raised more 
than a million dollars each for the Milwaukee Children’s Hospital and 
for a recreational center for the Boys of the American Luther Associ- 
ation of Milwaukee. He was chairman of a committee which raised 
more than two million dollars for Marquette University and the Mar- 
quette Medical School, and has served in similar capacities in the 
interests of the blind, many other hospitals, community and civic 
drives. 

In 1923 Judge Backus was elected president of the National Pro- 
bation Association, and through the efforts of President Coolidge and 
the organization an act was passed on March 4, 1925, giving the fed- 
eral judges the power to put first offenders on probation. 

In 1922 the Wisconsin Supreme Court paid tribute to Judge 
Backus in an opinion (178 Wis. 202) rendered by Chief Justice Aad 
J. Vinge: 

“Judge Backus has had a long experience as judge of a court that 
hears nothing but criminal cases and is kept busy all the time. He 
has, besides, by his interest in a rational treatment of criminals 
earned a reputation for fairness and insight that is enviable.” 

During the second World War Judge Backus has been very active 
in the national war interest. For ‘uncompensated services patriot- 
ically rendered his country in the administration of the Selective 
Service System for a period of three years,” he was awarded in Sep- 
tember, 1943, a certificate of appreciation signed by President Frank- 
lin D. Roosevelt and Governor Walter S. Goodland of Wisconsin. 

For his service in helping to raise part of five million dollars in 
the nation in the year 1942 for immediate relief for wounded soldiers 
and widows and children of men who lost their lives at Pearl Harbor, 
Judge Backus received an acknowledgement of that patriotic service 
from the United States Navy Relief Society, signed by Admiral Er- 
nest J. King, commanding the United States Navy. Judge Backus 
is Milwaukee chairman of the Board of Appeals for Selective Draft 
of the Fifth congressional district. 

Judge Backus married Elizabeth Hausman on August 20, 1902. 
They have two daughters and two sons. ‘The daughters are the 
wives, respectively, of Dr. Claus Jordan, of Stroudsburg, Pennsylva- 
nia, and Dr. Alvah Newcomb, of Wilmette, Illinois, now in war service 
as lieutenant commander medical corps of the Navy. The sons, August 
C. Jr. and Walter A., are Milwaukee attorneys, associated with their 
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father in the practice of law. The Backus residence is at 722 East 
Lakeview Avenue, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

The story of August Backus cannot be told merely in a cold, printed 
list of achievements. It cannot be written solely by recording the 
honors and the recognitions which have come to him. The achieve- 
ments and the recognitions are but the lengthening shadow of a man 
whose warm human traits have endeared him to his friends fully 
as much as his accomplishments. 

The printed record does not tell of that humble background from 
which he has drawn the fundamental simplicity, innate dignity and 
rugged honesty of God-loving parents. The printed record tells of 
his outstanding contributions in initiating a model program of pro- 
bation but it does not tell of the deep, kindly, personal interest and 
the hours of Christian, character-building counsel he gave to those 
who sought. rehabilitation. The records of a distinguished career as 
a jurist and civic leader do not show the indulgent grandfather with 
fourteen adored grandchildren gathered about him. 

Today, with the sturdy vigor of his six-foot-one frame unim- 
paired, and with a mind mellowed by the rich experiences of crowded 
years, Judge Backus is a valued elder counselor whose life accom- 
plishments as a jurist, humanitarian and civic leader over the decades 
are a very real part of the historic legend of Wisconsin leadership. 


FRED R. ZIMMERMAN has left the impress of his individuality and 
ability in marked measure upon Wisconsin’s political history. He has 
not only done much to mould public thought and action but has 
served the commonwealth as its governor and for the fourth suc- 
cessive term is filling the office of secretary of state, while previ- 
ously he occupied the position for two terms. Born in Milwaukee, 
November 20, 1880, he is a son of Charles E. and Augusta (Fiesen- 
hauser) Zimmerman. The father, who was born in New York State 
and was a molder by trade, came to Wisconsin in 1875, settling in 
Milwaukee. His mother, who was born in Wisconsin, was a daugh- 
ter of Christian and Elizabeth (Schwartz) Fiesenhauser, natives of 
Stutgardt, Germany. In the family of Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. 
Zimmerman were three children: Fred R.; Ella, who died at the 
age of three years; and Edwin, living in Chicago, Illinois. 

Fred R. Zimmerman pursued his education in Milwaukee’s public 
schools and in a business college of that city. From early manhood 
he has been deeply interested in politics and is a Progressive-heonh- 
lican who closely studies the questions and issues of the day, giving 
stalwart support to any cause in which he believes. He has devoted 
much of his life to public service, having first been called to office 
when in 1908 he was elected to the State Legislature, serving for 
one term. Through the succeeding twenty years he devoted much 
of his attention to the management and cultivation of his farm in 
the town of Lake, Milwaukee County, and from 1916 to 1924 he 
was a member of the town board. Mr. Zimmerman is president of 
Better Properties Inc. of Milwaukee, whose business is extensive 
but is exclusive in the roofing, siding and building repairs field. He 
was chosen a delegate to the Republican national conventions of 
1916, 1920, 1924, 1940 and 1944, in the first two of which he sup- 
ported La Follette and in the last two viving his support to the 
candidacy of Dewey. In 1922 he was first elected secretary of state 
and discharged the duties of the position for two terms. In 1926 he 
took his seat as Wisconsin’s governor, having been elected for a 
two-year term, and after his retirement as the state’s chief execu- 
tive he went abroad as representative of the Government to the 
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World’s Exposition in Seville, Spain, through appointment of Pres- 
ident Hoover. In 1938 he was recalled by popular suffrage to the 
office of secretary of state and continues in that position through 
reelections in 1940, 1942 and 1944. Moreover he has the distinction 
of having been elected with extremely high majorities. In 1944 he 
polled 776,430 votes, topping all Republican state office candidates 
and leading his Democratic opponent by some 354,486 votes. No 
stronger proof of his popularity and recognition of his devotion to 
the duties of his office could be given. Throughout the period of his 
incumbency he has been prompt, faithful and efficient in meeting 
all the obligations and responsibilities of the office and his work 
has been a credit to the cement of those who have supported him 
for the, office. 


Mr. Zimmerman belongs to the Evangelical church and is iden- 
tified with several fraternal organizations. He has reached the 
thirty-second degree in Scottish Rite Masonry and is a Shvriner. 
a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Knights of 
Pythias Lodge and the Loyal Order of Moose. He also belongs to 
the Hi Noon Club and all the sportsmen’s clubs and his friends in 
these different connections are legion. 


On the 8th day of September, 1904, Mr. Zimmerman was mar- 
ried to Miss Amanda Freedy, who was born in Racine County, Wis- 
consin, a daughter of Henry and Julia (Moser) Freedy, the father 
a native of Germany, while the mother was born in Milwaukee. The 
father, however, was brought to this country during his infancy 
and throughout the Civil War he served as one of the “boys in 
blue” in defense of the Union. On the maternal side Fred Moser, 
father of Julia Moser Freedy, served as a chaplain on the Union side 
in the Civil War. Mr. and Mrs. Zimmerman have two sons. The 
elder, Robert Zimmerman, who was born in Milwaukee, January 5, 
1910, attended the Milwaukee schools and after graduating from 
high school entered the University of Minnesota. He married Dor- 
othy Piller, a native of Green County, Wisconsin. He entered the 
armed forces January 31, 1941, of World War II and was honorably 
discharged September 1, 1943, and is now filling the office of assistant 
secretary of state of Wisconsin. Frederick Underwood Zimmerman. 
the younger son, born December 9, 1916, graduated from high school 
in Milwaukee and later was a student at the University of Wisconsin. 
He is now a warrant officer in the ordnance department, stationed 
on Governors Island, New York. He married Jo Ann George, 
daughter of Emil and Edith George, of Milwaukee. 


Mr. Zimmerman turns to fishing, hunting and travel for recrea- 
tion, and his wife is particularly fond of music, possessing consider- 
able talent as a pianist and pipe-organist. They reside at 2995 South 
Shore Drive in Milwaukee. 


JOHN CUDAHY. Indelibly impressed on the pages of Wisconsin’s 
history is the name of John Cudahy, a patriotic American citizen 
who rendered to his country distinguished diplomatic service and 
who fought valiantly on the battlefields of Russia during the first 
World War. He was at the time of his death chairman of the 
Council of Civilian Defense, and was outstanding as a _ business 
man, as an author and as a sportsman, and exemplified in his 
life the proof of the Emersonian philosophy that “the way to win 
a friend is to be one.” He enjoyed the good will and companionship 
of eminent men of this country and foreign lands and at the same 
time he was equally at home with the humblest of his acquaintances. 
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John Cudahy, born in Milwaukee, December 10, 1887, was a son 
of Patrick and Anna (Madden) Cudahy and thus a member of one 
of Milwaukee’s most prominent families. His father was born in 
Ireland, March 17, 1849, and when only a few months old was 
brought by his parents to Milwaukee, where he attended the public 
schools until twelve years of age, when he began to provide for his 
own support by working as a delivery boy. When several years had 
passed he became an employe of a packing company, continuing later 
with other packing companies and in 1874 becoming superintendent 
of the Plankinton & Armour plant. In 1876 he acquired an interest 
in the business and ten years afterward he and his brother, John 
Cudahy, purchased Mr. Plankinton’s interests and reorganized the 
business under the name of the Cudahy Brothers Company. As he 
prospered he increased his benefactions to charity and the church. 
Aside from the packing business he was connected with several 
large and important industrial and banking institutions of Wiscon- 
sin. In 1877 Patrick Cudahy married Anna Madden. He died in 
August, 1919 and his sons took over the management of the extensive 
business interests which he left. 

John Cudahy prepared for the bar after his graduation from 
Harvard in 1910, at which time the Bachelor of Arts degree was 
conferred on him. He qualified for the profession in the University 
of Wisconsin, winning his LL.B. degree in 1913, while later the 
degree of Doctor of Laws was bestowed on him. Following his 
admission to the bar he engaged in law practice from 1918 to 1917 
and in 1920 went to Mexico, where he managed a large ranch until 
1923. For ten years thereafter he devoted his attention to the real 
estate business and he was at one time the vice president of the 
Cudahy Packing Company. His connections were broad and varied 
and he proved a strong and forceful executive. 

It was perhaps in public office, however, that John Cudahy became 
most widely and prominently known. His devotion to country was 
always one of his marked characteristics. In 1917 he enlisted in 
the army and served with the American forces known as “Polar 
Bears” in the expedition against the Bolshevics near Archangel, 
Russia. In 1920 he gave to the world his opinion of the campaign 
and the country by writing a book which he called ‘“Archangel— 
the American War with Russia.” In 1933 he again left his native 
land to serve four years as ambassador extraordinary and minister 
plenipotentiary in Poland, leaving there in 1937 to become minister 
to Ireland, there remaining until 1939. Mr. Cudahy’s likeable per- 
sonality and congenial companionship made him the friend and 
associate of many of the distinguished men of the countries in which 
he served, and during his sojourn in Ireland he became a warm 
friend of De Valera. He first came into actual experience with the 
second World War when in 1941 he drove from Dublin to Galway, 
Ireland, at 1 A. M. to interview survivors of the steamer Athenia, 
being the first person to report definitely to the State Department 
in Washington that the ship had been sunk by a torpedo from a 
submarine. Already, however, he had fearfully watched the oncom- 
ing tide of events that presaged the war. In January, 1939, he had 
been appointed ambassador to Belgium and was planning to leave 
Dublin for Brussels in about a month when he received a cable- 
gram from Secretary of State Hull to proceed at once to Belgium 
“because there was an emergency there,” and within an hour he was 
on his way. He found the country under great tension and, studying 
the situation, he informed President Roosevelt of the invasion of 
Belgium several hours before it actually began. He had been closely 
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studying the European situation for a long time and believed that 
the invasion was inevitable. Later he was complimented by Roose- 
velt and Hull for his good work. He was there when the invasion 
started and was stunned by a concussion caused by the explosion 
of a bomb thirty yards away from where he stood. It was on the 
15th of February, 1941, that he sailed for Europe to act as corre- 
spondent for Life magazine and the North American Newspaper 
Alliance. He went to Belgium and before his return interviewed 
Hitler, who he said maintained a hostile attitude because he was 
an American. He was still in Germany when Rudolph Hess landed 
in England. On the 19th of February, 1948, Mr. Cudahy was 
appointed chairman of the Wisconsin Council of Civilian Defense by 
Governor Goodland, and took up his work with a determination to 
meet every emergency that might arise in that connection, being 
splendidly qualified for the position from the fact that he had been 
an eyewitness of conditions that existed in European countries that did 
not believe that Germany would dare bomb a civilian population. 
He had remained in Belgium after other diplomats had fled in order 
to aid Americans to leave that country and he realized fully the 
need for organized preparation against attack in America if Hitler 
should succeed in his wish to invade the United States. Mr. Cudahy 
was thus serving when, going for a ride—he was always an ardent 
horseman—on September 6, 1943, his horse stumbled in crossing a 
ditch, throwing him in a manner that resulted in his death. 

Mr. Cudahy had spent considerable time during his active life 
in writing, and in addition to his first volume had written and 
published, in 1928, “Manana Land,” giving his experiences in hunting 
big game and in exploring in Lower California. Later he was a 
liberal contributor to and became a member of the Cudahy-Massee 
Milwaukee Museum expedition to Africa, where he hunted wild game 
with both camera and rifle, and brought back many specimens for 
the museum. It was later that he published “African Horizons,” 
recounting his experiences on that continent. In 1941 he wrote “The 
Armies March,” an account of his European experiences as ambas- 
sador to the different countries where he served. He also frequently 
addressed public gatherings upon subjects that would arouse the 
civilian population as to war conditions and possibilities. 

On the 2d of August, 1913, the year in which he finished his law 
course, Mr. Cudahy married Katharine Reed, and they became parents 
of two children, Mary Toulgas and Michael, the former attending 
school in Norfolk, Virginia, while the son is a member of the armed 
forces. To the family from all parts of the country came expressions 
of condolence from prominent personages, for he had been popular 
wherever known. He belonged to the Milwaukee, University and Mil- 
waukee Country clubs, the Oconomowoc Country Club, George 
Washington Post No. 2 of the American Legion and General Charles 
King Chapter of the Military Order of the World War. In 1933 he 
was appointed colonel and aide-de-camp on the staff of Governor 
Albert G. Schmedeman. He was always a staunch Democrat, but 
never very ambitious politically, although he ably served his country 
when sent as ambassador to foreign lands. Mr. Cudahy and his 
family were members of the Catholic Church. 


Dr. EDWARD A. BIRGE, president emeritus of the University of 
Wisconsin and one of the most prominent and honored scientists of 
the Middle West, is still actively engaged in research work although 
he has passed the 94th milestone on life’s journey. Many consider 
this a steadily diminishing period of power, but there is an old age 
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that grows stronger and brighter with the passing years and gives 
out of its rich stores of wisdom and experience for the benefit of 
others. Such is the record of Dr. E. A. Birge, educator, scientist, 
author, whose life work has been a constant contribution to knowl- 
edge, especially in the field of aquaculture. 

Born in Troy, New York, September 7, 1851, he is of the eighth 
generation of the family in America, his ancestral line being traced 
back to Richard Birge, who came from England to the United States 
in 1630 and settled in Old Windsor, Connecticut, having crossed the 
Atlantic when but fourteen years of age with one of the early bands 
of Pilgrims who sailed on the ship Mary and John. He was partially 
sponsored by a Mr. Gaylord, a man of means and prominence, whose 
daughter he afterward married. 

Doctor Birge was a young man of about twenty-four years 
when he became associated with the University of Wisconsin. He 
was professor of natural history for many years and in 1918 was 
chosen. for the presidency, remaining at the head of the institution 
until 1925, when he was made president emeritus. Not only as an 
instructor but also through his outstanding research work has he 
contributed in large measure to the upbuilding of the University 
and to scientific development as well. His long years of study and 
experimental work have resulted in increasing the rate of fish propa- 
gation and décreasing the cost of conservation projects in this state, 
since 1875, at which time he began a comprehensive study of Lake 
Mendota and found that small marine and crustacean life was main- 
tained only at certain levels. In 1894 he prepared a paper on crus- 
tacean and microscopic life in Lake Mendota, pointing out the pe- 
culiar distribution of marine life, due to the different temperatures 
of the lake at varying levels at different seasons of the year. This 
led to his intensive study of the lake’s temperatures in different 
“strata” and of the dissolved gases in the water and their effect 
on biology. 

In 1905 Doctor Birge was joined by Doctor Juday, then of the 
Wisconsin geological and natural history survey, in his examination 
of waters to find out why fish thrived in some and did not propagate 
in others. Their scientific collaboration has resulted in numerous 
papers of great importance in the science of aquaculture. In this 
connection Doctor Juday said ‘Doctor Birge’s interest in lakes has 
been carried on ever since he came to the campus. Even while he 
was president of the University for seven years he took off about 
one hour daily to look on what was being done by researchers in our 
office and was always eager to discuss new phases of this study. 
For many years he was to be found at or near Trout Lake and has 
made studies of hundreds of other Wisconsin lakes.” He has made 
the study of the sun’s rays into the waters his especial study, devot- 
ing almost seven days a week to his investigation into light infiltra- 
tion, believing that this line of investigation will largely determine 
the productivity of lakes and streams. He has found that lakes that 
are highly impenetrable to light are bound to have limited fish food 
supplies and that it would be useless to plant large numbers of fish 
in such waters. 

In September, 1940, the leading limnologists, oceanographers 
and scientists of aquaculture met on the campus of the University in 
the world’s first symposium on hydrobiology, on which occasion 
about two hundred scientists were present and there were presented 
many most comprehensive and interesting papers, but the occasion 
also had its social aspects, for a testimonial dinner was held in honor 
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of Doctor Birge in celebration of his eighty-ninth birthday, and all 
present recognized his valuable contribution to the phases of science 
which have have so long occupied his attention. 

Doctor Birge was the first of his family to come west. As pre- 
viously stated he was born in Troy, New York, and he spent his 
youthful days there in the home of his parents, Edward White Birge 
and Ann (Stevens) Birge. 

Clara Birge, a sister of Dr. Edward A., married Benjamin Wilcox, 
the latter a member of the Meridan Wilcox family that had long been 
prominent in Meridan, Connecticut, and that section of the state. 
Doctor Birge turned to intellectual pursuits as his life work, entering 
the teaching profession, and in this connection he came to Wisconsin 
to enter upon what has proven seventy years’ connection with the State 
University, which began in December of 1875. In 1880 he married 
Anna Wilhelmina Grant, of Troy, New York, a daughter of Peter 
and Anna (Pratt) Grant. Her father engaged in the marble busi- 
ness, making fine marble fireplaces, which were the mode in those 
days, and he also cut and manufactured tombstones and other memo- 
rials. His daughter, Mrs. Birge, was a graduate of the Troy Female 
Seminary, which was founded by Emma Willard, one of the first 
institutions of learning for women and later renamed the Emma 
Willard School. Mrs. Birge passed away in December, 1919. The 
children of this marriage are a son and a daughter. 

The elder, Dr. Edward Grant Birge, took his pre-medical course 
at the University of Wisconsin and following his graduation there 
gained his M.D.:degree from Johns Hopkins University at Balti- 
more, Maryland. He was a captain of the Medical Corps during the 
first World War and later served as state epidemologist. His death 
resulted indirectly from the war, as he gave everything in him to 
check the “flu”? epidemic when his vitality was at a low ebb and fi- 
nally succumbed to the disease. He had married Edna E. Ebaugh, 
of Baltimore. Their son, Dr. Edward A. Birge II, is now a major in 
the 44th Hospital unit, serving in the Philippines. Like his father 
he is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin and of Johns Hop- 
kins University. He married Erlinda Arenson, a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin. Their only child is Edward A. III, born July 
30, 1942. Lawrence Birge, the second son of Dr. Edward and Edna 
Birge, was graduated in law from the University of Wisconsin and 
was engaged in the practice of the legal profession in Easton, Mary- 
Jand, until he joined the U. S. Navy. He is now an ensign. He mar- 
ried Benetta Brockett, of Pohick, Virginia, and they have one child, 
Beverly Ann, born May 28, 1941. 

The daughter of Doctor Birge is Anna Grant Birge, who is a 
graduate of the University of Wisconsin and completed a course at 
the New York State Library School by graduating with the class of 
1910. She was a member of the State Library Commission and was 
with the American Library Association Book List for three years. 
Since her mother’s death she has taken over the supervision of Doc- 
tor Birge’s lovely home in Madison. 

The name of Doctor Birge is known in scientific circles from 
coast to coast, and in February, 1941, he received a specially printed 
copy of a joint resolution extending to him the congratulations of 
the entire Legislature, it having been unanimously adopted by both 
branches of the General Assembly, on the important work he had 
done as an educator and research worker through so many years. 
As one of the directors of the Wisconsin Natural History Survey he 
has collected more scientific data concerning Wisconsin lakes than 
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any other man, and these studies have greatly promoted conservation 
work in the state. The resolution reads as follows: 

“Whereas, the University of Wisconsin’s president emeritus, 
E. A. Birge, was honored last fall by national scientists and Wiscon- 
sin friends on the occasion of his eighty-ninth birthday; and 

“Whereas, this grand old man, known to so many as ‘Dean 
Birge,’ became associated with the University of Wisconsin in 1875 
as instructor of natural history, and has an outstanding record of 
public service through these sixty-six years, probably equalled by 
no other Wisconsin citizen, now therefore, be it 

“Resolved by the Senate, the Assembly concurring, that the 
Wisconsin Legislature pause in its deliberations to extend its sincere 
congratulations and felicitations to Dean Birge for his long, con- 
tinued, distinguished services to the University and the State of 
Wisconsin.” 


THE KIMBERLY-CLARK CORPORATION, with headquarters at 
Neenah, has written into the annals of Wisconsin a chapter in con- 
nection with paper manufacturing that will arouse everyone who 
thrills to a story of notably successful achievement resulting from 
carefully planned and intelligently directed activities. Back of the 
enterprise have been men of vision, of clear insight and keen discern- 
ment. Down to the present men of that caliber have been in control 
and the record continues the same under the present management, 
with Cola G. Parker, president and chairman of the board; Ernst 
Mahler, executive vice president; S. F. Shattuck, C. H. Sage, J. R. 
Kimberly, and H. G. Boon, vice presidents; J. F. Hunt, secretary; 
W. H. Clifford, treasurer; and F. E. Sensenbrenner, assistant secre- 
tary and treasurer. 

Seventy-three years have elapsed since Kimberly-Clark & Company 
built the Globe Paper Mill in 1872 and through all the intervening 
years the management has kept abreast with the processes that 
modern invention have brought forth and with the improved methods 
that have been manifested in paper manufacturing. The Globe Paper 
Mill occupied the site of the Fox River Mill, a pioneer industry de- 
voted to the manufacture of flour. The new venture seemed a well 
established business, for four years later an adjoining foundry was 
purchased, which enabled the Kimberly-Clark Corporation to tear 
down the foundry and build on the site a large addition to the Globe 
Mill, giving them a building with two hundred and ten feet frontage 
and a depth of eighty-eight feet, entirely utilized in the manufacture 
of print papers, their equipment including a seventy-two inch paper 
machine with a daily capacity of two thousand pounds, while rags 
were used as the raw material. 

From the beginning the story of the business has been one of 
steady expansion. Two years after the Globe Paper Mill was opened 
its owners bought out the Neenah Paper Company in 1874 and re- 
placed their plant with a modern mill. In 1889 they took a further 
progressive step by purchasing all of the water power along the 
Fox River where now stands the village of Kimberly and thereon 
erected a three-machine print mill, together with adjoining sulphite 
and groundwood departments. The company felt that it would be 
advantageous to have a manufacturing plant adjacent to the source 
of raw material and in 1898 acquired the ownership of a mill at 
Quinnesee Falls, whereupon they razed the old mill, supplanting it 
with a modern structure equipped to turn out sixty tons of ground- 
wood and fifty tons of sulphite daily. The plant’s paper mill, operat- 
ing two one hundred and fifty-six-inch wide machines, turned out four 
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hundred feet of paper each minute. A village called Niagara sprang 
up around this plant. 

While the work was steadily expanding all days in the record of 
the Kimberly-Clark Corporation were not equally bright. There are 
no business enterprises that do not have their period of reverses 
or difficulties and in 1901 a disastrous fire destroyed their plant at 
Kimberly. In 1903 it was replaced by a new plant equipped for 
book-paper manufacturing. A forward step was taken when in 
1908 the Vulcan and Tioga mills were converted into hydro-electric 
plants for the transmission of power to Kimberly. 

During the first World War the original mill at Neenah, the 
Globe, was remodeled for the purpose of making cellu-cotton, a sub- 
stitute for absorbent cotton-wadding for Kotex and Kleenex, which 
are now made there. In 1920, at Niagara Falls, New York, a plant 
was developed to care for magazine paper in the eastern market. 
Subsequently a further development was instituted to make ab- 
sorbent products such as Kleenex and Kotex. In 1907 the Kimberly- 
Clark Corporation in order to secure an ample supply of pulp wood 
bought out the William Bonifas Lumber Company of Marinesco, 
Michigan, making it a subsidiary of the Kimberly-Clark Corporation, 
which in that year was reorganized and the present name adopted. 
The company next acquired the Spruce Falls Power & Paper Com- 
pany, Ltd., and built a one hundred ton sulphite mill. In 1929 the 
corporation purchased from Sears-Roebuck & Company of Chicago 
the Lakeview plant at Neenah, supplied with two machines for the 
manufacture of specialty paper, and to that equipment were added 
four machines to manufacture Kleenex and Kotex wadding. 

The company became a public corporation soon after the death 
of J. A. Kimberly in January, 1928, and was completely reorganized, 
F. J. Sensenbrenner becoming the new president, with E. Mahler, J. 
S. Sensenbrenner and 8. F. Shattuck as vice presidents, and Harry 
Price as the secretary-treasurer. At the present writing, 1945, the 
company employs approximately six thousand in its various plants 
and approximately ten thousand including its subsidiaries, woods- 
men and others. The William Bonifas Lumber Company is wholly 
owned and furnishes pulp wood for the Kimberly-Clark Corporation. 
The Badger Globe mill at Neenah is a handsome structure splendidly 
designed, and here the output includes wadding for Kleenex and all 
sorts of insulation products and material for packing purposes. 

The Corporation had seven mills at Neenah, Appleton, Kimberly, 
Niagara, Wisconsin and Niagara Falls, New York. When the United 
States entered the first World War the company was manufacturing 
every kind of paper from straw and manila wrapping and news- 
print to the high grade bond and ledger papers. At that time the 
technical staff in the company’s employ produced a paper particularly 
suited to rotogravure printing and for catalogs, magazines and 
other commercial printing, and as a result of their research work 
they produced a book paper from chemical pulp and refined and 
bleached groundwood. In 1914 the company began its manufacture 
and by 1919 was producing this type of paper exclusively except 
for a few machines which were used in the manufacture of wall 
papers, colored box covers and cellucotton, the last named being the 
principal output. 

One of the notable achievements of the company has been the 
development of their Kimlark plant, hitherto devoted to the manu- 
facture of wall paper, into a defense plant manufacturing weapons 

of war, and in recognition of outstanding production achievement 
employees and corporation were awarded the coveted army-navy 
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“EK”, The plant made a notable record for attendance with 
absenteeism of less than 2/100 of one percent. This is in keeping with 
the record that Kimberly-Clark has always made in the performance 
of duty and in meeting its obligation to the public. 


FRANK JACOB SENSENBRENNER was born in Menasha, Wisconsin, 
December 23, 1864. His parents were Philip J. and Catherine (Mari) 
-Sensenbrenner. 

In 1879, when he was fifteen years old, he was appointed to a 
clerkship in the Menasha post office. Between that year and February 
4, 1889, he was successively employed as a bookkeeper at the Menasha 
Chair Company, John Strange Lumber & Pail Manufacturing Com- 
pany, and Webster Manufacturing Company, manufacturers of chairs, 
furniture and other products. In early 1889, at the age of twenty- 
four, he was employed by Kimberly-Clark Company as bookkeeper 
until 1905, when he was elected to the office of first vice president and 
general manager. He was elected to the presidency of the corporation 
following the death of Mr. J. A. Kimberly Sr. Until his election as 
chairman of the board of Kimberly-Clark Corporation he was presi- 
dent of the William Bonifas Company, a wholly owned subsidiary ; 
president of Spruce Falls Power & Paper Company Limited; presi- 
dent of North Star Timber Company; and president of Neenah- 
Menasha Water Power Company, in all of which companies the 
corporation owned the controlling interest. He is also a director of 
International Cellucotton Products Company ; Wisconsin Bank Shares 
Corporation; First National Bank of Appleton; First National Bank 
of Neenah; Wisconsin Manufacturers Association; trustee and mem- 
ber of executive committee of the Northwestern Mutual Life Insur- 
ance Company; member of the board of regents of the University of 
Wisconsin; member of the board of governors of Marquette Uni- 
versity in Milwaukee; and member of the board of trustees of 
Lawrence College in Appleton, Wisconsin. 

Mr. Sensenbrenner’s activities have not been confined to business. 
He also took an active interest in civic and other public affairs. He 
was chairman of the Winnebago County draft board, which in- 
cluded the entire county except the city of Oshkosh, during the first 
World War. He was chairman of the Red Cross and Victory Bond 
drive committees during the first World War. Governor Philipp 
appointed him a member of the Wisconsin Board of Education, 
on which he served for a period of five years. He was chairman of 
the drive committees to provide funds for the building of the 
Neenah Public Library, Opera House, Hotel Valley Inn, and for 
greatly enlarging St. Elizabeth’s Hospital in Appleton. 

Mr. Sensenbrenner is a member of the Neenah, Menasha and 
Milwaukee clubs, the Chicago Athletic Club and the Union League 
clubs of both New York and Chicago. His political allegiance has 
always been given to the Republican party. 

Pope Pius XII bestowed on him the highest honor given a layman 
by the Vatican when he was decorated knight commander of the 
Order of St. Gregory the Great. He has membership in the Knights 
of Columbus and the Catholic Knights of Wisconsin. 

On the 15th of April, 1885, Mr. Sensenbrenner was married to 
Miss Margaret Stilp, of Neenah, who died twenty-six years later in 
1911. Their children are: John Steven; Gertrude, now the wife of 
James W. Bergstrom, of Neenah; J. Leslie; and Margaret M., the 
wife of George M. Gilbert, paper manufacturer of Neenah, 
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Having reached the age of eighty and just short of fifty-six years 
of service with Kimberly-Clark, he retired from active service on 
January 1, 1945. He is a member of St. Patrick’s congregation. 


CARL FREDERICK ZEIDLER. Though the title of “Honorable” might 
rightly preface this name; though the rank of “Lieutenant” might 
designate his line of service to his country, to his countless friends 
and associates he will always be just plain Carl F. Zeidler. His many 
friends, appreciative of his abilities and many splendid qualities, called 
him to serve as mayor of Milwaukee, a position he retained until he 
felt called to a still higher allegiance of service to his country during 
the second World War. On December 15, 1942, his parents were 
notified that his boat, the SS. La Salle, had failed to arrive at Cape 
Town, South Africa, as scheduled. Two years passed during which 
time he was listed as “missing in action” and then the secretary of the 
navy had to presume he had died in action. Thus was brought to a 
close a brilliant career just as it was beginning. 

Born in Milwaukee, January 4, 1908, Carl F. Zeidler was a son of 
Michael W. and Clara A. E. (Nitschke) Zeidler. He attended the 
local schools and in 1929 received the Bachelor of Philosophy degree 
from Marquette University. Two years later, in 1931, he was awarded 
the Doctor of Jurisprudence. Being interested in music from early 
childhood he had attended the Wisconsin College of Music and received 
his degree in music in 1928. Qualities of leadership were early mani- 
fested. In grade school he worked as a newsboy for the Milwaukee 
Journal and in 1923 became chief justice of the Milwaukee Newsboys 
Republic. During his high school days he was employed part time in 
the Milwaukee Railroad freight depot by the Railway Express Com- 
pany and at a filling station, while his evenings were used to good 
advantage accepting engagements as a vocalist. He served as claim 
adjuster for an insurance company while attending law school. At the 
West Division high school he was a member of the football and track 
teams and at Marquette he participated in the track relays, running 
the half mile. He won the Marquette University oratorical contest 
in 1928. 

Following his law course at Marquette he was admitted to practice 
in the Wisconsin courts in 19381 and to the United States Supreme 
Court in 1989. It seemed that the future held for him a brilliant 
career at the bar because of his wide and accurate knowledge of the 
law, his keen analytical power and his gift of oratory. In 1936 he 
entered upon a four year term as assistant attorney of Milwaukee and 
retired from that office to become mayor, to which position he was 
elected April 3, 1940. His opponent for the office was the incumbent, 
Daniel W. Hoan, a much older and experienced man and a recognized 
political leader of strength. Appreciating the capabilities of the 
younger man and his progressive stand on many vital municipal ques- 
tions, his friends and associates rallied to his support and gave him 
an overwhelming majority at the polls. The reason for this is largely 
indicated by his previous activities and the results he had accomplished 
in connection with public affairs. He had received the Citizenship 
Award from the Veterans of Foreign Wars in 1929; the National 
Civic Award of the National Civic League and the Men’s Service 
Award of the Young Men’s Christian Association as well as the dis- 
tinguished service award of the Junior Chamber of Commerce. He 
had been particularly active in “Y” work, serving as its membership 
chairman for five years; as regional director of the men’s clubs for 
Illinois, Wisconsin and Missouri; as chairman of the legal committee 
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for the Y for five states in 1939; and scribe of the international gov- 
ernor’s council of Y’s men’s clubs. He was a director of the Salvation 
Army and he belonged to the City Club, the Steuben Society, the 
Milwaukee Turnverein, the Liederkranz Singing Society, the Sym- 
phonic Male Chorus and the Arion Musical Club. He occupied the 
presidency of the Sunday Morning Breakfast Club until he announced 
his candidacy for the mayoralty, when he resigned. He was state 
chairman of the Amateur Athletic Union Bicycle committee in 1939 
and for three years served on the board of the Milwaukee Government 
Service League. He had membership in the Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
State and American Bar associations. He was a member of the 
Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, was soloist in several churches of 
different denominations for a number of years and a layman member 
of the Milwaukee Council of Churches. He presided as chairman at 
the noon luncheons of the Junior Chamber of Commerce, belonged to 
the Goose and Gander Club and was the baritone of the Milwaukee 
Male Quartet. All this brought Carl F. Zeidler an extremely wide 
acquaintance in Milwaukee, and his capabilities and personal popu- 
larity insured him the leadership that placed him in the mayor’s 
office. 

Mr. Zeidler’s fraternity connections were with Delta Sigma Rho, 
Theta Rho and Delta Theta Phi. In 1989 he was made an honorary 
life member of the Army and Navy Union and in 1940 a privileged 
member of the Milwaukee Press Club. In 1941 he was made an 
honorary flying cadet and an honorary admiral of the flagship fleet 
of the American Airlines, and in the same year was made an honorary 
life member of the Wisconsin Civil Air Corps and of the National 
Aeronautic Association. He was chosen chairman of the Milwaukee 
County council of defense and was made an honorary member of the 
Milwaukee fire department and of a post of the American Legion. He 
also became a member of the advisory council of the United States 
Conference of Mayors; was a member of the Association des Amigos 
de Mexico and he had membership in the Masonic order, the Order of 
‘the Eastern Star and the White Shrine of Jerusalem, also with the 
Knights of Pythias, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, 
the Loyal Order of Moose and the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 
He was always ready to respond to any call for service that he be- 
lieved would be beneficial to the individual or the city or that would 
advance the social, cultural, civic and moral interests of Milwaukee. 

With his election as mayor he took on added responsibilities and 
his service was immediately felt in benefit to the general public. With 
the progress of World War II, however, he felt that his first duty was 
to his country and he joined the United States Naval Reserve with 
the commission of lieutenant, junior grade. He was made commander 
of a gun crew on the merchant ship the SS. La Salle, one of the most 
dangerous branches of service in the early days of the war, as the 
German submarines were constantly attacking our ships. The story 
of his activity in the navy will perhaps never be fully known. He 
had one leave of seventy-two hours after some months of active serv- 
ice, which he spent with his parents and many friends in Milwaukee. 
Returning to his command for his second voyage the ship was bound ° 
for Cape Town, South Africa, scheduled to arrive there about Decem- 
ber 1, 1942. No word has ever been heard from the ship since it put 
to sea, so that on December 15, 1942, the Government advised Mr. and 
Mrs. Zeidler that their son was missing in action. When two years 
had passed and none of the crew of his ship had been reported pris- 
oners of war the secretary of war advised his parents that he must 
be presumed dead. Milwaukee’s sorrow among young and old, rich 
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and poor, humble and great, all of whom prized the friendship of 
Carl F. Zeidler and admired him for his brilliant career, which ended 
at the age of thirty-four, can never be expressed in words. His 
memory will never be effaced from the annals of Milwaukee. 


WILLIAM THEODORE EvJugE, the militant liberal editor of The 
Capital Times of Madison, has been identified with newspaper publi- 
cation in Wisconsin for over forty years, having entered the jour- 
nalistic field in 1903. Born in Merrill, Wisconsin, October 10, 1882, 
he is a son of Nils Peter and Mary (Erickson) Evjue, natives of 
Norway, whence they came to the United States in 1872, settling 
in Wisconsin. The father was first employed in lumber camps and 
sawmills and gradually worked his way upward until he held a 
responsible position as mill superintendent. 

At the usual age William Theodore Evjue entered the Merrill 
schools and following his graduation from high school was em- 
ployed in: a bank in Merrill, utilizing that means to secure the funds 
necessary for a college course. He entered the University of Wis- 
consin in 1902 but before completing his course there had obtained,. 
in 1905, a position as reporter on the Milwaukee Sentinel, thus 
continuing until 1908, when he was made night editor, serving in 
that capacity until 1911, in which year he came to Madison as 
managing editor of the Wisconsin State Journal. Two years thus 
passed, after which he was business manager of the State Journal 
from 1913 to 1917. In the latter year he founded and began the 
publication of The Capital Times, of which he has since been editor 
and president and which today has the largest circulation of any 
paper in Wisconsin outside of Milwaukee. The Times is often 
militant in its attitude toward public questions and its policy is at 
all times a liberal one looking to advancement in all public affairs. 
During all the years of his publication of the Times Mr. Evjue has 
never avoided any personal, political or public obligation and has 
kept the newspaper completely free and independent and never in- 
debted to any man in public office. . 

The Capital Times pioneered newspaper broadcasting in Madison 
and is now the principal owner of the Badger Broadcasting Com- 
pany which operates Station WIBA. Mr. Evjue initiated the news 
broadcasts in daily periods from his own desk. He has returned 
to the microphone the last two years with a weekly program on 
current events, which is now put on the air by nine Wisconsin sta- 
tions and listened to by thousands of Wisconsin people. 

Mr. Evjue’s particular interest outside of publishing The Times 
is the Capital Times Kiddie Camp, a family welfare enterprise 
which was established in 1919 and provides vacational privileges 
and outdoor life for four thousand needy children every summer, 
the money being raised through the donation of citizens. Mr. 
Evjue has not only molded public thought and opinion through the 
medium of the press but also through political activity. He served 
as a member of the State Legislature from 1917 to 1919; was a 
member of the Republican State Central Committee from 1920 until 
1924 and was a presidential elector in the latter year. He was 
made chairman of the convention held in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, 
at which the Progressive party was born in May, 1934, and his 
clearly and forcefully expressed opinions on public questions have 
promoted inquiry on the part of many and molded public action. 
Mr. Evjue has membership in the Madison Club, the University 
Club, and the Nakoma Country Club. His interest readily centers 
on those things which are vital to the material, political, social and 
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moral welfare, and his stand is always taken on the side of advance- 
ment and improvements. His college fraternities are Phi Gamma 
Delta and Sigma Delta Chi. 

On the 31st of May, 1913, in Madison, Mr. Evjue was married to 
Zillah Julia Bagley, a daughter of the late William R. Bagley, who 
was a prominent lawyer of Madison. They reside at 920 Castle 
Place, Madison. 


WALTER JODOK KOHLER. No name occupies a more honored place 
on the roll of Wisconsin’s eminent men than that of Walter J. Kohler, 
because his life was the embodiment of the high principles and ideals 
which he cherished. He was “famed nationally as a Wisconsin Gov- 
ernor ‘who put business methods into government and as an industrial- 
ist who put humanitarianism into industry.” His record constitutes a 
most important chapter in the annals of the commonwealth, not alone 
because he wisely ruled the state for two years or because he controlled 
a business that gave a living to hundreds of employes but because 
he was above all things a man—a man who understood and overlooked 
the failings of others, a man who recognized the possibiilties of his 
fellows and encouraged them to bring out the noblest and best in their 
natures. The village of Kohler, in its comfort, its usefulness and its 
beauty, built that his workmen might have homes and not mere places 
of shelter, is a fitting monument to him. 

Walter J. Kohler was born in Sheboygan, Wisconsin, March 8, 
1875, a son of John M. and Lillie (Vollrath) Kohler, the father a native 
of the Austrian Tyrol, whence he came to the new world, making She- 
boygan his destination. In 1873 he established a manufacturing plant 
and began the development of a business which became one of the 
important productive industries of Wisconsin. In the family were 
four sons and three daughters, of whom Evangeline, Lillie and Herbert 
V. Kohler still survive, the latter being president of the Kohler Com- 
pany. 

Walter J. Kohler attended the public schools of Sheboygan and 
years later, in recognition of what he had accomplished, the University 
of Wisconsin bestowed on him the honorary degree of Master of Arts 
and Lake Forest University the degree of Doctor of Laws. He was a 
man of broad learning because of his wide reading, his close observa- 
tion and his keen perception. In 1890, when a youth of fifteen, he 
became identified with the Kohler Company, working first as a laborer 
for a wage of $1.25 per day and earning his advancement. His broth- 
ers, Robert and Carl, were his associates in the management of the 
business at first. Following their deaths in 1905 the control of the 
mammoth enterprise, which in time employed almost 4,000 people, 
devolved on Walter J. Kohler. He continued in the presidency until 
April, 1937, when he became chairman and was succeeded as president 
by his brother Herbert. He was also chairman of the board of Kohler 
Company, Ltd., of London; chairman of the board of the Vollrath 
Company of Sheboygan; and president of the Mountain States Supply 
Company of Salt Lake City. He likewise filled the position of chair- 
man of the board of the Security National Bank of Sheboygan. The 
policy of the Kohler Company in the conduct of their manufacturing 
interests was a policy which foreshadowed the economic trend of the 
present, when many employers recognize their obligation, other than 
payday requirements, to their employes. The company adopted an 
eight hour shift for furnace men, with three shifts per day, and they 
spent thousands of dollars in putting in equipment to furnish more 
light to the workmen and eliminate dust, smoke and gases. Wages 
were increased and hours reduced in the plant “to permit workers 
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and their families to enjoy life.” Then came the building of Kohler, 
an ideal village, with modern homes, wide streets and recreation 
places, and through a mutual building and loan association plan the 
workmen could purchase these homes at cost. On January 25, 1934, 
the Society of Arts and Sciences recognized the model village and 
awarded Governor Kohler its national service fellowship for . ‘‘con- 
spicuous service to humanity.” 

As the years went by his cooperation was sought in many realms 
of public service. Politically always a stanch Republican, he neither 
sought nor desired office, but in 1916 was made a presidential elector 
and later was drafted by his party as candidate for the office of gov- 
ernor. His administration covered 1929 and 1930. He conducted 
the affairs of the state as he did his business interests, with the great- 
est regard for efficiency, honesty, economy and constructive expansion. 
When he took the oath of office there was a deficit of $3,500,000, which 
he not only succeeded in wiping out in the two years of his adminis- 
tration,.but also left a surplus of $500,000, and William I’. Kinsella, 
then treasurer of the Republican State Committee, said: “State ex- 
penditures which had long been on an upward trend were effectively 
checked. While highway revenues continued to increase, no new taxes 
were imposed during his administration and the total disbursement, 
exclusive of highways, was reduced. He took definite steps to safe- 
guard the state trust funds, including the teachers’ retirement fund, 
placing them under a competent annuity and investment board.” A 
scientific purchasing bureau was created, the civil service law was 
strengthened and a modern type of budget procedure instituted.” 

For six years Governor Kohler was a regent of the University of 
Wisconsin, and during three years of that period was president of the 
board. He was vice president and a director of the National Associa- 
tion of Manufacturers; was a director of the Wisconsin Manufac- 
turers Association, of the Planning Foundation of America (New 
York), the Chicago & North Western Railway and a trustee of the 
Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company of Milwaukee. He 
also acted as vice chairman of the National Industrial Conference 
board. He served as a trustee of Lawrence College of Appleton, Wis- 
consin; was president of the Sheboygan Home for the Friendless; and 
was a member of the Chicago Club, the Milwaukee Club and the Union 
League of Chicago and New York. He had membership in the Masonic 
order and belonged to the Episcopal church. He was particularly fond 
of music and as a boy he played the cornet, fife and drums, and later 
contributed largely for the development of the Kohler Band and the 
Kohler Junior Band. He possessed artistic taste, and both he and his 
wife, who was once an art teacher, were connoisseurs of fine paintings. 
He loved trees, shrubs and flowers, and the landscaping around his 
home, Riverbend, was most beautiful. Usually he had in his button- 
hole a white carnation, which was his favorite flower. Many of his 
happiest hours were spent among his books, for he was an inveterate 
reader, particularly enjoying biography. 

On the 3d of November, 1900, Mr. Kohler married Charlotte 
Schroeder, of Kenosha, Wisconsin, and to them were born four chil- 
dren, John M., Walter J., Carl J. and Robert EK. Theirs was a most 
happy home life. The tastes of Mr. and Mrs. Kohler were largely 
similar, so that they derived the greatest pleasure from the many 
trips which they took abroad. Governor Kohler often flew his own 
plane on trips when he was governor and time and speed seemed im- 
portant. He had the acquaintance and friendship of many of the 
eminent men of the country and he was serving as state chairman of 
the Finnish Relief Fund, Inc., at the time of his death, of which society 
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his friend, former President Herbert Hoover, was national chairman, 
and who said: “I was greatly shocked to hear of Governor Kohler’s 
passing. He was an enlightened industrial pioneer, a great public 
servant and a fine American.” Many others joined in tribute to him, 
his ability and his humanity, and the Milwaukee Sentinel wrote edi- 
torially: 

“Well done thou good and faithful servant.’ Walter J. Kohler’s 
life came to a close on Sunday, April 21, 1940. In his death Wisconsin 
lost one of its greatest citizens and the world of industry lost one of 
its outstanding figures. But when death came to Walter Kohler the 
great host of friends, his associates and his relatives could find con- 
solation in the story of his achievements, his philanthropy and his way 
of life. 

“Walter Kohler was one of those men who climbed the ladder of 
success by hard work. He was one of those men who built a great - 
industry upon the knowledge he gained as a laborer, as an executive 
and then as the head of the Kohler Company—a company known 
throughout the world. He set up standards for his own life and for 
his great manufacturing plants and their products and these standards 
made famous ‘Kohler of Kohler.’ 

“It seems almost unnecessary to tell Wisconsin people of Walter 
J. Kohler. They have seen his industrial plants. They have traveled 
from every corner of the state to see the model community in which 
his employes live. . . . They remember him as one of the great Gov- 
ernors of the state. They remember him for the aid and assistance 
he gave to the children of some of his employes in their search for a 
greater education than that provided by the schools of the community. 
They remember that whenever there was an appeal for assistance for 
a worthy cause Walter J. Kohler could be found among those willing 
to give both money and time and personal effort to render such assist- 
ance. His political and business associates pictured him as: 

““4 man who got things done; a man of kindness, loyalty and 
courage; an able and distinguished citizen; a builder, a great public 
servant and one who had the love and affection of those who worked 
with him and for him.’ ”’ 


RALPH MAXWELL IMMELL, whose life has largely been devoted 
to public service of both military and civilian nature, and who is 
now the adjutant general of Wisconsin (on military leave), was 
born at Blair, Wisconsin, September 11, 1894, and in the course of 
time was graduated from the Blair high school as a member of the 
class of 1911. He completed a course at the La Crosse State Teachers 
College in 1915 and entered the University of Wyoming, where he 
was awarded the Bachelor of Arts degree in 1918. He took up law 
at the University of Wisconsin, winning his Bachelor of Laws degree 
in 1921, in which year he was also admitted to practice in the courts 
of Wisconsin. Since then he has received comprehensive military 
instruction, attending the Army War College G-1 in 1927; the Army 
War College G-2 in 1928, and the Army Infantry School at Fort 
Benning, Georgia, in 1929. 

General Immell’s initial military training was received as a mem- 
ber of the Reserve Officers Training Corps at the University of 
Wyoming in 1916 and he served in the first World War from 1917 to 
1919, spending nineteen months overseas as a member, and lieu- 
tenant, of the One hundred and First Infantry of the Twenty-sixth 
Division. He was on the Chemin des Dames sector in February, 1918. 
Attached to the One Hundred and Thirty-fourth French Infantry, 
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he participated in the Champagne sector operations of March, 1918. 
He was with the defensive in the Toul sector in April, May and 
June, 1918, and was afterward an instructor at the Field Officers 
School at Chatillon-sur-Seine. Since 1923 he has been the adjutant 
general of Wisconsin and received federal recognition as brigadier 
general in 1924. His appointment as brigadier general of the National 
Guard of the United States was confirmed by the Senate in 1924. 
He served as president of the Adjutants General Association of the 
United States from 1930 to 1935, and was made brigadier general 
of the line, National Guard of the United States, commanding the 
Fifty-third Cavalry Brigade, December 15, 1938. 

His activities in civil life cover service as assistant to the district 
attorney of Dane County in 1921, and as executive clerk and executive 
secretary to the governor of the State of Wisconsin from 1921 to 
1923. He was appointed the adjutant general of Wisconsin in 1923, 
and is now on military leave. Becoming a member of the law firm of 
Mason & Priestley in Madison, he actively engaged in practice in the 
capital city. 

General Immell actively participated in the Wisconsin bank 
stabilization program in 1931 and 1982. He has successively been 
acting director, chairman and member of the Wisconsin Conser- 
vation Commission in the period from 1931 to 1937. He organized 
and directed the Works Progress Administration from July, 1933, to 
February, 1936. He is president and director of the Wisconsin Rehab- 
jlitation Board. He was the first director of the National Progressive 
party of America and the first executive director of the party. 

General Immell is married to Hazel Mary Gray, and their two 
children are Robert Blaine, aged twenty-one, and Mary Gray, seven- 
teen years of age. The family home is at 1112 Grant Street in Madi- 
son, Wisconsin. 

In 1940 the war department eliminated all National Guard cavalry, 
and General Immell found himself without a command. A hostile 
governor refused to assign him to another brigade. Determined to 
serve in the field in World War II General Immell took a demotion 
to rank of colonel, cavalry, division in the army of the United States, 
and went overseas with the U. S. Army in December, 1942. He was 
commissioned brigadier general in 1944. He has been decorated with 
the Victory medal with four stars, World War I; Verdun and Euro- 
pean Theatre medals; and in World War II, comdr.L’ordre du Ouissam 
Alaouite Cherifien; Cavalier Magestrale, Order of Malta, 1944; 
commander in the Order of the Crown of Italy, 1944; commander in 
the Legion of Honor of France, 1944; the French Croix de Guerre 
with Palm, 1944; the Legion of Merit and European theater with 
five battle stars, U. S. Army, 1944. 

At the present time General Immell is assigned to the office of 
the chief of staff, War Department, Washington, D.C., for duty 
with the War Department General Staff Committee on National 
Guard and Reserve policies. 


Quincy H. HALE, one of the leading attorneys of La Crosse County 
and one of the most public-spirited citizens of the city of La Crosse, 
where he is identified with various interests that affect the material, 
civic and moral welfare, was born in Spring Valley, Minnesota, March 
24, 1893, and is of English descent. His grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Samuel Hale, natives of England, came to the United States in 1856, 
settling in Mower County, Minnesota, where Mr. Hale followed the 
occupation of farming. Their son, Samuel H. Hale, became a dealer 
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in farm implements at Spring Valley, Minnesota, where he also en- 
gaged in the real estate business. He likewise took a prominent part 
in public affairs and several terms served as mayor. His death oc- 
curred in 1933. His wife, who bore the maiden name of Helen M. 
Leach, was a daughter of Dunbar and Sarah Leach, who removed from 
New Hampshire to Minnesota in pioneer times. In the family of 
Samuel H. and Helen M. (Leach) Hale were six children: Beatrice, 
who became the wife of Judge A. Whiting, of Antigo, Wisconsin; Ever- 
ett, who made the supreme sacrifice in the first World War ; Quincy H.; 
Arlow D., living in Milwaukee; Iva, the wife of Marvin Harwood, of 
Racine, Wisconsin; and Donald D., a resident of Stratford, Wisconsin. — 


While spending his youthful days under the parental roof, Quincy 
H. Hale attended the Spring Valley public schools and afterward en- 
tered the University of Minnesota, where he completed the classical 
course with the Bachelor of Arts degree in 1915 and the law course 
with the LL.B. degree in 1918 after serving in World War I, in 
February, 1919, he arrived in La Crosse, where he engaged in 
practice for a time as a partner of Judge Cowie and later practiced 
independently for a number of years, but in 1936 he was joined by 
Thomas H. Skemp in a partnership that still continues. His entire 
professional career has connected him with the courts of this district. 
He recognized the fact that industry is the basis of success at the 
bar, Just as in other walks of business, and he therefore closely 
applied himself te the duties of his law practice, which accordingly 
increased in volume and importance as the years passed Dyes Hor. a 
quarter of a century he has been active in professional circles here 
and his course has at all times commanded the respect and confidence 
of his colleagues and contemporaries, for he ever sustains the highest 
ethical standards of his chosen calling. His devotion to his clients’ 
interests is proverbial yet he never forgets that he owes a still 
higher allegiance to the majesty of the law. 


In addition to his professional interests Mr. Hale is known in 
business circles of La Crosse as a member of the board of directors of 
the Bump Pump Company, as a director of the Community Loan & 
Finance Company and as a director of the Heileman Brewing Com- 
pany. He is an outstanding figure in connection with many public 
affairs, having served as president of the board of the County 
Tuberculosis Sanitarium, is a member of the city planning commis- 
sion and is a past president of the Wisconsin Congregational Con- 
ference, having membership in the Congregational church at La 
Crosse. He has been president of the La Crosse County Bar Associ- 
ation and president of the State Bar Association of Wisconsin. 
Fraternally he is a Mason, while his social conections are with the 
La Crosse Club and the Country Club. He also has membership in 
the American Legion, for during the first World War he enlisted at 
Chicago and was on duty as a balloon observer. These connections 
indicate the nature and breadth of his activities and make him an 
active factor in the upbuilding and progress of the community, for 
he has learned to evaluate correctly the opportunities and responsi- 
bilities of life. 

Mr. Hale married Helen Wilson, of Helena, Montana, who is a 
graduate of St. Mary’s College of Faribault, Minnesota. Their three 
children are: Jane, born October 29, 1928; Molly, born October 6, 
1932; and Helen, born July 12, 1934. The family residence ig at 2127 
Grandview Place in La Crosse and Mr. Hale has his office in the State 
Bank building. 
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Most REv. Moses E. KILEY became the sixth archbishop of Mil- 
waukee through appointment by Pope Pius XII in January, 1940, 
and was formally enthroned in the episcopal see in March of the 
same year by the Most Rev. Amleto Cicognani, apostolic delegate to 
the United States. He succeeded Archbiship Samuel A. Stritch, who 
was transferred to head the Chicago archdiocese of the Catholic 
church. 

Archbishop Kiley was born in Margaree, Nova Scotia, and the 
family moved to Somerville, Massachusetts, when the Archbishop 
was a child. He was born in November, 1876, a son of John and 
Margaret (McGarry) Kiley. In early manhood he was associated 
with the business interests of the Kiley family and then decided to 
dedicate his life to the work of the church. He pursued his education 
in St. Laurent College at Montreal, Canada, in St. Mary’s Seminary 
of Baltimore, Maryland, and in St. Thomas College, Rome, Italy. 
In the latter institution he gained his Doctorate of Philosophy in 
1909 and in the Propaganda University of Rome in 1911 he won his 
S.T.D. In the same year he was ordained to the priesthood in Rome 
and soon afterward returned to the United States, accepting the 
invitation of Archbishop Quigley to go to Chicago, where he served 
as curate of St. Agnes Church until 1916. In that year he estab- 
lished the mission of the Holy Cross for dependent men and the 
Central Charity Bureau of Catholic Charities. He was then made 
the first diocesan supervisor of Catholic Charities in Chicago, remain- 
ing in that position until 1926. He was chairman of the Directors of 
Charities for United States and Canada. In 1921 he founded the 
Misericordia Hospital and Infants Home and the Catholic Home 
Bureau, while in 1925 he established the Catholic Charities Summer 
Home for women and children. He was made a monsignor by Pope 
Pius XI in 1924. 

From 1926 to 1934 Monsignor Kiley was again in Rome, serving 
as the spiritual director of the American College. He was also con- 
sultor to the Vatican’s Russian Commission in 1929. Archbishop 
Kiley was a consultor of the Sacred Congregation for the Oriental 
Church and a consultor of the Sacred Congregation of the Council. 

He became a member of the Catholic hierarchy in 1934 when, 
in the Church of Santa Susanna in Rome, he was consecrated bishop 
of Trenton, New Jersey. He returned immediately to the United 
States and assumed his new duties, which terminated with his appoint- 
ment as archbishop of Milwaukee in 1940. 

The Milwaukee archdiocese embraces seventeen counties in south- 
eastern Wisconsin and has a Catholic population of nearly half a 
million souls. Catholicity in Wisconsin dates back more than three 
centuries to the period when the great missionary and explorer, 

Father Jacques Marquette, S.J., journeyed through this territory. Mil- 
waukee: was made a diocese in November, 1843, and raised to an 
archepiscopal see in 1875. The school system of the diocese was 
begun in 1842, with a few pupils in the basement of St. Peter’s 
Church in Milwaukee, and has grown to 190 parochial schools, 24 
high schools, 4 colleges and universities, training over 62,000 young 
people for future citizens. 


RIGHT REVEREND MONSIGNOR ROMAN R. ATKIELSKI, chancellor 
and secretary of the archdiocese of Milwaukee, was born in this city, 
August 5, 1898, a son of Frank and Catherine Atkielski. They were 
married in St. Hedweg’s Catholic Church sixty years ago and are 
still residents of this city. His mother was born in Behrent, Germany, 
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in 1858, and came to the United States when sixteen years of age. 
The father was born in Warsaw, Poland, and arrived in the new 
world when nineteen years old. 

Monsignor Atkielski obtained his early education in Milwaukee, 
attended Campion College at Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin, and then 
entered Marquette University. He gained his Bachelor of Arts degree 
at St. Francis Seminary, where he was ordained to the priesthood 
on May 30, 1931. For two years he acted as assistant pastor at St. 
Stanislaus Church and for twelve years has been chancellor and 
secretary, serving under three successive archbishops. On May 14, 
1938, he was made a private chamberlain to Pope Pius XI with the 
title of Very Reverend Monsignor. Six years later, on March 18, 
1944, he was appointed a Domestic Prelate by His Holiness Pope 
Pius XII with the title Right Reverend Monsignor. In addition to 
his duties in this connection he is also serving as chaplain of the 
Milwaukee Council of the Knights of Columbus and is very active 
in the work of the Catholic Charities. 


CLARENCE ADDISON DyKSTRA. The characterization of C. <A. 
Dykstra as “patient, painstaking and impartial” tersely expresses 
the man who, as president of the University of Wisconsin from 1937 
until his resignation in October, 1944, and as chairman of the National 
Defense Mediation Board, became an outstanding American, typical 
of the best elements in our citizenship and of the principles which 
have brought leadership to the country. Born in Cleveland, Ohio, 
February 25, 1883, he is a son of Lawrence and Margaret (Barr) 
Dykstra, the family name indicating his Holland ancestry. He won 
his Bachelor of Arts degree at the State University of Iowa in 1903 
and was a fellow in history and assistant in political science at the 
University of Chicago for the scholastic year of 1903-04 and from 
1906 until 1908. His achievements in educational and scientific cir- 
cles brought him the degree of Doctor of Laws from the Ohio Wes- 
leyan University in 1934; the L.H.D. degree from Otterbein Uni- 
versity in 1985; the LL.D. degree from Knox College of Galesburg, 
Illinois, in 1936; the Doctor of Letters degree from the University 
of Cincinnati in 1937; LL.D. degree from Hope College of Holland, 
Michigan, in 1937; the L.H.D. degree from Hobart College in 1938; 
LL.D. degree from Northwestern University in 1939, from Johns 
Hopkins, Rutgers and Harvard universities in 1941 and from Lake 
Forest and Denver universities in 1942. 

His initial step in professional circles °was made as teacher in a 
private school in Pensacola, Florida, where he remained from 1904 
until 1906, after which he was instructor in history and government 
in Ohio State University from 1907 until 1909. As professor of 
political science and head of the department he remained at the 
University of Kansas from 1909 until 1918. All through the years 
he was developing his theories of government and attempting to se- 
cure their adoption as factors in practical affairs. Soon after the 
close of the first World War he had opportunity to demonstrate the 
practicability of his opinions, being called back to Cleveland as the 
executive secretary of the City Club, in which position he continued 
from 1920 until 1922. He then served the Los Angeles (Cal.) City 
Club from 1922 until 1926 and was likewise commissioner of the 
department of water and power there from 1923 to 1926, when he 
was made director of personnel and efficiency in the same depart- 
ment, there remaining from 1926 until 1930. He had also returned 
to the educational field in 1923 as professor of municipal administra- 
tion at the University of California at Los Angeles, holding that 
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position until 1930. The latter year found him in Cincinnati as city 
manager and again his ideas took concrete form in a control of mu: 
nicipal affairs that wrought great good for the city. It was during 
that time that he had to face the problem of flood control caused by 
the rising waters of the Ohio which brought devastation to the entire 
river valley. Damage and disaster were prevalent everywhere, but 
he faced the situation unfalteringly, often spent forty hours unin- 
terruptedly in his office, imparting his confident leadership to his de. 
partment, inspiring confidence in the workmen all down the line and 
in time triumphing over conditions that had made many of the stout- 
ee quail. He remained as Cincinnati’s city manager until 

‘ That year saw Doctor Dykstra established as the president of 
the University of Wisconsin, but important as was his work here it 
did not circumscribe his efforts along various other lines. Something 
of the breadth, scope and importance of his efforts is indicated in 
the positions he filled. He was made a member of the technical 
advisory board of the National Emergency Public Works Administra- 
tion; a member of the Ohio State Advisory Commission of the United 
States Employment Service; president of the International Associa- 
tion of City Managers in 1932-33; a member of the President’s com- 
mittee on Fiscal Relations of the Federal Government and the District 
of Columbia; chairman of the committee to survey “the Role of the 
Urban Community in the National Economy”; a member of the Na- 
tional Resources board; a member of the executive committee of the 
Tax Revision Council and chairman of the sub-committee on the 
allocation of functions between Federal, State and local governments. 
In April, 1940, he was made a director of Selective Service and it was 
in that connection that the incident occurred that so aptly brought 
out his adaptability and his human appeal. It was at the time the 
first drawing for the draft was made and the announced number of 
158 was followed by a woman’s scream. An officer strode forward 
but Doctor Dykstra, as if he had prepared for the emergency, mo- 
tioned the officer and the woman to the platform and, warmly grasp- 
ing the hand of the mother whose son had been called, said: ‘““How 
proud and happy you must be to receive this honor. If he is called I 
want you to promise me you will write and tell me personally how he 
gets along.” 

Doctor Dykstra’s next appointment made him a member of the 
advisory committee on education, welfare and recreation to the Army 
and Navy. He was chairman of the National Defense Mediation 
Board until June, 1941, and did effective work in strike settlements. 
From 1937 until 1941 he was president of the National Municipal 
League. He is a member of the National Conference on City Plan- 
ning, and he belongs to the American Political Science Association 
and to the American Academy of Political and Social Science, having 
served as president of the former in 1938. His fraternities are Phi 
Beta Kappa, Phi Kappa Phi and Delta Upsilon. His writings have 
made him widely known to the general public, for he is the author of 
many articles which have appeared in the National Municipal Review, 
Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, the 
American City, the American Political Science Review, Public Admin- 
istration and still other magazines of a similar nature. His religious 
belief is that of the Dutch Reformed church. 

On the 81st of July, 1909, Doctor Dykstra married Ada M. Hart- 
ley, who accompanied him to Lawrence, Kansas, where he was filling 
a professorship, and where they became parents of a daughter, Eliza- 
beth Sylvester. Mrs. Dykstra died in 1926 and on December 25, 


TS Fryintg’ 


ae 


un 
t 


; oJ 
re) oa 


34 ; WISCONSIN 


1927, the Doctor married Mrs, Lillian K. Rickaby, whose former hus- 
band had been a professor in Pomona College of California, and 
whose son, Franz Lee, he adopted. The Doctor and his wife have 
many interests in common, especially those affecting the government, 
thus making for close companionship, and they exerted a widely felt 
influence over the cultural development of Madison as well as the 
social life of the student body. Doctor Dykstra’s position in public 
affairs has largely been that of a moderator, capable of exerting a 
quieting influence over adverse factions and while never intruding 
his personality, it has nevertheless been the potent element in the 
settlement of many vexing questions affecting state and federal wel- 
fare. His resignation in October, 1944, from the presidency of the 
University of Wisconsin followed a call to the post of provost of the 
University of California at Los Angeles. 


LEATHEM D. SMITH is one of Wisconsin’s foremost industrialists, 
and his name is known from coast to coast in connection with the ship- 
building program of World War II. He is president and owner of the 
Leathem D. Smith Shipbuilding Company of Sturgeon Bay, and has 
converted a comparatively small enterprise, employing about one hun- 
dred men, into a mammoth concern which utilizes the efforts of ap- 
proximately five thousand. His story is that of a man who has recog- 
nized and embraced his opportunities and all the more quickly because 
it has given him the chance to serve his country in its hour of dire 
emergency. 

Mr. Smith was born in Sturgeon Bay, September 7, 1886, a son of 
Thomas Henry and Anna (Daley) Smith, the latter a native of Can- 
ada. His father, who was born in Stowe, Massachusetts, June 21, 
1842, was of English lineage, a son of John and Mary B. (Whitney) 
Smith. The former, a native of Utica, New York, removed to Nor- 
wich, Connecticut, with his family and there died at a comparatively 
early age. His wife was a member of the Whitney family that traces 
its ancestry in Massachusetts back to 1635. 

Thomas H. Smith was only about a year old when the family moved 
to Connecticut and when fourteen years of age he became an orphan. 
He began work at the machinist’s trade, which he followed until the 
outbreak of the Civil War. When he was nineteen he enlisted in the 
Union Army, becoming a member of Company C, Second Connecticut 
Volunteer Infantry, and with his regiment participated in the first 
battle of Bull Run. On the expiration of his three months’ term of 
enlistment he returned to Connecticut and resumed work at his trade. 
His first business venture of an independent nature was the manufac- 
ture of ninety thousand pairs of ice skates, for which he had been 
awarded a contract. It was through the influence of his uncle, John 
Whitney, then conducting a machine shop at Green Bay, that he came 
to Wisconsin, and while working as his uncle’s assistant he formed the 
acquaintance of John Leathem, then proprietor of a lumber mill at 
New Franken, ten miles from Green Bay, and who visited the Whitney 
shop to have some single saws set on collars. Sometime later a part- 
nership was formed between Mr. Smith and Mr. Leathem that existed 
for a quarter of a century. After a brief period they removed from 
New Franken to Red River, where the business was conducted until 
1870, when the Leathem & Smith Company came to Sturgeon Bay and 
established a sawmill. They also secured a large contract for trans- 
porting ice from this point for the Hammond City Packing Company 
of Hammond, Indiana, operating a line of freight boats in connection 
with that trade. They continued in the lumber business, but no sawing 
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was done in Sturgeon Bay by the firm after 1892. At one time they 
owned twenty-four thousand acres of fine timber in Louisiana and a 
valuable timber tract in Michigan. In 1893 they organized the Leath- 
em & Smith Towing & Wrecking Company, and their boats, tugs and 
equipment were used all over the Great Lakes. Mr. Smith also devel- 
oped the Sturgeon Bay quarries, in which undertaking he was associ- 
ated with his son, Leathem D. Smith, who became his father’s active 
assistant in various enterprises. 

Thomas H. Smith also operated a flour and grist mill; established 
the Hunsader Machine Company; built the first telephone line from 
Sturgeon Bay to Death’s Door on the tip of the peninsula; built the 
first bridge across Sturgeon Bay, and for many years was an active 
participant in the shipbuilding industry and finally established a 
crushed stone plant at the mouth of Sturgeon Bay. His partner, John 
Leathem, retired from active business in the early 1890’s and Mr. 
Smith was thereafter the head of the various enterprises mentioned. 

Leathem D. Smith after acquiring his early education in the public 
schools of Sturgeon Bay completed a course in civil engineering in the 
University of Wisconsin in 1909, after which he became actively asso- 
ciated with his father in business. His older brother advised him to 
go to California where opportunities were seemingly greater, but after 
careful consideration he decided against it, and instead bought a quar- 
ter interest in the Leathem & Smith Towing & Wrecking Company. 
He continued as the assistant to his father in other enterprises also. 
Thomas H. Smith remained active along the lines indicated until his 
death in 1914. 

Leathem D. Smith’s connection with shipbuilding began when he 
took over the designing and construction of the steamer John Hun- 
sader in 1909 and from 1911 until 1914 he was engaged in breakwater 
contracting and small wrecking and salvaging operations, after which 
he reorganized his father’s business, still retaining the name of the 
Leatham & Smith Company. He became president of the Leathem & 
Smith Wrecking & Towing Company, the Leathem & Smith Lumber 
Company and of the stone quarry interests which developed into one 
of the largest business interests in Sturgeon Bay. He has also con- 
tinued to the present an extensive coal business. 

In 1918 Leathem D. Smith went to Washington, where he negoti- 
ated contracts for the construction of twelve ocean-going tugs, costing 
two million dollars. Reorganization of the business after World War 
I led to the creation of the Leathem D. Smith Dock Company and the 
Leathem D. Smith Stone Company. OU 991 

During the 1920’s when the shipbuilding industry was at its lowest 
ebb, Leathem Smith invented a self-unloader device for freighters, the 
first of which was installed in the Andaste in 1923. The Smith self- 
unloading device was installed in a total of twenty large freighters, in- 
cluding one at Montreal and another in England. 

In 1929, Mr. Smith designed and built the Material Service, a new 
type self-unloader designed specifically for service on the Chicago 
drainage canal to go under the bridges. The vessel plied the waters 
until 1936, when she sank off South Chicago during a violent storm. 

Leathem D. Smith entered his second war emergency shipbuilding 
program in September, 1940, with a small contract for ocean-going 
tugs. In the spring of 1941 he secured his first contract with the navy 
department. This was for a single PC type submarine chaser. Estab- 
lishing itself firmly with the navy through the construction of this 
vessel, the yard was subsequently awarded additional contracts for 
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more of the same type of craft, varying from two to ten ships per con- 
tract for a total of forty-two of the trim, 173-foot warships. 

Simultaneously with the subchaser program the yard began its first 
contract with the Maritime Commission, which called for a fleet of nine 
265-foot coastal cargo vessels. These were destined to be lend-leased 
to Great Britain. At the time this initial contract with the Maritime 
Commission was awarded in August, 1941, construction work on the 
berths and buildings for the coasters was carried on simultaneously 
with the construction of the first two vessels. The nine ships were con- 
structed in four hundred and seventy-seven days—an average of fifty- 
three days each. Upon completion of the coaster contract in May, 
1942, the yard was well underway on its second Maritime Commission 
contract for a fleet of eight modern frigate warships. Leathem Smith 
had increased his payroll to almost 4,000 and ships were leaving the 
Smith ways at a rate which would have been termed impossible in 
peace time. 

After, building thirty-eight PC subschasers for the navy the yard 
converted four of this type to modern gunboats in addition to building 
three net tenders and a fleet of ten water tankers. The frigate pro- 
gram for the Maritime Commission was rushed to completion and the 
yard immediately began construction of a fleet of C1-M-AV1 freight- 
ers. The vessels, seventeen of which were built, were the largest 
ocean-going ships ever built on the Great Lakes. At its peak the yard 
employed about 6,000 men and women. 

A series of “firsts” for Great Lakes shipyards have won national 
acclaim to Leathem Smith and his organization. On Labor Day, 1942, 
the yard set the first multiple launching record when it sent down its 
ways sidewise two submarine chasers and two coastal cargo vessels 
within a two-hour period. 

The first coaster, the Alden Gifford, to be delivered from any of 
the yards in the country building that type of ship was put into service 
by the Smith shipyard. In April, 1948, the yard set another lakes rec- 
ord by delivering more ships in a single month than had ever been de- 
livered by any Great Lakes shipyard. Six vessels, three coasters and 
three PCs were put in service. 

During May, 1944, the yard put into service a total of five ships, 
two frigates and three subchasers to beat all deliveries on the lakes 
again. In 1942 the yard delivered eleven ships with a total overall 
value of approximately $15,000,000. Twenty-six vessels were delivered 
in 1943, valued about $40,000,000. In 1944 the firm delivered twenty- 
nine ships with a total valuation of about $50,000,000. In total the 
Smith yard constructed during the war program over $140,000,000 
worth of ships. 

The Smith yard was selected twice by the Maritime Commission to 
run standardization trials on its ships to set the pace for other ship- 
yards building the same types of vessels. In December, 1948, the 
U.S.S. Knoxville, first of the eight frigates, was chosen to run trials 
for one hundred of that type, and in October, 1944, trials were con- 
ducted on the U.S.S. Pontotoc, C1-M-AV1 freighter for some 239 of 
that type built for Pacific use against the war with Japan. 

The Leathem D. Smith shipbuilders have been cited by both the 
Maritime Commission and the Navy for their excellence in construction 
and production of ships. The workmanship contained in Smith-built 
ships has been lauded by these agencies time after time. The Mari- 
time Commission honored the shipyard and its workers by awarding 
its highest honors, the Maritime “M” pennant and two renewals and 
the Army-Navy “I” award has been renewed four times. The Smith 
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organization is one of the few in the nation to have received both these 
high honors. 

On the 16th of February, 1926, Mr. Smith married Alva Frederick- 
son, a daughter of S. J. and Suzanne (Howland) Frederickson. The 
father, who was born in Sweden, was one of the early settlers of Esca- 
naba, where he engaged in merchandising for many years and was also 
a bank director. He died in 1914. Mr. and Mrs. Smith have three chil- 
dren: Patricia Ann, born December 30, 1926; Suzanne, born April 24, 
1928; and Nancy, who was born February 17, 1930, and died in 1933. 
Mrs. Smith is now treasurer of the Leathem D. Smith Shipbuilding 
Company. Mr. Smith formerly served for three years as vice chair- 
man of the Republican State Central Committee, and in 1944 ran for 
the U. 8. senatorship but was defeated. His college fraternity is Delta 
Upsilon. He enjoys sailboating and sailboat racing and he owns the 
beautiful boat, Half Moon, which was built for James Roosevelt, who 
remained the owner until his duties as his father’s secretary prevented 
the use of this boat, on which the President had made several short 
cruises. 

In 1944 Leathem Smith announced he had designed a new type 
package container ship intended to revive package shipping on the 
Great Lakes and coastwise in the postwar era. Great interest has been 
shown throughout shipping circles, and the Maritime Commission has 
indicated a readiness to release materials as soon as war conditions 
permit. 


FRANK BELL SWINGLE, editor of the Wisconsin Agriculturist and 
Farmer, published at Racine, has been connected with this publica- 
tion since 1912 and has contributed in large measure to making this 
one of the foremost journals of the kind in the country. A native of 
Rock County, Wisconsin, born March 8, 1874, he is a son of Warren 
W. and Frankie (Bell) Swingle, who also were born in Rock County. 
His grandfather on the paternal side was Justice Cobb Swingle, a 
native of Pennsylvania, who sought the opportunities of the growing 
West in 1835, when Wisconsin was still under territorial rule. He 
married Maria Clark, who was born in Vermont, and together they 
bravely faced the discomforts and trials incident to settlement on the 
western frontier and participated in the upbuilding and development 
of the state. Through his grandmother Frank B. Swingle traces his 
ancestry back to a very early period in the settlement of this country, 
being a descendant of Ralph Wheelock, who was born in England in 
1600 and was graduated at Cambridge in 1626 as a fellow student 
of John Milton, John Elliott, Samuel Stone, Samuel Eaton, John 
Norton, Thomas Shepard and other eminent Puritans. In 1631 he 
married and in 1637 left England for the new world, accompanied 
by his wife, Rebecca, and their son, Gershom, and another child was 
born en route. Ralph Wheelock was a dissenting preacher and left 
his native land at the time religious persecution there was at its 
height. He located first at Watertown, Massachusetts, but soon after- 
ward removed to Dedham, then called Contentment, where he signed 
the Dedham covenant in 1637, his being the tenth name on the list. 
He was teacher of the first school in Dedham, which was supported 
by twenty pounds, English money, raised among forty people at the 
town meeting in February, 1644, and he continued teaching there 
until 1651. He was the ancestor of the first two presidents of Dart- 
mouth College and among the residents of the town was John Dwight, 
ancestor of the two Timothy Dwights who were presidents of Yale, 
and Richard Evered, who. was an ancestor of EKdward Everett, 
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president of Harvard. Another of that coterie was Anthony Fisher, 
ancestor of Fisher Ames. Ralph Wheelock served as selectman from 
1650 to 1654 and again in 1659-60, and he was a member of the 
General Court in 1654, 1663, 1664, 1666 and 1667. His wife died in 
1680 and he passed from this life in 1683. Their children were 
Gershom, born in England; Nancy, who married Joseph Miles and 
removed to Shrewsbury; Benjamin, born in 1640; Samuel, born in 
1642; Peregrin, who was born in 1644 and in 1669 became the wife 
of John Warfield; Rebecca, wife of John Crafts, of Roxbury; Record, 
born in 1644, the wife of Increase Ward, of Shrewsbury; Experience, 
who married Joseph Warren; and Eleazer, who was born in 1654. 

Eleazer Wheelock was a surveyor and hunter who in 1676 killed 
four wolves, for which he was paid a bounty of forty pounds. He 
removed to Mendon and lived in what is now the southeast part of 
Uxbridge. He married Elizabeth Fuller, of Rehobeth, and after her 
death made Mary Chenery his wife. He had seven children, of whom 
Ralph settled in Windham, Connecticut, and was the father of Rev. 
Eleazer Wheelock, D.D., the founder and first president of Dartmouth 
College, who was born in 1711 and died in 1779. 

Eleazer Wheelock, son of Rev. Eleazer Wheelock and of the fifth 
generation of the family in America, served in the Revolutionary War 
and in 1806 left New England, removing to Cincinnati, Ohio, where 
he founded a school. His wife was Tryphenia Young. Of their three 
daughters, Abigail, Mary and Betsy, the line of descent comes down 
through Mary, who was born in Hanover, New Hampshire, March 11, 
1756, and became: the wife of Wally Clark in Bradford, Vermont. 
Their daughter, Maria Clark, born August 28, 1811, became the wife 
of Justice Cobb Swingle, and the three children of that marriage 
were Ellen, Warren and Lucius. 

Warren Swingle, father of Frank B. Swingle, and a representative 
of the Wheelock family in the eighth generation in America, was 
born in Rock County, Wisconsin, in 1847, and after attaining his 
majority there took up the occupation of farming, making his home 
near Clinton. His diligence and enterprise made him one of the 
leading agriculturists of that district, and his public spirit made him 
a leading citizen. He served as township treasurer and as town 
chairman and he continued his farming operations until his death, 
at the age of seventy-seven years in April, 1924. He had long sur- 
vived his wife, who died in 1876, at the birth of their son Frank, 
when she was only twenty-four years of age. She was a daughter of 
Adam Bell, one of the earliest residents of Wisconsin, who on coming 
to this state from New York in 1838 passed through Racine and 
took up his abode in Rock County. He had traveled westward by the 
water route and proceeded by ox team from Racine to his destination. 

While spending his youthful days in his father’s home Frank B. 
Swingle attended the public schools of Rock County and then entered 
the State Teachers College at Whitewater, after which he engaged in 
teaching for a decade, most of the time in Kenosha County, and also 
taught in an evening school in Racine. He was then appointed a city 
mail carrier, thus serving until 1912, when he was made a member 
of the editorial staff of the Wisconsin Agriculturist and Farmer. He 
has since been identified with the paper, covering a period of thirty- 
two years, and in 1928 he was made managing editor and later 
became editor, in which position he still continues. The paper today 
is one of the best of the farm journals of the United States. It has 
been published in Racine for ninety-five years and has a circulation 
of one hundred and eighty-eight thousand. This result has been 
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achieved in a considerable measure through the efforts of Mr. Swingle, 
whose progressive spirit has been constantly manifest in his editorial 
management, and who has made the Agriculturist and Farmer of 
real value to its subscribers and a factor in the substantial develop- 
ment of the farming interests of the state. 

On the 14th of November, 1899, Mr. Swingle was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Anna Bose Wensing, of Kenosha County, a daughter of 
John and Mary (Bose) Wensing, both of whom were born in Kenosha 
County, where their people had settled during pioneer times. Her 
father owned land which he continued to cultivate throughout his 
business life. Mrs. Swingle died in January, 1941, as the result of a 
fall in her own home. Of this marriage there were born a daughter 
and son: Esther, who was born in January, 1901, is now the wife of 
Ray Herman, of Racine, and they have one child, Frances, who was 
born in September, 1920. The son, Everett Swingle, born in October, 
1903, was publicity department manager with the Michigan State 
College at’ East Lansing until 1944, when he joined the staff of a New 
York firm of advertising publicity associates. He married Florence 
Smith and they have two children, Donald and Richard. 

In July, 1942, Mr. Swingle married Sue Olson, of Chicago, a 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ole Olson. Her father, a native of Sweden, 
became a farmer at Thief River Falls, Minnesota, where he remained 
for many years, his death occurring in 1930. His wife passed away 
in 1900. 

Mr. and Mrs. Swingle reside at 1423 West Sixth Street in Racine. 
He is a member of the Masonic fraternity and of the Kiwanis Club, 
in which he has been active for fourteen years, serving now as chair- 
man of the agricultural committee of its Wisconsin and upper Michi- 
gan district. Politically he is a Republican and he belongs to the 
Methodist church, in which he formerly served as a trustee and for 
years was a teacher in the Sunday school. His hobby is gardening, 
in which he finds both interest and recreation. His ancestors made 
creditable records in establishing American independence and in 
promoting the early educational progress of the country and his own 
lines of life have been cast in harmony therewith, for he has always 
been a stanch advocate of measures leading to the political, civic 
and intellectual progress of his native state. 


WILLIAM ALBERT TITUS, president of the Wisconsin Historical 
Society, makes his home in Fond du Lac. He has been a lifelong resi- 
dent of the state and has been closely associated with events and 
interests that have largely shaped its annals. Born on a farm in the 
town of Empire in Fond du Lac County, August 30, 1868, he is a son 
of George and Lydia (Baer) Titus and a grandson of Albert Titus, 
who came to Wisconsin in 1852. The family is of Holland descent, the 
first American ancestors settling in the Colonies in 1760. His son, 
George Titus, was a Civil War veteran, having served as a member of 
Company A, Fourteenth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, while two 
of his brothers and three of his brothers-in-law were also numbered 
among the ‘‘boys in blue” in that conflict. George Titus took up the 
occupation of farming as his life work and in 1866 established his 
home in Eden township. He sold his farm and removed to Fond du 
Lac in 1905, where he remained until his death in 1917. 

After attending the rural school near his father’s farm William A. 
Titus continued his education in the Fond du Lac high school and 
later was a student in the University of Wisconsin and the University 
of Chicago, depending upon his own labors to meet the expenses of 
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his college work. In 1895 he became associated with the Nast Broth- 
ers Lime & Stone Company and in 1902 he was one of the organizers of 
the Standard Lime & Stone Company, of which he was made the 
secretary-treasurer, while in 1920 he was elected to the presidency, 
continuing to direct the affairs of the company until 1940, when he 
retired from business. He was also the president of the Citizens Loan 
& Investment Company and he served as the vice president of the 
Wisconsin Lime Manufacturers Association, which indicates his high 
standing in connection with that line of business. He was watchful 
of opportunities that pointed toward success and he guided his inter- 
ests according to the highest ethical standards of commercial fields. 


Mr. Titus always found, or made, time for cooperation in matters 
affecting the general interests of society. He has been one of the 
directors of the Wisconsin State Chamber of Commerce and from 
19138 until 1928 was a member of the board of visitors of the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin. Also in 1913 he became a member of the board of 
education in Fond du Lac, serving thereon until 1922, and during 
that time he was twice president of the board. He originated the idea 
of special classes for retarded children and worked to get an appro- 
priation from the Legislature for the purpose, this being the first 
undertaking of the kind in the United States, while later the plan was 
adopted by other schools in Wisconsin and in many other states. 
While on the Fond du Lac school board he was also interested in a 
measure for providing free school books for children in the grade 
schools and this later was made applicable for high school students 
also. 

From 1920 until 1928 Mr. Titus was a member of the State Senate 
and served as chairman of the committees on state affairs, finance, 
education and public welfare and was the author of an amendment 
introduced into the Legislature in 1921, and ratified by the people in 
1924, permitting the state to appropriate public money for the preser- 
vation and propagation of forests, this being the cornerstone of con- 
servation in Wisconsin.. Since 1920 Mr. Titus has been a member of 
the board of curators of the State Historical Society, was elected vice 
president of the society in 1938 and in 1940 was chosen its president 
and still occupies the office. He is the author of a series of articles 
on “Historic Spots in Wisconsin,” published in the Wisconsin Maga- 
zine of History, and the author of the History of the Fox River Valley. 
He has also written various articles on archaeological research in 
Wisconsin, Wyoming, New Mexico and Arizona, and in 1930 he pub- 
lished his book entitled Wisconsin Writers, which has been adopted 
for use in the schools of Wisconsin and has been rendered into 
braille. Mr. Titus belongs to the Wisconsin Academy of Arts and 
Sciences and fraternally is a Knight Templar Mason. 

On the 10th of September, 1895, Mr. Titus married Rose B. Tripp, 
and they have a family of six children: Alberta M., who was grad- 
uated from the University of Wisconsin in 1918 with the Bachelor of 
Arts degree and is now the wife of Dr. C. A. Richards, of Rhine- 
lander, Wisconsin; Helen Winifred, who won the Bachelor of Science 
degree at the University of Wisconsin in 1921 and is now the wife of 
Dr. J. H. Skavlem, of Cincinnati, Ohio; Arthur Edward, who com- 
pleted a course in the University of Wisconsin; Marjorie, who also is 
a graduate of the State University and is now the wife of Franklin E. 
Bump Jr., the editor of the American Fur Breeders Journal of Wau- 
sau, Wisconsin; Robert M.; and Elizabeth, the wife of Dr. Lynne 
Baker, a physician who is now director of the bureau of tuberculosis 
of the State Board of Health of Jacksonville, Florida. 
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WILLIAM HoRLICK, whose scientific investigation and production 
of food, especially designed for children and invalids, made him inter- 
nationally known, came from England to the new world in 1869. He 
was born at Ruardean in Gloucestershire, February 23, 1846, a son 
of James and Priscilla (Griffiths) Horlick and a descendant of one 
of the ancient English families. The name of Horlick originated with 
the family of Harlech of Harlech Castle in Marionetshire, Wales, 
where the family settled prior to the year 1244, having come from 
Normandy. The name was immortalized in the song “The March of 
the Men of Harlech” during the long feudal wars that followed the 
subjugation of Wales. Because the property of the families of Wales 
was confiscated as the result of those wars the Harlech family (later 
the Horlicks) left Wales and settled in Gloucestershire, England, 
Where the ancestors of William Horlick lived through several 
centuries. His father, James Horlick, born in Gloucestershire, July 
9, 1809, died March 12, 1878, while his wife, Priscilla (Griffiths) 
Horlick, born March 31, 1817, died January 5, 1874. Of their sons, 
John Griffiths Horlick, born February 21, 1839, died March 8, 1844; 
Peter, born February 21, 1842, died July 30, 1901; James, born April 
30, 1844, died May 7, 1921. 

The other son of the family, William Horlick, acquired his pre- 
liminary education in the public schools near his boyhood home and 
later attended a private boarding school at Candover, near Winches- 
ter, England. His father instructed him in the making of riding 
saddles and he later served an apprenticeship of four years with a 
harness maker, after which he operated a chain of shops at Ruardean, 
Cinderford and Ross, England. 

A decided change in his life came when in November, 1869, he 
sailed from Liverpool on the steamship City of Washington. Dis- 
embarking at New York, he made his way westward to Racine, Wis- 
consin, and there he married Arabella R. Horlick, daughter of Joseph 
A. Horlick, of Caledonia, Racine County, on November 16, 1870. He 
was then a young man of twenty-four years, and soon after his mar- 
riage he sailed with his wife for England, but in 1872 came back to 
the United States, where he joined the firm of J. A. Horlick & Sons, 
headed by his father-in-law, in the lime and stone business. A little 
later he moved with his family to Chicago to take over the manage- 
ment of their branch office in that city. 

While thus engaged William Horlick was giving much thought to 
the subject of food and diets, specializing particularly in the diet for 
infants. In 1875 he prevailed upon his brother James to join him in 
Chicago, where the brothers entered into a partnership under the 
name of J. & W. Horlick, and began the manufacture of a cereal 
product with which William Horlick had been experimenting and 
which became known as Horlick’s Food for Infants and Invalids. 

The original Horlick’s Food was the result of drying into pow- 
dered form the liquids obtained from macerating with water, wheat 
flour and malted barley, resulting’ in the starch of the flour being 
converted into maltose and dextrines. This product when added to 
milk resulted in a nutritious diet for infants and thus became a milk 
modifier in the early days before the modification of milk for infants 
was appreciated. The high rate of infant mortality was a matter 
of national concern. Mr. Horlick conducted experiments by which 
whole milk could be pasteurized with the ingredients of Horlick’s Food 
and reduced to powder form. 

His efforts resulted in the development of the evaporation process 
by which this product, requiring the addition of water only, was pro- 
duced, to which he gave the name of “Malted Milk.” 


HY # 
Pa 
Sean 


¥, 


42 WISCONSIN 


When put in hermetically sealed containers it could be preserved 
indefinitely in any climate. Thus for the first time in history whole 
milk was reduced to a powdered form that would keep and was easily 
transported. 

In the first year Horlick’s Food was made in the home of William 
Horlick, and later it was made in a leased building on North LaSalle 
Street in Chicago. William confined his attention to the production 
of Horlick’s Food while James devoted the greatest part of his time 
to the solicitation of orders. The steady development of their business 
made it necessary to secure greater manufacturing space and William 
Horlick purchased ten acres of undeveloped land in a grain and dairy- 
ing district near Racine, upon which he planned to erect a home and 
a factory. The location had an unfailing supply of natural, pure 
spring water and grain and milk were easily obtainable for the new 
product which he was developing. 

In 1876 William Horlick moved with his family to Racine and 
built a-one-story factory building which subsequently developed into 
the present imposing plant, in which has been produced the malted 
milk distributed throughout the world to the value of over one hun- 
dred million dollars. The business was conducted under the manage- 
ment of William Horlick as secretary and treasurer and general man- 
ager until, following the death of his brother, James Horlick, he also 
became the president of the company and so continued until his own 
demise September 25, 1936. 

William and Arabella R. Horlick were the parents of two daughters 
and two sons, of whom Alice Priscilla, the eldest, passed on in 1882, 
while Mabelle (Horlick) Sidley died July 6, 1938, and William Jr., on 
April 1, 1940, leaving Alexander J. Horlick as the only survivor. For 
many years Mr. Horlick was a vestryman and junior warden in St. 
Luke’s Protestant Episcopal Church in Racine and he was a trustee 
of St. Luke’s Hospital and of Racine College. To an unusual degree 
he possessed a kindly inclination for friendship and in his life ex- 
pressed the Emersonian philosophy that “the way to win a friend is 
to be one.” He displayed a steadfast loyalty to his family and his 
friends and an extraordinary keen mind in analyzing business and 
world conditions. 

His humanitarian spirit was manifest during his lifetime by his 
distribution of a large fortune to charitable organizations and to 
public enterprises in addition to the aid he unostentatiously gave to 
needy individuals. Among the recipients of his larger benefactions 
were: Saint Luke’s Hospital and Alice Horlick Maternity, of Racine; 
St. Mary’s Hospital of Racine; Western Theological Seminary of Ey- 
anston, Illinois; the Young Men’s Christian Association; the Salvation 
Army; the Young Women’s Christian Association; the Racine Wel- 
fare Fund; and the Racine Boy Scouts. He gave parks and school sites 
to the city of Racine, and contributed generously to the American 
Legion and to the Memorial building in Racine in recognition of their 
service in World War I; and to the Byrd South Pole expedition and to 
the Amundsen expedition to the North Pole. In the year 1922 he was 
appointed a Knight of First Class of the Royal Norwegian Order of 
St. Olaf by King Haakon of Norway, in recognition of his support 
of Polar exploration. 

William Horlick was keenly interested in the younger generation 
and in organizations for the promotion of their. welfare, and he as- 
sisted many young men to complete their educations when this was 
warranted by their promise of character and ability. 

Alexander J. Horlick, sole surviving member of the family, was 
born in Racine October 8, 1873. Following his graduation from Ra- 
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cine College he joined the Horlick Malted Milk Corporation and since 
the death of his father in 1936 he has been president. In 1907 he was 
elected mayor of Racine and following his reelection in 1909, served 
until the close of this second term and then retired to resume his 
activities with the Malted Milk Corporation and other interests. In 
1910 he was appointed a regent of the University of Wisconsin by 
Governor Philipps. He was reappointed by two succeeding governors, 
serving a total of fifteen years as regent. He was married February 
16, 1898, to Miss Bertha D. Hueffner. They have two daughters: 
Helen (Mrs. Harold 8. Bond) and Jeannette (Mrs. John F. Bowles 
Jr.), both of Greenwich, Connecticut. 


HERBERT F. IBACH has been connected with the State Banking 
Department since 1929. From January 6, 1934, to October 15, 1940, 
he filled the important position of chairman of the State Banking 
Commission and is now Wisconsin representative for the Federal 
Reserve Bank of Chicago. His entire business experience has had to 
do with banking, so that he is specially qualified for the duties that 
devolve upon him. Wisconsin numbers him among her native sons, 
for he was born in Alma, Buffalo County, September 25, 1889, a 
son of Peter E. and Matilda (Laue) Ibach. The father devoted his 
life to merchandising, banking and the insurance business and was 
also active and prominent in connection with the public affairs of 
his community, being called upon to fill the offices of city clerk, city 
treasurer and county supervisor, all in Buffalo County, where he 
continued his residence until death called him June 30, 1938. He had 
survived his wife for almost two years, her death having occurred 
September 29, 1936. 

While spending his youthful days under the parental roof Herbert 
F. Ibach mastered the branches of learning taught in the public 
schools of Alma, passing through consecutive grades to complete 
high school, and later he pursued special and summer courses at 
the University of Wisconsin. He entered the business world by secur- 
ing the place of teller in The American Bank of Alma. Later he was 
made assistant cashier and subsequently was elected vice president, 
which office he was filling when he resigned in April, 1929, to enter 
the State Banking Department as assistant examiner and later in 
that year was commissioned an examiner. He filled that position 
until October 1931, which time he spent in Eau Claire. He was made 
director of liquidation and a member of the State Banking Commis- 
sion on January 1, 1934. In 1938 he was elected to the chairman- 
ship of the Commission, which office he filled until his resignation 
was reluctantly accepted by Governor Heil. He is thoroughly familiar 
with every phase of the banking business and its control, and has 
fully met every requirement of his position in a manner that has 
gained him the high endorsement of the general public. In 1931 he 
removed to Madison, where he has since made his home, and he is 
well known in official circles in his city. 

While living in Alma Mr. Ibach took an active part in the civic 
life and public affairs of his native town and served as city clerk, 
city treasurer and many years as member of the school board. He 
also held membership in the Alma City Club, of which he served as 
secretary. He was adjutant and post commander of Alma Post No. 
224 of the American Legion. He is also well known in Masonic cir- 
cles, belonging to the Blue Lodge, the Scottish Rite bodies and the 
Mystic Shrine. He likewise has membership in the Eastern Star and 
the Woodmen of the World in Alma, and he is ever most loyal to any 
cause of which he becomes an adherent. Faithfulness to duty is one 
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of his outstanding characteristics, and he enjoys an excellent rep- 
utation as a straight-forward and reliable man. 

Mr. Ibach married Miss Belva A. Rohrer, of Cochrane, Wisconsin. 
She attended Eau Claire high school, from which she was graduated 
with honors as valedictorian, and she also attended Oberlin College 
and is an alumnus of the University of Wisconsin. Mr. and Mrs. Ibach 
are parents of two sons, Harold F., born February 5, 1926, and Paul 
)., born February 14, 1930. Harold is now a leutenant in the U. S. 
Army and Paul is attending West High in Madison. 


MAJOR WILLIAM HENRY UPHAM. Time gives the perspective that 
places each individual in his proper relation, to his community and 
to his fellowmen, and thus it is that history records the prominent 
place that Major Upham held in the upbuilding and development of 
Marshfield through almost a half century. He was also given preced- 
ence in matters of citizenship whereby his name was emblazoned on 
the annals of the State as one of its distinguished governors, following 
his election to that office by the largest majority that had then been 
given any candidate for the position of Wisconsin’s chief executive. 
His constantly broadening activities touched the lives of many to 
their benefit and Marshfield particularly honors him as the only man 
of the city who has ever been chosen to direct the destinities of 
the commonwealth. 

A native son of New England, Major Upham was born in West- 
minster, Massachusetts, May 3, 1841, his parents having been 
Alvin and Sarah (Derby) Upham. He was of English lineage, his 
ancestors having come from the “merrie isle’ to the new world 
as early as 1635. When a youth of eleven years he accompanied his 
parents on their removal to Michigan, where he was left fatherless at 
the age of twelve. In 1853 he and his widowed mother came to Wis- 
consin, making Racine their destination and in April, 1861, although 
only nineteen years of age, William H. Upham enlisted in response 
to the call to preserve the Union, becoming a member of the Belle 
City Rifles, afterward Company F of a Wisconsin infantry regiment. 
He participated in the first battle of Bull Run and was one of its 
first casualties, being shot through the lungs and left on the field for 
dead, but he was picked up by Confederate soldiers and taken to 
Libby prison. However word of his death had reached Racine, where 
funeral services were conducted in his honor. Six months later he 
reached Washington, D. C. and was called to the office of President 
Lincoln who was so impressed by his military bearing that he secured 
him an appointment as a West Point cadet, he thus becoming the 
first private soldier to be accorded that honor. 

In 1866 Major Upham was graduated from the United States 
Military Academy and, being made a second lieutenant in the artil- 
lery service, was appointed one of those assigned to guard Jefferson 
Davis, then imprisoned at Fortress Monroe. He was one of the few 
Civil War soldiers who saw both President Lincoln and President 
Davis. On March 4, 1869, he was commissioned a first lieutenant but 
resigned his commission after six months and returned to Wisconsin. 

With his brother Charles M. Upham, Major Upham removed 
to Kewaunee, Wisconsin, and later to Angelica, Shawano County, 
where they established a sawmill. The year 1878 chronicled their 
arrival in Marshfield, where in 1879 they built and began operating 
a sawmill with a capacity of between six and seven million feet of 
lumber annually. Fire destroyed this mill in 1884 but Major Upham 
at once rebuilt and successfully operated his plant until the great 
fire of 1887. They had also built a store which proyed a profitable 
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investment and their timber interests near Marshfield were very 
extensive, their largest tract being seven miles in width and fifteen 
miles long, constituting their principal supply of white pine and hard- 
wood for the Upham mills for twenty years. In 1881 they built a 
furniture factory and this was followed by veneer works, the former 
conducted under the name of the Marshfield Furniture Company 
and the latter as the Marshfield Veneer Works. In 1883 their three 
companies were dissolved and their various interests combined 
under the name of the Upham Manufacturing Company, with W. H. 
Upham as the president, M. H. Wheeler as secretary and W. B. 
Baker, treasurer. After the first fire of 1884 and the rebuilding of 
their mill, they also built a powerhouse to furnish energy for the 
factory and they also sold power to the city, enlarging their plant 
to meet this demand. 

Major Upham was also instrumental in building the first electric 
lines and laying the first water mains in Marshfield and his plant 
served as the pumping station to provide fire protection for the city, 
that business being carried on under the name of the Marshfield 
Electric Company. The various Upham business interests prospered 
exceedingly until the great fire of 1887, which so largely destroyed 
Marshfield, but the courageous spirit of Major Upham brought re- 
newed confidence to those who were discouraged by the catastrophe. 
The morning after the conflagration, he flew the stars and stripes, 
ever to him the symbol of advancement and of hope. He loaned 
money to many to enable them to again start in business and when 
they could not meet their obligation he bore the losses uncomplain- 
ingly. He said he could not be driven from Marshfield by the fire 
and at once began rebuilding his factories on a larger and better 
scale, after which he entered upon another era of prosperity which 
was the merited reward of his resourcefulness, his ability and his 
broad business vision. The products of his furniture factory became 
known throughout the United States, the trade reaching to all parts 
of the country. In the 1880s he employed as many as four hundred 
men and later, with improved machinery, requiring less manpower, 
he still kept two hundred and seventy-five who turned out about 
thirty carloads of furniture each month, while the flour mill produced 
two hundred and twenty-five barrels of flour daily. The Upham 
grain elevator had a capacity of forty thousand bushels and the com- 
pany operated a railroad, the Marshfield & Southeastern, extending 
from the plant through their vast timber holdings almost to Pittsville. 
In the early days ox-teams hauled the huge logs and twenty years 
passed before the last tree was cut on their timber tracts, after which 
they purchased other timber holdings in Taylor county, making avail- 
able two hundred million feet. Because of the lessening of the timber 
supply the Upham Manufacturing Company began disposing of its 
interests in 1899, the railroad was abandoned, the store was sold, the 
sawmill dismantled and the flour mill was sold to the Marshfield 
Milling Company. In April, 1922, the lumber yard, mill and power 
plant were sold, leaving little beside the furniture factory, which was 
operated until the early days of the depression and was then closed, 
but the efforts of Major Upham in the development of Marshfield 
_can never be overestimated and for forty-five years he was regarded 
as the city’s foremost resident, his efforts being the stimulating in- 
fluence in the development of its business growth. 

Major Upham first accepted political office when elected alderman 
and later he served for two terms as mayor. He had gained his title 
as major by serving as aide de camp to Commander Lucius Fairchild 
of the Wisconsin Department of the Grand Army of the Republic, of 
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which he was also head at one time. In 1894, among eleven contestants 
for the nomination, he was named the standard bearer of the Re- 
publican party to oppose Governor George W. Peck. 

Major Upham was married twice. He first wedded Mary C. Kelly 
in Racine in 1867 and her death occurred in 1912. They had reared 
two adopted daughters, Mrs. E. E. Finney and Mrs. Philetus Sawyer, 
both of Oshkosh. When seventy-one years of age Major Upham 
started on a cruise in a small sea yacht, going through the Great 
Lakes to the Atlantic seaboard and then down the coast to New 
Orleans, and while on the cruise he met Grace Mason of Beaufort, 
North Carolina, whom he married June 1, 1915. They had two sons, 
William Henry Jr. and Frederick Mason Upham. The former, born 
July 15, 1916, attended the local schools and won the Bachelor of 
Science degree at the University of Wisconsin. He was pursuing his 
second year work in the law class when he enlisted at Madison. He 
served as a first lieutenant in the infantry, on duty in England, until 
an injury required his return. He is now stationed at Camp Lee, Vir- 
ginia. In 1937 he married Elizabeth Ann Dentz, of Milwaukee, who 
received both the Bachelor and Master of Arts degrees from the 
University of Wisconsin in 1939. Their only child, William H. Jr., 
was born after his father had left for overseas but saw him on his 
return home. The second child of Governor and Mrs. Upham is Fred- 
erick, who was born May 19, 1921, and supplemented his public school 
education by a year’s study at the University of Wisconsin, when he 
enlisted in the Army Air Corps. He is serving as an aerographer 
seaman, second class, stationed at Alameda, California. He married 
Jean H. Krueger, of Marshfield, daughter of Rev. J. M. Krueger. 
Both of the sons reflect the worth and character of their father and 
mother. 

The death of Major Upham occurred in Marshfield July 2, 1924, 
shortly after his return from a winter’s sojourn in Florida. His were 
soldierly qualities—courage, determination and a resolute will. He 
overcame difficulties, faced hardships unfalteringly and came off 
victor in the strife with a name unsullied and his escutcheon un- 
stained. Since the death of Major Upham his widow has become the 
wife of H. G. Hambright, and they have a daughter, Letitia Mason 
Hambright. Mrs. Hambright is a member of the Presbyterian church 
and of the Woman’s Club and she presides with the old-time gracious 
hospitality of her southern ancestry over her beautiful home, which 
is one of Marshfield’s finest. 


HARRY G. HAMBRIGHT, who died August 24, 1944, had retired 
from business after many years’ connection with the banking in- 
terests of this city that brought him to the presidency of the First 
National Bank. He was born in Beaver Dam, Wisconsin, January 28, 
1873, a son of Charles M. and Lucy (Gould) Hambright, the former 
a native of Rochester, Wisconsin, while the mother was born in La 
Porte, Indiana. He became a traveling salesman and remained on 
the road for forty years. To him and his wife were born a daughter 
and son, the former being Florence, who is now Mrs. Rudolph Har- 
bich, living in Vienna, Austria. 

The son, Harry G. Hambright, entered the public schools of Ra- 
cine, Wisconsin, where he passed through consecutive grades to the 
high school and later was a student in the Cleveland University of 
Cleveland, Ohio. His initial step in the business world was made in 
connection with financial interests of Racine, where on the 5th of 
December, 1892, he entered the Commercial & Savings Bank in the 
capacity of messenger and all-around helper. While his was not a 
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spectacular career, his course was marked by that steady advance- 
ment that results from industry, fidelity and loyalty. In 1901 he se- 
cured the position of cashier in the First National Bank of Antigo 
and there continued for five years. 

In 1906 Mr. Hambright came to Marshfield, which he continued 
to make his home, and became identified with the First National 
Bank, with which he continued for twenty-seven years, and was its 
president at the time of the bank moratorium in 1933. He then retired 
from active business and enjoyed a rest which he had truly earned 
and richly deserved. He had never sought to enter any other field of 
business but closely applied himself to the mastery of every phase 
of banking, and his ready adaptability enabled him to work his way 
upward, his efforts being followed by results that were highly satis- 
factory. 

Mr. Hambright first married Edith Mitchell, of Menominee, Mich- 
igan, and they had one son, Gould M., who was born June 10, 1907, 
and is a graduate of the University of North Carolina. He married 
Kelso Currie, of Fayetteville, North Carolina, and they have two chil- 
dren, Charles and Ann. He is now a lieutenant commander in the 
United States Navy. Mr. Hambright’s second marriage was with 
Mrs. Grace Mason Upham, and they have one child, Letitia Mason 
Hambright, who was born in 1926 and graduated from the Marshfield 
high school in 1944. Mr. Hambright was a faithful follower of the 
teachings of Masonry, in which he had advanced to the thirty-second 
degree of the consistory, and he also belonged to the Shrine. He had 
membership in the Presbyterian church and served on the board of 
the Wood County Home for the Aged. Always interested in philan- 
thropic enterprises, he long extended a helping hand to his fellow 
travelers on life’s journey who needed assistance, and thus scattered 
around him much of life’s warmth and gladness. 


THE NORTHWESTERN MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, at 720 
East Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, was chartered by a 
special act of the Legislature of the State of Wisconsin on March 2, 
1857. The company is an association of some seven hundred thousand 
persons operating together under the company’s charter for mutual 
insurance and holding as of January 1, 1944, 1,182,862 policies insur- 
ing their lives for $4,257,440,292. 

The Northwestern is a “mutual” company organized without cap- 
ital stock and governed by a board of thirty-six trustees elected to 
office by the policyholders. The company began business by issuing its 
first policy on November 25, 1858. In 1865 it had $11,217,155 of in- 
surance in force and began to expand its business operations to other 
states: Pennsylvania in 1865, Massachusetts in 1866, New York in 
1869, and within a few years to the entire United States except six 
states at the present time where mortality rates are believed to be 
high, or where business was discontinued in consequence of oppres- 
sive legislation. , 

The Northwestern confines its business to standard ordinary in- 
surance, writing no industrial, yroup or substandard policies. It is 
the largest American company of that class in point of insurance in 
force and second largest in assets. Including the large industrial 
group and substandard companies the Northwestern is sixth in assets. 

The business of the company, including its financial statement and 
policy forms, is supervised by the insurance department of the State 
of Wisconsin and the insurance departments of the other forty-one 
states and the District of Columbia in which it is licensed to transact 
business. At intervals of about five years the accounts and methods: 
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of the company are made the subject of an intensive examination and 
verification by the staff of actuaries and examiners attached to the 
Wisconsin insurance department, assisted by other designated state 
departments under the auspices of the National Association of (State) 
Insurance Commissioners. Such joint association examinations of 
the Northwestern were made in 1912, 1917, 1922, 1927, 1933 and 19389, 
the latter participated in by Iowa, Montana, Ohio, Colorado, Tennessee 
and Massachusetts in addition to the Wisconsin insurance department 
under Insurance Commissioner Marvin Duel and the chief actuary 
of the Wisconsin department, John R. Lange. 

The company is also supervised by an examining committee of 
policyholders appointed each year, who are not in any way connected 
with the company except as policyholders. Their report is printed 
and distributed to all policyholders in the annual report to the policy- 
holders, the 86th such report bearing date of January 26, 1944. 

The Northwestern has also participated in two general life insur- 
ance investigations by state legislative committees and in one directed 
by the President of the United States, April 29, 1938, and conducted 
by the Temporary National Economic Committee. In its report the 
committee included favorable comments on the principles and prac- 
tice of the Northwestern. Throughout the New York legislative in- 
vestigation of 1905 the Northwestern received high commendation on 
its methods and results. At the end of the Wisconsin legislative com- 
mittee’s investigation the Milwaukee Sentzvel of December 11, 1906, 
said, ‘“However gratifying it may have been, it is not at all surprising 
here that in so far as any taint of faithless or even lax trusteeship 
is concerned this great Wisconsin company passed the test of exhaus- 
tive and expert scrutiny with a clean bill of health.” 

Financial history and particularly that of the past decade indi- 
eates that a most important protection to policyholders is the existence 
of a definite and conservative statutory regulation dealing with the 
classes of securities in which life insurance companies may invest 
their assets and cash income from premiums and other sources. The 
investments permitted the Northwestern are determined by a Wis- 
consin insurance law (now Section 206.34) which in its original form 
was written into the company’s charter of 1857. There can be no 
doubt that this wise restriction has been of great value during the 
financial depressions that have occurred since the organization of the 
company, particularly the depressions of 1874-1879 and 1929-1939. 

In the accumulation of a billion and a half of the dollars of the 
company’s policyholders it necessarily follows that the Northwestern 
has had an important part in the wealth-producing development of 
the Middle West through its investment of its income and assets in 
loans on farm and city property and the types of bonded indebtedness 
permitted by the Wisconsin investment statute. The magnitude of 
the Northwestern’s participation in the development of its midwestern 
field of investment is indicated by the following record of the eighty- 
six years since the company issued its first policy of life insurance on 
November 25, 1858: Premium income to January 1, 1944—$3,816,- 
187,435.60; interest on investments and other income—$1,7738,752,- 
470.76; death claims and other benefits to policyholders and their 
beneficiaries —$3,035,508,952.85; expenses, taxes, salaries, commis- 
sions and other disbursements—$928,233,153.04; ledger assets, Janu- 
ary l, 1944—$1,626,197,800.47 ; non-ledger assets—$33,525,167.44 ; 
gross assets, January 1, 1944—$1,659,722,967.91. 

The officers of The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company 
of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, elected by the board of trustees at its meet- 
ing on July 26, 1944, were: M. J. Cleary, president; F. W. Walker, 
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H. D. Thomas and Edmund Fitzgerald, vice presidents; Percy H. 
Evans, vice president and actuary; G. M. Swanstrom, general coun- 
sel; Grant L. Hill, director of agencies; D. KE. W. Wenstrand, M.D., 
medical director; Ralph KE. Perry, secretary; and Shepard E. Barry, 
comptroller. 


MICHAEL JOSEPH CLEARY, who has been a life insurance executive 
of Wisconsin for a quarter of a century, is now president of The 
Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company of Milwaukee, which 
position he has held since 1932. Strong in his ability to plan and 
perform, strong in his honor and his good name, he stands as one 
of the representative business men and citizens of Milwaukee. He. 
was born in Iowa County, Wisconsin, September 23, 1876, a son of 
Michael and Bridget (Ducey) Cleary. He supplemented his element- 
ary education by taking up the study of law at the University of 
Wisconsin, where he won his Bachelor of Laws degree as a member 
of the class of 1901, after which he practiced at Blanchardville, Wis- 
consin, until 1915, as a member of the firm of Chandler & Cleary. 
From January until July, 1915, he was executive counsel to Gov- 
ernor Philipp, who then appointed him commissioner of insurance 
of Wisconsin, which office he filled for four years, and in that time 
became deeply interested in insurance matters, so that at his retire- 
ment trom office he accepted the vice presidency of The Northwestern 
Mutual Life Insurance Company of Milwaukee, remaining in the 
position from 1919 to 1932, when he was elected to the presidency 
of the corporation and has since been the chief executive, giving his 
attention to administrative direction of a business that is one of 
the foremost of its kind in the Middle West. He is also a director 
of the Wisconsin Telephone Company and is widely recognized as 
aman of sound judgment as well as of unfaltering enterprise. 

Mr. Cleary gives his political allegiance to the Republican party, 
which he has supported since age conferred on him the right of 
franchise. His civic activities have included service as a regent 
of the University of Wisconsin, and at all times he is interested in 
constructive public measures. His religious faith is that of the 
Catholic church and his social affiliations are with the University, 
Milwaukee and Milwaukee Country clubs. He has his office at 720 
Kast Wisconsin Avenue and his residence at 3032 Summit Avenue, 
Milwaukee. 

On the 15th of November, 1915, Mr. Cleary was married to Miss 
Bonnie Blanchard, and they are now parents of two daughters and 
a son—Catherine B., Mary EK. and James Thomas Cleary. 


RALPH MELVIN Hoyt, of the law firm of Shea & Hoyt, practicing 
in Milwaukee, has won a position of distinction at the Wisconsin bar 
and has made valuable contribution to professional advancement 
through his writing and speeches delivered before various bar asso- 
ciations and other societies. Wisconsin numbers him among her 
native sons for he was born in Columbus, January 14, 1890, his par- 
ents being Judson E. and Edith (Evans) Hoyt. The father was a 
school superintendent who had charge of the building of Stout Insti- 
tute in 1903, when it was founded as a private institution at Menom- 
onie, Wisconsin. He was later in charge of the construction of various 
state buildings, and after the completion of the state capitol he served 
as construction superintendent of the building and grounds. He died 
in Madison in 1926 and is still survived by his widow, who for years 
was an assistant professor in the department of education at the 
University of Wisconsin. 
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In pursuing his education Ralph M. Hoyt completed the course 
in the Menomonie high school, graduating with the class of 1906. He 
then went to Madison, where he was employed at stenographie work 
by the Railroad Commission, with which he remained until 1914 and 
during that period he steadily worked his way upward through vari- 
ous promotions, serving as assistant secretary from 1912 until 1914. 
In the meantime he was continuing his education, and graduated from 
the University of Wisconsin in 1910 with the Bachelor of Arts degree 
and with the Bachelor of Laws degree in 1912. He continued with the 
Railroad Commission until 1914, when he came to Milwaukee and 
entered into active association with the law firm of Van Dyke, Shaw, 
Muskat & Van Dyke, there remaining until 1920. 

-In 1921 and 1922 Mr. Hoyt was deputy attorney general of Wis- 
consin, his legal work having to do with public utilities, appeals from 
the Railroad Commission, the constitutionality of the milk law and 
others. One case which he commenced in the office resulted in pre- 
venting Chicago from taking an excess of lake water. He was also 
connected with important cases involving gas rates and income taxes, 
and he carefully and successfully safeguarded the legal rights of the 
state. After his retirement from the office Mr. Hoyt was for eight 
years, from 1922 until 1930, a member of the law firm of Hoyt, Bender, 
Trump, McIntyre & Hoyt. In 1930 he was chosen president of the 
Title Guaranty Company of Wisconsin and in 1934 he resumed private 
practice, which he followed independently until 1936. He then became 
a partner in the firm of Fawsett, Shea & Hoyt, which is now Shea & 
Hoyt. He specializes in real estate, tax and probate law, and he is now 
counsel for the Title Guaranty Company. He has written many 
articles for and delivered many addresses before bar associations on 
administrative agencies and tribunals, In 1940 he was elected presi- 
dent of the Milwaukee Bar Association, and he has served on the 
board of governors and the executive committee of the Wisconsin Bar 
Association and as chairman of the committee on administrative 
agencies in the section of judicial administration of the American Bar 
Association. 

He is a member of the Milwaukee Club, the City Club of Milwaukee 
and the Milwaukee Country Club. He also belongs to the Masonic 
order and his church relationship is with St. Paul’s Episcopal, of 
which he is a vestryman and treasurer. He is a member of the board 
of trustees and the executive committee of Milwaukee Downer College. 

On the 14th of April, 1917, Mr. Hoyt married Dorothy Taylor, a 
daughter of Alfred L. and Adelaide (Lemon) Taylor, of Chicago. 
Like her husband she is a communicant of St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church and she also has membership in the Woman’s Club, the 
Maternal Health Center and the Woman’s Exchange of Milwaukee. 
Mr. and Mrs. Hoyt have two sons: Lieutenant (j.g.) Hamilton 
Taylor, U.S. N. R., who was educated in the Milwaukee Country Day 
School, Haverford College and the University of Michigan law school ; 
and Staff Sergeant Stuart Evans, who attended the Milwaukee Coun- 
try Day School and graduated from Harvard College in 1942. 


JOSEPH JAMES KRUEGER JR. is the city treasurer of Milwaukee. 
He was elected in 1940 but has been associated with the treasureyr’s 
office since 1921, a fact strongly indicative of his capability and his 
loyalty to the trust reposed in him. He was born in Milwaukee, 
December 18, 1899, and is the eldest of the eight children of Joseph 
J. and Mary (Noll) Krueger, who are also natives of Milwaukee, 
where they still reside. The father, who is now a retired steelworker, 
was born in 1874, a son of Martin Krueger, who was born in Germany 
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and came to this country in 1868, settling in Milwaukee, which was 
then the town of Lake. The maternal grandfather of Joseph J. 
Krueger was Simon Noll, who was born at Nassau in Alsace-Lorraine, 
Germany. He arrived here in 1868 and became a charter member 
of St. Stephen’s Church at New Coein, Wisconsin. Here he con- 
tinued his residence until his death, which occurred in 1906. 

Joseph J. Krueger, reared in Milwaukee, was graduated from 
St. Augustine’s Catholic school in 1913 and from St. John’s Cathedral 
high school in 1916. He afterward studied accounting in Marquette 
University night school and also took a correspondence course 
through the LaSalle Extension College. He was employed for a 
short time as cost estimator by the Globe Steel Company and also 
by the Allis-Chalmers Company, and entered the city treasurer’s 
office as messenger boy and temporary clerk in 1921. He received 
his first permanent appointment in 1924 and was advanced to the 
position of principal clerk in 1927, while in 1928 he became assistant 
cashier. .The year 1932 brought him promotion to chief clerk under 
appointment of the late John W. Mudroch and he was made. chief 
treasury accountant in 1935, while in February, 1936, he was 
assigned to the position of deputy city treasurer, serving in that 
capacity as well as chief accountant. He became Doctor Mudroch’s 
successor when the latter died in 1938, and he continued to act as 
chief accountant, thus saving for the city about $3,600 annually. 
In 1940 he was elected treasurer and remains the incumbent in 
the office, thoroughly efficient and reliable. There is no detail or 
phase of the work of the office with which he is not familiar. He 
worked with tax accountants in developing the present billing and 
receipting system used in the treasurer’s office, and in 1929 he was 
appointed by the common council to membership on the committee 
to study changes in procedure in handling the city finances, being 
reappointed to the committee in 1932. He was licensed as a certified 
public accountant by the State Board of Accountancy. 

Mr. Krueger is a member of the South Side Civic League and 
is always interested in everything pertaining to the welfare and 
progress of the city along governmental lines. For twenty-three 
years he has been a member of the Knights of Columbus. He also 
belongs to the Fraternal Order of Hagles. He is 2 member of the 
County Historical Society, of the Tuckaway Country Club and the 
Old Time Baseball Players Association. He has always been deeply 
interested in baseball since his boyhood days and in young manhood 
played semi-professional baseball. He wrote a column on the game 
for the Sporting News of St. Louis for several years. He has pub- 
lished a book entitled Baseball’s Greatest Drama, which has won 
high commendation from many of the players,of years ago, who 
attest that it is the best history of baseball that has ever been writ- 
ten. He issued one hundred books as the first edition and five thous- 
and on the second printing. Both were quickly exhausted and he is 
planning a third edition after the war. His father was very much 
interested in the game and began collecting data in 1903 when the 
Boston Red Sox, who participated in that series against the Pitts- 
burg Pirates, were owned by two Milwaukee men, Matt and Henry 
Killilea. The book of over four hundred pages is full of interesting 
notes on players of other days, their record, highlights of every 
season’s play in both of the major leagues, and is probably the most 


~complete world series history ever published. 


Mr. Krueger married Aurora Trottier, who is of French descent. 
She was born in Iron Mountain, Michigan, and came to Milwaukee 
when seventeen years of age. Mr. and Mrs. Krueger have four 
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children: Marilyn Joyce, who is now a junior in St. Mary’s Academy ; 
Jeannine Crescence; Barbara Marie; and Joseph John, who is in his 
second year. 


DAVID GRIFFING JANES, whose death occurred March 15, 1932, 
had for almost eighty years been a resident of Racine, his native city, 
and throughout the entire period of his manhood he was closely 
associated with its financial and business interests, its civic and 
humanitarian affairs. Few men have contributed in larger degree to 
the upbuilding and benefit of a community than did David G. Janes, 
who was born in Racine, April 2, 1852, a son of Lorenzo and Elvenah 
(Cooper) Janes. The mother, a native of Albany, New York, was 
descended from an old Colonial family and was a daughter of Andrew 
Cooper, who was born in Easthampton, New York, March 20, 1781. 

Lorenzo Janes was born in Washington County, Vermont, Sep- 
tember 18, 1801, and died June 25, 1873. After graduating from the 
Albany (New York) Law School he was admitted to practice in the 
Empire State in October, 1827. In 1833 he was appointed an associate 
justice of the Albany Justice Court and filled that office for several 
years while William L. Marcy was governor. In August of 1836 he 
sailed to Wisconsin by way of the Great Lakes and began the practice 
of law in Racine, being the second attorney of the city. In 1839 he 
and two partners became the owners of much of the land on which 
the city has since been built and aided greatly in the upbuilding of 
what was then a small village. Lorenzo Janes was active in the pro- 
motion of many of its leading business projects and in its political 
activity as well. In 1839 he was elected to the Wisconsin territorial 
council, while later he served as a member of the staff of Governors 
Henry Dodge and James D. Doty, with the rank of colonel. He gave 
to Racine the land on which the original Fourth ward school was 
built and when some years afterward there was need for a larger 
and more modern school he had a new building erected on the same 
site, both schools being named in his honor. He founded Racine’s 
first newspaper, The Argus, in 1838 and was one of the promoters of 
the First Baptist Church, at all times aiding in the material, social, 
civic and moral progress of the city, where he was accounted a valued 
and honored resident. Here he reared his family of ten children, of 
whom one son, George S. Janes, served with Company K, Eighth 
Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, until he met death in the Mississippi 
campaign in the Civil War. 

David G. Janes attended the public schools of Racine to the age of 
fifteen years, when he entered his father’s real estate and insurance 
office April 1, 1867, there receiving such thorough business training 
that at his father’s death in 1873, although he had just attained his 
majority, he was competent to take over the management and direc- 
tion of the business, which he carefully and successfully controlled, 
becoming a leader in that field and handling a greater number of 
important realty transfers than any other Racine dealer. 

Into various other commercial, industrial and financial under- 
takings Mr. Janes extended his efforts, becoming a prominent banker 
of the city. In 1893 he was elected a director of the First National 
Bank, of which he became president in 1917, and through his efforts 
it long maintained the place of leadership in Racine’s banking circles. 
In 1929 he promoted the merger of the First National and the Manu- 
facturers National Bank & Trust Company under the name of the 
First National Bank & Trust Company, this becoming the third bank 
in importance in the state. Mr. Janes subsequently was chairman of 
the board, his experience and counsel proving of great value to the 
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new institution. In 1943 the First National celebrated its ninetieth 
anniversary, its success through many years being due largely to the 
keen business perception, management and foresight of David CG. 
Janes. In 1928 he founded and became the first president of the North 
Side Bank of Racine, of which his son, Arthur, is now successor 
president. 

As president of the David G. Janes Company, the Janes Realty 
Company, as vice president of the Racine Shoe Company and the 
Standard Foundry Company, as secretary and treasurer of the Lake- 
side Improvement Company and of the Wisconsin Metal Products 
Company, Mr. Janes contributed largely to the upbuilding and de- 
velopment of the city. He was president of the Ballweber Investment 
Company of South Dakota and he served as personal trustee for 
many estates. 

In politics Mr. Janes was a stanch Republican but never sought 
public office, although he served at one time as collector of revenue, 
was a member of the Racine school board from 1876 to 1878 and 
mayor of the city in 1895-96, receiving the largest majority ever 
given to a candidate for office in Racine up to that time. His interest 
in philanthropic projects was manifest in his more than thirty years’ 
service as trustee and treasurer of the Taylor Orphan Asylum and 
the more than two decades in a similar capacity for the J. H. Palmer 
Old Ladies Home. He was a member and trustee of the First Baptist 
Church and in Masonry was connected with the lodge, chapter, com- 
mandery and consistory, all of Racine, and also with the Shrine. He 
became the oldest thirty-second degree Mason in the state, long an 
honored member of the order. 

On the 26th of December, 1877, Mr. Janes married Helen Marr 
Hovey, then of Racine but a native of Cleveland, Ohio, and they 
became parents of four sons and three daughters, as follows: David 
Griffing Jr., now deceased; Henry Lorenzo, formerly of the United 
States diplomatic service and mentioned elsewhere in this work; 
Helen E., wife of R. G. Taylor; Leila A., city librarian of Fond du 
Lac, Wisconsin; Arthur R., mentioned on another page; George A., 
deceased ; and Elvenah, now Mrs. W. W. La Ferta. The Janes family 
home was at 404 De Koven Avenue, where Mrs. Janes passed away 
November 21, 19438, at the age of ninety-two years. 


ARTHUR Roy JANES is one of the few business men in Racine of 
the present generation whose fathers and grandfathers played an 
important part in the development of this city in the nineteenth 
century. His grandfather, Lorenzo Janes, who located here in 1837, 
was one of the three men who were owners of the original plat of 
the city of Racine. This same Lorenzo Janes eventually purchased 
the entire plat and became its sole owner for the purchase price of 
fifteen thousand dollars. The real estate business that thus began 
with the founding of Racine has continued through the years and is 
today one of the leading real estate establishments in this part of 
the country. David G. Janes succeeded his father in the control of 
the business and later his son, Arthur R. Janes, became associated 
with his father, and up to the time of his father’s death he was actively 
associated in the management of the business in the capacity of vice 
president and treasurer of the David G. Janes Company. Upon the 
death of the father Arthur R. Janes became president of the company. 
He is also president of the Janes Realty Company. 

Arthur R. Janes is a native of Racine, as was his father, and 
comes from good old New England and New York stock. More de- 
tailed accounts of his father and grandfather are given on other 
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pages of this work. After finishing his education in the city schools © 
Arthur R. Janes entered the employ of the J. I. Case Threshing | 
Machine Company and worked up to the position of cashier at their | 
Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada, branch, thus acquiring a business . 
training and education that have been invaluable to him in later 
years when he has been associated both financially and in direct | 
management with large enterprises of his own in this city. At the | 
time he was developing his interests along the lines laid down by | 
his family he also branched out into the manufacturing world on his 
own, and now holds important official and executive positions with a» 
number of large Racine industrial plants. 

In 1918 he was elected president and general manager of the | 
Standard Foundry Company, which company today is recognized as © 
one of the leading automotive foundries in the country. He was | 
instrumental in the adoption of the electric furnace for the production © 
of high strength grey iron, one of the real revolutionary steps in the | 
foundry industry. On December 2, 1944, the Standard Foundry was 
awarded the Army and Navy “BE,” which, as is well known, stands | 
for exceptional merit, the excellency of its production record during | 
these war years. It was the first grey iron foundry in the United | 
States to be so recognized. 

He is president of the Lakeside Improvement of this city, and 
one of the executives of the Wisconsin Metal Products Company. 
Both the Standard Foundry Company and the Wisconsin Metal 
Products Company have played an important part in the war urgency 
program. He is also a director and for many years was treasurer 
of the Manufacturers Association of Racine. 

Arthur Roy Janes has been very active in the banking business _ 
and is president of the North Side Bank of this city, one of the most 
rapidly growing community banking institutions of Racine. For 
many years he was a director and vice president of the First National 
Bank and Trust Company. 


He has been a dominant factor in the development of other ac- 
tivities in the city. He is a licensed pilot, and has had an essential 
part in the development of Racine’s airport and other civic projects. 
His activities are not limited to his own business ventures, but he 
has taken great pleasure and satisfaction in consulting with and 
advising young business projects in the city. He actively supports 
such movements as the Taylor Orphan Asylum, Boy Scouts and other 
beneficial civic organizations. He enjoys a large acquaintance in the 
city, and commands its full respect. He is a panel member of the 
National War Labor Board, and is Government appeal agent for the 
Selective Service Board in the city. 

Arthur R. Janes married Miss Marjorie Wustum, of Racine, on 
the 26th of June, 1912, and they are the parents of four children. 
The eldest, Marjorie, is the wife of Donald Griswold, and they have 
two daughters. Arthur Roy Jr. is a first lieutenant in the transporta- 
tion corps of the United States Army. He married Marjorie Pugh, 
of Racine, Wisconsin, and they have one son. Wilma Janes, now Mrs. 
M. T. Shaw Jr., of Coldwater, Michigan, is the mother of one daughter. 
John Joseph, mechanical engineer, is an ensign in the United States 
Navy. He married Loraine EH. Weyland, of Racine, and they have 
one daughter. } 

Mr. Janes and his family are Episcopalians and are members of 
St. Luke’s Church in Racine. He is a thirty-second degree member 
of the Masonic order. 
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HENRY LORENZO JANES is the oldest living son of David Griffing 
Janes and a grandson of Lorenzo Janes, second lawyer to settle in 
Racine and one of the pioneers and owners of the original plat which 
constitutes the very heart of the present city. Biographies of his 
father and grandfather appear elsewhere in this publication. 


He was born in Racine, December 24, 1879. After attending the 
Third ward school he prepared for college at Racine College grammar 
school, obtaining there the annual gold medals awarded for highest 
scholarship during each year of his attendance. He graduated from 
the “hill” at the University of Wisconsin, majoring in political 
science. He took one year of law at the Wisconsin Law School and 
then began work on his Master of Arts degree and following that re- 
ceived his Ph.D. from the University in 1908. He is a member of 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity and Phi Beta Kappa. He was junior 
response orator, and also a member of the successful intercollegiate 
debating team against the University of Minnesota, president of his 
senior class and member of B. P. O. E. In 1909 he was awarded a 
scholarship at Columbia University, New York, for advance work 
in political science. The next year he studied public law at the 
University of Berlin and subsequently at the Sorbonne, Faculté De 
Droit and Ecole des Hautes Etudes Sociales in Paris, France. He 
received a fellowship in political science at the University of Wis- 
consin, which he could not accept because he entered the diplomatic 
service then as Second Secretary of the Legation at Havana, Cuba, 
appointed by President Theodore Roosevelt. A year later he became 
first secretary of the Legation at Santiago, Chile, where he remained 
for about two years. It was here that he met his bride-to-be, Miss 
Anita Adrian. 

During his stay in Chile besides attending to the regular diplomatic 
work at Santiago he was given opportunity to accompany government 
commissions in trips of inspection, which enabled him from time to 
time to study first hand various zones of the country, especially the 
southern region of Chile as far as Chiloé and the Andean lakes of 
the Argentine opposite that archipelago. On invitation of the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs he thus visited Juan Firnandez, where Alexander 
Selkirk, the prototype of Robinson Crusoe, sojourned for seven years. 
He spent some time in the oficinas of the nitrate region of the northern 
Chilian desert, and on the visit of the American battle fleet sent forth 
by President Roosevelt to circumnavigate the globe Mr. Janes, again 
on invitation of the Chilean government, formed part of the official 
delegation of welcome and went on a Chilean cruiser to Punta Arenas, 
Straits of Magellan, to be with the American fleet on its journey 
north through Chilean waters from Tierra del Fuego to the port of 
Valparaiso, where it was reviewed and bidden farewell by the Chilean 
president, Don Manuel Montt. 


He was thereafter named first secretary of the United States 
embassy to Brazil, where he resided for the greater part of the time 
at Petropolis, the home of foreign missions to the country during 
the days of endemic smallpox and yellow fever on the coast, scourges 
which the great work of Dr. Oswaldo Cruz eventually eradicated. 
He was chosen with Professor Paul S. Reinsch as one of the delegates 
to the First Pan American Scientific Conference at Santiago, Chile, 
but the State Department insisted on his remaining at his post in 
Brazil and foregoing participation in the conference because of the 
fact that he was called upon to direct the embassy work as its Charge 
d’Affaires during difficult pending negotiations. 
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He returned to Chile later in the year 1909 to marry Anita Beatrice 
Adrian, thereupon returning on vacation up the Pacific coast to 
Racine. While home in Racine his name was sent to the United States 
Senate by the President for the position of councillor or first secre- 
tary of the American embassy at Constantinople, Turkey. Here their 
first child, Helen Marr, was born on the Bosphoros and within the 
jurisdiction of the American embassy. 

From this post in Turkey, Mr. Janes was called to the State 
Department to take over the duties of assistant chief of the Latin 
American Division. He was principally charged with directing special 
diplomatic tasks undertaken by our foreign representatives on the 
continent proper of South America; that is, from the Republic of 
Panama south. He acted as chief of this division of the State De- 
partment in Washington for extended periods of time. 

Mr. Janes, in addition to holding several presidential commissions 
as secretary of embassy or legation in South America and Turkey, 
served at all these posts also as charge d’affaires during times of 
international stress during absences of minister or ambassador. 

While on duty at the State Department, Secretary Philander C. 
Knox appointed him secretary and special disbursing officer of the 
delegation representing the Government of the United States in the 
Commission of Jurists, Rio de Janeiro. In June, 1912, this commission 
under the Pan American Conventions met at the Brazilian capital, 
the American membership being completed by the great international 
jurist, Dr. John Bassett Moore, and William Van Dyne of the solicitors 
office, Department of State, expert in citizenship law. 

Of numerous published articles of Mr. Janes’ authorship there 
may be cited “The Black Warrior Affair,’ Vol. XII, American His- 
torical Review, No. 2, pages 280-298; “Diplomatic Correspondence 
with the Secretary of State as Charge d’Affaires in Chile,” contained 
in Vol. Il of The Appendix to the Case of the United States—Alsop 
Claim; and “Commercial Relations of Chile,” page 153 of the volume 
called Progress in Latin America, brought out under the auspices of 
the American Academy of Political and Social Sciences. 

In 1912-13 Mr. Janes was made American arbitrator by President 
Taft to act together with a representative of the government of the 
Republic of Ecuador in an effort to arrive at a settlement of damage 
claims estimated to amount to several millions of dollars growing 
chiefly out of revolutionary violence. The dispute arose between the 
government and the leading railway company in the country—an 
American enterprise. 

The following year Mr. Janes again returned home via the Isthmus 
of Panama with his family, consisting of Mrs. Janes, their two chil- 
dren, his sister Elvenah (now Mrs. W. W. LaFetra) and two secre- 
taries. He resigned from the diplomatic service to accept a position 
with an American construction firm which sponsored large develop- 
ment plans for Uruguay and Paraguay. Mr. Janes negotiated an 
agreement for the purchase by the Uruguayan government of a stretch 
of line called the Pan American for slightly more than one million, 
two hundred and fifty thousand dollars. He also signed additional 
agreements for the construction of a modern railway line to run 
from the capital through the length of the republic to the Brazilian 
border, where it would connect with the railway system of the latter 
country. This projected line called for the expenditure of some twelve 
million dollars. However, the first European war broke out before 
the work could be started and put an end for the “duration” to this 
and all other financing of the nature. Construction contracts duly 
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signed for the building of a port in Asuncion, Paraguay, had to be 
foregone for the same international reasons. 

After five years of business activity on the River Plata, where 
Mrs. Janes and the older children—Helen Marr, born in Turkey, and 
David Griffing, born in Washington, D. C.—had joined him in the 
early part of 1915, he returned to the United States via Chile and 
the west coast. On arrival in the United States (the last lap of the 
journey over the Gulf from Colon to New Orleans being made under 
exceptionally tense war conditions) he proceeded at once to Racine 
and from there to New York to take over active negotiations in 
Washington on behalf of the firm he had represented in South 
America. . 

During this epoch Mr. Janes was appointed secretary of the 
Argentine delegation to the Pan American Financial Conference 
which then convened at Washington under the auspices of the Ameri- 
can Government and the special direction of Carter Glass, then 
President Wilson’s secretary of the treasury. 

Mr. Janes was secretary of the American Colony at Montevideo, 
Uruguay, for several years. He was also first president of the Uni- 
versity Club there, which he helped to organize. 

Upon the conclusion of the work of negotiation in Washington 
Mr. Janes again returned to the east coast of South America and 
spent another year in Brazil and in the Argentine (principally Buenos 
Aires) for another firm of American contractors specializing in large 
public and private construction and financing. 

In the course of his travels over the southern portion of our con- 
tinent it is of interest to note that his duties in the diplomatic service 
and in business brought about long and arduous journeys covering 
immense distances. As some indication of a part of what this entailed, 
he crossed the Isthmus of Panama five times; he traversed the Straits 
of Magellan from the Atlantic to the Pacific three times; he negotiated 
the highest Andes at Uspallata Pass (the first time on foot in the 
snows of winter) six times; and covered the course of the Parana 
and Paraguay rivers from the River Plata in flood and in low water, 
a distance of about one thousand miles each way, twelve separate times. 

At the end of the year Mr. Janes was offered an opportunity to 
develop a new enterprise located in New York in which a Wall Street 
firm had already made a large investment. This involved a patented 
process for the tanning of fish hides and the processing of the by- 
products. About three-quarters of a million dollars had been ex- 
pended in this development and further work and planning was 
required to test fully the commercial possibilities. Mr. Janes was 
successively assistant treasurer, treasurer, president and general 
manager of Ocean Leather Company, which operated a tannery located 
in Newark, New Jersey. This pioneering connection continued for 
about seven years, during which time it was demonstrated clearly 
that the article of leather made at the tannery was of superior quality 
and readily marketable at a profit but that the hazards of fishing in 
widely separated regions of the earth made it impossible to count 
upon a supply of raw material large enough and regular enough to 
support a commercial venture of its financial requirements. 

In addition to Helen Marr and David Griffing, already named, two 
other children were born to complete this branch of the Janes family: 
Anita Aida Beatrice, born in the British Hospital, Montevideo, Uru- 
guay, and Henry L. Jr., born at Atahualpa (Montevideo), Uruguay, 
The two boys are unmarried and in the American Army, David G. 
being stationed at present near the Philippines and Henry L. Jr. 
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“somewhere in France.” Helen Marr married James K. Rohan, of 
Racine, and they live with their only child, Dennis James, in Burbank, 
California. Anita A. B. is employed in the Case Chemical Laboratory 
and lives with her parents. 

Mr. Janes is an Episcopalian and has been a delegate several 
times to the Provincial Synod of the Middle West. He has been a 
member and director of the Racine Kiwanis Club, as well as president 
of the local Wisconsin University Alumni Club. He was one of the 
organizers, a charter member, of the local chapter of the American 


War Dads, a national order of fathers of men and women in the | 


armed service of their country. He also served as first president 


| 
| 


(1942-48) of the local chapter of War Dads, which, now in its second © 


year, has a roll of almost six hundred Racine members. 
In the summer of 1943 Mr. Janes was designated county chairman 


| 


of the drive for Russian War Relief. Committee activity covered the | 


chief centers in city and county and was successful in gathering 
clothing and supplies amounting to a full carload, which was sent in 
record time to the Pacific coast for trans-shipment to the Soviet Union. 

At present Mr. Janes has the active management of the David 


G. Janes Company of Racine, being secretary and treasurer of the | 


real estate and investment business founded by his father, whose 
name it carries. He is also vice president of the Janes Realty Com- 


pany, the Lakeside Improvement Company and an executive officer | 


in many other companies, subsidiaries of or closely identified with | 


the operations of the Janes group. 


CHARLES H. CROWNHART, an attorney by training and experience, 
is now secretary of the State Medical Society of Wisconsin and man- 
aging editor of the Wisconsin Medical Journal. He was born at 


Superior, Wisconsin, October 2, 1905, a son of Charles H. and Jessie | 


Elizabeth (Evans) Crownhart. 

Mr. Crownhart’s paternal grandparents, Napoleon and Mehitable 
(Burgess) Crownhart, were both natives of the State of New York, 
whence they removed to Wisconsin prior to the Civil War, and the 
grandfather, responding to the call of the Union, enlisted in the 
Thirty-fifth Wisconsin Regiment, serving in the defense of the stars 
and stripes until the close of hostilities. His son, Charles H. Crown- 
hart, took up the practice of law at Superior as a member of the 
firm of Crownhart, Owen & Foley. It is interesting to note that both 
Charles H. Crownhart and Walter C. Owen were later to become 
justices of the Wisconsin Supreme Court while William R. Foley was 
made a Circuit Court judge. Mr. Owen also served as attorney gen- 
eral of Wisconsin. Mr. Crownhart married Jessie Elizabeth Evans, 
the daughter of Jesse G. and Sarah Ann (Coleman) Evans, who came 
to this state prior to the Civil War, in which Mr. Evans rendered active 
service on the Union side. Justice Crownhart passed away in 1930, 
while his wife survived him until January, 1943. They had two sons, 
J. George and Charles H. 

J. George was born at Superior on October 8, 1896, and was edu- 
cated in the School of Commerce of the University of Wisconsin, 
where he received his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1921. Prior to this 
he had enlisted for service in the first World War, serving as a bayoriet 
instructor in the ordnance department. He was later commissioned 
a second lieutenant in the Wisconsin National Guard Reserves, while 
in April, 1921, he was made a captain and aide-de-camp in the Wis- 
consin National Guard and six months later was advanced to the rank 
of major, headquarters Twenty-second Cavalry Division. He resigned 
his commission in December, 1926, In 1923 he was made secretary 
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of the State Medical Society and managing editor of the Wisconsin 
Medical Journal, holding these positions until his death in 1941. For 
seven years, 1930-37, he was secretary of the Wisconsin Hospital As- 
sociation and during 1936-37 he acted as chairman of the subcom- 
mittee on health and disability of the Governor’s Citizens’ Committee 
on Public Welfare. He was married in 1927 to Miss Hildegarde 
Wooll, of Janesville, and they had two children: Elizabeth Ann and 
George William. Mr. Crownhart was a member of the Wisconsin 
Historical Society, the American Hospital Association, Wisconsin 
Press Association, National Collegiate Players, Madison Rotary Club. 
Fraternally he was a Phi Kappa Phi, Pi Epsilon Delta and a Chi Phi. 

Charles H. Crownhart, the younger son of the family, removed 
with his parents to Madison, where he pursued his early education 
in the grade and high schools and later entered the University of 
Wisconsin, where he won his Bachelor of Arts degree and his LL.B. 
at his graduation from the University School of Law in 1931. He 
then joined Frank Kuehl in the practice of law and in 1932 the firm 
of Crownhart & Murphy was-formed. This association continued until 
January, 1943. In the meantime, after the death’ of his brother 
Charles H. Crownhart had been elected secretary of the State Medical 
Society and took office on January 1, 1942. He continued his private 
law practice a year but now devotes all of his time to the medical 
society and is also serving as managing editor of the Wisconsin Medi- 
cal Journal. His legal training and experience are of great aid to him 
in this work. 

In 1934 Mr. Crownhart married Miss Marion Palmer, daughter of 
Merle and Nina (Phalen) Palmer, of Columbus, Wisconsin, and they 
now have three daughters: Mary Ann, Sarah Alice and Virginia Jean. 
Mrs. Crownhart is a member of the Congregational church. Mr. 
Crownhart is a liberal in politics and in fact is a liberally minded man, 
forming his own opinions and yielding the same privilege to others. 
He acted as campaign manager for Senator Blaine in 1932 and was 
subsequently campaign manager for O. 8S. Loomis and Fred M. Wylie. 
He has membership in the Madison Club, University and Athletic 
clubs of Milwaukee, the Dane'County, Wisconsin State and American 
Bar associations, the American Judicature Society and the American 
Public Health Association. He also belongs to the Chi Phi and Phi 
Alpha Delta fraternities and the National Collegiate Players. He is 
alert to the interests and issues of the day, and in public matters his 
attitude is that of a progressive and fair minded citizen. 


Don W. COLBURN, the secretary of the Chamber of Commerce at 
Neenah, is doing effective and resultant work. He was born in Green 
Bay, November 2, 1907, a son of Walter and Louise (Metternich) 
Colburn. The father, who died in 1940, had been a hardware mer- 
chant, interested with his uncle in the W. D. Cooke Hardware Com- 
pany of Green Bay until approximately 1916, when the store was sold 
and the family moved to Oshkosh. From that time until his death 
he was the Fox River Valley representative of Hibbard, Spencer, 
Bartlett & Company of Chicago, a wholesale hardware firm. He mar- 
ried Louise Metternich, whose parents, Caspar and Louisa Metter- 
nich, were natives of Switzerland, where they owned considerable 
land, but they decided to try their fortune in America and, crossing 
the Atlantic, made their home at Menasha. In the family of Mr. and 
Mrs. Walter Colburn were two sons, Donald Walter and Gordon Lou. 

Having pursued his preliminary education in the grade and high 
schools of Oshkosh, Don W. Colburn later augmented his early train- 
ing by attending the night school of the City of Detroit College and 
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by correspondence courses. He is a student by nature, always adding 
to his knowledge by reading, observation and experience, and is today 
regarded as a broadminded man of most progressive spirit. 

He initiated his business career by securing a position in the 
Detroit Industrial Bank, Detroit, Michigan, where he was employed 
in the credit department from 1926 to 1930. He was then employed 
as assistant manager by the Oshkosh Discount Company of Oshkosh 
for about four years. In 1937 he became an employe of the A. EF. 
Schultz Fuel Company of Neenah, filling the position of office man- 
ager. He took over the duties of secretary of the Chamber of Com- 
merce on May 15, 1942, and has since been very active in this field, 
realizing his opportunities for advancing the industrial, commercial 
and professional interests of the city, and his work has brought ex- 
cellent results. He looks beyond the exigencies of the moment to the 
opportunities of the future and endorses every plan and measure for 
the general good. While holding to high ideals, his methods are prac- 
tical.and bring about the ends which he so earnestly desires. Mr. 
Colburn is secretary of the Kiwanis Club and was one of the organ- 
izers of the Neenah Junior Chamber of Commerce, which started the 
Senior Chamber of Commerce in 1940 and from the beginning he has 
been actively interested therein. 

In 19385 Mr. Colburn was united in marriage to Miss Emily Lane, 
a daughter of Dewey and Lena (Clausen) Lane, and a graduate of 
the Neenah high school. She is a member of St. Paul’s English Lu- 
theran Church, of the Business and Professional Women’s Club, and 
was instrumental in organizing the Auxiliary to the Neenah Junior 
Chamber of Commerce and served twice as its president. 


JUDGE CHARLES A. HANSEN, who has served as judge of the County 
Court of Milwaukee County since 1988, presiding over branch 2 Ras 
been a lifelong resident of the city of Milwaukee, where he was born 
September 25, 1892, a son of Captain Thorwald and Olive (Johnson) 
Hansen, both of whom were born in Norway and are now deceased. 
The Hansen family is one of the oldest on the south side of Milwaukee 
and its representatives for generations have been sailors and captains 
in connection with lake and ocean transportation. Ole Hansen, the 
grandfather of the Judge, came from Norway to the new world and 
settled in Wisconsin when his son Thorwald was about a year and a 
half old. He was a ship carpenter and became one of the pioneer 
boat builders of Milwaukee, having a shipyard on Washington Street. 
He died in this city in 1900, at the advanced age of eighty-one years. 

Captain Thorwald Hansen won his title in connection with lake 
navigation. He owned and operated a fleet of schooners on the Great 
Lakes, hauling lumber and tanbark from the north woods to Milwau- 
kee. Among the ships which he operated were the Alice, the J. V.' 
Jones, the Maxwell, the City of Racine and the Jura, all of which were 
sailing vessels. Captain Hansen met death in 1900, at the compara- 
tively early age of thirty-six years, being accidentally drowned off a 
pier on the Michigan, coast. Pictures of some of the boats which he 
owned still adorn the walls of the Judge’s office. In the family of 
Captain Hansen and his wife were five sons and a daughter, as fol- 
lows: Dr. A. H. Hansen, who was a practicing dentist of Milwaukee, 
died in 1918, a victim of the influenza epidemic; Dr. Howard T. Han- 
sen is a physician with office at 1102 South Sixteenth Street in Mil- 
waukee and makes his home in Wauwatosa; Dr. Roy T. Hansen has 
his home and office in Wauwatosa; Gordon I. Hansen is an attorney- 
at-law with office at 1102 South Sixteenth Street; and Ruth is the 
wife of Irvin C. Curry, of Milwaukee. 
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Judge Hansen, the other member of the family, acquired his early 
education in the south side schools, attending the Mineral Street 
public school and graduating from the South Division high school in 
1910. He afterward studied in the Milwaukee State Teachers Col- 
lege for two and a half years and in preparation for a legal career 
attended the Marquette University Law School, completing the course 
in 1917, when the Bachelor of Laws degree was conferred on him. 
During his high school, college and university student days he par- 
ticipated in athletic sports, playing on the football, baseball and bas- 
ketball teams, and he worked as a newsboy for the Milwaukee Journal 
and at various odd jobs while in high school and college. Later he 
was employed by the Milwaukee Coke & Gas Company, advancing 
from the position of common laborer through various merited pro- 
motions until he became welfare manager. He was likewise con- 
nected for a time with the legal department of the Ferdinand Schles- 
inger interests, spending three years in that way after his admission 
to the bar. ) 

In 1920 Judge Hansen and his brother Gordon formed the law 
firm of Hansen & Hansen, the association being continued until the 
elevation of Charles A. Hansen to the bench. He was appointed by 
Governor La Follette as one of two to act as special counsel to repre- 
sent Secretary of State Theodore Dammann and State Treasurer 
Solomon Levitan in the dispute over the emergency board’s appro- 
priation of six million dollars from the state’s general fund. From 
1930 until 1938 he was the Latvian vice counsel for Wisconsin, there 
being several thousand Latvians in the state, principally in Milwau- 
kee, and served until appointed to the bench, when he resigned 
the position. In 1938 he was appointed by Governor La Follette to 
the board of trustees of the Milwaukee County institutions’ welfare 
board and he also resigned that office when appointed judge. In 
1931 and again in 1937 he was a candidate for county judge of branch 
1, but was defeated by Judge Michael S. Sheridan, who had held the 
office for thirty years. On the 10th of December, 1938, he was ap- 
pointed by Governor La Follette to branch 2 of the County Court of 
Milwaukee County to succeed the late Judge John C. Karel. His 
record on the bench has been marked by the prompt and faithful 
performance of his judicial duties and the interests of the court are 
carefully protected by him in accordance with the highest ethical 
standards of the profession. 

Judge Hansen married Helen A. Schroeder, a native of Appleton, 
Wisconsin, and a daughter of John Schroeder. The Judge is well 
known in fraternal circles, belonging to Lake Lodge No. 89, F. & 
A. M.; Wauwatosa Commandery, K. T.; Wauwatosa Consistory, S. 
P. R. S.; and Tripoli Temple of the Mystic Shrine. He is likewise 
connected with the Elks, the Eagles and the Odd Fellows and is a 
member of the Milwaukee Athletic Club and the Kiwanis Club. His 
record is characterized by a steady advancement attributable entirely 
to the development of his inherent powers and talents and the recog- 
nition and utilization of his opportunities, and he is regarded today 
as one of the most substantial representatives of the legal fraternity 


in his native city. 


EMANUEL LORENZ PuHipp. In the annals of Wisconsin history 
Emanuel Lorenz Philipp will rank as one of the two great governors 
in the first three decades following the turn of the century. His 
eareer took him literally “from cabin to executive mansion.” Third 
native son to be elected chief executive, he was a war governor, and 
his sane administration, especially during the tempestuous years 
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that characterized World War I, was marked by balance, high cour- 
age and ability, broad statesmanship and patriotism. So cooperative 
was his war administration with the Federal Government as to win 
this praise from Provost Marshal General Enoch H. Crowder: “We 
have come to expect the impossible of Wisconsin.” With the com- 
pletion of his third term only one governor, Jeremiah M. Rusk, had 
served his state longer in that office. His post-war program in rela- 
tion to soldiers’ aid and the founding of the Wisconsin General 
Hospital for the care of soldiers and of state patients needing spe- 
cial care and medical attention showed his foresight in the direc- 
tion of a great charitable advance that, a quarter century afterwards, 
was to flower into a program of Government assistance. 

Emanuel Lorenz Philipp was born in the town of Honey Creek, 
Sauk County, Wisconsin, March 25, 1861. The locality where he 
was born and reared was one of the most remote country districts of 
the state, but it is noteworthy that circumstances and environment 
played relatively little part in his later career. His parents were 
Luzi and Sabina (Ludwig) Philipp, both of whom were born in Zit- 
zers, Canton of Grison, Switzerland, near northern Italy, and were 
married in 1848 in their native republic. From Switzerland they 
immigrated to the United States in 1849, landing in New York and 
going direct to Milwaukee. In what was then a small village the 
father bought an ox team, then drove across country to the Sauk 
Prairie region, settling a few miles north of Sauk City. Luzi Philipp | 
himself had an interesting career. After coming to the United 
States he pursued the vocation of farmer, but in Europe when a 
young man had worked on the sunny side of the Alps, and spent 
much of his young life in northern Italy. He was a member of the 
Pope’s Guard, serving under Pope Gregory at Bologna and Naples. 
A few years after arriving in America, like many of his compatriots 
he enlisted in 1862 for service to help preserve the Union of the 
States, as a private in Company K of the Twenty-sixth Regiment, 
Wisconsin Infantry. At the battle of Chancellorsville he was wounded, 
but rejoined his command and served until the close of the war. Not 
only as a soldier did he bear a part in public life, but he was also: 
keenly interested in public questions of the day. He was a strong 
abolitionist and a Lincoln Republican. Though his support was 
readily enlisted in any public cause, he never aspired to political 
office. His death occurred in Sauk County in 1892, and his wife 
died in the same locality in 1898. 


“In 1868 my father bought eighty acres of timberland west of 
Sauk City and built a new log house, or rather a cabin, in the center 
of it,” wrote Governor Philipp in the autobiography of his boyhood, 
published in 1920 in the Wisconsin Conservationist, where the story 
of his country school education and rural home environment is told. 
“Neither ax nor saw had ever touched a tree on that piece of land, 
and when we got our house established we began the work of clear- 
ing. For the benefit of those who have never lived the life of an 
early settler, I will say that our work was never done. I lived that 
life until I was seventeen years old, when I qualified as a teacher of 
rural schools.” 

When nineteen years old the youthful Emanuel had visions of life 
beyond the farm. With money saved from teaching he went to Mad- 
ison as a student of telegraphy under Charles E. Bross, then taking 
a job as assistant telegrapher at Baraboo without pay until he could 
secure a regular “run.” — 
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From the time he had perfected his training at the telegraph 
key, and attained his first regular position, the rise of Mr. Philipp 
was rapid, although during his first early years he had many battles 
with poverty. During the early days of the building of the railroads 
the telegraph key was the favorite route into business associated 
with railroads. Within three years after becoming train dispatcher 
at Baraboo he was transferred to Milwaukee in the post of local 
contracting freight agent for the Chicago & North Western Railway. 
Soon afterwards he was given charge of the Gould freight interests 
and for two years was freight traffic manager for the Schlitz Brew- 
ery of Milwaukee. z 

Experience in business opened new fields for his untiring energies. 
His friends, the Uihleins and Captain Pabst, in Milwaukee, made him 
manager of their sawmill and vast timber interests in Mississippi. 
While in the South he founded the town of Philipp, now in the heart 
of a rich farming community. Then his old Gould acquaintanceship 
brought: him again into a business with which his name is still asso- 
ciated. In 1897 he was elected president of the Union Refrigerator 
Transit Company of St. Louis. Later he purchased this concern, and 
in 1903, as its sole owner, moved the headquarters to Milwaukee. 
Through the years as president and general manager he built up an 
extensive business, with a large capital investment, maintaining some 
of the finest facilities for handling freight traffic and operating cars 
over nearly every railroad in the country. 

Although from the casting of his first ballot Mr. Philipp had 
always been a staunch Republican, he showed little political activity 
until the rise of Robert M. La Follette. For five years (1909-1914) 
he was police commissioner of Milwaukee, a non-partisan position. 
On President William H. Taft’s visit to Milwaukee in 1912 the Presi- 
dent was entertained by Mr: Philipp as the recognized Republican 
leader in the city. In 1908 Mr. Philipp was a delegate to the 
Republican national convention which nominated Taft, as he had 
previously been a delegate to the convention which nominated 
Theodore Roosevelt. 

“During 1899 Mr. Philipp became disgusted at the attacks some 
of the radical drys were making on the candidacy of Joseph W. 
Babcock for the United States Senate,’ wrote Henry Casson Jr. 
in his “Reminiscences” published in the Wisconsin State Journal 
in 1923. “He presented himself at the Babcock headquarters and 
volunteered for Babcock’s cause. A year later he went into the 
movement which gave Robert M. La Follette his first nomination 
for the governorship. That fall he was chairman of the Milwaukee 
County committee. He did not break away from La Follette until 
after the 1902 election.” 

From that hour until the death of both Philipp and La Follette, 
occurring within three days of each other twenty-three years later, 
the one was outstanding in the conservative ranks of Wisconsin 
Republicanism, while the other was the leader of the Progressive 
wing in both Wisconsin and the nation. Emanuel L. Philipp was 
undoubtedly the most formidable of all the men who opposed La 
Follette in Wisconsin. 

Mr. Philipp’s election as governor of Wisconsin in 1914 was the 
first setback given to the La Follette movement. Large expendi- 
tures for state purposes created a demand tor a new leader. A 
mass meeting of statewide scope at Madison in the summer of 1914 
gave its endorsement to Mr. Philipp on a retrenchment platform. 
On that issue he made a campaign that took him into nearly every 
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city and hamlet of Wisconsin. He was a man of great physical 
endurance. He was almost fifty-four years of age when he became 
governor on January 4, 1915. He served for three terms. His 
services during the war years are generally considered as the most 
notable in his career. His administration was marked by the begin- 
ning of an important program for consolidation of departments, 
the organization of a state board of education, the extension of voca- 
tional education, the authorization of the building of the Wisconsin 
General Hospital, and a generally efficient administration of the 
state’s affairs. Notable among men who were on his office staff were 
Lawrence C. Whittet, Edgerton; Charles D. Stewart, Hartford; and 
George B. Hudnall, Milwaukee. 'To Governor Philipp the state be- 
came indebted for the appointment of M. B. Rosenberry (now chief 
justice) and Burr W. Jones to the Supreme Court, and of Col. 
Edward A. Fitzpatrick as secretary of the State Board of Education. 
Governor Philipp enjoyed the hard work of the governorship— 
enjoyed conducting a business of the magnitude of that of a great 
state. 

Governor Philipp’s six years as executive were crowded with 
dramatic incidents too numerous to record here. Those interested 
in the political battles of the time may well consult Henry Casson’s 
Reminiscences “From Rusk to Blaine”; those interested in the war 
period will find Pixley’s ‘Wisconsin in the World War,” Holmes’ 
“Wisconsin’s War Record,” and Huber’s “War Hysteria” (Ms. in 
State Historical Library), all colorful documents of the period. 

Governor Philipp gave freely of his time and energies to agencies 
promoting the public welfare in many forms. He was active in the 
councils of the State Humane Society, was a regent of Marquette 
University, and at his death was serving as president of the Mil- 
waukee Association of Commerce. His benefactions included the 
monumental approaches of the Wisconsin River bridge at Sauk City. 

Never was Governor Philipp as happy as when among friends. 
He always enjoyed a visit to Green County, where he could talk 
Swiss with his kinsfolk. While governor he maintained a hunting’ 
lodge on Lake Koshkonong, where he fished and hunted and after- 
wards feasted with companions. He belonged to several fraternal 
societies and lodges. He was a member of Milwaukee Lodge of 
Freemasons; of Ivanhoe Commandery of Knights Templar, and of 
the Wisconsin Consistory of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite. 
His affiliations also included membership in the Milwaukee Athletic 
Club, the Milwaukee Club, the Milwaukee Country Club, and the 
Merchants and Manufacturers Association of Milwaukee. 

Love of the land never left him.. For years he owned a 280-acre 
stock farm near Hartford, which he developed into a modern dairy 
enterprise—an example which encouraged his neighbors also to pro- 
duce better stock and grains. He bought a farm near his boyhood 
home on Sauk Prairie, where he spent many weekends after leaving 
the governor’s chair. The Sauk County acres were operated with 
modern labor-saving machines and became a regular demonstration 
station for throngs who. came on Sundays to visit the retired gOvV- 
ernor—then the “sage” of Sauk Prairie. The place still is widely 
known as the “Philipp farm.” 

Mr. Philipp was married October 27, 1887, to Miss Bertha 
Schweke, of Reedsburg, Sauk County, a daughter of Diedrich and 
Bertha Schweke. Her father was for many years a country merchant 
at Reedsburg. During the early days he was also one of the Cali- 
fornia “forty-niners.” Both her parents were born in Germany, 
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but Mrs. Philipp was born and educated at Reedsburg. She still 
lives (1944) in Milwaukee. The three children of Mr. and Mrs. 
Philipp, all born in Milwaukee are: Josephine, now Mrs. Paul S. 
Knowles, of Brookville, Long Island, New York. Mr. and Mrs. 
Knowles have two sons, Paul 8. Knowles Jr. and Cyrus Phillip 
Knowles. Florence, who married John P. Dielerie, died in 1925, 
leaving one son, John P. Dielerie Jr. She was a U. S. Army nurse 
in the first World War. Cyrus L., now president of the Union 
Refrigerator Transit Lines, only son of the Governor, has a separate 
sketch which follows this of his father. 

Governor Philipp died June 15, 1925, at Milwaukee after a one 
day’s illness. He is buried in Forest Home Cemetery. 

Of all the men who have served the state as executive few have 
been more open-minded. The University of Wisconsin faculty, fear- 
ful of his attitude toward the University, bemoaned his election but 
lived to praise him for his insight and helpfulness in solving educa- 
tional problems; office-holders who opposed him found themselves 
reappointed if their record of state service proved meritorious; state 
expenses were appreciably reduced but not with any impairment 
of the service of the state to its rightful beneficiaries—the People. 
As one editor remarked in appraising his administration, “he never- 
theless became in reality one of the really great liberal governors 
of the state.” 

The true executive is one who possesses the art of changing the 
state from what it was to what it ought to be. Along this trail 
Governor Philipp made commendable progress. His greatness lies 
in the fact he thought less of politics and his position and more of 
how he could wisely help the common man to higher planes of living 
and usefulness. 


CYRUS PHILIPP, since 1932 president of the Union Refrigerator 
Transit Lines, has been identified with this enterprise since making 
his initial step in the business world and today Milwaukee numbers 
him among her foremost executives. Born March 28, 1898, in the 
city which is still his home, he is a son of Governor Emanuel L. and 
Bertha (Schweke) Philipp, the former thrice governor of Wisconsin. 

At the usual age Cyrus L . Philipp entered the public schools, later 
continued his studies in the Milwaukee Normal School and then 
entered the University of Wisconsin, where he won his Bachelor of 
Arts degree at his graduation with the class of 1920. In the mean- 
time he had enlisted for service in the United States Navy during 
the first World War and attended the Officers Training School at 
Navy Pier in Chicago. Having completed his studies he became 
actively identified with the Union Refrigerator Transit Lines and 
bent every energy to the mastery of the business, so that he was 
well qualified to take over the presidency following the death of his 
father. He ranks with the leading and representative younger busi- 
ness men of the city and aside from his connection with the Union 
Refrigerator Transit Company, he is a director of the First Wis- 
consin National Bank, a trustee of the Northwestern Mutual Life 
Insurance Company of Milwaukee and a director of the General 
American Transportation Company of Chicago. 

Mr. Philipp wedded Mary Julie Edwards, a daughter of H. J. 
and Henrietta (Beckman) Edwards, who are now residents of 
Cleveland, Ohio. The father, who was long associated with the 
Willys- Overland Company, is now living retired. Mrs. Philipp at- 
tended the Pine Manor School and is now a member of the board 
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of directors of the Milwaukee Country Day School. She is also 
serving as president of the Milwaukee Curative Work Shop and was 
formerly president of the Junior League and secretary of the Na- 
tional Junior League. Mr. and Mrs. Philipp have three children: 
Patricia, who is now attending the Milwaukee Downer Seminary, 
Mary Julie and Emanuel L. Philipp II. 

Mr. Philipp has taken a very active and helpful interest in the 
work of the Republican party since attaining his majority and 
served as chairman of the State Central Committee in 19386 and 
became the Republican national committeeman in 1944. His name 
has been mentioned in connection with the governorship but he has 
declined to become a candidate. The General American Transport 
Corporation, of which he is vice president and a director, announced 
that he would be in charge of all refrigerator car operations, includ- 
ing those of the Union Refrigerator Transit Company for the dura- 
tion and he is thus rendering an excellent public service. He is a 
member of the Milwaukee Hospital Auxiliary board, has membership 
in the Lake Park Lutheran Church and finds expression for his social 
interest in the Milwaukee Athletic Club, the Milwaukee University 
Club, the Milwaukee Club and the Milwaukee Country Club. 


CARL B. Rix was born in Jackson, Washington County, Wisconsin, 
September 30, 1878. He is the son of Wareham P. Rix and Marie L. 
(Stauffer) Rix. His father was of English ancestry and his mother 
of Swiss and German descent. 

Wareham P. Rix was born in Stanstead, province of Quebec, Can- 
ada, in 1844. When he was six months old he was brought to Wiscon- 
sin, where the Rix family settled at Cedar Creek in Washington 
County. He married Marie L. Stauffer, daughter of Abraham L. Stauf- 
fer, of the town of Jackson, Washington County. 

Carl B. Rix was one of five children, of whom three survive. His 
sister, Mrs. George Kuehlthau, lives at West Bend, Wisconsin, and his 
brother, Glenway Maxon Rix, lives at Cedarsburg, Wisconsin. 

Mr. Rix was graduated from West Bend high school in 1895 and 
from the Georgetown University School of Law in 1903 with the 
LL.B. degree and in 1904 with the LL.M. degree. He was admitted 
to the Wisconsin bar in 1904 and began the general practice of law 
in Milwaukee in 1905. He was joined there by John M. Barney, of 
West Bend, Wisconsin, under the firm name of Rix & Barney. The 
present firm is Rix, Kuelthau & Kuelthau. 

On September 30, 1907, Mr. Rix married Sara Cornelia Barney, 
daughter of Judge Samuel S. Barney and Ellen S. Barney, of West 
Bend, Wisconsin. They have three children: Ellen Sybil Townley, of 
Kansas City, Missouri, a graduate of Sarah Lawrence College, Bronx- 
ville, New York; Sgt. John Barney Rix, a graduate of Lake Forest 
University and at present in the United States air service; and Mary 
Paul Markham, of Chicago, Illinois, a graduate of the University of 
Chicago. 

Mr. Rix has been.a member of the faculty of the School of Law of 
Marquette University since 1908. He is an officer of a number of 
representative Wisconsin corporations, serving in various capacities 
in Kolmar Laboratories, Inc., Milwaukee Gas Specialty Company, Pick 
Manufacturing Company, Syncromatic Corporation, Charles Black- 
burn Sims, Inec., and Nieman-Rockridge Company. 

Mr. Rix has been active in political circles without holding office. 
He is a Republican and was an alternate delegate to the Republican 
National Convention in 1940. In the 1944 convention he was present 
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as the acting member of the Republican National Committee. He has 
never sought or desired office. 

In his legal work Mr. Rix is a member of the American, Wisconsin 
and Milwaukee Bar associations. He was a member of the board of 
governors of the American Bar Association from 1938 to 1941, presi- 
dent of the Wisconsin Bar Association, 1933 to 1934, and president 
of the Milwaukee Bar Association, 1932 to 1933. He has been a mem- 
ber of the House of Delegates of the American Bar Association since 
1934 and is vice president and director of the endowment fund. He 
is a member of the Masonic lodge, the Milwaukee Club, the Milwaukee 
Country Club, the City Club and the Delta Chi fraternity. His church 
membership is in St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, in which he served as 
a member of the vestry for many years. He is active in diocesan af- 
fairs and is chairman of the finance committee of the diocesan com- 
mittee of Milwaukee. 

For a number of years Mr. Rix has contributed editorials on legal 
subjects to the journal of the American Judicature Society and has 
delivered numerous addresses in various states. 


FREDERIC HEATH. Few men are better informed concerning events 
which have shaped the annals of Milwaukee than Frederic Heath, 
who has always manifested great interest in the history of the 
city and its development and upbuilding from pioneer times to the 
present. Rich in his knowledge of the Wisconsin metropolis, he is 
president of the Milwaukee Historical Society and he has the out- 
standing record of having served Milwaukee County as one of its 
supervisors for thirty-three years, a position he is still filling. 

Mr. Heath was born in Milwaukee, September 6, 1864, and is 
thus past the eightieth milestone on life’s journey. He is a son of 
Ebin Cook and Carrie Eliza (Faries) Heath and traces his ancestry 
through the paternal line back to Bartholomew Heath, who came 
to America with the Puritan immigration of 1634, and afterward 
lived in Newbury and in Haverhill, Massachusetts. Ebin Cook 
Heath was born in Slaterville, New York, and became a jeweler, 
following that line of business after his removal to Milwaukee. His 
wife was a daughter of Dr. Robert J. Faries, first resident dentist 
of Milwaukee, where he established his home in 1844. He was also 
an engraver and made the first woodcuts printed in the early news- 
papers here. His wife was a member of the well known Parmelee 
family. 

After mastering the elementary branches of learning taught in 
a small select school on Wisconsin Street where the Federal building 
now stands, Frederic Heath attended All Saints Cathedral school on 
Division Street. When seventeen years of age he became interested 
in amateur journalism and at one time had an exhibit of amateur 
publications in -the Milwaukee Industrial Exposition, predecessor 
of the present Milwaukee Auditorium. His paper, which he pub- 
lished monthly for several years, was called The Stars and Stripes, 
and this he later edited jointly in connection with Henry E. Legler, 
who afterward became city librarian of Chicago. 

After completing his education Mr. [Heath started in the business 
field as an employe of the Star Union fast freight office and subse- 
quently served an apprenticeship with a local engraving firm, but 
because of ill health in 1887 went to Florida, where he became joint 
editor and publisher of the Florida Fruit Grower at Highland Park, 
Volusia County. When he was able to return to Milwaukee ke joined 
Henry EK. Legler on the reportorial staff of the Milwaukee Sentinel, 
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with which he remained for twelve years, engaged in general news- 
paper work and also serving as staff artist. He became a prominent 
and well known figure in journalistic circles here and for three 
terms served as secretary of the Milwaukee Press Club. In 1884 he 
was president of the National Amateur Press Association. 

Mr. Heath became interested in the American Socialist move- 
ment in 1895 and in 1897, in Chicago, was associated with Victor L. 
Berger and Eugene V. Debs in launching the Social Democracy of 
America, now known as the Socialist party. In 1898 he was made a 
member of its national executive committee and in 1901 became 
the national chairman of the party. Mr. Heath became editor of The 
Social-Democratic Herald, which was removed to Milwaukee in 1901, 
continuing in that position through the succeeding decade, when the 
Herald was superseded by the Daily Milwaukee Leader. Mr. Heath’s 
efforts in behalf of the Socialist party were far-reaching and bore 
much fruit. He was chosen the party’s candidate for mayor of Mil- 
waukee in 1900. Four years later he was one of the first nine Social- 
ists elected to Milwaukee’s city council. In 1909-10 he served as a 
member of the Milwaukee school board and in 1911 he was elected 
to the county board. 

No higher testimonial to his efficiency and fidelity could be given 
than is manifest in his continuous reelections to this position. What 
he has accomplished in office makes the county debtor to him in many 
vital ways. He was instrumental in bringing about the inauguration 
of the system of mothers’ pensions in the county. He helped develop 
the county highway system and the county park system. In 1915 
he headed an extensive investigation which brought about outstand- 
ing reforms in the county’s care of its poor children and he it was 
who named Sholes Park in honor of C. Latham Sholes, the inventor 
of the typewriter. He was also made a member of the city’s Diamond 
Jubilee committee, and his activities still continue as factors in Mil- 
waukee’s. further development, especially along the lines that per- 
petuate and preserve its history. 

His knowledge of Milwaukee’s past as related to its progressive 
present is perhaps unsurpassed and he has done more than any 
other individual in collecting heirlooms of Milwaukee for the museum 
of the Historical Society, housed in the county courthouse. He was 
a member of the city school board when he proposed the Wisconsin 
University Extension in Milwaukee and he is now at the head of 
the Milwaukee Historical Society and a curator of the State Historical 
Society. He is a charter member of the Federated Trades Council, 
of which he served as secretary for several years, and he belongs to 
the Milwaukee News Writers Union, the Milwaukee Aquarium So- 
ciety and the Old Settlers Club. He has published daily a series 
of illustrated articles in the Milwaukee Leader on old time Milwaukee 
and has a most entertaining way of presenting the subject, so that 
he has a large reading public. His authorship also includes the Social 
Democratic Red Book and Socialism in America, published in 1900. 

In 1893 Mr. Heath was married to Miss Elizabeth Dorethy, a 
native of Edinburgh, Scotland, and they have had two children, 
Stuart Eldridge who died in 1942 and Dorothy. One cannot think 
of Mr. Heath as inactive, for he is constantly alert to the changes 
which are occurring and which result in a present and future de- 
velopment that finds its root in the historic past. He has left and 
is still leaving the impress of his individuality, his ability and his 
public spirit upon Milwaukee’s annals, with results that make his 
a most honored name in his native city. Its story is deeply en- 


», 


NOSOTROS OSLO OLN LE axe 


oererinanaeaaemtn: aerate AGREE ry OS rate ne Aah NR En yeeteatiinie Ii aA ASRS URW WARS oe Ahr Ms a Sao atin ee asa a ado 


« « P oo 


* *, - « 


‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
i 
‘ 
: 
{ 
: 
¢ 


° 


© 


tn A Boe hm he Bt a, a i> Se” ee 


« 


* 


rs 


“me, wtnee saber mete 


hatin! 
S 


a 


ON oe 
IGASALINA, cat ma Phe oe 


niannea ti 


PPT 


BIOGRAPHY 69 


graven on his mind and a retentive memory enables him to give forth 
the tale with all of its rugged facts and dramatic episodes. 


SOLOMON LEVITAN. For seventy-seven years Sol Levitan traveled 
life’s journey and at the close the record read “he was a most kindly 
man,” “honored and respected by all,” ‘“‘Wisconsin’s grand old man.” 
He had for six terms served as state treasurer, and political foes and 
political supporters were alike proud to hale him as a friend. Interest 
in his fellowmen was one of his dominant characteristics and at all 
times was manifest in a kindly, helpful spirit to which hundreds attest 
who profited by his assistance in one way or another. Mr. Levitan 
came to America a poor boy and started in the business world as a 
pack peddler. When he passed on he was accorded a state funeral, 
his. remains resting under the dome of Wisconsin’s capitol. The 
intervening years were full of effort—effort in business, in politics, 
in philanthropy and in social connections, and in all his activities 
were written the terms of success. So varied were his interests, so 
important his contacts and so far-reaching in results that his career 
has been termed “colorful” by many who knew him best. He was 
born in Tauroggen in East Prussia, November 1, 1862. 

Mr. Levitan had but limited educational privileges but all through 
his life he constantly added to his knowledge through experience, 
observation and deduction. When he reached the age of sixteen he 
decided to visit his uncle in the Crimea, 3,000 miles distant from his 
home, and started on his trip without any money in his pocket. After 
reaching his destination he found employment there and was for- 
tunate in saving the life of his employer’s wife during a pogrom, 
after which he was given the choice of an education or a ticket to 
America. America won. He arrived in Baltimore, Maryland, in 
1878, again penniless, and unfamiliar with the English language. 
The odds were not against him for he possessed energy and ambition. 

Some time later Mr. Levitan arrived in Wisconsin, going to Mon- 
roe. That was in 1881 and he was soon earning his livelihood there 
by peddling merchandise to farm wives of the surrounding area. 
While on a trip to Primrose he met La Follette, then a young man 
running for the office of district attorney of Dane County. It was 
a turning point in Mr. Levitan’s career and the beginning of a 
friendship that was only terminated by La Follette’s death. Soon 
afterwards Mr. Levitan established a general merchandise business 
at New Glarus, a little district that had been settled by Swiss emi- 
grants, not far from Primrose, where lived Robert M. La Follette. 
In 1882 Sol Levitan also became a candidate for office, that of justice 
of the peace in New Glarus, and was elected. Speaking of that 
experience, he afterward said, “I didn’t run. There was a town 
caucus that nominated me. I held office for four years and never 
made a cent.” 

In 1905 Mr. Levitan removed to Madison for the purpose of 
giving his children better educational advantages and there estab- 
lished one of the largest dry goods stores of the city. Later he 
entered the banking business and in subsequent years he became 
president of the Commercial National Bank. He often recalled that 
when carrying his pack of merchandise he stopped in a bank at 
Monroe, Wisconsin, and stood there watching the president sign bank 
notes until the official called out sharply ‘‘what do you want?’ After 
receiving Mr. Levitan’s answer he said: ‘‘This Jewish peddler wants 
to know how long he will have to live in America before he can sign 
currency. Why you could live here forever and never sign a bank 
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note.” Years afterward when the erstwhile peddler was president of 
the Commercial National Bank he sent the first ten dollar bill he 
signed to the bank president of the Monroe bank as his calling card 
and wrote “See, I am now signing bank notes and it did not take 
me half as long as you said it would.” 

Not only in mercantile and financial circles did Sol Levitan rise 
to leadership; but his political career was also a progressive one. 
He always remained loyal to the La Follette interests and contributed 
in considerable measure to their support and success. At the same 
time he was winning recognition for himself largely through his 
keen wit, homely philosophy and extreme friendliness. He was twice 
defeated for state treasurer and in 1922 became a candidate for the 
third time. Previously he had stayed at home during the campaigns 
but this time he presented his cause straight to the people. He was 
elected. Four times in succession he was reelected. In 1936, again 
entering the campaign, he was told that he was too old for the job. 
His reply was characteristic: “Wisdom comes from experience. 
Handling the people’s money is not a job for a politician. There’s 
too much temptation. It might be good to let an elderly man handle 
your money. He’s looking for the golden gate, not the golden calf.” - 
Six terms Mr. Levitan filled the office of state treasurer and six times 
the record was one over which there fell no shadow of wrong or 
suspicion of evil, In the meantime he had conducted many important 
business interests, having been president of the People’s Investment 
Company, chairman of the board of the Commercial National Bank, 
later the Commercial State Bank, and the Madison Trust Company. 
He was known throughout the state as “Honest Sol,” and what higher 
encomium could be given any individual? For more than a_ half 
century he was an honored member of the Masonic order and he was 
prominent in B’nai B’rith, having served as president of King David’s 
Lodge, B’nai B’rith and as president of District No. 6 of the order. 
He likewise had membership with the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, the Woodmen of the World and the Fraternal Order of 
Eagles, and he was made honorary president for life of the Con- 
trollers, Auditors and Treasurers Association of America. 

In Chicago, on August 8, 1887, Mr. Levitan married Dora Andel- 
son, a native of Leavenworth, Kansas, who passed from this life 
April 11, 1934, at the age of sixty-four years. It was six years 
later when Mr. Levitan, on February 28, 1940, was-called home, to 
the great sorrow of the hundreds and the thousands of Wisconsin 
citizens who not only knew and honored him, but who loved him. 
Former Governor Philip La Follette said of him: 

“The death of Sol Levitan leaves a deep void in the life of Wis- 
consin. His was a life rich in experience, blessed with achievement, 
and motivated throughout by a deep sense of loyalty for the principles 
he cherished. He was a keen and kindly philosopher, whose warmth 
and generous understanding and good cheer endeared him to countless 
thousands of people in every walk of life, in every race and religion. 

“A youthful immigrant who fled the persecution of the old world, 
he found in America a haven and, more important, a challenge. His 
courage and industry in meeting that challenge make a stirring page 
in the history of achievement in the American tradition, And when 
I think of Sol Levitan, I like to remember his own success did not 
‘dampen but in fact greatly heightened his concern for the rank and 
the file of the people and made of him a gallant and loyal fighter 
for the welfare of all mankind.” 

Mayor Law said: “The news of the death of Solomon Levitan 
comes to me as a distinct shock and his passing will be Sincerely 
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regretted, not only by the citizens of Wisconsin but throughout the 
Middle West. Sol Levitan was a kind father, an outstanding public 
official and a fine citizen. The story of his life should serve as an 
inspiration for our young people of today.” 

Another spoke of Mr. Levitan: “His outstanding characteristic 
was kindness. He was a considerate man with a lot of wisdom... 
I have always found him a true and faithful friend.” 

“T never had the pleasure of knowing a greater human being,” 
said Joseph Rothchild, president of the Madison and Wisconsin 
Foundation. “In political life there was something about him that 
made you think you were supporting a member of your own family. 
The state has lost one of its most colorful figures.” 

Hon. Harry Sauthoff in his comments said: “Sol’s life to me was 
one of the finest possible tributes to our American government and 
our American civilization and the finest argument I know of in favor 
of retaining it. When you stop to think how an immigrant, not 
even knowing the language of a far-off country, with its different 
customs and religions, could come here and rise to the heights Sol 
reached, winning the affection, confidence and trust of hundreds of 
thousands of people, it is truly remarkable. His whole life epitomizes 
the bill of rights and stands as a monument against Hitlerism and 
the like.” 

Glenn Frank, former president of the University of the University 
of Wisconsin, said: “Solomon Levitan was a colorful figure who will 
be missed from the public life of Wisconsin. He was warmly human 
and kept aloof from the cheap hatreds that sometimes mar political 
life. My deepest sympathy to his family.” 

The family then consisted, his wife having passed away, of a son, 
Mortimer, who is assistant attorney general of Wisconsin, and two 
daughters, Mrs. Sidney L. Goldstine, and Mrs. A. J. Boner, and three 
grandchildren, Shirley and Roberta Goldstine and David Boner, all 
of Madison. His interest at all times centered in his own home and 
he found his greatest happiness in promoting the welfare of the 
members of his own household. He was proud of his family, proud 
of his race, proud of his achievements and above all was proud to be 
an American citizen. Mrs. Charles H. Crownhart, member of the 
board of regents of the State Teachers College, said: 

“Mr. Levitan attained a distinctive place in Wisconsin’s public 
service. In so doing he overcame handicaps that to many would 
have seemed insurmountable. He will be remembered among those 
who have contributed to make integrity and faithfulness synonymous 
with Wisconsin government.” 

The Capitol Times of Madison, writing editorially of Mr. Levitan 
at the times of his death, said: “The story of Sol Levitan is a truly. 
American saga of the land of opportunity and the career that was 
written here by a poor immigrant lad who won the respect and 
admiration of his fellow citizens and rose to a high place in his 
adopted country. The story of Sol Levitan is rich in inspiration to 
young and old. A grand old man of the Progressive movement is 
gone.” 


SIDNEY LYON GOLDSTINE, a prominent figure in the banking and 
business circles of Madison, has reached his present position entirely 
through his own efforts. Since entering the business world his plans 
have been carefully considered and then promptly executed, and his 
spirit of unflagging enterprise has carried him steadily forward as 
a member of the bar and later in the field of banking. He is now 
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executive vice president and a director of the Madison Trust 
Company. 

Mr. Goldstine was born in Winnipeg, Canada, June 5, 1891, a 
son of Max and Jennie (Cohn) Goldstine, the former a native of 
Germany, while the mother was born in Kentucky. His grandparents 
in the paternal line were Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Goldstine, who came 
from Germany and settled in New York, where they died when their 
son Max was quite young. He afterward went to Canada in 1876 
and was one of the first settlers in the region of Fort Quapelle. 
During the Northwest Rebellion he traded with the Indians, but 
later returned to Winnipeg, Manitoba, where he established the 
industry which later flourished and is now being carried on by his 
son Irvine. He engaged in the manufacture of men’s clothing and 
uniforms, which he sold at wholesale and at retail and thus founded 
a business which has proven a considerable source of profit to the 
family. He died in October, 1928. His wife passed away in October, 
1940. He was a member of the Masonic order and was an orthodox 
Jew who became the founder of Shaarey Zadek Synagogue of Winni- 
peg, after which he served on its board for a number of years. The 
family of Mr. and Mrs. Max Goldstine numbered four children: 
Ada, who died when twenty-one years of age; Sidney Lyon; Irvine, 
still living in Winnipeg, Canada; and Ruby, who is the wife of 
Dr. F. E. Kliman, of Los Angeles, California. 

In the public schools of Winnipeg Sidney L. Goldstine began his 
education and later attended Manitoba College. He then began prepa- 
ration for the bar as a student in the Manitoba Law School and in 
1914 passed the bar examination in Manitoba. Subsequently he took 
postgraduate work at Osgood Hall and at the University of Toronto 
in Ontario. He began practice in connection with the well known 
law firm of Andrews, Andrews, Burbidge & Bastedo and thus con- 
tinued until 1916, when he joined the Canadian Army for service 
in the first World War and was commissioned a lieutenant of the 
Two Hundredth Battalion. Later he was promoted to the rank of 
captain and was transferred to the One Hundred and Fifty-second 
Battalion of the Canadian Expeditionary Forces. He served in the 
Thirty-second Reserve Battalion in England until December, 1917, 
when he returned to Canada and was on the staff of military district 
No. 10 as district casualty officer and assistant adjutant general. 

The war having ended Mr. Goldstine resumed the practice of 
law in 1920 and formed the firm of Goldstine & Noble, with which 
he was connected until 1928. He was also prominent in public affairs 
of his community, was a member of B’nai B’rith and its president; 
is a past master of Mount Sinai Lodge, A. F. & A. M., and also 
belonged to Ionie Lodge, A. F. & A. M., and to Prince Rupert Chap- 
ter, R. A. M. He likewise had membership in the Canadian Club 
and he was a director of the Hebrew Free School and of the Jewish 
Orphanage. He was president of the Fort Rouge Synagogue and 
its first president, and at all times he was connected with measures 
and movements of a constructive nature that contributed to the 
uplift and benefit of his fellowmen and to the growth and develop- 
ment of the community at large. 

Mr. Goldstine came to the United States in 1928 and, settling in 
Madison, established an insurance business which he still carries 
on, although giving little time to its management at the present 
because of the stress of other business interests. He has been 
active in the financial field since April, 1934, when he was elected a 
director and the vice president of the Commercial State Bank of 
Madison, serving as such until January, 1942, at which date he 
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became executive vice president of the Madison Trust Company, in 
which capacity he has since served. 

Mr. Goldstine maintains a deep interest in the moral and religious 
progress of his people and has been vice president of Beth El] Temple, 
a Reformed congregation. That he has long been a loyal supporter 
of Masonry and an active worker in its ranks is indicated in the 
fact that Sinai Lodge of Canada made him a life member. 

On the 21st of December, 1921, Mr. Goldstine married Miss 
Esther Levitan, of Madison, a daughter of Sol Levitan, mentioned 
elsewhere in this work. She is a graduate of the University of 
Wisconsin, is talented in music and on various occasions was soloist 
at the University. She is very active in the work of her church, is 
much interested in civic affairs, belongs to the Woman’s Club and 
has membership in the Eastern Star. The children of Mr. and Mrs. 
Goldstine are: Shirley, who was born May 4, 1923, and Roberta, 
born January 19, 1927, the elder a graduate of the University of 
Wisconsin, while the younger daughter is now attending the 
University. 

MILWAUKEE STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE is an institution of which 
Wisconsin has every reason to be proud, for by reason of its or- 
ganization, its principles and its methods it is accorded very high 
rating among the schools of this character in the country, and it is 
reaching out in a field of constantly broadening usefulness with 
results that are a valuable contribution to educational advancement. 

A legislative act of 1880 led to its founding as a state Normal 
School, the original site being on Wells and Eighteenth streets in 
Milwaukee, the ground being donated by the city. The school was 
opened in May, 1885, under the principalship of John Mapel, who 
had been the principal of the Milwaukee high: school, and the 
enrollment numbered forty-six, while the first class of fifteen stu- 
dents was graduated in June, 1886. In 1892 L. D. Harvey became 
the second president, filling the position until 1899, and during that 
period the attendance rapidly increased until the capacity of the 
original building was overtaxed, this leading to the building of an 
addition in 1894. The continued growth of the school made it 
necessary for the board of regents to limit the attendance to three 
hundred, and during the presidency of Charles McKenny it was 
decided to remove the school to a site where a plant could be built 
that would meet the needs of the state. A tract at Downer Avenue 
and Kenwood Boulevard was purchased and the corner stone of 
the main building was laid in June, 1908, while in September, 1909, 
removal was made to the new building. 

In 1918 Carroll G. Pearse, Milwaukee’s superintendent of schools, 
became president, and under his administration, continuing until 
December, 1922, the attendance rapidly increased until during his 
last year there was an enrollment of eighteen hundred. In July, 
1922, the board of regents voted to eliminate the Junior College and 
the department of fine arts. Since that time general education in 
the Junior College and professional education in the Senior College 
have constituted the work of the Milwaukee State Teachers College. 

Since July, 19238, Dr. Frank EK. Baker has been president, coming 
here from the State Normal School of East Stroudsburg, Pennsyl-. 
vania. In 1925 the Legislature passed an act giving the board of 
regents authority to change the name of the school to State Teachers 
College and authorized it to establish curricula leading to the degree 
of Bachelor of Education, the first of such degrees being conferred 
in June, 1927. In 1937 the Legislature amended the statutes, broad- 
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ening the degree—granting authority of the board of normal school 
regents to include the degree Bachelor of Science in education. 

The grounds of the school, midway between two beautiful parks 
and between Lake Michigan and the Milwaukee River, comprise 
about thirty-two acres, and besides the campus there is an athletic 
and play field of fourteen acres on which a concrete stadium has 
been built. The main building houses the art and music schools, the 
assembly hall, classrooms, library, science laboratories, manual train- 
ing shops and the cafeteria. In 1980 a new heating plant and a com- 
bined field house and gymnasium for both men and women were 
erected. The college has been a member of the North Central Associ- 
ation of College and Secondary Schools since 1929 and the American 
Association of Teachers Colleges, with class A rating, since 1930. 

The goals of the State Teachers College of Milwaukee have been 
set forth as follows: “General: The development of a high appre- 
ciation of individual personality and a strong desire to promote its 
welfare... Academic: A broad knowledge of your physical environ- 
ment and an understanding of the social framework in which we live. 
Professional: An understanding of the broad purposes of life and 
the fundamental philosophy of right living; a knowledve of the 
material with which the teacher must work; the nature of the child; 
a thorough grasp of the processes of learning and the techniques of 
putting them in operation; and a knowledge of, and direct acquaint- 
ance with, the organization and operation of public school systems.” 

The College offers six fields of teaching, so that a student can 
become an art teacher or supervisor; an elementary school teacher ; 
a teacher of handicapped children; a teacher in nursery school, 
kindergarten or the primary grades; a high school teacher; and a 
music teacher or supervisor. All of these courses require a four-year 
curriculum. Faculty counselors are assigned to each student and 
advise as to a well balanced program; and also the Women’s Service 
League and Alpha Phi Omega offer guidance to incoming students. 
The college year is of two semesters, with an annual summer session 
of six weeks, in which the courses parallel those of the regular year. 
This school is the only State Teachers College in Wisconsin offering 
a complete major in music and in art. In addition to.the scholastic 
training, which includes actual classroom experience for every depart- 
ment, the physical education staff of the college directs organized 
competition in touchball, dartball, ping pong, volley-ball, basketball, 
tennis, golf, boxing, wrestling, handball, badminton, archery and 
swimming. The total enrollment of students is about thirteen hun- 
dred annually. 

The Hecho Weekly, the Cheshire Quarterly and the Ivy Annual 
give opportunity to the literary and artistic students to exercise their 
talents in those fields and the finglish department has recently or- 
ganized a composition workshop which integrates all writing activi- 
ties of the college. 

Under the joint auspices of the University of Wisconsin School 
of Education, the Shorewood public schools, the Commission on 
Teacher Education of the American Council on Education and the 
Milwaukee State Teachers College, there is offered a laboratory 
seminar in elementary education which bears graduate credit on 
the same basis as any of the University’s extension division graduate 
courses. The Graduate Faculty of the University of Wisconsin and 
the Milwaukee State Teachers College cooperate to enable graduates 
from liberal arts colleges and graduates from the secondary division 
of State Teachers Colleges to qualify for the unlimited elementary 
certificate and to secure the Master’s degree from the University in 
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approximately three semesters. The Milwaukee College in coopera- 
tion with the United States Forest Service, conducts a six weeks 
summer camp at Magle River, Wisconsin. 

The School Assembly is planned to give students the best avail- 
able in recreation, culture and information, programs being in charge 
of a joint committee of faculty and students. The leadership of the 
College has been recognized by the great universities of the country. 
It was selected by the faculty of the School of Education of Harvard 
for the study of modern methods and tendencies in teacher education ; 
in 1940 entered into its cooperative relationship with the State Uni- 
versity; and took part in a seminar of teacher education problems 
conducted by the School of Education of the University of Chicago 
from 1984 to 19389. 

Dr. William Heard Kilpatrick, emeritus professor of philosophy 
of education at Columbia University, and visiting professor on the 
faculties of many universities, said: 

“You who study at MSTC are fortunate in your opportunities. 
For more than two decades I have known your college personally, 
and I am convinced that among the many teachers colleges of our 
land but few belong in the class with your alma mater. It has 
been in at least three respects a pre-eminent leader: First, the 
demonstration school of your college was perhaps the first to take 
a consistent stand in favor of the present best modern outlook in 
classroom teaching; second, the concern of your college to foster a 
more democratic study of our social-economic problems has been 
outstanding and will make you be so much both better citizens and 
more effective teachers; third, the experience method is, I believe, 
destined to remake the preparation of teachers everywhere; in this I 
think your institution leads all the rest. 

“To graduate from such an institution is an honor, an honor which 
demands a corresponding devotion to our great work of teaching. 
Now as never before our country needs the best that teaching can 
give. We must not fail it.” 


Dr. FRANK E. BAKER, educator and writer, contributing to vari- 
ous magazines, has devoted his life to the profession of teaching 
and since 1923 has been president of the State Teachers College of 
Milwaukee, where under his wise guidance substantial progress has 
been made. He is a native of Clymer, New York, born September 
10, 1877, his parents being Horace and Amelia (Simmelink) Baker. 
In preparing for life’s practical and responsible duties he attended 
the State Normal School at Clarion, Pennsylvania, where he was 
graduated in 1895 and a decade later he won his Bachelor of Arts 
degree at Allegheny College, which conferred on him the 
honorary Master of Arts degree in 1915 and that of L.H.D. in 1929, 
In the meantime he had also studied at Harvard, which conferred 
on him the Master of Arts degree in 1909. The studious habits of 
his earlier years have remained with him through life and he has 
continually broadened his knowledge by wide reading and research 
as well as practical experience. 

Having completed his normal school course, Doctor Baker secured 
the position of principal of the graded school at Spring Creek, Penn- 
sylvania, where he remained from 1896 until 1898. Returning then 
to his native city, he taught in the Union school of Clymer from 1898 
until 1900 and next went to Randolph, New York, where he was 
instructor in the Union school from 1900 until 1902. In 1905 he 
filled the position of vice president of the Chamberlain Institute of 
Randolph and then again went to Pennsylvania, where he was princi- 
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pal from 1905 until 1908 of the high school at Greensburg. For a 
two year period, from 1909 until 1911, he was head of the science 
department of the Brooklyn Polytechnic Preparatory School. and 
in the latter year became principal of the Northwestern State Normal 
School at Edinboro, Pennsylvania, where he continued until 1920. 
His next position was that of principal of the State Normal School 
at East Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania, where he continued from 1920 
until 1923. 

In that year Doctor Baker left the East to accept the presidency 
of the Milwaukee State Teachers College, with which he has since 
been associated, and his work has given widespread satisfaction, 
being endorsed by the leading educators of the state, while the high 
rating of the student body is a further testimonial of his carefully 
formulated plans and his ability to effectively direct the efforts of 
the teaching staff. He was a lecturer at Northwestern University 
during the summer terms of 1934, 1937 and 1938 and was visiting 
professor: of the University of Illinois in the summers of 1940 and 
1941. He has done highly resultant work in varied fields of educa- 
tion, having been a member of the Eastern Montana Teachers College 
commission in 1926; a trustee of Allegheny College from 1926 to 
1929; and president of the American Association of Teachers Colleges 
in 1983-34. He has served on the executive board of the Progressive 
Education Association of America since 1934 and was regional vice 
president from 1938 until 1940. He was likewise president of the 
American Association of Teacher Educating Institutions in Metro- 
politan Areas in 1941 and in the same year served as a member of 
the National Council of Education and as adviser to the Institute 
of Propaganda Analysis. 

Doctor Baker has written much for various leading magazines 
upon educational topics. He belongs to the American Academy for 
the Advancement of Science and he has membership in several fra- 
ternities, including Kappa Phi Kappa, Phi Kappa Psi, Phi Beta 
Kappa and Kappa Delta Pi. 

On the 14th of June, 1911, Doctor Baker married Miss Florence 
Howard Fowler, now deceased. His second marriage was with Ruth 
Mary Geiser on November 1, 1926, and his children are Robert 
Fowler and F. Richard Baker. The family residence is at 601 East 
Day Avenue, Milwaukee. 


BISHOP WILLIAM GRIFFIN, who passed from this life March 25, 
1944, was titular bishop of Lydda and auxiliary bishop of the La 
Crosse diocese, to which he received appointment May 1, 1935. He 
was born in Chicago, Illinois, September 1, 1883, a son of Patrick 
and Margaret (Bourke) Griffin, and after studying in St. Ignatius 
College in Chicago from 1897 until 1899 he won his Bachelor of Arts 
degree in De Paul University of his native city in 19038. He studied 
for the Catholic priesthood in Kenrick Seminary in Webster Groves, 
Missouri, from 1903 until 1907 and in the latter year was ordained 
by Archbishop Quigley of Chicago. 

Remaining in his native city, Bishop Griffin served as secretary 
to the Rt. Rev. Bishop Alexander J. MeGavick, then auxiliary bishop 
in that city, filling the position for sixteen years, and he was assistant 
pastor of the Holy Angels Church in Chicago from 1919 until 1923, 
when he was transferred to Mary Queen of Heaven Church in 
Cicero, Illinois, where he continued for seven years. In 1926 he was 
invested with papal honors with the title of Very Rev. Monsignor. 
In 1930 he was assigned to the pastorate of St. Andrew Church, thus 
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taking charge of one of the largest parishes of the city, where he 
continued his labors until 1935, and was also diocesan consultor 
from 1932 to 1985. In 1931 he was made a domestic prelate with 
the title of Right Reverend and in 1926 he was assistant general 
secretary of the International Mucharistic Congress, held in Chicago. 

On the Lith of March, 1935, he was nominated as bishop for the 
La Crosse diocese and consecration ceremonies were held in Holy 
Name Cathedral in Chicago on the Ist day of May of that year with 
Cardinal George Mundelein as consecrating bishop, the ceremonies 
being attended by one hundred and twenty bishops from various 
parts of the United States. On the 25th of May, 1935, he took up 
his labors in La Crosse, where he continued until his death, follow- 
ing an illness of several months. He is survived by only one relative, 
a sister, Theresa Griffin. Pontifical high mass was said in St. 
Joseph’s Cathedral in La Crosse and later in Holy Name Cathedral 
in Chicago, after which he was laid to rest in Calvary cemetery of 
his native city. His work, which was outstanding in La Crosse, was 
in the organization and direction of the Catholic Youth Organization 
in this diocese and in the promotion of the St. Francis Hospital 
School of Nursing. He also aided largely in advancing St. Viterbo 
College. 


S. C. JOHNSON & SON, INC. Samuel Curtis Johnson established a 
parquetry floor business in Racine in 1885; within a few years an 
unexpected turn led him to the first steps which were to result in a 
world-circling enterprise that has made Johnson waxes and Glo-Coat 
famous on every continent. 

S. C. Johnson & Son, Ince., is today Racine’s most widely known 
industry, not only because it has attained world leadership expressing 
the superiority of its products, but as much because of the progressive 
spirit underlying its business methods. 

The founder, Samuel Curtis Johnson, was born in Elyria, Ohio, 
December 24, 1838, a son of Phineas Miller and Orra Ann (Collins) 
Johnson. Mrs. Johnson was of Mayflower descent. The father re- 
moved from Connecticut to Ohio when it was still called the Western 
Reserve. After attending Oberlin University, Samuel Curtis Johnson 
became an employe in the Milwaukee office of the Chicago, Milwaukee 
& St. Paul Railroad. In 1857 he went to Kenosha as secretary- 
treasurer of the Kenosha & Rockford Railroad, later absorbed by 
the Chicago & North Western line. He spent a short time in the 
Chicago office of that corporation. 

In 1861 S. C. Johnson married Caroline Fisk, of Kenosha, where 
he then owned a book and stationery store. In 1885 he withdrew to 
take over the manufacture of parquet flooring from the Racine Hard- 
ware Manufacturing Company. There many of his patrons consulted 
him as to the best methods of preserving their floors; his recom- 
mendation was wax. The number of inquiries led to the manufacture 
of wax as a floor finish, and constituted the initial step made by S. C. 
Johnson & Son, Inc. 

The trade expanded rapidly throughout the domestic market, and 
in 1915 Johnson waxes were introduced into England, where today 
the Johnson polishes are as well known as in America. The next 
step was the establishment of an associate company in Australia in 
1917, under the name of 8. C. Johnson & Son, Pty., Ltd., with head- 
quarters at Sydney. 

At the time of the founder’s death in 1919 the business had begun 
to assume world-wide proportions. His son, Herbert Fisk Johnson, 
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succeeded him as head of the business. Under his direction in 1919 
the company began the manufacture of paints. 

Herbert Fisk Johnson, a man of broad vision and unfaltering 
energy, was one of the first industrialists to realize the full value and 
power of advertising. Under his father’s direction Johnson waxes 


had become one of the earliest advertised products in the nation. 


H. I*. Johnson expanded the advertising program vigorously, em- 
ploying newspapers, magazines and other media to give impetus to 
his merchandising. 

He was a discerning student of labor problems, and instituted a 
bonus system in 1917, becoming one of the country’s pioneers in 
profit sharing. He supported and stimulated civic progress with the 
same ‘earnest purpose that he gave to his business. Aside from his 
connections with 8S. C. Johnson & Son he was a trustee of the North- 
western Mutual Life Insurance Company and a member of the 
directorates of the American Trades & Savings Bank, the Dumore 
Company and the Twin Dise Clutch Company, all of Racine. He also 
served as a member of the local water and memorial commissions and 
the Racine school board. His family included his wife, Helen (Con- 
verse) Johnson, and two children, Herbert Fisk Jr. and Henrietta, 
now Mrs. John Jeffry Louis. 

The Canadian company was established in 1920 with funds 
largely suppled by employes of the American company. A small 
agency of the firm in Paris was taken over in 1931, and La Johnson 
Francaise was developing rapidly when World War II broke. 

Further expansion of the business was indicated in the introduc- 
tion of new lines—liquid wax in 1920, lacquers in 1924, the sale of 
electric floor polishing machines in 1925, wax-impregnated paints 
in the late 1980’s. These latter are marketed as Wax-Fortified In- 
terior Finish and Wax-O-Namel. | 

Upon the death of his father in 1928 Herbert Fisk Johnson Jr. 
assumed direction of the firm and is now president of the company. 
He was born in Racine, November 15, 1899, and after preparing at 
the Asheville School at Asheville, North Carolina, took his B. A. 
degree at Cornell University. Returning home, he joined S. C. 
Johnson & Son, Ine., and since succeeding to the presidency his 
skillful guidance has led to the continuous expansion of the business. 

The company introduced Glo-Coat in 1932, and through the inter- 
vening period this has become its largest selling product. In 1936 
the company conducted a survey expedition to the Carnauba palm 
districts of Brazil, where it obtains its most important raw material, 
Carnauba wax. H. F. Johnson Jr. headed the expedition, which cov- 
ered 20,000 miles by airplane and led to the establishment of an 
experimental plantation and wax producing plants at Raposa on the 
northeast coast of Brazil, while a Johnson refinery, warehouse and 
purchasing office were opened at Fortaleza. Both plants are con- 
ducted under the name of Companhia Johnson, S/A. Their chemists 
are engaged in obtaining data on the Carnauba palm, and working 
with Brazilians on improving methods of cultivating the tree and 
refining the wax. 

Further steps for the welfare of Johnson employes were taken in 
1934, when a pension plan was inaugurated, and in 1939, when a 
hospitalization plan went into effect. 

During the war Johnson was engaged in the manufacture of 
vital war products and of finishes used by other manufacturers of 
war material. Among these are: Corrosion inhibiting waxes pro- 
viding metal protection; waterproofing waxes for cartons, packages 
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and paper, insuring safe overseas shipment; and Drax, a new water- 
repellant finish for textiles, now widely used for Army uniform 
cloth, webbing and other military textiles. Many other products 
are supplied to war plants, and to Government arsenals are sent 
millions of cans of Johnson’s rifle bore cleaner, rifle oil and dub- 
bing for soldiers’ shoes. Its new products, produced to fill war 
needs, are sure to prompt other peacetime uses when the war is 
ended. 

Herbert F. Johnson Jr. is president and chairman of the board 
of S. C. Johnson & Son, Inc., and of 8. C. Johnson & Son, Ltd., of 
Canada; chairman of the board of S. C. Johnson & Son, Ltd., of 
England; a director of S. C. Johnson & Son, Pty., Ltd., Australia; 
past president-director of Companhia Johnson S/A of Brazil; a di- 
rector of the American Bank & Trust Company and the Dumore 
Company, Racine. 

Nor does this cover the scope of his activities, for he is also active 
in civic matters, being a director of the United States Chamber of 
Commerce, of the Wisconsin State Chamber of Commerce and the 
Association of Commerce in Racine. He is a member of the Wis- 
consin War Savings Committee; a director of the Community Chest 
of Racine; a member of the regional executive committee of the 
Boy Scouts of America, and holds the rank of colonel aide-de-camp 
in the Wisconsin National Guard. 

Mr. Johnson married Irene Purcell in 1941. He has a son and a 
daughter by a previous marriage. Karen, born May 16, 1924, in 
Racine, was a student in Bennington College, Bennington, Vermont, 
until her marriage to Willard Hampton Keland. Samuel Curtis John- 
son, born March 2, 1928, is attending his father’s prep school at 
Asheville, North Carolina. 

With the steady growth of the business the physical plant has 
been expanded. Old buildings were.remodeled to meet changing con- 
ditions, a new fireproof wax plant was erected and, later, a Glo-Coat 
building. The progressive spirit dominating the business is perhaps 
best illustrated in the world-famous Johnson office building, designed 
by Frank Lloyd Wright and erected in 1939. It is a notable contribu- 
tion to world architecture. 

The building is entirely air- conditioned, receiving a continuous 
supply of fresh air from two extensions above. the roof. There are 
no windows or glass brick in the building, but forty-three miles of 
glass tubing are utilized for both natural and artificial lighting, which 
is shadowless day or night. Greater floor space, together with greater 
structural strength and beauty, have been secured through tapered 
columns designed as a flower, with stem, calyx and petals, with a 
large mushroom expansion at the top. 

All furnishings and furniture were designed by Frank Lloyd 
Wright to harmonize with the theme of the main structure. Special 
departments are found on the mezzanine of the building, with execu- 
tive offices in the penthouse. Circular hydraulic elevators and spiral 
staircases carry inter-floor traffic. The building contains an audi- 
torium with perfect acoustics and a special seating arrangement. 
Other facilities include a model kitchen, projection room, and a gym- 
nasium particularly designed for handball, squash racquets and bad- 
minton. There is no street entrance in the entire building, for the 
structure surrounds a carport, which is an integral part of it. 

The building has been visited by architects and students from all 
over the world. The company maintains a. staff of thoroughly in- 
formed and trained guides to escort visitors, 
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WILLIAM 8. HENRY, who has been called “the grand old man” of 
Jefferson because of his age, his prominence as a citizen, his long 
association with the banking business in his town, and his likeable 
personality, was born July 2, 1862, on a farm three miles west of 
Jefferson and here he has passed the eighty-third milestone on life’s 
journey. His parents were Yale and Sarah (Sayre) Henry, natives 
of Madison County, New York, and of Elmira, New York, respec- 
tively. The father was a son of Elam Henry, of Munnsville, New 
York, who in 1841 came to Wisconsin, settling in Jefferson County, 
where he took up Government land. Not a furrow had been turned 
or an improvement made on the place, but with characteristic pioneer 
energy he began its development and continued to farm until 1873. 

Yale Henry also took up the occupation of farming but later 
turned his attention to the milling and grain business, in which he 
was active from 1865 to 1869. Subsequently he engaged in buying 
and selling hops and in 1878 he became one of the organizers of the 
Farmers & Merchants Bank, participating in its establishment and 
becoming the first cashier. He filled that office until he was elected 
to the presidency and remained the chief executive until his death 
in 1896. It was in Jefferson County that Yale Henry married Sarah 
Sayre, a daughter of William Sayre, of Elmira, New York, who 
came to Wisconsin in 1844 and also took up Government land in 
Jefferson County, making his home thereon until his death. His 
daughter, Mrs. Henry, died April 10, 1878, when but thirty-five 
years of age. 

William S. Henry had the usual experiences of the boy who is 
reared on a farm, and when not busy with the duties of the school- 
room he aided in the work of the field. After completing his studies 
he concentrated his entire attention upon agricultural pursuits until 
1888, when he accepted a position in the Farmers & Merchants Bank 
of Jefferson, acting as bookkeeper and assistant cashier until 1911, 
when he was made cashier of the Jefferson County. Bank. He has 
since remained with this institution and for many years has been its 
president and directing head. His courtesy and helpfulness to the 
bank’s patrons, as well as his business ability, have brought him the 
esteem and high regard of all with whom he has been brought in 
contact. 

On the 26th of November, 1882, William §. Henry married 
Jessie M. Harris, of Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, a daughter of Samuel 
W. and Mary (Marshall) Harris. Mrs. Henry died July 5, 1945, the 
day after her eighty-third birthday. Their children are: Sarah, 
who remained at home with her parents and was their comfort in 
their later years, until her death in 1941; Lulu, who is the wife of Dr. 
Kk. A. Stevens, a practicing physician and surgeon of Chicago; Winnie, 
who died in infancy; and Robert K., now congressman from the 
Second Wisconsin congressional district, and whose sketch follows 
this. 

Mr. Henry belongs to the Episcopal church and he is a Royal 
Arch Mason with membership in Jefferson Lodge No. 9, F.A.M., and 
Fort Atkinson Chapter No. 29, R.A.M. He has always been a stalwart 
Democrat and was made a delegate to the national convention of the 
party in 1914. He served as mayor of Jefferson from 1900 to 1906 
and endorsement of his official record came to him when he was 
again chosen for the office, in which he continued from 1908 until 
1910. He has also been a member of the school board and his inter- 
est in community welfare and progress has long been actively and 
helpfully manifested. He still continues the honored head of the 
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bank, and his public and private interests have closely interwoven 
his record with the history of Jefferson. 


CONGRESSMAN Ropert K. HENRY is of the third generation of the 
Henry family to be closely associated with financial affairs in 
Wisconsin. He was once nominated for governor but withdrew in 
favor of Julius Heil. He served as a member of the State Banking 
Commission through appointment of Governor Heil in 1940. He was 
elected to the U. S. Congress in 1944 from the Second congressional 
district. He makes his home in Jefferson, where he was born 
February 9, 1890, his parents being W. 8. and Jessie (Harris) Henry, 
while his grandparents were Yale and Sarah (Sayre) Henry. The 
ancestral line can be traced back to Elam Henry, great-grandfather of 
Robert K. Henry, who became the founder of the family in this state. 
Both the grandfather and the father became identified with the 
banking business in Jefferson, and the latter is still president of the 
Jefferson County Bank, although he has reached the age of eighty- 
three years. His life story in detail is given above. 

Reared in his native city, Robert K. Henry attended the Jefferson 
public schools and after his graduation from the high school he 
enrolled as a student and for two years attended the University of 
Wisconsin. His activities from early manhood have largely been 
directed along lines of financial affairs. He assisted in the installation 
of a uniform system of accounting in the Jefferson municipal water 
and light department, a system which was later in demand by all 
municipally owned utilities throughout the state. He was elected city 
clerk of Jefferson and reelection continued him in office until he had 
served for five consecutive terms, a fact which indicated the prompt 
and efficient manner in which he discharged the duties of the position. 
He then entered the field of banking, having been elected to the 
position of cashier of the Jefferson County Bank, and was serving 
in that capacity when he was elected state treasurer in 1982, followed 
by a second election in 1934. In July, 1928, Mr. Henry was appointed 
special, deputy commissioner by the State Banking Commission to 
liquidate the affairs of the Rome State Bank, which had closed. He 
has been an active and valued member of the State Bankers Associa- 
tion and for one year he served as its treasurer. In June, 1932, he was 
elected president of the Jefferson County Bankers Association. In 
October, 1940, he was appointed by Governor Heil to fill the position 
vacated by Herbert Ibach as a member of the State Banking Com- 
mission, an office he filled to the satisfaction of the general public 
and was endorsed by the entire banking fraternity in Wisconsin. 
Although Mr. Henry is young for the responsibilities which have 
devolved on him in his different positions, he has met every duty with 
a determination to give the work the best possible service and fully 
sustained the state’s usually high reputation in connection with the 
management of its financial affairs. Nothing swerved him from a 
course which he believed to be right and his record is in keeping with 
that of the Henry family in its long relation to the banking and 
moneyed interests of the commonwealth. 

In addition to his public work Mr. Henry is serving as a director 
of the Jefferson County Bank in his native city and is a member of 
the board of various other corporations. He was connected with the 
municipally owned water and light commission of Jefferson, and 
aside from his service as city clerk he has in a private capacity 
worked earnestly and effectively to advance the public welfare. In 
Masonic circles Mr. Henry is also well known. He has attained the 
thirty-second degree in the Scottish Rite Consistory and is a Shriner, 
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with membership in Zor Temple of Madison. He likewise belongs 
to Odd Fellows Lodge No. 29 of Jefferson and his religious belief 
is that of the Episcopal church. 

Mr. Henry married Claire Stevens, of Jefferson, Wisconsin, who 
is also of the Episcopalian belief and is quite active in church circles. 


ANDREW JOHN BIEMILLER, congressman from the Fifth Wisconsin 
district, was born in Sandusky, Ohio, July 23, 1906, the son of 
Andrew Frederick and Pearl (Weber) Biemiller. He was educated 
in the public schools there, engaging in debating as his major inter- 
scholastic activity and working in the post office during his holidays. 
He entered Cornell University in 1922, at the age of sixteen, and 
obtained his B.A. degree in 1926. During the next few years he taught 
in the universities of Syracuse and Pennsylvania, also doing graduate 
work in history at the University of Pennsylvania. 

In 1929 he married Hannah Perot Morris, of Philadelphia. In 
1932 he-left Philadelphia and abandoned the teaching profession 
to come to Milwaukee and become active in the fields of polities and 
journalism. He edited the Wisconsin Leader, a liberal weekly news- 
paper, for several years and also contributed a column to the daily 
Milwaukee Leader. In 19386 he was elected to the Wisconsin Legis- 
lature on the Progressive ticket. He was active in the political 
movement for merging the Socialist party with the Progressive party. 

During his three terms in the Wisconsin Legislature Mr. Biemiller 
was known as the sponsor of liberal legislation in the medical field 
and of many other liberal and progressive measures. He introduced 
and passed the bill to create a Wisconsin development authority, to 
give the state a public power authority similar to the TVA. In his 
third term he was his party’s floor leader. 

Mr. Biemiller served as an organizer for the Wisconsin Federation 
of Labor (A.F.of L.) from 1987 to the fall of 1941. His work took 
him into every industrial center of the state. 

In the fall of 1941 Mr. Biemiller was called to Washington to 
join the staff of the OPM, later the War Production Board, as an 
executive. During the next three years he worked there in the 
division of labor morale, traveling extensively over the country to 
solve problems of labor-management relations. He worked at this 
task in varying capacities, finally as special assistant to the vice 
chairman of the War Production Board. His government position 
involved liaison with other war agencies, the armed services and the 
White House. 

In 1944 Andrew Biemiller was asked by many of his friends to 
run for Congress in the Fifth district, Milwaukee’s north side, on 
the Democratic ticket. He was one of the many prominent Pro- 
gressives who broke with the Progressive party on the war issue. 
He fought the campaign on the issue of strong support of the war 
and international organization for peace, opposing the Republican and 
Progressive policies of lukewarm support of the war and a postwar 
return to isolationism. He was successful in this election. 

In Congress Mr. Biemiller won the coveted post of member of 
the naval affairs committee, last held by a Wisconsin man in 1912. He 
took a prominent part in the deliberations of this committee and in 
its surveys and inspection of naval bases in this country and through- 
out the Pacific. 

Mr. Biemiller has repeatedly declared that management, labor 
and agriculture should all be given a direct voice in legislative and 
administrative matters which affect them. He has pushed this con- 
cept in various legislative matters before the Congress. 
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Mr. Biemiller is the father of a son, Andrew Jr., born December 
31, 1939. The family residence is at 2443 North Sherman Boulevard, 
Milwaukee. 


FRANCIS EDWARD MCGOVERN was governor of Wisconsin during 
the years 1911-1915, two successive terms of extraordinary achieve- 
ment. He was born January 21, 1866, on a farm near Elkhart Lake 
in the town of Rhine, Sheboygan County, Wisconsin, a son of Law- 
rence and Ellen (Wren) McGovern. He was educated in the district 
or country school maintained in the community in which his parents 
lived. During his entire boyhood his father was clerk of the district 
school board and the school was an exceptionally good one. “Frank” 
early showed he had a keen, active mind and at the age of seventeen 
he took an examination and received a teacher’s certificate with the 
highest rating in three separate subjects. Notwithstanding his youth 
he immediately began his career as a country school teacher. 

In 1886, when twenty years of age, without having attended any 
high school, academy or preparatory institution whatever, with a 
view to passing the entrance examinations at the University of Wis- 
consin, and working on the farm until the last day before the hi 
versity opening, he presented himself and was accepted as a freshman 
with “conditions” only in subjects he had never studied, and four 
years later was graduated with honors and with everything “made 
up,” required by the degree he received of A.B. and fully eligible as 
a member of the class of “Mighty Ninety,” a designation modestly 
self-selected by the members themselves and borne all through their 
University grades and long afterward down to the present day. 

Upon graduation from Wisconsin University he was first hired as 
principal and superintendent of schools in Brodhead, Green County, 
Wisconsin, where he was principal of its grade schools and head of © 
the high school. Here he remained three years, when he found him- 
self in like employment in the city of Appleton, which had one of the 
finest schools in the state. Four years later he had awaiting him a 
position in the University as instructor. Although he appreciated 
the honor, instead of accepting it, the next year, 1901, he accepted 
the position of first assistant district attorney of Milwaukee County, 
for the performance of the duties for which he had been preparing 
himself for years. From this vantage ground he at once entered upon 
4 warfare for the extirpation of civic corruption in the city, county 
and state within the limitations of his jurisdiction, where public 
affairs were in a shameless official honeyeombed condition, with graft- 
ing, boodling and crime. 

As if inspired by vision of coming events he proposed and secured 
from the Legislature amendments in the then-existing law for the 
selection of members of grand juries by the courts rather than per- 
mitting continuation in the control of the work by corrupt political 
elements in the community in whose hands that authority had been 
allocated and undisturbed for years. 

Indeed, the grand jury members themselves admitted the faults 
of the existing system and the deplorable resultant conditions, and 
with this drastic change there came a revolution in the character of 
the local legislatures, such as the common council of the city and the 
county board of the county in the matter of boodling and grafting at 
the expense of the public. This revolutionary change wrested the 
control and the administration of law from venal hands and placed 
the exercise of it with high-minded men and women who could be 
safely trusted to protect the public instead of despoiling 1t. 
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For four years he was first assistant district attorney of Milwau- 
kee County, during much of which time the district attorney was 
absent from the state on account of ill health and Mr. McGovern acted 
in his place. In the development of his program he thus had prac- 


tically a free hand. He did not fail to make good use of the oppor- | 


tunity: 


years succeeding his apprenticeship in the office, that is, when he was 
district attorney by election of the people, and the cooperation of 
several grand juries, the movement for good government he started 
developed into a crusade conducted against grafting, bribery and of- 
ficial corruption in the city, county and state within his jurisdiction, 
that. attracted nation-wide attention and resulted in so thoroughly 
protecting local government in and about Milwaukee official life as 
to affect political life from that day down to the present time. It 
substituted honesty for shameless rascality. It enabled the people for 
the first time to get as good government as they deserved. Such was 
the work of the years, compressed and intensified; but statisticians 
who have a penchant for statistics found that a greater number of 
indictments were obtained from two grand juries for briberies and 
corruption in public office than had theretofore been returned in all 
the prior recorded history of America. 

As is well known, there is no instance in history where ringleaders 
in corrupt control of government voluntarily yield up or relinquish 
their power or permit others to use them without a struggle, and in 
this respect, in olden times, Milwaukee was no exception. On the con- 
trary it fought back bitterly and desperately and was not readily 
overcome, as it had powerful financial backers who liberally supplied 
its treasury. With the fight for honesty and decency in government, 
party lines were unhesitantly abandoned. Honorable precedents were 
thrown to the winds. Anything, however vile, was welcome to those 
who felt their power slipping. Mr. McGovern had frankly shown his 
hand as their enemy in wrong-doing. He appealed directly to the 
people; the searchlight was turned on the methods of the lawbreakers. 
Besides, the crisis in Milwaukee’s political history came at a presi- 
dential election when Mr. McGovern was running as an independent 
candidate and was required therefore to overcome the powerful at- 
traction of party fealty and party loyalty to say nothing of the fac- 
tions and political breaks made on every side involving almost every 
office, national, state and local. Never before, probably, was there a 
political convention more unique or where feeling ran higher in bring- 
ing of steel against steel in every logical tournament, or was the case 
of righteousness ever: more courageously waged or more decisively 
victorious. . 

After the lapse of two years, during which he resumed the general 
practice of law, Mr. McGovern was elected governor of Wisconsin in 
1910 and re-elected two years later. During these two terms, largely 
as a result of his administration, more improved constructive legis- 
lation was enacted in Wisconsin of permanent benefit to the people 
of the state than has probably been passed anywhere in the country 
during an equal period of time. 

He resumed the general practice of law at Milwaukee in 1915 and 
conducted this work until the United States entered the first World 
War. He then accepted a commission as major in the United States 
Army and was also detailed as adjutant general of a regular army 
division, the Kighteenth, then stationed at Camp Travis, San An- 
tonio, Texas, and about to go overseas. After an army service of 
about two years, during which he was promoted from the rank of 
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major to that of lieutenant colonel, he resigned and accepted appoint- 
ment as general counsel of the United States Shipping Board and 
Emergency Fleet Corporation at Washington, D. C. In this position 
he was head of the legal department of the governmental agencies 
mentioned, and also chairman of the construction claims board which 
liquidated the claims of contractors whose ship building contracts had 
been cancelled by the close of the War. These positions he later re- 
signed to resume the practice of law in Wisconsin. 

Since returning to Milwaukee, though busily engaged in the gen- 
eral practice of law, he has been connected with numerous social move- 
ments. He is a member of the American Legion and was commander 
of the fifth district; a trustee and director of the Milwaukee Art 
Institute; was president of the Seven Arts Society of Milwaukee for 
many years; for a like time he was president of the Travelers Aid 
Society, the Central Council of Social Agencies and the Wisconsin 
Association for the Disabled; for over a doven years he was chairman 
of the legislative committee for both the Milwaukee Bar Association 
and the State Bar Association, chairman of the committee on crime 
and criminal justice and the Wisconsin Conference on Social Work, to 
the affairs of all of which, together with outdoor sports, he has de- 
voted his spare time. 

All his life his recreations have been out-of-doors—fishing, hunt- 
ing, horseback riding and golf. 


Dr. EDWARD W. BURKHARDT. Practicing in one community for 
forty-seven years indicates ability in diagnosis and treatment, the 
prompt and faithful performance of duty and appreciation on the 
part of the general public. Such is the record of Dr. Edward W. 
Burkhardt of Menomonee Falls, physician and surgeon here for 
almost a half century. Born in the township of Linden, Sheboygan 
County, Wisconsin, July 4, 1867, he is a son of Henry and Louise 
(Fasse) Burkhardt, both of whom were natives of Germany. The 
father came to the United States about the time of the Mexican War 
and a few years later he was joined by his parents, who brought with 
them a daughter and son and settled on a tract of land in the township 
of Sheboygan Falls, the grandfather there giving his attention to 
agricultural pursuits. The Fasse family immigrated from Germany 
to America a few years after the arrival of the Burkhardt family and 
they too established their residence in the township of Sheboygan 
Falls, where Mr. Fasse became a successful and prosperous farmer. 
Both Mr. Fasse and his wife were born in Lippe Detmold, Germany, 
and they met and were married after coming to the new world. In 
the family of Henry and Louisa (Iasse) Burkhardt were the follow- 
ing named sons and daughters: Fred, now deceased; Amelia, de- 
ceased; Louis and Henry, both of whom died in infancy; Edward W.; 
Martin; and Lena, deceased. Thus only the Doctor and his brother 
Martin are now living. 

After mastering the elementary branches of learning in the coun- 
try school near his father’s farm Doctor Burkhardt continued his 
studies in the high school at Plymouth, Wisconsin, and then engaged 
in teaching school for two years. He afterward worked in a pharmacy 
at Waldo and at Plymouth for a year, during which time he decided 
that he would like to become a member of the medical profession. 
In preparation for the practice of medicine and surgery he entered 
the Homeopathic College at St. Louis, Missouri, where he was gradu- 
ated with the M.D. degree in 1896. During the first seven months 
thereafter he practiced in Appleton, Wisconsin, and then, learning 
of the desire of Doctor Barndt of Menomonee Falls to retire, he re- 
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moved to this city in 1896 and has here since remained, being called 
to his first case on the 7th of December of that year. His practice 
gradually increased in volume and importance and for many decades 
he has been well established in his professional work, his ability being 
recognized by the general public. In many homes he has made his 
calls year after year as the occasion has demanded, and he is today 
regarded as the loved family physician in many households. 

In addition to his private practice Doctor Burkhardt is serving 
as health officer of Menomonee Falls and he belongs to the State 
Homeopathic Society and the Wisconsin State Homeopathic Society. 
He has long held membership in the Evangelical Lutheran church 
and he belongs to Lincoln Lodge, F. & A. M., being most loyal to the 
teachings and high purposes of these organizations. Doctor Burk- 
hardt married Eva Brickbauer, of Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin, a daugh- 
ter of George Brickbauer, who belonged to one of the old pioneer 
families of this section of the state. The Doctor and Mrs. Burkhardt 
became parents of three children, but Elwood and Ruby are now 
deceased. Their surviving daughter, Annette, is a graduate of the 
Milwaukee Downer College and of the University of Michigan and is 
now the wife of W. B. Brown, of Cleveland, Ohio, and the mother of 
one daughter, Judy Brown. Doctor Burkhardt is a member of the 
State and County Medical societies, also of the Illinois and Chicago 
Homeopathic societies and the American Institute of Homeopathy. 
Mrs. Burkhardt is a member of the Woman’s Club, the Eastern Star 
and the Lutheran church. 


Lorin L. Kay, attorney at law, practicing at Richland Center, 
where he maintains his office, and at Milwaukee, of which city he is a 
native son, was born July 28, 1906, his parents being Alfred L. and 
Dorothy (Leedom) Kay. The mother died in 1927. The father, who 
is a well known and prominent attorney of Milwaukee, is a son of 
Peter and Rosa (Miller) Kay, the former a native of Hessen, Germany, 
whence he came to the United States, settling in Indiana. Peter Kay 
owned and operated a chain of tea and coffee stores and was quite 
successful in the conduct of the business. His wife, Rosa (Miller) 
Kay, was from New York State. 

Alfred L. Kay was graduated from what is now Marquette Univer- 
sity of Milwaukee in 1906 and has since practiced in that city, where 
he is accounted one of the leading and representative members of the 
bar. In 1905 he married Dorothy Leedom, a daughter of Hampton 
and Emma (Dickensen) Leedom, who were natives of Dublin and 
Waterford, Ireland, respectively. On coming to this country they 
settled first at Racine and later moved to Milwaukee, where he edited 
a newspaper which was one of the forerunners of The Sentinel. He 
and his wife arrived in the new world during the Civil War. 

In the family of Alfred L. and Dorothy (Leedom) Kay were three 
children, of whom Lorin L. is the eldest. His sister, Marguerite, is a 
graduate of Oberlin College of Ohio, and Robert, the youngest, was 
graduated from Dartmouth College. On the completion of a course in 
law at the University of Wisconsin he was associated with his father 
and brother in practice in Milwaukee for a time. He later went to 
Washington, D. C., where he was secretary to the chairman of the 
Federal Trade Commission until he entered the navy as a lieutenant. 
He married Helen Thomsen, of Fergus Falls, Minnesota. 

Lorin L. Kay pursued his preliminary education in the public 
schools of Milwaukee and Shorewood and afterward attended Ripon 
College, where he received his Bachelor of Arts degree cum laude. 
in 1927. He then took a course in law at the University of Wisconsin, 
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receiving his LL.B. degree in 1929, while in 1930 the University con- 
ferred on him the Master of Arts degree. He was admitted to practice 
in the courts of this state in 1929 and became an associate of his 
father in professional activities in Milwaukee, where he still practices 
to some extent, but in 1988 he removed to Richland Center, where he 
maintains his office. He is a member of the Richland County Bar 
Association and the Wisconsin State Bar Association. 

His interests outside the strict path of his profession and his home 
life center in St. Barnabas Episcopal Mission, of which he is the 
Warden and Lay Reader, in the Kiwanis Club, the Boy Scouts and in 
Masonry. He has attained the thirty-second degree of the Scottish 
Rite and he has crossed the sands of the desert with the Nobles of 
Tripoli‘Temple of the Mystic Shrine at Milwaukee. 

In 1930 Mr. Kay married Miss Carolyn Parsons, of Green Lake, 
Wisconsin. She was a graduate of Ripon College. They now have 
one son, Lorin A., who was born in Milwaukee, March 28, 1931. In the 
veins of Mr. Kay flows the mingled strain of the blood of German, 
Swiss, New England and Irish ancestors, showing this country to be 
the melting pot in which is turned out a virile and progressive Ameri- 
can citizenship. 


_ BERNHARD C. ZIEGLER, financier and manufacturer, and one of the 
most civic-minded citizens of West Bend, has contributed in notable 
measure to the commercial and business development of his section 
of the state, where he is widely known as the president of the First 
National Bank of West Bend, as the head of B. C. Ziegler & Company, 
(institutional financing, insurance and real estate) and as president 
of the West Bend Aluminum Company. His cooperation has also been 
a stimulating feature in other enterprises and results achieved through 
his efforts have been most gratifying. 

Born in Trenton township, Washington County, Wisconsin, Jan- 
uary 25, 1884, Mr. Ziegler is a son of Jacob and Ernestina (Fick) 
Ziegler, the former a native of Washington County, while the mother 
was born in Pommern, Germany. More than a century has passed 
since his paternal grandfather, Andreas Ziegler, accompanied by his 
wife, came from Hesse Darmstadt, Germany, in 1837. He settled first 
in New York State and in about 1840 established his home in Wash- 
ington County (town of Jackson), where he took up Government land, 
which he continued to cultivate and improve to the time of his death, 
and which is still in the possession of his descendants. He had attained 
the age of eighty-six years when death called him in 1895; his wife 
had passed away in 1887. They had a family of thirteen children, 
namely: John, George, Mary, Margaret, Andrew, William, Henry, 
Jacob, Peter, Fred, Philip, Lizzie and Catharine. 

Of this family Jacob Ziegler, father of Bernhard C. Ziegler, was 
born in Jackson township, Washington County, Wisconsin, in 1850 
and spent his boyhood and youth upon his father’s farm. After his 
marriage he removed to Trenton township, where he purchased land, 
which he owned and cultivated for fourteen years. On the expiration 
of that period he went to Newburg, and later removed to West Bend, 
where for a number of years he was a tavernkeeper and hotel pro- 
prietor. He also figured quite prominently in connection with political 
affairs of his locality, filling the office of city treasurer for one term 
and county treasurer for two terms. He married Ernestina Fick, a 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Friedrich Fick, who came from Stettin, 
Germany, to America in 1866. After living for a time in Grafton town- 
ship, Washington County, these maternal grandparents removed to 
Washington township in the same county, where Mr. Fick died at 
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the age of sixty-seven years, while his wife’s death occurred in West 
Bend when she, too, had reached the age of sixty-seven. They were 
the parents of four children, including Mrs. Ernestina Ziegler, who 
was born in Pomerania, a province of Prussia, February 21, 1853, and 
came to the new world with her parents. She died in 1914 and Jacob 
Ziegler, her husband, survived until December, 1922. Of their children 
Philip died at the age of four years and Peter when a lad of eleven 
years. The three who reached maturity are: Bernhard C., of this 
review; Caroline, the wife of Henry Gehl; and Walter, who married 
Ruth Schloemer. 

The youthful experiences of Bernhard C. Ziegler were largely those 
of a farmbred boy. His parents’ farmhouse faced the Milwaukee 
River and the deer came down for water from the woods across the 
river. His experiences were of the time when the farm boys went 
out barefooted on frozen ground to bring in the cows, and to warm 
their feet stood in the places where the cows had lain. 

He attended schools in the town of Trenton and in the city of 
West Bend, graduating from West Bend high school in 1902. Sub- 
stantial citizens in the community apparently had great confidence 
in Mr. Ziegler at an early age, and his insurance and mortgage busi- 
ness flourished as early as 1902. This business was incorporated in 
1920 as B. C. Ziegler & Company and has continued to grow under 
Mr. Ziegler’s direction. The insurance, real estate and mortgage 
business is statewide; the institutional financing phase of the business 
is nationwide and includes several millions of dollars annually in bond 
issues, principally on churches, hospitals and schools. The present 
officers of B. C. Ziegler & Company are lifelong associates of Mr. 
Ziegler: O. P. Klein, chairman of the board; D. J. Kenny, president; 
Walter A. Ziegler, vice president and treasurer; and W. T. Kratz, 
secretary. 

Another evidence of the confidence held in Bernhard C. Ziegler 
early in his youth was his election as a director of West Bend Mutual 
Fire Insurance Company at the age of twenty-one. He has served 
as a director ever since and has been president of the company for 
many years. 

His introduction into the field of banking was his election to the 
board of directors of the Bank of West Bend in 1910. On August 29, 
1917, he opened his own bank, the First National Bank of West Bend, 
which he has headed ever since. This bank, with deposits of over 
$6,000,000, is the largest bank in Washington County and has a 
remarkable reputation. Its statement is one of the finest in the state 
and dividends have been paid without interruption since the bank’s 
organization. After banks were closed in 1933 this bank was the 
first in its area to be granted a license to reopen by the comptroller 
of currency. 

The largest business interest of Mr. Ziegler, the West Bend: 
Aluminum Company, had its inception on September 27, 1911. This 
progressive company started in a very humble way, and, like all 
humble ventures, obstacles met the new company at every turn. First, 
it was necessary to find skilled men and management—then it was 
production and the question of which utensils to manufacture—and 
the problem of operating capital. So with all these worries the West 
Bend Aluminum Company started in an abandoned two-story wooden 
structure. 

The first products of the small company were a sauce pan, a 
pudding pan and a pie plate. With high hopes Mr. Ziegler exhibited 

these pieces at a hardware association meeting in Milwaukee. And 
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great was the rejoicing when enough orders were received to keep 
the woodshed plant going for several weeks. 

The first factory became inadequate in 1914; the equipment was 
moved across the Milwaukee River on the ice and a new plant was 
erected. Additions were built in 1918, 1926, 1927, and the latest 
three-story structure was completed in 1987. The imposing buildings 
are situated on a twenty-seven acre tract at the “‘west bend” of the 
Milwaukee River. In the spring of 1944 the company doubled its 
floor space by purchasing the former Kissel Motor Car Company 
property in Hartford, Wisconsin. 

In peacetime the West Bend Aluminum Company manufactures 
cooking utensils and giftware, and is the largest independent manu- 
facturer in its field. Its products are sold all over the world. For 
the past four years the 1200 employes of the company have been 
engaged one hundred per cent in war work; the Hartford division 
of the company, too, is producing critical items for the navy. For 
its work on 20 mm. Oerlikon cartridge cases and many other items 
the company has been awarded the coveted navy “E”’ six consecutive 
times, which identifies West Bend Aluminum Company as one of the 
outstanding navy suppliers in the country and a credit to its founder, 
Bernhard C. Ziegler. . 

Besides these diversified business interests Mr. Ziegler is active 
in Gehl Brothers Manufacturing Company and Enger Kress Pocket- 
book Company, both in West Bend. He has been a director of the 
Wisconsin Manufacturers Association for many years and is a past 
president of the Aluminum Wares Association, Pittsburgh, Penn- 
sylvania. 

On September 25, 1919, in Chicago, Mr. Ziegler married Edna 
H. Eickelberg, a daughter of Edward and Helen (Meholek) Hickel- 
berg. Mrs. Ziegler is an outstanding citizen of her community, her 
particular interests being church, literary and girls’ work: She 
founded the Girl Scouts in West Bend. Mr. and Mrs. Ziegler have 
two sons and one daughter: Bernard Carl Ziegler, born January 2, 
1922, now an ensign on an LST in the Pacific; Robert Douglas Ziegler, 
born February 13, 1927, now a member of the U.S. Merchant Marine 
Cadet Gorps; and Barbara Delight, born January 28, 1929, a student 
in the West Bend high school. 

Mr. Ziegler headed the Washington County Council of Defense in 
both World Wars and was a member of the Wisconsin State Council 
of Defense in World War II. He has been a great civic leader in West 
Bend and Washington County. He is a lover of the outdoors, including 
farming, hunting and all sports, and his appreciation of the social 
amenities is manifested by his membership connection with the Chi- 
cago Athletic, Milwaukee Athletic, West Bend Country and Rotary 
clubs. He is a man of tremendous physical energy and great foresight. 
The Ziegler family are active members of the Fifth Avenue Methodist 
Church, of which Mr. Ziegler has been a trustee for many years. 


ANDREW JAY FRAME was the dean of American bankers until his 
death on October 6, 1893. For many years he was the directing 
head of the Waukesha National Bank and active in banking organiza- 
tions throughout the country. 

Mr. Frame was born in a one-room log cabin on February 19, 
1844, the second son of Maxwell and Jane (Aitken) Frame. The 
parents were natives of Ayrshire, Scotland, who came to America in 
1836, settling first in Fowlerville, New York, but four years later . 
came to Wisconsin to establish their home in Waukesha. Here Maxwell 
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Frame became the village blacksmith, and his shop was built on the 
property which today houses the Waukesha National Bank. Because 
his father died when Andrew was hardly a year old, he and his 
brother, Henry, learned early in life the need for thrift and the mean- 
ing of hard work. However their schooling was not neglected, for 
they both attended and graduated from the old Union school in 
Waukesha. It was a far cry from our present day schools but it 
taught its pupils the need for clear thinking and independent study. 
The trait was so well instilled into Andrew J. Frame that he later 
said he had been a student all his life. 

At the age of eighteen young Andrew J. Frame was offered the 
position of office boy in the Waukesha County Bank. In those days 
an office boy really learned the business from sweeping the floor and 
cleaning the offices to running errands and substituting for the regular 
employes when they went to lunch or were away for a day or two. 
Young Andrew applied himself so diligently that he was advanced to 
teller, Assistant cashier and was made cashier on his twenty-first 
birthday. In 1880, at the age of thirty-six, he was made president 
of the bank and from 1919 until his death remained as chairman of 
the board. 

The mere statement of facts can hardly describe the character of 
Andrew J. Frame. His honesty and fairness to all can best be illus- 
trated by the little story that is often told of his condition to the bank 
stockholders when they offered him the cashiership. He agreed to 
accept the position if all dividends were suspended until the full 
value of the impaired capital had been restored. The stockholders 
reluctantly agreed to this proposal. Time has proven that it was the 
first step in placing the bank upon a sound foundation. 

During the years that he was guiding the destiny of his own bank 
he found time for reading and study, as he was profoundly interested 
in economic questions and their relation to the common man. From 
bitter experience he learned the evils of wild-cat banking, fiat money 
and branch banking. He knew that in the hands of unscrupulous 
men they were a menace to society. Perhaps for that reason he ad- 
vocated the National Banking Law long before the majority of persons 
recognized the need of such legislation. He was one of the organizers 
and early presidents of the Wisconsin Bankers Association and regu- 
larly attended the conventions of the American Bankers Association 
and was frequently a speaker before these bodies. He often spoke 
out against branch banking, pointing to the crumbling of such institu- 
tions in the European countries when war or other calamities struck 
the country, and contrasted them to our own independent system. 
However he did favor most ardently the Federal: Reserve Act and 
long before the measure reached the halls of Congress he was “‘stump- 
ing” the banking societies and conventions to arouse interest. He 
believed such a central banking institution would in no way be a 
competitor but would exist to serve the member banks as a depository 
for surplus cash and as an issuance office for Government funds. It 
was a great satisfaction to him to see his ideas adopted in both the 
Federal Reserve Act and the National Banking Law. 

Although being a national figure, Mr. Frame was always ready 
and willing to serve his home community and contributed generously 
to all measures for the public good. He was instrumental in inducing 
the city to buy the land for Cutler Park and gave the land and large 
sums of money to the developing of Frame Park along the Fox River. 
He was also a generous donor to the Waukesha Museum. He was a 
member of the Elks, the Waukesha County Historical Society and an 
honorary member of the Kiwanis and Rotary Club, He was a regular 
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and generous contributor to the Waukesha Baptist Church and was a 
Mason for more than sixty years. He was always interested in edu- 
cation and for twenty-seven years served on the Waukesha school 
board. For forty-one years he was a trustee of Carroll College and 
donated the athletic field there which was called ‘‘Frame Field” in 
his honor. In 1907 Carroll conferred on him the honorary LL.D. 
degree. He was a member of the American Academy of Political and 
Social Science of Philadelphia and of the New York Academy of 
Political Science. For over twenty years he was a trustee of The 
Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company. 

In 1869 Mr. Frame was married to Emma Julia Richardson, the 
daughter of Silas and Esther (Sargent) Richardson. Mrs. Frame 
died on September 12, 1937. They had four children, Walter R., 
Harvey J., William S. and Esther Mabel. The daughter was the 
winner in 1919 of the Mrs. Albert H. Loeb prize for art metal work 
at the Chicago Art Institute and for a number of years was instructor 
of applied arts at Milwaukee Downer College in Milwaukee. She now 
devotes her time to local interests in Waukesha, including war work 
and the Red Gross. William S. Frame, born in Waukesha, April 4, 
1873, is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin. Because of ill 
health he went west and was engaged in railroad business with the 
Santa Fe in Topeka, Kansas, for a time but later moved to La Junta, 
Colorado. He then went to Schenectady, New York, and was assistant 
to the manager of the American Locomotive Company until Septem- 
ber 1, 1945, when he retired from active business. He married Eliza- 
beth Stewart, of Topeka, Kansas, and their daughter, Marjorie, is now 
the wife of J. B. Hawkins, of Charlottesville, Virginia, where he is con- 
nected with the Virginia Public Service. Harvey J. Frame, born in 
1875, and Walter R. Frame, born in 1871, are mentioned on other 
pages of this work. 


WALTER R. FRAME is president of the Waukesha National Bank 
and heads the institution which his father developed from a mere 
depository for local surplus funds into one of the foremost banking 
establishments of the country. In following the pattern of his father 
Walter R. Frame has carved his own niche in civic and financial circles 
of his city, state and nation. 

Born in Waukesha on May 21, 1871, Mr. Frame is the eldest child 
of Andrew Jay and Emma Julia (Richardson) Frame. He received 
his education in the local schools and was graduated from the Wauke- 
sha high school on June 12, 1890. Three days later, on Monday morn- 
ing, June 15, 1890, he began his career as messenger and janitor at 
the Waukesha National Bank. No job was too small or too big for 
him as he learned every phase of banking. Promotions came to him 
as he proved his usefulness in each department until finally on January 
11, 1938, he was elected to the presidency, a position he continues to 
hold at the present time. He is following the same policies and straight- 
forward methods that enabled his father to build the bank into one 
of the strongest financial institutions of the state. Yet he is aware 
of the opportunities of the present and the ever increasing influence 
for the good of the individuals and the prosperity of the state which 
the banking institution can furnish. At the close of business on 
December 30, 1944, the resources of the bank amounted to $23,953,600. 
The bank as it stands today is a reflection of the ideals, the principles 
and the services of father and son. 

Mr. Frame married Miss Jessica Osborne, of Massachusetts. She 
is a member of the Episcopal church and belongs to the Ideal Club. 
Mr. Frame is affiliated with the Masonic order, the Benevolent and 
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Protective Order of Elks, the Milwaukee Club and the University 
Club. He has membership in the Baptist church. His interest in 
community welfare finds many tangible expressions. His name is 
always high on the list of donors for any worthy drive or campaign 
that leads to the upbuilding or advancement of Waukesha. Often he 
is called upon to head the various drives and chest funds and during 
the present war he has been active in the selling of war bonds and 
stamps. He is a man of broad vision and keen discernment and of 
most enterprising and progressive spirit, and, like his father, is an 
outstanding and valued citizen. 


HARVEY JAY FRAME, one of the most capable members of the Wis- 
consin bar, practicing at Waukesha and identified with a number of 
the most important financial and industrial business interests here, 
was born in Waukesha in 1875, the youngest son of Andrew J. and 
Emma Julia (Richardson) Frame. The local schools afforded him 
his early educational opportunities and he later entered the University 
of Wisconsin, where he pursued his collegiate and legal studies, win- 
ning his Bachelor of Laws degree in 1898. 

Returning to Waukesha, he began practicing and in time became 
the senior partner in the firm of Frame & Blackstone, well known 
throughout southeastern Wisconsin. The partnership relation con- 
tinued until Mr. Blackstone’s death in 1940. Aside from his profession 
Mr. Frame became known as a leading business man of his native 
city and is now vice chairman of the Waukesha National Bank, secre- 
tary of the Waukesha Motor Company, one of the foremost industries 
of the state, secretary and treasurer of the General Malleable Company 
and attorney for the Waukesha Building & Loan Association and is 
also attorney for the White Rock Company. He has held numerous 
public offices and has been a stalwart supporter of all progressive 
public measures and of all plans and projects for the general good. 
His college fraternity is Phi Gamma Delta. He belongs to the Baptist 
church and fraternally is a Mason. He holds membership in the 
Rotary Club. His activities are thus many and varied and all are 
factors in the upbuilding and promotion of the city and state. 

Mr. Frame married Tweat Ardis, and their children are: Virginia, 
now the wife of Walter Priess; Betsey; and Bryan Ardis, a graduate 
of the University of Wisconsin and a member of the United States 
Army during the second World War. 


HARRY IF. WILLIAMS, one of the energetic business men of Neenah, 
owner of the School Stationers Corporation, was born May 23, 1898, 
in the city which is still his home, his parents being Edward and 
Hattie (Klinke) Williams. The father, who for many years was a 
retail merchant of Neenah, is now deceased, but the mother is still 
living. . 

Harry F. Williams after completing his education as a high school 
pupil in Neenah entered the business world, in which he has made 
steady advancemement. In 1921 he became associated with Robert 
Brown and EK. E. Crook in organizing the School Stationers Corpora- 
tion and has since carried on the business, which has been one of 
steady expansion. Following the death of Mr. Crook his interest 
was purchased by the other two partners and in 1938 Mr. Williams 
acquired the interest of Mr. Brown and thus became sole owner of 
the business. They first started in the Kimberly-Clark building and 
worked for the Kimberly-Clark Corporation for four years, after 
which they operated independently. In 1931 Williams & Brown, 
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under the present firm name, removed to Clybourn Street, where 
the business has since been conducted and where Mr. Williams now 
has a very large plant. By 1936 his patronage had grown to such an 
extent as to warrant the enlargement of the building, and continued 
expansion of the trade warranted a second addition being made’ 
in 1939, so that the School Stationers Corporation now occupies a 
building eight hundred feet in length by one hundred feet in width 
and two stories in height. At the outset there were but three 
employes, which number has now been increased to forty-two. They 
are converters of high grade school papers and at present are doing” 
seventy-five per cent war work. Before the United States entered. 
into this global conflict their output was sold in all forty-eight states: 
of the’Union. The plant equipment and the excellence of their prod- 
uct is such as to justify a further enlargement of their trade under’ 
normal conditions and Mr. Williams has won recognition as one of 
the well known representatives of the paper industry of Wisconsin. 
He has closely studied the business and his thoroughness and business: 
skill have brought to him a patronage that is well merited. 

During the first World War Mr. Williams enlisted, entering the 
Officers Training School, but the Armistice was signed before he 
finished the course and received a commission. He enjoys fishing 
and hunting when leisure permits, but allows nothing to interfere 
with the faithful performance of his business or public duties. He 
takes an interest in all matters of progressive citizenship and his 
support can be counted upon to further any measures of worth to 
the community. He belongs to the First Presbyterian Church and 
is a member of the Masonic order. He is also well known in club 
circles, having membership in the Neenah Club, the Menasha Club 
and the Butte des Morts Golf Club, of all of which he is a popular 
representative. . 

In 1921 Mr. Williams was married to Adelaida Mouritsen, who 
is a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Mouritsen, and is a graduate 
of the Neenah high school. Mr. and Mrs. Williams have become 
the parents of two daughters. Gloria, who was born May 8, 1924, 
attended the grade and high schools of Neenah, and is now the wife 
of Robert Cuttig, of Oshkosh, who is serving with the armed forces. 
The younger daughter, Marilyn, born December 30, 1930, is now 
attending high school. 


WILLIAM I. MILLER, long known and honored among Green Bay’s 
citizens, exemplified in his life many of the highest and most important 
virtues which human nature has displayed. He was ambitious, ener- 
getic and industrious in his business life, but he ever made it a source 
of helpfulness to others, displaying trust and confidence in his fellow- 
men when they wished his aid in matters of trade. Back of all he 
did as merchant and citizen was a broad humanitarianism, and there 
was never an individual resident of Green Bay who had higher regard 
for the privileges and opportunities that America has given her peo- 
ple. This appreciation for his adopted land was expressed throughout 
his entire life and in all of his relations with his fellow townsmen. 

Mr. Miller came from Lithuania, his native land, when a child and 
spent the greater part of his remaining days in Wisconsin, although, 
residing for a time in Chicago, he there learned the cigar-making 
trade and afterward conducted a shop of his own. On removing to 
De Pere, Wisconsin, he opened a general merchandise store, which 
he conducted until at Green Bay he embarked in the furniture busi- 
ness. It has been said that his capital was but twenty-five dollars, 
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which may have been the amount of his cash assets, but he possessed 
qualities of sterling worth—determination, energy, perseverance and 
a hopeful spirit, and underlying these was his appreciation for the 
opportunities which America offered him. His furniture business 
-prospered from the start and the small store which he opened in 
1917 soon became a large furniture emporium, goods being displayed 
on three floors of the building at 518 Main Street. He also owned the 
business on Washington Street conducted under the name of the Home 
Furniture Company and that of the Miller Furniture Company at 
Marinette. It was his purpose from the beginning to sell furniture 
at a price and in a manner that the less opulent people of Green Bay 
could take advantage of. He thought of the young people who wished 
to marry and establish homes and of the older people who desired to 
improve their home furnishings. To both classes he proved a patron 
saint by giving them their desired opportunity, and wherever help 
was needed he withheld not his aid. His own success was a compara- 
tively secondary matter and yet cause and effect were manifest, for 
his helpful methods, his reliability and his enterprising spirit were 
followed by a prosperity that was as generous in amount as it was 
well merited. He made extensive investments in both business and 
residence property until he had large realty holdings, and he built 
and operated the De Luxe, the Mayfair and the Lazarre apartments, 
all valuable additions to Green Bay as residence centers. 

As his own fortune developed he gave more and more generously to 
charity and to progressive public projects, especially those that per- 
tained to Green Bay’s betterment. No one desiring help for a worthy 
cause was turned away from his door empty-handed, whether it was 
for the assistance of a private individual or for the community at 
large. 

Mr. Miller married Ida Abrams, also a Lithuanian by birth, and 
they had a family of five children, who are mentioned in the sketch of 
their eldest son on another page of this work. Mr. Miller passed away 
May 30, 1989, at the age of fifty-four, and his wife on April 19, 1940, 
when she was fifty-two years of age. Green Bay lost one of her most 
valued and honored residents when Mr. Miller was called from this 
life. One who knew him long and well spoke of him as a “great mer- 
chant who had faith in his community, faith in his fellowmen and 
great ambitions for Green Bay. ... Discouragement, disillusion- 
ment, disappointment were his steady companions in the early days. 
But he never gave them the upper hand. He never compromised his 
firm faith that here was building a great city destined to serve a 
large population. . . . He was a definite asset to the community he 
loved. He was civic minded. He was kindly, considerate, paternal, 
and nobody will ever know the extent of his goodheartedness and his 
helpfulness.” He was modest in all he did but he was genuinely a 
builder of Green Bay. 

For many years Mr. Miller was president of Cnesses Israel Syna- 
gogue, was closely and helpfully associated with the Zionist movement 
and he long had membership in B’Nai B’rith and in the Association 
of Commerce. Never did he forget that no land offers greater chances 
for individual achievement, and in a merited tribute it was said: “He 
believed that anyone with the opportunity should better the lives of 
others. That was what America meant to William I. Miller. It 
meant putting better things, better living within closer reach of more 
people. It meant a wider spread of independence and freedom of 
action and pursuit of happiness, which the American ideal, uncor- 
rupted, had promised—even guaranteed. He served America by serv- 
ing the common people. His America was a chance to succeed, to live 
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better, to live happier, where those who had arrived helped those on 


the way up. The Americanism of William I. Miller was spiritual—not 
selfish and material.’ 


EUGENE M. MILLER is the president and general manager of the 
Miller Furniture Company, doing business at 518 Main Street in 
Green Bay, where they have one of the largest stores of this kind in 
Wisconsin. Mr. Miller was born April 18, 1909, in the city in which 
he is now carrying on business, a son of William I. and Ida (Abrams) 
Miller. The mother, a native of Lithuania, died April 19, 1940, at the 
age of fifty-two years. The father, who passed away May 30, 1939, is 
mentioned at length elsewhere in this work. 

After pursuing a public school education until graduated from 
the East high school of Green Bay with the class of 1926, Eugene M. 
Miller attended St. Norbert’s College at De Pere, Wisconsin, and took 
a speech course from Professor O’Brien at the Vocational School in 
Green Bay. He next enrolled as a student in the University of Wis- 
consin. A short time later he joined his father in the furniture 
business, and the association was maintained for sixteen years or 
until the father’s death. He also studied law in the office of Harold 
Molchow and likewise with Charles Denissen of Green Bay as his 
preceptor, but never took the bar examination, deciding to give his 
attention to mercantile pursuits. At his father’s death he became 
the president and general manager of the Miller Furniture Company 
and has since successfully managed the business, which is one of 
large extent, a very complete line of fine furniture being carried and 
displayed in an attractive way that brings results in patronage. His 
brother, Louis M. Miller, who attended the University of Wisconsin, 
is the secretary and treasurer of the company but he is now serving 
with the army, being a sergeant in the ordnance and supply depart- 
ment at Jackson, Mississippi. 

Of the other brothers and sisters of Eugene M. Miller the eldest 
is Florence, now the wife of Joseph Greenhut, of Chicago, where he 
is engaged in the furniture business; Dorothy, the wife of LBP EAS hye & 
Richmond, of Chicago; and Norman, who was graduated from North- 
western University at Chicago, ranking third highest in his class and 
winning the Bechelor of Arts degree. Ife is now a lieutenant (j.g.) in 
the Navy in the South Pacific. ; 

Aside from being head of the furniture business, Eugene M. Miller 
is an active trustee of the William I. Miller estate and he has rendered 
valuable service in various public capacities. He was active in the 
Green Bay Community Chest for a number of years and is active in 
the work of the U.S.O. He is active in connection with the Red Cross, 
the War Chest drive and the Zionist organization. He belongs to 
Congregation Cnesses Israel Synagogue and has been vice chairman 
of their welfare drives, and is a member of B’nai B’rith and served 
as its secretary for a number of years. He is also a member of the In- 
dependent Order of Odd Fellows. He is likewise a member of the 
Furniture Dealers Association, a state organization, and of the Green 
Bay Traffic Club and the Association of Commerce. Politically he 
maintains an independent course but is never remiss in the duties of 
citizenship and finds time for public service while he also gives due 
attention to his business affairs as general manager and president of 
one of the largest furniture houses in the state, operating four ware- 
houses. Formerly the Miller Furniture Company carried on business 
at Marinette, Wisconsin, and also conducted the Home Furniture 
Company of Green Bay in addition to the establishment on Main 
Street, where they now employ twenty-seven people, and where the 
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company is carrying on the policy that was promoted by the founder 
of the business, William I. Miller, who never made the attainment of 
success the end and aim of his commercial activities but always re- 
garded his business as an avenue of helpfulness to others who were 
wishing to establish homes or improve conditions in the homes which 
they had. This ideal has never been abandoned by the Miller Furni- 
ture Company. In their store there has been erected a beautiful 
model home where the furniture buying public can obtain a compre- 
hensive idea of how this furniture will appear in their own homes. 
In this large emporium twenty-two model rooms have been built 
throughout the store, displaying beautiful lines of furniture, and 
recently Mr. Miller took over the stock of the Malcolm Supply Com- 
pany, adding a large gift department to the store. An electrical ap- 
pliance department has also been added, enabling the buyer to here 
furnish the home complete. Millers have one of the most modern and 
up-to-date furniture stores in the state. Mr. Miller has served as a 
notary public for a number of years. 


MARTIN JOHN SEIBERT is supervisor of supplies and service with 
The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company in Milwaukee, his 
association with this corporation dating from 1934. Born March 1, 
1906, in the city which is still his home, he is a son of Frank and 
Martha (Paul) Seibert, who are still residents of Milwaukee. Both 
were born in Germany. The grandfather on the paternal side was 
John Seibert, who brought his family to the United States in the early 
1890s and settled in Rochester, New York, where Frank Seibert re- 
mained until he reached the age of twenty years, when he came to Mil- 
waukee. Here for an extended period he was the owner and operator 
of the Seibert Barber Shop, which was located at 259 East Wells 
Street, but he is now living retired, enjoying a rest which he has truly 
earned and richly deserves. He married Martha Paul, who was quite 
a young child when brought from Germany by her parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. William Paul, who settled in Milwaukee, where she was reared, 
educated and married. Mr. and Mrs. Seibert had two children, the 
daughter being Margaret, now the wife of Elmer A. Reit, of Mil- 
waukee. 

The son, Martin J. Seibert, began his education in the Milwaukee 
schools and after attending the Riverside high school spent two years 
in Marquette University, taking special work in accounting. He then 
entered the Walton School of Commerce, Chicago, where he also 
studied accounting, after which he was employed in that line of work 
by different Milwaukee firms until 1934, when he joined The North- 
western Mutual Life Insurance Company, with which he has since 
been associated. He was first assigned to the comptroller’s depart- 
ment. In his leisure time he continued to study accounting and in 
1936 won the Wisconsin degree of Certified Public Accountant. With 
the passing years he was accorded promotions by the corporation 
which he represented and eventually was made supervisor of supplies 
and service, in which capacity he still continues. In these war days 
of ceilings and rationing his duties and responsibilities have greatly 
increased but he has proven his ability to cope with these and is ren- 
dering valuable aid to the company. 

Mr. Seibert married Miss Ruth Stromerson, of Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, a daughter of Soffus and Lucile (Mullen) Stromerson, the for- 
mer of Norwegian descent and the latter of Irish ancestry. Mr. and 
Mrs. Seibert are now parents of two sons and a daughter: Thomas 
Frank, twelve years of age, attending St. Monica’s school; Suzanna 
June, age nine and also a pupil in St. Monica’s school; and Martin 
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John Jr., who is in his second year. The family are members of the 
Catholic church. Mr. Seibert has membership in the Milwaukee Ath- 
letic Club, in the Wisconsin Society of Certified Public Accountants 
and in the Milwaukee chapter of the National Office Management As- 
sociation, in which he was elected to the presidency in 1945 after 
having previously served as vice president. He is doing much to fur- 
ther the purposes of this society in raising the standards of office 
service and personnel, in studying compensation plans and office prac- 
tices, and has been instrumental in advancing progressive ideas in 
both office service and direction. As a contribution to the war effort, 
Mr. Seibert has taught Office Management under the sponsorship of 
the Federal Bureau of Education in its engineering, science, manage- 
ment war training program. Classes were handled in Racine, Ke- 
nosha and Milwaukee, to which he has been assigned on the part-time 
faculty of the University of Wisconsin, teaching office management 
in the evening classes of the University Extension division. 


ANDREW B. TURNBULL is numbered among Wisconsin’s_ best 
known newspaper publishers. He is the treasurer and_ general 
manager of the Green Bay Newspaper Company, engaged in the 
publication of the Green Bay Press-Gazette, and is the president of 
the Post Publishing Company of Appleton, publishers of the Post- 
Crescent of Appleton. Throughout practically his entire life he has 
been active in this field of labor and his record is the story of orderly 
progression along well defined lines. 

Mr. Turnbull is a native of London, Ontario, Canada. He was 
born February 26, 1884, a son of John and Janet Hay (Porteous) 
Turnbull, the mother a native of Glasgow, Scotland. The father, who 
was born in Westminster, Ontario, became a passenger conductor 
on the Grand Trunk Railroad in Canada, his run being between 
Windsor and Toronto. He was killed in an accident in the railway 
yards at Windsor in June, 1893, when forty-two years of age. His 
wife survived him for a quarter of a century, passing away in 1918. 

In the public schools of Windsor, Andrew Bb. Turnbull pursued 
his education to his graduation from high school when a youth of 
sixteen years. Immediately afterward he went to Detroit and began 
working in the office of the Detroit News, checking classified adver- 
tisement at a salary of three dollars a week. Working his way upward, 
he later became assistant cashier of that paper, and subsequently the 
company sent him to Bay City, Michigan, as office manager of the 
Bay City Times, of which he had charge for two years. He was next 
with the Duluth New-Tribune of Duluth, Minnesota, as advertising 
solicitor for two years, after which he returned to Michigan to take 
up the duties of advertising manager of the Saginaw Daily News, 
in which capacity he served for five years. Subsequently he was with 
the United States Graphite Company of Saginaw as advertising 
and mail sales manager for two years, or until 1915, when he came 
to Green Bay, Wisconsin, and joined Victor I. Minahan and John 
K. Kline in the purchase of the Green Bay Free Press and the 
Green Bay Gazette, which papers they consolidated. Mr. Kline died 
in 1930, since which time Mr. Turnbull and Mr. Minahan have pub- 
lished the paper. The Gazette was first issued in 18638, while the 
Free Press was established in 1914. The company erected a splendid 
building of Gothic type of architecture in 1924, occupying it in July 
of that year. Its equipment is the last word in the machinery and 
facilities necessary for newspaper publication at the present time, 
and the paper has a circulation of thirty-two thousand and gives 
employment to one hundred and twenty people. In 1920 the three 
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original partners purchased the Appleton Post and the Appleton 
Crescent. These they also consolidated, under the name of the Post- 
Crescent, which is still being published by the company, with a cir- 
culation of twenty-five thousand, whereby employment is given to 
one hundred people. At Appleton too the company has a spacious and 
well appointed building and the highest standards are maintained 
in connection with both papers, which are a credit to the history of 
the development of journalism in Wisconsin. 

On the 4th of August, 1908, Mr. Turnbull was married to Susan 
-E. Doyle, a daughter of Michael and Catherine (Maniex) Doyle, 
natives of Ontario, Canada, and of Michigan, respectively. Mrs. 
Turnbull passed away August 9, 1944. Her father, who was a lumber 
prospector in Michigan for many years, died in 1928, having survived 
his wife since 1907. Mr. and Mrs. Turnbull had twin daughters, 
Catherine Elizabeth and Janet Mary, born February 23, 1915. They 
attended several schools, including Ogontz School, near Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, and Ferry Hall, at Lake Forest, Illinois, as well as 
the University of Wisconsin. Both are married and each has three 
children. Catherine Elizabeth is the wife of Lieutenant Daniel C. 
Beisel, of Green Bay, who is now in the United States Army, and 
they have one child, Catherine, aged three. Mrs. Beisel had two chil- 
dren by a previous marriage, Robert Bassett, nine years of age, and 
Jane Bassett, aged seven. Janet Mary is the wife of Ward O. Gage, of 
Green Bay, who is advertising salesman with the Press-Gazette, and 
their children are Susan, aged ten years; Michael, aged eight, and 
David, now five years of age. 

Mr. Turnbull maintains his residence at 916 South Monroe Ave- 
nue, Green Bay. He was the first president of the famous Green Bay 
Packers, a football team which he organized as a civic unit in 1921, 
and he is still a member of its board of directors and its executive 
board. He belongs to the Masonic fraternity, in which order he has 
attained the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite and is also a 
Shriner. He likewise belongs to the Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks and for years was a Rotarian. Politically he maintains an 
independent course, and in his religious connection is a Congregation- 
alist. His recreational interests are hunting and golf, and through 
these he maintains an even balance with his intense business activity, 
which has brought him from a three dollar job in checking classified 
advertisements to joint control of two of Wisconsin’s leading journals. 


OMRoO HIGH SCHOOL is an institution which reflects credit upon 
the educational system of Wisconsin. The school plant is an attrac- 
tive one, the Webster manual training unit having been built in 
1906, while a part of the main building was erected in 1908. To 
this additions have since been made and in 1933 the present fine 
gymnasium was added. The different rooms are well equipped for 
the purposes for which they are used and under careful guidance 
the school has been directed into a field of broad usefulness, always 
in keeping with the progressive spirit of the times as manifest in 
improved educational processes. In the school are two hundred and 
fifty grade pupils and two hundred and fifty high school students, 
under the care of nineteen teachers. 

Henry B. Patch has been superintendent of the Omro school since 
1915, covering a period of thirty years. He has always devoted his 
attention and energies to educational interests since reaching adult 
age. He was born in Richland County, Wisconsin, August 3, 1876, 
a son of Francis and Charlotte (Ladd) Patch. The father, who was 
born in Licking County, Ohio, followed the occupation of farming 
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save for the period of his service as a soldier of the Union Army 
in the Civil War, in which he was a member of Company H, Eighth 
Illinois Cavalry Regiment. He was a son of Uriah and Christiana 
(Barnes) Patch and the family has long been resident in the United 
States. Francis Patch married Mrs. Charlotte (Ladd) Harris, who 
was born in Orange County Vermont, and was the widow of Abraham 
Harris when she married a second time. To Mr. and Mrs. Francis 
Patch were born a daughter and son, Rosella and Henry B. 

After pursuing his early education in the rural schools of Rich- 
land County, Henry B. Patch continued his education in the State 
Teachers College at Oshkosh. When he had completed his course 
he began teaching, spending five years as teacher at Eureka, Wis- 
consin, after which he filled the office of superintendent of schools 
in Winnebage County for eight years. The excellent record which 
he made placed him high in the ranks of Wisconsin’s able teachers 
and in 1915 he was called to take over the superintendency of the 
Omro schools and has since continued his labors in this field. From 
time to time he has taken work with the University of Wisconsin 
through its extension department. He has done much to improve 
the curriculum and make the work of the greatest possible benefit 
to the student body, and his labors have given eminent satisfaction, 
as attested by the long period in which he has been retained here. 

Mr. Patch married Isabelle Temple, of Ripon, Wisconsin, a daugh- 
ter of James and Jeanette (Oliver) Temple, both of whom were born 
at Galashiels, Scotland. Mrs. Patch is a graduate of the Oshkosh 
State Teachers College and, has been a teacher in Stanley and in 
Ripon, this state. Mr. and ‘Mrs. Patch became the parents of four 
children, but Arthur, James and George all died during a scarlet 
fever epidemic here. Henry W., the youngest, is a graduate of the 
Oshkosh State Teachers College and is now a teacher of manual 
arts in the high school at Kimberly, Wisconsin. He married Nina 
Kellett, and their children are Betty Lou and Phyllis Ann. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Henry B. Patch are active members of the 
Presbyterian Church and he also belongs to the Masonic fraternity 
and the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, while along the lines of 
his chosen profession he is a member of the Wisconsin State Educa- 
tion Association and a life member of the National Education Asso- 
ciation. He is now serving on the war finance committee and has 
always taken a deep interest in public affairs, his aid and influence 
ever being given on the side of advancement and public improvement. 
He has served continuously on the village board since 1920 and for 
seven years was president of the village, wisely directing its upbuild- 
ing. His wife is an active church worker and also participates in 
the work of the Red Cross, and thus it is that they are numbered 
among Omro’s most worthwhile citizens. 


EDWARD FREDERICK HUEBSCH is the president of the Huebsch 
Laundry Corporation. The Milwaukee business of this company is 
~ located at 1716 North Arlington Street and includes a cleaning and 
dyeing department. The present head of this extensive industry was 
born in Buffalo City, Wisconsin, June 12, 1884, the youngest son of 
Franz and Eva (Schneider ) Huebsch. The father was born in Dus- 
seldorf, Germany, in 1829, and in his native land learned the trade of 
boot and shoe making, which he continued to follow in Germany until 
1850, when he crossed the Atlantic and established his home in Buffalo 
City. There he engaged in shoemaking, producing some of the finest 
and most durable shoes by hand and in the early 1850s he bought 
leather from Ulysses 8. Grant, who was then a traveling salesman for 


a 8 SS POP US Ry ON PER, RS 
- CRS LF a CEA PT See HS 
ESRI IES EPSON. 
PROT ES RP OES , 


— 


ean 


Lae TREY TH y 


100 WISCONSIN 


a leather findings company. Mr. Huebsch carried on the business at 
Buffalo City for many years and there passed away in 1887. 

It was in 1861 that Franz Huebsch married Eva Schneider, who 
was born in Indiana in 1842, coming with her parents to Buffalo City, 
Wisconsin, about 1850. Her father was connected with a colonization 
project that had been formed in Cincinnati and started for Minnesota, 
proceeding by boat down the Ohio and up the Mississippi rivers, but 
when the Schneider family reached what is now Buffalo County, Wis- 
consin, they decided that they had gone far enough into the wilder- 
ness and established their home there. Even in that locality they 
endured many of the privations and hardships incident to pioneer life, 
with Indians as their neighbors, while not infrequently the little settle- 
ment Was visited by bandits, but the Schneiders, like the Huebsch 
family, became substantial and valuable citizens there, contributing 
in very large measure to the upbuilding and development of the dis- 
trict. Mrs. Huebsch survived her husband for many years, passing 
away in 1940, at the advanced age of ninety-eight, retaining her 
mental and physical faculties almost unimpaired to the day of her 
death. She became the mother of twelve children, of whom one son 
died in infancy, while eight sons and three daughters reached adult 
age. All were born in Buffalo City and three of the brothers have re- 
cently departed this life. William O. Huebsch, who died in August, 
1944, at the age of sixty-eight years, had been president of the 
Huebsch Laundry Corporation, which established branches of the 
business in various cities from Milwaukee westward to the Pacific 
Coast. Their first laundry was opened in Wausau, Wisconsin, and 
later they had branches in Eau Claire, this state, and in Winona, 
Minnesota. On coming to Milwaukee William Huebsch and_ his 
brothers opened a laundry on North Jackson Street and in 1914 
removed the business to 1716 North Arlington Street, where opera- 
tions are still carried on. The brothers invented various laundry 
machines, thus greatly improving the factory and the output, and 
they organized a company for the manufacture of their laundry 
machinery, for which they found a world market. William O. 
Huebsch was at one time an official of the National Laundry Owners 
Association and he also belonged to the Milwaukee Athletic, the Old 
Settlers and Rotary clubs and the Elks lodge as well as the Masonic 
fraternity, becoming a member of Tripoli Temple, A.A.O.N.M.S. To 
him and his wife, Mrs. Ida Huebsch, were born two daughters, Mrs. 
A. R. Curreri, of Madison, Wisconsin, and Mrs. William Baumann, 
of Milwaukee. 

Joseph F. Huebsch, who died March 26, 1945, was the second son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Franz Huebsch and for some years prior to his death 
he made his home in Florida. He was the president of the Huebsch 
Manufacturing Company and was the inventor of much of the laundry 
machinery which they produced. He came from Eau Claire to Mil- 
waukee and founded the business here in 1908. In 1892 he married 
Bertha Pederson, of Wausau, and they lived to celebrate their golden 
wedding, making their home in Miami Beach from 1926 until his 
death. They had three sons and a daughter, Joseph, Monte, Herbert 
and Mrs. Fred Ruenzel, all of Milwaukee. The father was a member 
of the Milwaukee Athletic and Wisconsin clubs. 

The third son of the family who has recently passed away was 
Franz Huebsch, who had been manager of laundries in San Francisco 
and Oakland, ,California, and who died in September, 1944. At one 
time he served as president of the American Institute of Laundering. 
Others of the family are: John, who is with the Huebsch Laundry Cor- 
poration in Hau Claire; Anton, a retired jeweler living in St. Charles, 
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Minnesota; Mrs. Emilie Stewart, a widow, now living in Tacoma, 
Washington; Robert A., a retired official of the Huebsch Laundry of 
Hau Claire; Julia, the wife of Arthur Nissen, secretary and treasurer 
of the Huebsch Laundry of Milwaukee; Carl C., manager of the 
Huebsch Laundry of Minneapolis; Mrs. Josephine Damm, living in the 
old homestead in Buffalo City; and Edward F. The Old Settlers Club 
of Buffalo City holds an annual reunion, which is attended by people 
from all over the country, for it has always been a loyal community, 
deeply rooted in attachment to the old home place. The Huebsch 
family built a chapel there and arranged for the care and upkeep of 
the adjoining cemetery for the use of the community through an ample 


. endowment fund, and the family has a beautiful mausoleum there in 


which the parents and other members of the family he buried. 
Edward F. Huebsch acquired his early education in the schools of 
Buffalo City and later attended high school in Eau Claire, where he 
was graduated as a member of the class of 1903. He has since been 
associated with the Huebsch Laundry Corporation, which was founded 
by his elder brothers, William and Joseph, at Wausau in 1892, and 
which reached its semi-centennial in 1942. The business has constantly 
expanded, the company establishing plants in many cities from the 
Mississippi valley westward, and with the opening of the business in 
Milwaukee Edward F. Huebsch became a factor in its conduct. Hav- 
ing acquired a thorough knowledge of the work and of management 
principles, he was well qualified to take over the presidency here after 
the death of his brother in 1944. He is an able executive, far-sighted 
and energetic in all his business relations, and under his guidance the 
business is destined to operate successfully in still broader measure. 
The wife of Edward F. Huebsch was in her maidenhood Miss 
Esther Olson, a native of Kau Claire. They have become parents of 
two sons and two daughters: Lester Edward, who is now manager of 
the Milwaukee Huebsch Laundry, married Norma Richardson, and 
they have two children—Arden Patricia and David Richardson; June 
Viola is the wife of Lieutenant Gunnar Berglund, a member of the 
United States Navy; Paul Frederick is serving in the Army Air Corps 
and has been assigned to headquarters in California; Ruth Jane is 
the wife of Layard Walz, who has received his honorable discharge 
from the army and is now with the Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company 
in Los Angeles, California. Mr. Huebsch has a life membership in 
the Elks lodge of Milwaukee and is actively interested in the Young 


* Men’s Christian Association, in which he has served on the member- 


ship committee for many years and has also participated most help- 
fully in its financial campaigns. He has ever fully sustained the repu- 
tation of the family in its loyalty to the interests which make for up- 
right manhood and higher standards of citizenship. 


CHARLES A. BARNARD, attorney at law of Oshkosh, where he 
specializes in trial work, was born in Brillion, Calumet County, 
Wisconsin, March 38, 1907, a son of Samuel H. and Mary M. (Som- 
mers) Barnard. The family is of English lineage, the first of the 
name in America coming from Lancastershire, England, in 1704 
and settling in the State of New York. Charles A. Barnard, the 
grandfather of Charles A. of Oshkosh, was born in Ogdensburg, New 
York, and on removing westward in 1853 settled in Calumet County, 
Wisconsin, where he bought and owned considerable land and also 
engaged in the real estate business for a time. He married Priscilla 
Fox and their son, Samuel H. Barnard, became a member of the 
Wisconsin bar. He was educated at the Oshkosh Teachers College, 
after which he read Jaw in the office and under the preceptorship of 


Ve ey 


a 


102 WISCONSIN 


Judge Anderson, of Manitowoc, Wisconsin, a well-known attorney 
of that day. Mr. Barnard then engaged in practice in Brillion until 
his untimely death, which occurred in Brillion in 1909. His wife, 
who in her maidenhood was Mary M. Sommers, is still living. She 
is a daughter of Stephen and Caroline (Gottwald) Sommers: Her 
father was born in Waukesha, Wisconsin, and became a veteran of 
the Civil War, serving with a regiment of Wisconsin infantry. Later 
he settled on a farm near Brillion and devoted his remaining days to 
agricultural pursuits. In the family of Samuel H. and Mary M. 
(Sommers) Barnard were but two children, Hazel and Charles A. 

The last named entered the grade schools of Brillion and when 
he had completed the high school course there he enrolled as a student 
in Lawrence College at Appleton, where he was in attendance from 
1925 to 1927. In the fall of the latter year he matriculated at Mar- 
quette University and spent a year in study there. In the fall of 1928, 
although but twenty-one years of age, he was elected to the State 
Legislature and while a member of the law-making body he also 
studied law at the University of Wisconsin during the summer and 
in the scholastic year of 1928-1929. In the fall of 1929 he returned 
to Marquette University at Milwaukee and received his Bachelor 
of Laws degree from Marquette University in 19380. 

Mr. Barnard then returned to his native town, where he followed 
his profession until February 16, 1931, when he removed to Oshkosh 
and, while he continues in general law practice and is well versed on 
all branches of the law, he gives the most of his time to trial work. 

Mr. Barnard belongs to the Winnebago County Bar Association 
and the Wisconsin State Bar Association. He has been interested in 
political questions since attaining his majority and in 1932 was sent 
as a delegate from the sixth Wisconsin district to the national con- 
vention of his party. His college fraternity is Sigma Phi Epsilon. 
He belongs to the Exchange Club and the Friday Noon Club and 
fraternally he is connected with the Elks lodge and with the Knights 
of Columbus, the latter indicating his connection with the Catholic 
church, his membership being in St. Mary’s of Oshkosh. 

Mr. Barnard married Cecelia Lynch, of Pana, Illinois, where she 
was graduated from the high school, while later she attended the 
Huber Memorial School for Nurses at Pana, Illinois, and Mercy 
Hospital School of Nursing of Chicago. She graduated from the 
Huber Memorial School of Nursing at Pana and is registered in 
Illinois and Wisconsin. She is a daughter of Lawrence J. and Lydia 
(Wright) Lynch, the father a mine inspector at Pana. The two 
children of Mr. and Mrs. Barnard are: Kathleen, born June 28, 1934, 
and Samuel C., born December 28, 1937. 


Victor IVAN MINAHAN, residing at De Pere, has close business 
connections with Green Bay and Appleton, having entered the field 
of journalism in 1930. He is the editor of the Green Bay Press-Gazette 
and president of the Green Bay Newspaper Company, and is also 
editor of the Appleton Post-Crescent, published by the Post Publishing 
Company, of which he is the treasurer. Previous to his association 
with these papers he had been engaged in the practice of law for 
many years at Green Bay. One of Wisconsin’s native sons, he was born 
at Chilton, June 2, 1881, his parents being William Burke and Mary 
(Shaughnessy) Minahan. He supplemented his elementary education 
by study in Central College at Stevens Point, Wisconsin, from 1895 
until 1898 and afterward pursued a law course at the University of 
Wisconsin, where the LL.B. degree was conferred on him as a mem- 
ber of the class of 1901. In the same year he was admitted to the bar 
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and opened an office in Green Bay, where he continued in active 
practice for twenty-nine years. 

In 1915, Mr. Minahan became associated with Andrew B. Turnbull 
and John K. Kline in newspaper publication. They purchased the 
Green Bay Press and the Green Bay Gazette, which they consolidated 
under the present name. They also became owners of two of Apple- 
ton’s publications, which they merged under the name of the Appleton 
Post-Crescent and in 1930, following the death of John K. Kline, 
Mr. Minahan became actively identified with the two publications as 
editor, succeeding Mr. Kline in that capacity. He is president of the 
Green Bay Newspaper Company and treasurer of the Appleton Post 
Publishing Company. The papers have enjoyed a continuous expansion 
under the present companies and have ever maintained a policy that 
is in keeping with the most progressive spirit of modern journalism. 
Together the two papers employ two hundred and twenty people 
and their combined circulation exceeds fifty-seven thousand. 

In addition to his newspaper interests Mr. Minahan is associated 
with financial circles as a director of the Kellogg-Citizens National 
Bank. The only interruption to his active business career came in 
1917 when he joined the United States Army, in which he served 
with the rank of captain until 1919. He belongs to the Elks Club of 
Green Bay. 

Mr. Minahan was married April 23, 1918, to Bertha Bush Torinus, 
and the family circle includes his stepson, John B. Torinus, who is 
now a Lieutenant Colonel in the Army, and was previously state 
editor of the Press-Gazette; a daughter, Mary, who is now the wife 
of John M. Walter, a Major in the Army and previously sports 
editor of the Press-Gazette; and his son and namesake, Victor 
Ivan Minahan Jr., a Lieutenant in the Army. He was a student at 
Stanford University when he joined the Army. 


J. MorGAN WHEELER, president of the Wheeler Transportation 
Company of Menasha and also identified with other business enter- 
prises of importance to this section of Wisconsin, was born in 
Menasha, a son of William L. Wheeler and a grandson of William E. 
Wheeler. The last named was born in Minneapolis, Minnesota, to 
which city his parents had removed from Vermont. He came to 
Menasha in 1889 and started the transportation business with but 
one team, his headquarters being on Tayco Street, but the building 
there was destroyed by fire in 1905. He immediately started again 
on Schute Street and was active in the further conduct of the busi- 
ness until his death, which occurred in 1908. He was a soldier of 
the Civil War, having served as a member of Company C, Tenth 
Regiment of Wisconsin Volunteers, having joined the Union Army 
September 1, 1861. He participated in a number of the major en- 
gagements of that conflict, including the battles of Perryville and 
Chickamauga and at the latter was taken prisoner on September 20, 
1863, being incarcerated in Andersonville prison for four hundred 
and twenty-seven days, after which he was taken to Savannah and 
paroled. He was the color bearer when, with fourteen officers pres- 
ent, he delivered the flag to the Confederates before being taken 
prisoner. 

William L. Wheeler, son of William E. Wheeler, became his 
father’s successor as president of the business. He was born in 
Menasha, and attended the grade and high schools here, after which 
he joined his father in 1895, and was thereafter active in the conduct 
and management of the business until his life’s labors were ended in 
death in 1936. He married Minnie Weisbrod, of Oshkosh, Wisconsin, 
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a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Gus Weisbrod, who were born, reared 
and married in Germany, whence they came to the United States, 
establishing their home in Oshkosh, where Mr. Weisbrod was a lead- 
ing member of the bar for many years. Two children were born 
to William L. and Minnie (Weisbrod) Wheeler, J. Morgan and 
Lorraine. 

The public school training of the Menasha schools qualified J. 
Morgan Wheeler for entrance to the University of Wisconsin, where 
he pursued his studies with the class of 1924 until graduated with 
the Bachelor of Arts degree. Returning home he joined his father 
in the transportation business which had been established by his 
grandfather, so that he is of the third generation of the family to 
continue in its conduct. At his father’s death he succeeded to the 
presidency and further developed the business until it is now one of 
large and gratifying proportions. It was incorporated in 1917 and 
in 1936 a removal was made to their present location on Racine 
Street. ‘The company now has one hundred pieces of equipment, 
including tractors, trailers, large and small trucks, all motor driven, 
and they maintain terminals at Green Bay, Menasha, Stevens Point, 
Wausau, Madison, and St. Paul, Minnesota. The steady expansion 
of the business enables them now to give employment to one hundred 
and sixteen men, and in addition to their other interests they operate 
a flect of tankers out of Milwaukee. The area which they cover by 
transportation is Green Bay, all of the Fox River Valley, Madison, 
Minneapolis and St. Paul, and the excellent and prompt service ren- 
dered insures them a very Leads patronage. Their establishment 
is in marked contrast to the bne-horse team with which the grand- 
father started the business and at all times their interests have been 
carried on in keeping with the progressive spirit of the times and 
the advancement that has been made in transportation methods. 

Mr. Wheeler also has other business interests, for he is a director 
of the Wisconsin Lubricating Company and a partner in the Jandree- 
Wheeler Real Estate Company and his sound business judgment is 
considered a valuable element in the successful conduct of any enter- 
prise or movement with which he becomes identified. He served as 
president of the Wisconsin Highway Carriers Conference for four 
years and is a member of the American Trucking Association. He 
has membership in the Rotary Club and the nature of his interests 
is further indicated in his association with the Masonic order, the 
2enevolent and Protective Order of Elks, the Sons of Veterans and 
the Congregational Church, of which his wife is also a member. 

On the 22d of December, 1931, Morgan Wheeler married Ann 
Irving, daughter of James Irving, of Humboldt, Minnesota. She is 
active as a member of the Red Cross, is a nurse’s aid and is a member 
of the Block plan. The other members of the Wheeler household 
are: Shirley, born October 30, 1933, and Betty Lou, born July 6, 1936. 


ALBERT M. KELLY, who is engaged in the practice of law in Mil- 
waukee, makes his home at Hales Corners in Milwaukee County, oc- 
cupying the dwelling which was formerly the home of his parents, 
and which was a part of the original land grant that his grandfather, 
Peter Kelly, received from the Government. It was about 1838 that 
he had come to Wisconsin from his native Ireland, where his wife was 
also born, and here he took up a claim which he transformed from 
a wild tract of land into a well developed farm that has now been 
in the possession of the family for one hundred and fifteen years. 
It was upon the old family homestead that his son John Kelly, 

father of Albert M. Kelly, was born in 1844, and his entire life 
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was devoted to agricultural pursuits, his death occurring in June, 
1918, on the farm which he owned and which had been part of the 
original tract that had been ceded to his father by the Government. 
It was in 1860 that he purchased the land, situated a half mile from 
the old home which the family had first occupied after coming to Wis- 
consin. John Kelly spent his entire life in Wisconsin and here mar- 
ried Mary Goff, who was born in this state and whose parents, like 
her husband’s, were natives of the Emerald Isle, whence they came to 
the United States about the time of the arrival of the Kelly family. 
Her father, Peter Goff, died in the year 1870. In that year Mrs. Kelly 
was a student in Carroll College. She was born in Waukesha County 
in 1853 and she reached the advanced age of eighty-nine years, pass- 
ing away in 1942, having survived her husband for almost a quarter 
of acentury. In the family of John and Mary (Goff) Kelly were four 
sons and a daughter, the eldest of whom was Dr. George F. Kelly, who 
practiced medicine in Milwaukee for many years and died in this city 
in 1927. The second of the family is Mrs. Harriett Wilkinson, a 
widow, now making her home in Florida. Albert M. was the third 
in order of birth. Louis J. Kelly is a farmer residing on the old home- 
stead farm near Hales Corners. Frank J. Kelly is now practicing law 
in Washington, D. C., after having won his Bachelor of Arts degree 
at Georgetown University and his Bachelor of Laws degree at George 
Washington University in the national capital. 

Born in Waukesha County, near Hales Corners, September 5, 1883, 
Albert M. Kelly received his early educational training in the country 
school near his father’s farm that is still in use. After finishing his 
eighth grade studies he taught school for a time in both Milwaukee 
and Dane counties and later attended the Milwaukee State Teachers 
College, from which he was graduated with the class of 1907. Decid- 
ing to enter the legal profession, he pursued the study of law at the 
University of Wisconsin and at his graduation in 1910 the LL.B. de- 
gree was conferred on him. In the same year he began practice in 
Milwaukee and has followed his chosen calling independently of part- 
nership relations through the entire intervening period save for a 
brief time when he was associated with John T. Kelly. He has always 
recognized that thorough preparation of cases is one of the basic ele- 
ments of success at the bar, and when he enters a courtroom he is well 
equipped to meet the attacks of opposing counsel. His clientele has 
grown as the years have passed and he is today a well known and 
capable representative of the bar. 

In 1917 Mr. Kelly married Frances McLaughlin, who was born, 
reared and educated in Chicago, where for a time she was science 
teacher in Lewis Institute. Her father was also well known in the edu- 
cational field, having served at Fond du Lac as county superintendent 
of schools, and he also studied and practiced medicine. Mr. and Mrs. 
Kelly are the parents of four daughters. Frances, who was graduated 
from St. Claire Academy at Sinsinawa and from the University of 
Wisconsin with the class of 1939, is now the wife of Major Howard 
Weiley, and they have a little daughter, Susan, now in her third year. 
Rosemary was educated at Sinsinawa and at Mount Mary College 
and at the University of Wisconsin, from which she was graduated in 
1941. Patricia, who also studied at Sinsinawa and was graduated 
from Marquette University with the class of 1944, is now teacher of 
Spanish in the high school of Appleton, Wisconsin. Mary Louise, the 
youngest of the family, is attending St. Claire Academy as a member 
of the class of 1945. 

The family are communicants of the Catholic church and Mr. Kelly 
belongs to the Knights of Columbus. He was formerly a member of 
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the Blue Mound Country Club and of the Wisconsin Club and in his 
earlier years he gained his recreation largely from the game of golf. 
His present hobby is his herd of Holstein dairy cows and he also de- 
rives pleasure from his farm activities, managing the farm on which 
he was born and still resides, although he spends the winter months 
at the Knickerbocker Hotel in Milwaukee. Along professional lines 
his membership connections are with the Milwaukee County Bar As- 
sociation, the Wisconsin State Bar Association and the American Bar 
Association. He has his law offices at 710 North Plankinton Street. 


Jupace ARCHIE McComs, a member of the Wisconsin bar for a 
third of a century, is now serving as judge of the County Court of 
Brown County, and his judicial record is in keeping with the service 
he rendered in the practice of law, in which at all times he most keenly 
observed the highest ethical standards of the profession. He now 
makes his home in Green Bay. He is a native son of Fort Atkinson, 
Jefferson’ County, Wisconsin, born January 22, 1885. His parents 
were Thomas and Deborah (Godfrey) McComb, the former born 
in County Antrim, Ireland, while the mother was born in the State 
of New York, where her parents had located on crossing the Atlantic 
in 1840. Thomas McComb was a youth of seventeen year's when he 
made the voyage to the United States, coming on a sailing vessel 
that was six weeks in reaching a Jersey port in 1852. He learned 
the mason’s trade in the East and continued to follow that pursuit 
the remainder of his life. Prior to the Civil War he removed to 
Lima, Rock County, Wisconsin, and later went to Fort Atkinson, 
where, continuing business as a mason contractor, he erected many 
business blocks and residences. He reached the age of seventy-five 
years, passing away in August, 1910, while his wife died in October, 
1925, at the advanced age of eighty-four years. 

Judge McComb pursued his early education in the public schools 
of Fort Atkinson, where he was graduated on the completion of his 
high school studies with the class of 1903. For three years thereafter 
he divided his time between farming and school teaching, and in the 
fall of 1906 he enrolled as a student in the University of Wisconsin, 
where he devoted two years to an academic course and was then 
graduated on the completion of a course in law, the Bachelor of Laws 
degree being conferred on him in 1910. For a time he worked for the 
law firm of Buell & Lucas at Madison, after which he went west to 
Portland, Oregon, thinking that he might locate there, but he did 
not find conditions to his liking and returned to Wisconsin, where for 
a year he was associated with the law firm of Webb & Tratt at Fort 
Atkinson. 

In 1911 Judge McComb removed to Green Bay, where he opened 
an office and has since continued. For thirty years he was an active 
member of the bar, connected with much important litigation heard 
in the courts of the district, and the records bear testimony to the 
many favorable verdicts he won, all of which attested his ability to 
successfully solve intricate and involved legal problems. In 1912 he 
was elected to the Legislature and during his term’s service he was 
a member of the judiciary committee and also of the interim com- 
mittee, which made a special study of municipal and county court 
systems in Wisconsin. 

In 1932 Judge McComb filled the office of assistant district attor- 
ney of Brown County and he also served as Circuit Court commis- 
sioner of Brown County for many years. On the 6th of November, 
1941, he was appointed by Governor Heil as judge of the County 
Court following the death of Judge Carlton Merrill, who had served 
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on the County Court bench for thirty-nine years. In April, 1942, he 
was elected to the office to fill out the unexpired term of Judge Mer- 
rill, receiving a very large majority over two opponents, and he is 
now serving his first regular six years’ term. 

On the third of April, 1915, Judge McComb married Esther 
lliff, a daughter of George and Elizabeth (Reynolds) Iliff. Her grand- 
father in the paternal line was born in Cornwall, England, and her 
father was born in Iowa County, Wisconsin. He made his home with 
Judge and Mrs. McComb and reached the very venerable age of 
ninety-two years before his death in April, 1943. His wife, who was 
born at Cobb, Wisconsin, died in March, 1915. The three children of 
Judge and Mrs. McComb are as follows: Robert Iliff, born May 21, 
1916, was graduated from the Tri-State College at Angola, Indiana, in 
1939, and is now serving as second class petty officer with the Coast 
Guard somewhere in the Pacific, with the rating of storekeeper. He 
married Laurilda Beth in April, 1941. John Archie, the second son, 
born May 29, 1919, won his Bachelor of Arts degree at his graduation 
from the University of Wisconsin in 1942, and is now with the armed 
forces in World War II, at present serving in the Army of Occupa- 
tion. Elizabeth Deborah, born August 27, 1920, is a graduate of Ripon 
College, at Ripon, Wisconsin, and is teaching school. 

Mrs. McComb has been very active in the Parent-Teachers 
Association and in the Green Bay Woman’s Club. The Judge is a 
student of psychology, a science that bears very directly upon his 
profession, and he also enjoys gardening, having ten acres of land 
near Green Bay, which he cultivates. He belongs to the Congre- 
gational church, in which he is serving as a deacon, and his political 
belief is that of the Republican party. He is a member of the Kiwanis 
Club and formerly was identified with the Knights of Pythias, the 
Moose and the Elks. He belongs to the American Bar Association, 
the Wisconsin State Bar Association and the Brown County Bar 
Association and served as president of the last named for many years. 
That he enjoys the highest respect and confidence of the great major- 
ity of the members of the bar here is indicated in the strong support 
which has been given him in his candidacy for office and the general 
public hoids him in equally high esteem. 


FRANK STEWART, who has long been a member of the Dane County 
board, is a merchant at the town of Verona, and the people of that 
community have long regarded him as the man of first rank in business 
and citizenship. 

He is of Scotch ancestry and represents the third generation of a 
family that came to Dane County while Wisconsin was still a terri- 
tory. His grandparents were John and Catherine (Gow) Stewart, 
natives of Scotland who settled on section 27 of Verona township in 
Dane County in 1842, six years before Wisconsin became a state of 
the Union. John Stewart at the time of his death in 1858 was owner 
of 520 acres and had achieved distinctive recognition not only for his 
business success but for his leadership in community affairs as well. 
He was an active member of the Presbyterian church. He was sur- 
vived for thirty years by his widow, who died May 11, 1888. They 
had four children: Christine, who became Mrs. John Lyle; Mary; 
Margaret, who married David Lyle; and Thomas A. 

Thomas A. Stewart, representing the second generation of this 
Dane County family, was born at Verona, March 2, 1849. After 
completing his education at the University of Wisconsin he took up 
farming, and for half a century was one of the steady representatives 
of that vocation. He was active in politics and served as a member 
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of the Dane County board for twenty-one years. He was also a 
member of the Wisconsin Assembly from 1906 to 1914. He belonged to 
the Verona Lodge of Masons and the Modern Woodmen of America. 
Thomas A. Stewart died April 22, 1920, when seventy-one years of 
age and his wife died October 3, 1913. Their three children are: 
Alva Thomas, born April 28, 1879; John R., born in July, 1880; and 
Frank A. 

Frank A. Stewart was born at Verona, January 4, 1882, and grew 
up on his father’s farm near that town. He first attended a rural 
school, then the Verona high school, and for six years was principal of 
the Verona grade school. In 1911 he gave up teaching and received 
an appointment as railway mail clerk. However, after making three 
trial runs he decided to enter the mercantile business and with A. M. 
Richardson started the firm of Richardson & Stewart, serving the 
Verona community until 1916, when W. J. Miller took over the 
interests of A. M. Richardson. The firm, which has since been known 
as Stewart & Miller, continues to serve the people of Verona and 
vicinity with “good things to eat and wear.” 

Mr. Stewart’s political ambitions have been fully satisfied by the 
opportunities presented for effective service through membership 
on the Dane County board, which he has served as chairman since his 
election to that position in 1928. In 1932 he was elected secretary 
and treasurer of the Wisconsin County Boards Association, an asso- 
ciation for the furtherance of “Better County Government,” an 
office which he still holds. Like his father, Frank A. Stewart continues 
to have farming interests. 

In 1911 he married Edna Richardson, of Verona. Mrs. Stewart 
is a well qualified merchant and has often taken Mr. Stewart’s place 
in the store during his necessary absences from home. Mr. and Mrs. 
Stewart have two children: Lyle Ray, born April 25, 1920, and Don 
Thomas, born May 13, 1923. At the time of this writing Lyle is 
serving with the United States Army medical corps and Don is with 
the U. S. Navy aircraft carrier service. 


CARL W. MUELLER is vice president and secretary of the Universal 
Foundry Company of Oshkosh. He became identified with this 
business in 1916, the year it was founded, and save for the period of 
his service in the first World War he has remained with the same 
firm. He was born in Oshkosh, February 4, 1897, the fifth of seven 
children born to Carl and Caroline (Wokosin) Mueller. Both parents 
were natives of Germany. 

Mr. Mueller pursued his early education in the grade schools of 
Oshkosh and was graduated from the local high school. He then 
attended a business college and gained his initial experience in the 
payroll department of the Diamond Match Company of Oshkosh. 
Following the organization of the Universal Foundry Company he 
entered their employ in the capacity of bookkeeper. When the 
United States entered the first World War Mr. Mueller enlisted 
and was assigned to the quartermaster’s division. He was stationed 
in New York City until the cessation of hostilities. Returning home 
he assumed his former position with the Universal Foundry Com- 
pany. Advancing step by step, he was made secretary of the com- 
pany in 1933 and in 1941 became vice president and is now serving 
in that dual capacity. He has charge of sales and production, and 
under his direction the company has rapidly increased, as is evidenced 
by the total volume of business. His faithfulness as a former employe 
and his efficiency as an officer of the company have contributed in 
marked measure to the growth and success of the undertaking, 
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Steady advancement has been made, as shown in the fact that the 
original number of twenty-five employes has grown to five hundred 
and fifty and the floor space has been constantly augmented by build- 
ing additions until the plant now contains about 68,000 square feet. 
Mr. Mueller is now serving as county chairman of the industrial 
salvage division of the local defense department. He has member- 
ship in the Masonic Lodge and the Royal Arch Chapter and also 
belongs to the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and the 
United Commercial Travelers. He is also treasurer of Christ Lu- 
theran Church, a position he has filled for fourteen years. Along 
social lines he is connected with the Oshkosh Power 30at Club, of 
which he has served as commodore, and the Country Club. When 
leisure permits he enjoys golf and fishing, finding his chief recrea- 
tion in those things. 

Mr. Mueller married Gela Plett, of Oshkosh, a daughter of Andrew 
and Ophelia Plett, the former now deceased. She ig active in the 
Red Cross, the American Legion Auxiliary, the Eastern Star and 
has membership in the Lutheran Church. Mr. and Mrs. Mueller 
have one child, Richard, who was born April 14, 1921. He graduated 
with the Bachelor of Science degree from the University of Wis- 
consin, where he majored in engineering and mineralogy. He entered 
the service of his country during the second World War and is now 
with an infantry regiment fighting in Germany. He was married 
to Helen Gettelman, of Wauwatosa, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Fred 
Gettelman, and she, too, is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin. 


Dr. DAvip D. RUEHLMAN, prior to his entry into the service of his 
country, was engaged in the practice of medicine and surgery in 
Monroe, where he located in 1930. He was born in Ottenheim, Ken- 
tucky, January 29, 1905, his parents being the Rev. Adolph and Lydia 
(Fisher) Ruehlman. His grandfather in the paternal line was a 
cabinetmaker who owned and operated a furniture factory in Penn- 
sylvania, and he was killed while at his work. The Doctor’s father 
was born in Kentucky and became a minister of the Reformed church, 
his last pastorate being at Prairie du Sac, Wisconsin, where he retired 
about 1938. He married Lydia Fisher, a daughter of Paul Fisher and 
his wife, Marion (Thiedeman) Fisher, the former from Bavaria, 
Germany, while the latter came from Prussia. Paul Fisher built the 
first hotel at Plymouth, Wisconsin, and conducted it for a number of 
years, while later he took up farming in the vicinity of Plymouth, but 
he too retired from business some years prior to his demise. In the 
family of Adolph and Lydia (Fisher) Ruehlman were three children, 
of whom the Doctor is the eldest, the others being Paul Joseph and 
Marie, the latter the wife of Rey. Harvey Norenburg, a resident of 
' Belleville, Wisconsin. 

After completing the high school course in Plymouth, Doctor 
Ruehlman entered the University of Wisconsin, where he won his 
Bachelor of Science degree in 1927. He then began preparation for 
his professional career as a medical student at Marquette University 
and obtained his M.D. degree in 1930. He spent a portion of that 
year as interne in the General Hospital at Madison and then came 
to Monroe, where he became associated with Dr. H. O. Snyder in 1935, 
with whom he practiced for three years and a half. In 1939 he 
formed a partnership with Dr. CG. E. Baumle, with whom he is stil] 
associated. Doctor Ruehlman specializes in surgery. He has made 
steady advancement in his chosen life work through postgraduate 
study in the New York Polyclinic in 1935 and in the Harvard Medical 
College in 1940, and he has also read widely and thinks deeply con. 
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cerning everything relating to the laws of health. He served on the 
staff of both of Monroe’s hospitals in addition to caring for a large 
and constantly growing private practice. He is a member of the 
Green County Medical Society, the Wisconsin State Medical Society 
and the American Medical Association. His medical fraternity is 
Phi Beta Phi. 

The Doctor is prominent in York Rite Masonry, with membership 
in the chapter and commandery, and is also connected with the Kast- 
ern Star, while his religious belief is indicated in his connection with 
St. John’s Lutheran Church. He finds recreation in fishing and 
hunting. 

In 1930 Doctor Ruehlman married Myrtle B. Thiessen, of New 
Holstein, Wisconsin, and their son is David Daniel Jr., now eight years 
of age. They lost an infant daughter, who died at birth. They have 
since adopted a baby girl, whom they call Patsy and who is now three 
years of age. Mrs. Ruehlman is a graduate of the University of Wis- 
consin and was a high school teacher prior to her marriage. She also 
took special work to fit herself for a position as librarian, but instead 
taught history and mathematics in Wilmot, Wisconsin. She has been 
prominent in women’s activities in Monroe, is a member of the East- 
ern Star, also a member of the League of Women Voters and is a past 
president of the Monroe Woman’s Club. 

Doctor Ruehlman, at present Lieutenant Ruehlman, M.C. V.(S), 
U.S.N.R., has been at sea for the past nineteen months. He wears 
the American Theatre ribbon, Asiatic Pacific, with four stars, and 
the Philippine ribbon with two stars. 


Dr. WILLIAM C. MAAS has devoted thirty-three years of his life to 
the practice of medicine, which he has followed in Rio since 1916, and 
he enjoys the reputation of being at all times in touch with the ad- 
vanced professional thought and methods. Born in Cambria, Wiscon- 
sin, December 13, 1883, he is a son of Charles and Elizabeth (Hecker) 
Maas, both of whom were natives of Germany. The mother’s parents 
never came to the new world, Mrs. Mass making the trip to the United 
States with a brother. On crossing the Atlantic Charles Maas made 
his way to Wisconsin and became an enterprising farmer and substan- 
tial citizen of the Cambria section of the state. Both he and his wife 
are now deceased. They had a family of seven children, six of whom 
are yet living. 

Doctor Maas, who was the second in order of birth of the children, 
spent his youthful days on his father’s farm in the usual manner of 
the farm-bred boy, his time being divided among the work of the 
fields, the duties of the schoolroom and the pleasures of the play- 
ground. He mastered the rudimentary branches of learning in the 
country school near his boyhood home and afterward attended the 
Oshkosh Normal School. Later he engaged in teaching in a country 
school for a year and was also principal of a state graded school for 
a year. In the meantime he was carefully considering his future 
course and decided that he would take up the practice of medicine as 
his life work. Accordingly he enrolled as a medical student in Mar- 
quette University, which accorded him his professional degree in 
1912. He then spent a year as interne in the Milwaukee Maternity 
and General Hospital, after which he joined Dr. G. A. Hipke, of Mil- 
waukee, in private practice, that association being maintained for 
three years. 

The year 1916 witnessed the arrival of Doctor Maas in Rio, where 
he has since continued. A physician of this place had recently passed 
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away, so that there was an excellent opening for a capable physician 
and surgeon, hence Doctor Maas utilized the opportunity and for twen- 
ty-nine years has practiced successfully in Columbia County. He is 
careful in diagnosis, thorough and painstaking in practice and Has the 
encouraging spirit that means so much to the successful physician. 
Moreover his real interest in the science of medicine is manifest in 
his continuous reading and study and he also keeps in touch with the 
trend of modern procedure through his membership in the Columbia 
County Medical Society, the Wisconsin State Medical Association and 
the American Medical Association. 

It is a trite but true saying “if you want anything done, ask a busy 
man to do it.””. Notwithstanding the professional demands made upon 
him, Doctor Maas served on the school board for twenty-five years 
as its secretary and has been the township health officer for twenty- 
one years. He belongs to the Congregational church and fraternally 
is a Mason, loyal to the teachings and purposes of both organizations. 
His civic spirit prompts endorsement of all projects and plans for the 
general good and these have profited by his cooperation. 

On the 18th of June, 1918, Doctor Maas was united in marriage to 
Miss M. Jeannette Hammond, of Cambria, Wisconsin, who is a daugh- 
ter of John and Margarette Ann (Dalton) Hammond. Her father was 
a native of New York State and, removing to Wisconsin, settled in 
the vicinity of Cambria. He served his country as a Union soldier 
in the Civil War. Mrs. Maas, like the Doctor, is a consistent member 
of the Congregational church and she likewise belongs to the Eastern 
Star. The four children of their family are as follows: William H., 
the eldest, is a graduate of Northland College at Ashland, Wisconsin. 
He is now a field engineer at the Allis-Chalmers Company, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. He married Grace I. Barr, of New York City. Margarette, 
the eldest daughter, is the wife of Orlo Patchin, under-sheriff of Co- 
lumbia County, Wisconsin. May is the wife of Richard Powell, who 
is employed by the Hein-Werner Company at Waukesha, Wisconsin. 
She is a registered nurse. Lorraine is also a graduate nurse and the 
wife of Sergeant Lewis B. Severson. 


SAMUEL G. Hiccins, M. D., a Milwaukee physician who has spec- 
ialized in eye, ear, nose and throat, has made a distinguished record 
in that field. His office is at 411 East Mason Street. He was born May 
14, 1880, at Wausau, Marathon County, Wisconsin, the son of Dr. 
Samuel G. and Tealie M. (Beatty) Higgins, the latter a native of 
St. Louis, Missouri, who died in 1905. His father was born in Sligo, 
Ireland, receiving his education at Dublin, Ireland. He taught Greek 
and Latin in Leamington, England, before coming to the United 
States. Following his graduation from the University of Michigan 
Medical School he practiced his profession for a number of years 
in Wausau. He died in 1886, at the age of forty-six. 

Doctor Higgins attended the schools of his native city and also 
of Rhinelander, where he graduated from high school in 1898. Then 
entering the University of Wisconsin, he received the Bachelor of 
Science degree in 1902, and his M.D. degree in 1905 from the Uni- 
versity of Chicago. After spending one year as interne in St.Ann’s 
Hospital in Chicago he turned his attention to eye, ear, nose and 
throat work, being assistant to Drs. Casey Wood and Frank Allport 
in Chicago for one year. Coming to Milwaukee in 1907, he was 
associated with Dr. Nelson M. Black until 1917 at which time he 
engaged in practice alone. In 1918 he spent the year abroad taking 
post graduate work in Vienna and London. He is associate professor 
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of eye, ear, nose and throat at Marquette University and is on the 
staff of the Milwaukee County Hospital and the Deaconess Hospital. 

Doctor Higgins is a member of the Milwaukee County, Wisconsin 
State and American Medical associations, of the Milwaukee Academy 
of Medicine and the American Academy of Ophthalmology and Oto- 
Laryngology and is a former president of the Milwaukee Oto-Ophthal- 
mic Society. He is also a member of the American Academy of Medi- 
cine, the Chicago Ophthalmologic Society, the International College of 
Surgeons, and an honorary member of the Minnesota Academy of 
Opthalmology and Oto-Laryngology. 

He married Genevieve Coddington, a native of Elm Grove, Wau- 
kesha County and daughter of Paul and Florence (Brown) Cod- 
dington. Her father is president of the Lakeside Bridge & Steel 
Company in Milwaukee. 

Doctor Higgins is a thirty-second degree Mason, his fraternal 
affiliations being with Kenwood Lodge, Ivanhoe Commandery, 
Knights Templar, and Tripoli Temple of the Mystic Shrine. His clubs 
include the University Club of Milwaukee, the Milwaukee Country 
Club and the Rotary Club. He attends the Episcopal church in White- 
fish Bay. 


RICHARD WILLIAM ORTON, district attorney of Grant County, 
makes his home in Lancaster, his native city. He was born July 21, 
1909, a son of Karl F. and Letha (Butler) Orton. He is of English 
descent, his grandfather, William F. Orton, having been a native of 
London, England, while his wife, Mrs. Leonora (Michaelis) Orton, 
was born in New York. The Michaelis family came to Wisconsin at 
this time, 1864. William Orton became a banker of this state and 
married Leonora Michaelis in 1877. The grandfather in the Michaelis 
line was a silver mining engineer in Germany. Later he established 
his home in Lancaster, where he owned and conducted a music store. 

Karl F. Orton was born in Lancaster, where he spent practically 
all of his life, his death occurring in 1917. His wife, who was born 
in West Branch, Iowa, is still living. They were parents of a son and 
daughter, the latter being Frances, who is now the wife of R. Rawson, 
of Platteville, Wisconsin. 

After attending the public schools of Lancaster until he had com- 
pleted the high course Richard W. Orton enrolled as a student in the 
University of Wisconsin, where he pursued his law course and was 
graduated with the class of 1931. He was admitted to the bar the fol- 
lowing year and opened an office in Lancaster, where he has met with 
success in his practice, advancing steadily as he has given proof of his 
ability to solve difficult and intricate legal problems. He has never 
entered into partnership relations, so that his progress has resulted 
entirely from his own efforts and ability. In 1937 he was elected 
district attorney of Grant County. He filled this position for three 
terms. He has been in the armed service since 1942. 

In 1932 Mr. Orton was united in marriage to Miss Grace O’Neil, 
of Wisconsin Dells, who is a graduate of Lawrence College. She 
belongs to the P.E.O. and has membership in the Woman’s Club. Mr. 
Orton is a faithful follower of Masonry and also belongs to the 
Knights of Pythias. He was confirmed in the Episcopal church in 
boyhood. Along strictly professional lines he is connected with the 
Grant County Lar Association and the Wisconsin State Bar Associa- 
tion. A life-long resident of Lancaster, he is well known here and his 
sterling qualities are attested in the fact that many of his stanchest 
friends are those who have known him from his boyhood to the pres- 
ent time. 
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CHARLES M. Morris, who was associated with the First Wiscon- 
sin Trust Company from 1916 until his death on June 7, 1944, was 

a resident of Milwaukee for forty-seven years, having come to this 
- city in 1896. He was born in Madison March 6, 1865, the youngest son 

of William A. P. and Harriet (Grannis) Morris. The family, of Welsh 

origin, was established in America in 1660. It was in 1854 that Wil- 
liam A. P. Morris came to Wisconsin, after which he engaged in the 
practice of law im Madison, becoming one of the early members of 
the bar in the capital city. : 
There Charles M. Morris was reared and educated, supplementing 
his public school course by study in the University of Wisconsin, 
where he won his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1887 and his Bachelor 
of Laws degree in 1889. He was admitted to the bar in Madison in 
June, 1889, and was associated with his father in the practice of law 
until September, 1896, when he came to Milwaukee. In the mean- 
time he had served as city attorney of Madison from 1893 until 1895. 
He filled the office of assistant attorney with the Wisconsin Central 
Railroad from 1896 until 1906, after which he engaged in the private 
practice of law for a decade. In 1916 he became trust officer of the 
Wisconsin Trust Company, continuing with its successor, the First 
Wisconsin Trust Company, of which he was elected a vice president 
in January, 1931. He was always an active factor in the financial 
circles of the city. 

On the 27th of April, 1895, Mr. Morris married Miss Mary Fair- 
child, who died October 25, 1939. Mr. Morris always was a lover of 
books and read extensively, finding much of his happiness in this as- 
sociation with men of master minds of all ages. He was a life mem- 
ber and curator of the State Historical Society, and none was better 
informed concerning the annals of Wisconsin than he. An Episcopa- 
lian in his religious faith, he was always a most earnest and loyal 
church worker, and in 1921 was appointed chancellor of the Milwau- 
kee Diocese; and from Nashotah House, of which he was a trustee, 
he received the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws. For years he 
was a member of All Saints Episcopal Church and in many other 
ways he contributed to the upbuilding cause of Christianity. He re- 
tained membership in the Milwaukee County Bar Association, the 
Wisconsin State and American Bar associations, and the American 
Law Institute; and his comprehensive understanding of legal prin- 
ciples was of great value to him in his activities as vice president 
of the First Wisconsin Trust Company. He was also a member of 
the Milwaukee Club, the Madison Club and the Milwaukee chapter 
of Elks. He was a member, and at one time president, of the 
English Speaking Union, and he also held membership in Beta Theta 
Pi fraternity. 


Sp, STANISLAUS CATHOLIC CHURCH of Milwaukee is called the 
Polish mother church of this city and was the third Polish church 
to be established in the United States. As early as 1863 some Polish 
fishermen, emigrating from Danzig, settled here and within three 
years residents of that nationality had so increased in Milwaukee 
that they sought the establishment of a church in which they might 
worship according to the faith in which they had been reared. Four 
thousand dollars was expended in the purchase of a little Lutheran 
church at South Fifth and West Mineral streets and the building 
was dedicated to the bishop and martyr, St. Stanislaus. 

The first Polish church in Milwaukee was a brick structure with 
a small bell in a little tower, and there were six Gothic windows on | 
each side of the building. Thirty families here found opportunity to 
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worship under the first pastor, Rev. T. A. Weglikowski, who here 
officiated from March, 1866, until January, 1867, and it was during 
that time that the first Polish parochial school in America was estab- 
lished in connection with St. Stanislaus, meeting in a two-story frame 
building to which adjoined the pastor’s living quarters, the first 
teacher being Sister M. Tyta, S.S.N.D., who was the first Polish 
nun in this country. 

The work here was one of continuous development and it was 
determined to build a new church, the cornerstone of which was laid 
in July, 1872, during the pastorate of Rev. John Rodowicz, and about 
that time the first choir of the church was organized and an organ 
purchased at a cost of four thousand dollars. Afterward the notable 
Company kK of Kosciuszko Guards, composed mostly of St. Stanislaus 
men, was organized, becoming the only Polish military unit in Amer- 
ica. In 1875 Rev. Xavier Kralezynski succeeded Rev. Rodowiez, but 
remained for a little less than a year, being followed by Rev. Hya- 
cinth Gulski, who was instrumental in founding the St. Cyril and 
St. Vincent parishes. His successor, Rev. Gorski, served the church 
from 1884 until 1894 and made material improvements in the church 
property. The name of “Mother Church” being given to St. Stanis- 
laus resulted from the founding of St. Hedwig’s Church in 1871, St. 
Hyacinth in 1872 and St. Josaphat in 1888. The constant increase in 
attendance of the parish school led to the building of a fine new school 
building in 1889. Various church societies were organized in the 
parish, at one time having a membership of three thousand. 

In 1895 Rev. Paul Szulerecki became the eighth pastor, and dur- 
ing his regime the church was renovated and marble installed within 
the building, making St. Stanislaus one of the richest and most 
magnificent churches in this country. New bells, then the largest 
in Milwaukee, were purchased and installed, the largest, seventy-two 
inches is diameter, weighing five thousand pounds. Bishop Kozolow- 
ski became pastor January 14, 1914, but became suddenly ill in July, 
1915, and passed to his reward. He was followed by Rev. Louis 
Jurasinski, who accomplished much, even during the widespread 
financial depression of 1929. He erected a new school building, which 
later became a part of the present high school, and he remained on 
active duty here until his death in 1935. His successor was Rev. 
Michael J. Wenta, afterward Monsignor Wenta by appointment of 
Pope Pius XI. The high school received his especial attention and 
he established a strong Catholic Youth Organization, which became a 
model for others of the kind in the country. He also was instru- 
mental in greatly decreasing the parish debt. He died April 14, 1940, 
and the work was then taken over by Monsignor Bernard M. Kobe- 
linski, the present pastor. 

A representative of pioneer stock in Wisconsin, Monsignor Ko- 
belinski’s parents were married in St. Stanislaus Church in 1876. 
He was born in Milwaukee, January 21, 1898, and after attending 
St. Hyacinth parochial school entered the Marquette University high 
school where in two and a half years he completed the regular four 
year course. Later he was graduated magna cum laude from the 
University and was awarded the Bachelor of Arts degree. In June, 
1918, he was ordained to the priesthood and five years later in Rome 
he received the Doctor of Philosophy degree. He spent seven years 
as curator at St. Adalbert’s parish and in 1926 was assigned the 
task of organizing the present St. Ignatius parish. However, a week 
later he was transferred and founded instead the Blessed Sacrament 
parish, of which he became the first pastor. On May 23, 1940, he 
was assigned to St. Stanislaus congregation by Archbishop Kiley. 
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Here he is advancing the work of the church in its various depart- 
ments, his efforts being attended by far reaching and beneficial 
results. 

On March 18, 1944, Monsignor Kobelinski was made a Domestic 
Prelate by Pope Pius XII with the title of Right Reverend Mon- 
signor. Since 1932 he has been pro-synodal judge of the archdiocesan 
matrimonial tribunal and has been a member of the board of junior 
clergy examiners for the last thirteen years. He has also done notable 
work as a member of the diocesan school board since 1937. 


THE VILTER MANUFACTURING COMPANY of Milwaukee had its 
origin in 1867 as.a machine shop, doing general repair and machine 
work, the owner of the business being Peter Weisel. The original 
plant was located in Milwaukee’s old Third ward. In 1886 the business 
was incorporated under the name of the Weisel & Vilter Manufac- 
turing Company. In the memorable Third ward fire of 1892 their 
plant was.completely destroyed, but with characteristic enterprise the 
company immediately began rebuilding operations on the site on 
South First Street which their present plant occupies. 

Toward the end of 1892 the Weisel & Vilter Manufacturing Com- 
pany was reorganized and incorporated under the name of the Vilter 
Manufacturing Company, with Theodore O. Vilter, William O. Vilter, 
Emil Vilter, Edward Goes and Albert Walber as the stockholders. 
Later the last named sold out his interest in the business to the other 
four stockholders and the ownership continued about equally divided 
between them. 

Under the progressive leadership of Theodore O. Vilter, who was 
the first president of the Vilter Manufacturing Company, the business 
developed rapidly in the new location, its sales steadily expanding as 
its products became known to the public that speedily recognized their 
worth. During that period the machine shop was enlarged and a 
powerhouse and foundry were built in 1904, while in 1912 a pipe 
fabricating shop was added and in 1920 a new office building was 
erected. To meet other needs small buildings and departments were 
added from time to time. 

In the meantime the science of refrigeration was being advanced 
and the Vilter Company continued to add new products of that 
character to its line until it was manufacturing nearly everything 
required to build a complete brewery, packing house, dairy or ice 
plant. Making forward strides in this field of pioneering, the Vilter 
equipment soon had a wide and profitable distribution not only in 
the United States but also in many foreign countries. The brewery 
business in particular was a large user of Vilter refrigeration equip- 
ment and most of the Milwaukee and Wisconsin breweries were large 
users of Vilter brewery and refrigeration machinery because of 
its superiority. 

In 1919, following the death of Theodore O. Vilter, he was suc- 
ceeded in the presidency by Emil Vilter, who had been filling the 
office of general superintendent of the plant for some time. He con- 
tinued to serve as president until 1934, when he was elected chairman 
of the board and his brother, William O. Vilter, was elected president 
of the company, at the same time continuing in the oflice of treasurer, 
after handling the financial department of the business for many 
years. Emil Vilter died in 1940. 

Nine years before, in 1931, the Vilter Manufacturing Company 
became the licensee and sole manufacturer of a revolutionary process 
of making ice by a continuous process. This ice-making machinery. 
is known today throughout the world as Vilter PakIce equipment and 
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is extensively used by most large ice consumers, including packing 
houses, dairies, refrigerated freight cars and by shippers of perishable 
food products. 

In 1938, sensing the spread of world unrest, Fred T. Goes, vice 
president and works manager of the Vilter Company, visited the 
United States arsenal at Rock Island, Illinois, to consider the possi- 
bility of manufacturing three-inch anti-aircraft mounts which the 
Federal Government was anxious to have built at that time. It was 
found that anti-aircraft mounts were not suited to Vilter manufac- 
turing conditions but indicated the possibility of manufacturing other 
ordnance equipment with the machines and tools already in possession 
of the company. As a result of this analysis the Chicago ordnance 
district early in 1939 made a survey of the plant of the Vilter Manu- 
facturing Company and to the corporation was given an “M” 
day program. 

In 1940 the Government, now aware of the impending world 
cataclysm, entered into a contract with the Vilter Manufacturing 
Company for the large number of 105 mm. Howitzers. As a result 
of excellent management, engineering and technical skill by the 
entire organization the first contract was finished well ahead of 
time and the Vilter Manufacturing Company enjoyed the enviable 
position of having produced the first 105 mm. Howitzer ever made 
in this country outside of a regular United States arsenal. It is a 
matter of record that the 105 mm. Howitzer was the standard di- 
visional artillery piece of the United States Army and its production 
in quantity by the Vilter Manufacturing Company and later by other 
manufacturers was responsible in no small degree for the destruction 
of the Nazi forces in the African, Italian and French campaigns. 

Many novel and time-saving production methods were developed 
by the Vilter Company in the manufacture of these guns, so that 
the time of manufacturing a single gun was cut from an army 
standard of one thousand hours to less than three hundred hours. 
Many of these innovations in gun manufacture were passed on to 
and used by the arsenal and other manufacturers of similar ordnance 
equipment. As a result of this initial success the company built other 
guns for the army, such as the 3” M 5 and 3” M 7 tank and anti- 
tank guns. 

In 1943 the Vilter Manufacturing Company was awarded a con- 
tract by the United States Navy for the manufacture of a large 
number of self-contained ice-making machines, which were to be 
used at advanced bases in the South Pacific campaign. These ice- 
making machines were an adaptation of the Vilter PakIce machine. 
This additional production load was borne by the company without 
interruption to the army ordnance gun contract and in addition 
to its manufacture of heavy refrigeration machinery for essential 
civilian users. 

The Vilter Company’s total contribution to the war effort extended 
to the Air Corps with the building of several low temperature, altitude 
test chambers for the Aircraft Radio Laboratory at Wright Field, 
Dayton, Ohio. The United States Army Signal Corps also used several 
test chambers engineered and built by the Vilter Manufacturing Com- 
pany in various sections of the country. It may rightfully be said 
that Vilter contributed to the war effort on land and sea and air 
with notable results. 

For excellence in war production the Vilter Company was awarded 
the Army-Navy “E” on September 19, 1943, with appropriate cere- 
monies at the plant, and since that time two stars have been added 
to their “E”’ flag for continued excellence in production cf war ma- 
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terial for the army and the navy. In presenting this flag Brigadier 
General Gillespie said in conclusion, ‘All of us at the Watervliet 
Arsenal have come to recognize the Vilter Manufacturing Company 
as one of the great war plants of this country. We have great con- 
fidence in the members of this organization and I want to congratulate 
you again on winning this award. I know that our continued reliance 
on you will be one of the principal factors in winning this war.” 

While the company was operating night and day under adverse 
manpower and material conditions President William O. Vilter died 
on January 31, 1944. He was succeeded in the presidency by Fred 
T. Goes, who also continued in the position of works manager. Wil- 
liam B. Vilter, son of William O. Vilter, was named to the board of 
directors, and subsequently was elected vice president in charge of 
industrial relations and personnel. The other officers of the company 
were Earl B. Tilton, executive vice president, general manager and 
treasurer, and Ernest F. Vilter, secretary. The members of the board 
of directors were Fred T. Goes, William B. Vilter, E. F. Vilter, F. C. 
Trubshaw and Wilbur E. Barth. 

May 16, 1945, announcement was made of the purchase of the 
Vilter Manufacturing Company by Foundation Inv., a non-profit cor- 
poration without stockholders whose dividends from operations of 
the Vilter Company would go to the new corporate owner for dis- 
tribution to certain designated beneficiaries, understood to be em- 
ployes of the company and returned veterans in need of rehabilitation. 
Mr. E. B. Tilton was named president both of the Vilter Manufac- 
turing Company and of the Foundation. Former owners of the firm 
stepped out of the organization and the entire stock of the Vilter 
Company held by them was absorbed by Foundation. 


BENJAMIN Poss. Milwaukee has always been distinguished 
for the high rating of her bench and bar, and contributing to this 
well earned reputation through the past forty-one years is Benjamin 
Poss, who began practice here in 1902. One of Milwaukee’s native 
sons, he was born August 10, 1877, his parents being Jacob and 
Rosa (Fanta) Poss, the father having been a leading merchant of 
Milwaukee. 

Benjamin Poss pursued his academic education, a member of the 
class of 1900, at the University of Wisconsin, where he gained dis- 
tinction as a debater and then became a law student in the office 
and under the preceptorship of Judge James G. Jenkins of the 
Circuit Court of Appeals, who directed his reading of the law. He 
was admitted to the bar in 1901. Later he received the honorary 
degree of Bachelor of Laws from Marquette University. 

Beginning practice in Milwaukee in 1902, Mr. Poss has since 
remained an active member of the bar here and his work has since 
been increasingly important and extensive as he gave proof of his 
ability to find correct solution for intricate and involved legal prob- 
lems. He filled the position of special city attorney from 1906 until 
1910, taking care of tax matters and school litigation for the city. 
He has participated largely in public affairs here, his aid and in- 
fluence being always on the side of progress and advancement. 
From 1911 until 1914 he was a member of the board of park com- 
missioners, and was instrumental in establishing the municipal golf 
courses. He was a member of the State Board of Law Examiners 
from 1923 until 1926. He was counsel in the litigation involving 
the validity of the Wisconsin Workmen’s Compensation Act in 1911. 
In the following year he was associated with the income tax cases, 
while in 1933 he was special assistant attorney general in the 
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Capital City Bank litigation, the governor’s veto case, and repre- 
sented the Public Service Commission in the Supreme Court of the 
state in the case of Wisconsin Telephone Company v. Public Service 
Commission of Wisconsin, decided in 1932, upholding the validity of 
an act of the Legislature imposing the cost of regulation upon public 
utilities. He was attorney in the building and loan cases decided 
by the Supreme Court of the United States in 1935. Thus he has 
been connected with some of the most important litigation heard 
in Wisconsin involving constitutional law and at all times has proven 
his superior qualifications for the trust reposed in him in connection 
with the professional interests given over to his charge. 

Mr. Poss is now serving on the board of trustees of the North- 
western Mutual Life Insurance Company, during the past thirty- 
seven years has been general counsel of the Equitable Reserve Asso- 
ciation of Neenah, Wisconsin, and is serving on the board of di- 
rectors of various business and industrial corporations. In all 
matters pertaining to the public welfare he has long shown a most 
active and helpful attitude and his opinions in regard to the value 
and real worth of municipal projects are exceedingly sound. He 
was one of the leaders in the movement of the Citizens Bureau, 
a non-political body devoted to the introduction of more modern and 
efficient methods of municipal government, and served as president 
of the organization for five years, covering the period from 1918 
to 1923. He has served on the board of directors of the Milwaukee 
Community Chest and is much interested in social agencies and 
other forms of humanitarian work. Along strictly professional 
lines he is connected with the Milwaukee County Bar Association, 
which elected him to the presidency in 1927, and he was also honored 
with the presidency of the Wisconsin State Bar Association for 
the term 1937-88. He is a member of the American Bar Associa- 
tion. He has likewise been made an honorary member of the Order 
of the Coif of the University of Wisconsin. In addition to all of 
his public activities he has conducted an extensive private practice 
in corporation, insurance, banking, real estate and probate law and 
has attained high position as one of the foremost attorneys of the 
state. He finds great interest in reading, particularly history and 
biography, and his chief form of outdoor recreation is golf. 

Mr. Poss married Aimee M. Shakman, of Milwaukee, and they 
have one daughter, Eleanor S., who since her graduation from 
Vassar College has engaged in personnel work in Milwaukee. Both 
Mr. and Mrs. Poss are deeply interested in social humanitarian 
service, in which they have given most effective help. 


Louis A. LECHER, who heads the law firm of Lecher, Michael, 
Spohn & Best of Milwaukee, is accounted one of the most eminent 
members of this profession in this, his native city. He was born 
March 17, 1880, a son of Paul G. and Mary (Runge) Lecher. His 
mother died in 1929, at the age of seventy-nine and his father in 1942, 
at the age of eighty-seven. Following his graduation from high school 
in 1896, and ambitious to become a member of the bar, he attended the 
evening sessions of the Milwaukee Law School in 1901-02 and from 
1901 until 1903 he was private secretary to Judge James G. Jenkins of 
the United States Circuit Court of Appeals. Marquette University 
conferred on him the Bachelor of Laws degree in 1903 and in the 
same year he was admitted to practice in the courts of Wisconsin, 
while in 1920 he was licensed to practice before the United States 
Supreme Court. His earlier training as private secretary to Judge 
Jenkins proved of great value to him, and he entered upon active 
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practice well prepared to meet the difficult and involved questions 
of law. 

His original partnership connection was as a member of the firm 
of Bottum, bottum, Hudnall & Lecher, which in time became Bottum, 
Hudnall & Lecher and later Bottum, Hudnall, Lecher & McNamara. 
The admission of a fifth partner led to the adoption of the firm style 
of Bottum, Hudnall, Lecher, McNamara & Michael, which later be- 
came Bottum, Hudnall, Lecher, Michael & Whyte and is today Lecher, 
Michael, Spohn & Best, having the largest diversified practice in the 
state. The tirm occupies the entire eighth floor of the One Hundred 
Ten East Wisconsin Building, originally called Pabst Building. Mr. 
Lecher specializes in corporation law, in mergers and reorganizations 
and in taxation matters and his practice is of a most important and 
also extensive character. He is a director and general counsel of 
many corporations. At the presenting writing (1945) he is secretary 
and general counsel of the Combined Locks Paper Company; direc- 
tor and general counsel of Cutler-Hammer, Inc., the Phoenix Hosiery 
Company, Globe-Union, Inc., Pressed Steel Tank Company and Wor- 
den-Allen Company, and is counsel for Milwaukee Boston Store, Black- 
hawk Manufacturing Company and other leading concerns. 

On the 21st of July, 1915, Louis Arthur Lecher married Antoin- 
ette Kleinsteiber, of Milwaukee. They have one daughter, Sylvia 
Marie, who is a Vassar College graduate of 1941, having majored in 
botany, and is now a professional technologist at Forest Products 
Laboratory, Madison, Wis. Both Mr. and Mrs. Lecher are identified 
with various societies and organizations. Mrs. Lecher is prominent 
in the Woman’s Club of Wisconsin, the Garden Club and in the Guild 
of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church and is treasurer of the Women’s 
Auxiliary of the Episcopal Diocese of Milwaukee. Mr. Lecher is 
president of Milwaukee Hospital Auxiliary, a director of Associated 
Hospital Service, Inc., and is serving as one of the trustees of the 
Milwaukee University School. In politics he is a stalwart Repub- 
lican and organized the lawyers of Milwaukee in connection with the 
Hoover campaigns of 1928 and 1932. He has membership in the 
Milwaukee, Milwaukee Athletic, Milwaukee Country and University 
clubs, belongs to the Milwaukee Art Society and is an honorary mem- 
ber of the Milwaukee Accountants Society. He is serving on the 
advisory board of the American Legislators Association. During the 
first World War he was very active in the Liberty Loan drives and 
as a four-minute man. Through the professional field his connections 
are many and comprehensive in scope. He belongs to the Milwaukee 
County Bar Association, the Wisconsin State Bar Association and 
the American Bar Association and of the last named was vice presi- 
dent for Wisconsin in 1924-25, while from 1925 to 1928 he was a 
member of the general council of the American Bar Association, also 
a member of its committee on federal taxation and a director of its 
Tax Section from 1924 to date. He likewise served as a member of 
the committee on commercial law and bankruptcy in 1926-27 and was 
vice president of the American Bar Association for the Seventh judi- 
cial district in 1932-33 and has just been reappointed for the third 
successive year as chairman of its important committee on commerce. 
He belongs to the American Association for International Concilia- 
tion, the American Branch of the International Law Association, 
the Legal Aid Society and is a life member of the American Law In- 
stitute. He merits and receives the highest esteem and confidence of 
his fellow members of the bar throughout the country and his name 
is associated with all that maintains the most advanced professional 
standards. He assisted in cleaning up corruption and unethical prac- 
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tices in connection with bankruptcy proceedings in Milwaukee, and 
has made valuable contribution to law practice in many ways. In 
his leisure hours, which have been few, he indulges in muskellunge 
fishing, in bridge and in golf. He has been a lifelong resident of Mil- 
waukee and now makes his home at 4820 North Lake Drive, Shore- 
wood. 


JUDGE MAx W. NoHuL, of Milwaukee, was called from this life 
March 26, 1943, but his achievements, his personality and his ability 
will long be remembered, for he represented a spirit of pronounced 
integrity in judicial service, was closely associated with crime pre- 
vention measures and in every relation of life measured up to the 
highest standards of manhood and citizenship. Born in Ripon, Wis- 
consin, he was a son of Fred and Emilie (Eversz) Nohl and a brother 
of Leo F. Nohl, who is still a prominent practicing attorney of Mil- 
waukee. He pursued his law studies in the University of Wisconsin, 
completing his course by graduation there as a member of the class 
of 1895, after which he began practice in this city. His legal career 
was marked by a steady progression which brought him to a promi- 
nent position among the lawyers of Wisconsin’s metropolis and for a 
number of years he headed the well known law firm of Nohl, Nohl, 
Petrie & Blume. He also became well known in the educational field 
as teacher of the law of wills in the Marquette University Law School, 
imparting knowledge with a clearness that never failed to leave its 
impress on the student body. His professional activities also included 
service aS court commissioner from 1914 to 1983. For almost ten 
years he occupied the bench of the Municipal Court, to which office 
he was appointed by Governor Albert G. Schmedeman, and to which 
he was twice elected. He won an outstanding reputation for a quick 
but fair disposal of the criminal cases that were brought before his 
court, handling between ten and sixteen hundred cases annually, so 
that there was never a long list of waiting cases on the docket. He 
maintained two distinct policies, one of which was ‘no leniency to 
out of town gunmen” and the other “heavy sentences for habitual 
offenders.” 

There were many times, however, when Judge Nohl tempered 
justice with mercy, particularly in the case of first offenders when 
he believed there was a good chance of reformation, and he sought 
the cooperation of church and service organizations to take greater 
interest in culprits convicted of their first crime and to visit such 
men frequently to give them encouragement toward right living. He 
strongly endorsed bureaus of crime prevention and the coordination 
of school and other programs in the task of crime reduction, leading 
various movements of this character among the school and social 
agencies of the city. While in ordinary conversation he was mild 
in manner and expression, he was, nevertheless, a man of deep and 
strong convictions, which he voiced most forcefully when occasion 
demanded. 

In 1928 Judge Nohl was elected president of the Milwaukee Bar 
Association and he also had membership connection with the Wis- 
consin State Bar Association and the American Bar Association. His 
interest in civic affairs was manifest in many tangible ways and was 
an effective force for the public good. From 1930 until 1932 he was 
president of the City Club and had formerly been chairman of its 
welfare committee. In Masonry he attained the thirty-second degree 
in the Scottish Rite. He was likewise a member of Wisconsin Lodge 
No. 1 of the Knights of Pythias. In politics he was a stalwart Dem- 
ocrat, while his brother Leo is equally stanch in his advocacy of 
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Republican principles, and this often became the source of good 
natured and humorous raillery between them. In 1927 Judge Nohl 
was president of the International Round Table and he was the head 
of the Milwaukee Charter League that drafted a new city charter. 
His religious faith was evidenced by his connection with the Grand 
Avenue Congregational Church and he served as president of its 
Men’s Club. At his demise in 1948 he was not only mourned by his 
widow, Mrs. Rose Nohl, his brother, Leo F. Nohl, and his sister, Mrs. 
Erna Bruncken, all of Milwaukee, but by countless friends and asso- 
ciates who had deep appreciation for him as an outstanding lawyer 
with a long record of civic service, and as a most dependable and 
faithful friend. 


Lro F. NOHL, senior partner in the law firm of Nohl, Petrie & 
Stocking, with offices at 152 West Wisconsin Avenue in Milwaukee, 
in which city he has practiced since 1901, was born in Ripon, Fond 
du Lac County, this state, and is the youngest of the six children 
who were born to Fred and Emilie (Eversz) Nohl, both of whom 
are now deceased. The father was born in Westphalia, Germany, and 
came to the United States in 1849, when fourteen years of age. For 
a considerable period he was a hardware merchant of Ripon and 
after he retired from active business he removed to Milwaukee, 
where he spent his remaining days, his death occurring about 1912. 
His wife was born on the Rhine in Germany and about 1851 she 
came with her parents and their family to the new world, being at 
that time about seventeen years of age. She had acquired her education 
in a boarding school in her native land before crossing the Atlantic. 
Of the family of six children whose parents were Fred and Emilie 
Nohl, only two are now living, the daughter being Mrs. Erna 
Bruncken, who is a widow living in Milwaukee. One of the sons, 
Judge Max W. Nohl, is mentioned on another page of this work. 

After completing his preliminary education in the public schools 
of Milwaukee, Leo F. Nohl, having decided to enter the legal profes- 
sion, enrolled as a student in the University of Wisconsin, where he 
completed his studies and won the Bachelor of Laws degree in 1901. 
He then began practice with his brother, Judge Max W. Nohl, now 
deceased, in the firm of Nohl, Nohl, Petrie & Blume and has contin- 
uously remained in active connection with the Milwaukee bar, where 
he has long maintained an enviable position as an able advocate and 
strong counselor. His knowledge of the law is comprehensive and 
exact and he is seldom if ever at fault in the application of a legal 
principle. 

Mr. Nohl has long been prominent in Masonic circles and in 1926 
the honorary thirty-third degree was conferred on him. He belongs 
to Lafayette Lodge No. 265, F. & A.M., of which he has served as 
master, and he is also a past grand master of the Wisconsin Grand 
Lodge. He has also been the ranking officer in the Scottish Rite 
Consistory and is a member of Tripoli Temple of the Mystic Shrine. 
He is now the president of the Wisconsin Masonic Foundation and 
formerly, in 1924-25, was the national president of the Optimist In- 
ternational, of which he had previously been vice president. He has 
attended many conventions, both state and national, enjoying the 
fraternal feeling that there exists and the contact of fellowship with 
mankind. He is a fluent and entertaining speaker and is often called 
upon to address banquets and luncheon clubs, including Rotary, 
Kiwanis and the Cooperative clubs. As a member of the Plymouth 
Congregational Church he has served on the official boards as a 
deacon and trustee. At different times he has been president of 
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various local societies, for he has excellent qualities of leadership 
and the influential spirit that easily gains the cooperation of others. 
He has also served on the board of directors of many manufacturing, 
business and financial organizations, and his judgment is always con- 
sidered a valuable asset in their control. Along strictly professional 
lines he is connected with the Milwaukee Bar Association, the Wis- 
consin State Bar Association and the American Bar Association. 

Mr. Nohl married Miss Emma Parmenter, a native of Menominee, 
Michigan, and they have become parents of a son and daughter. The 
former, Max Gene Nohl, is a graduate of the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology and has been a renowned deep sea diver. He is also the 
inventor of a diving suit in which he has broken many records and 
he has’ an invention know as an under-water studio at Silver Springs, 
Florida, which resembles a huge wine jug. The diving bell which 
he invented was made in Milwaukee and thousands of people have 
gone down in it to inspect the marine life on the bottom of the 
river. He has assisted in the salvage of many wrecks and he is now 
on the lecture platform, giving to the public an account of his ex- 
periences and a knowledge of the scientific attainments of diving. 
The daughter, Mary Louise Nohl, is a graduate of the Chicago Art 
Institute, where she won the Master of Arts degree. 


ELLSworTH H. MUELLER, a veteran of the first World War, has 
devoted his entire business life to insurance and is now general agent 
for the Pacific Mutual Life Insurance Company and the Provident 
Life & Accident Insurance Company, maintaining offices in both 
Milwaukee and Madison, the former at 208 East Wisconsin Avenue 
and the latter at 1 West Main Street in the capital city. He has been 
a lifelong resident of Wisconsin. Born at Watertown, Dodge County, 
April 7, 1893, he is a son of Louis and Jennie (Helmbolt) Mueller, 
both of whom are deceased. The father, who was born in Hamburg, 
Germany, came to America in 1885 and at once made his way to 
Wisconsin, settling at Watertown, where he became active in business 
circles as proprietor of a grocery and general store. He was also a 
factor in the public affairs of the town, representing his ward for 
many years as a member of the board of aldermen, in which connec- 
tion he supported all measures which he deemed of public benefit. 
He was also at one time a candidate for the office of mayor of Water- 
town, and there he passed away in 1918. His wife, Jennie (Helmbolt) 
Mueller, was born in Rednersville, Ontario, Canada, and it was about 
1885 that she crossed the border, becoming a resident of Wisconsin, 
where in 1887 she married Louis Mueller. They had a family of four 
sons and two daughters, all of whom with one exception are residents 
of this state, namely: Edward, of Madison; Louis, living in Oshkosh; 
Theodore, who makes his home in Madison; Louise, now the wife of 
Walter Simon, of Watertown; and Adele, who is a graduate nurse 
and is living in Chicago. 

The other member of the family is Ellsworth H. Mueller, who 
attended the public schools of his native town until he had completed 
two years in the high school, since which time he has gained knowledge 
in the school of experience and hard knocks, but at all times he has 
been an apt pupil, constantly broadening his views and evaluating 
the opportunities and conditions of life at their real worth. He first 
entered business in the insurance field when twenty-one years of 
age, becoming a general agent as the representative of various com- 
panies. He found the work congenial and has continued active along 
this line, his interests steadily increasing until he now conducts an 
extensive business, with offices in both Madison and Milwaukee. In 
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both cities his clientele has steadily increased, and success has re- 
warded his efforts in gratifying measure. He applied himself so 
closely that he soon mastered every phase of the business and is today 
regarded as one of the well known authorities on insurance matters 
in the state. He was formerly the president and is now chairman of 
the advisory board of the National Association of Accident Insurance 
Underwriters and he has been very active in a number of ways in 
relation to accident and health insurance matters. 

In 1918 Mr. Mueller married Mildred Pfister, of Madison, a 
daughter of Julius and Louise (Beck) Pfister, the former now de- 
ceased, while the latter is still living in Madison. Mrs. Mueller com- 
pleted her education at the University of Wisconsin. Unto this mar- 
riage have been born four children, all of whom are graduates of 
the Madison high school. Jeanne, who is also a graduate of the 
University of Wisconsin, class of 1941, is the wife of Leonard 
Helminiak. She entered naval service in the current war, enlisting 
in the WAVES, with which she was on active duty for fifteen months, 
recruiting in five states. She was commissioned an ensign. Sergeant 
Richard E. Mueller, the second of the family, after completing his 
high school course studied for two years in the State University and 
is now in active military duty with the Air Corps, being stationed 
in Florida. Sergeant David E. Mueller is with the artillery branch 
of the army in France. Marjory Mueller, having completed her high 
school course in Madison, is continuing her education in Lawrence 
College at Appleton. The family residence is at 4121 Nakoma Road 
in Madison and while in Milwaukee Mr. Mueller resides at the Mil- 
waukee Athletic Club. There is a military chapter in his life record, 
for during the first World War he served as a corporal in the Medical 
Corps and was stationed in hospital work at Savanay, France. 

Mr. Mueller belongs to Gyro International and to the Milwaukee 
Athletic Club and also has membership in the Masonic fraternity. 
He is affiliated with Hiram Lodge No. 50, F. & A. M., of Madison, 
has attained the thirty-second degree in the Scottish Rite and is a 
member of Zor Temple, A. A. O. N. M. S., of Madison. He has a 
most interesting and educational hobby, the collection of information, 
books and material concerning Benjamin Franklin. His research and 
study along that line have brought him national recognition. He has 
more than two hundred volumes in his library concerning Franklin, 
collected in the United States and Europe, together with many relics 
having to do with the life of the great American philosopher and 
diplomat, and scarcely a day passes that he does not come across 
something new and of interest concerning Franklin. Being in touch 
with other collectors, he receives letters on the subject from all over 
the country. He is often called upon to lecture on Franklin before 
clubs, associations and institutes in many parts of the country and 
his large collection of books and relics, some very rare and valuable, 
are always of deep interest to those who see them. Mr. Mueller is 
also a great student of Abraham Lincoln history and is a member of 
the Abraham Lincoln Fellowship. His life is evidence of the fact that 
as the interests of an individual broaden his circle of friends and 
congenial associates widens, and Mr. Mueller is welcomed in all those 
places where intelligence and culture are the passports to good society. 


CHARLES EpGAR ALBRIGHT, of Milwaukee, is regarded as the 
outstanding life underwriter in America, his record o’ertopping 
that of any other representative of the insurance business. A strong 
personality, determined purpose, laudable ambition and resourceful- 
ness are the qualities that have carried him steadily forward to 
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leadership and caused his cooperation to be sought in many other — 
fields, as indicated by his varied business connections along other 
lines. 

Born in Dancyville, Tennessee, January 1, 1867, Charles E. 
Albright is a son of George Nicholas and Barbara Ellen (Thompson) 
Albright, both of whom were natives of Alamance County, North 
Carolina, but spent the greater part of their lives in Tennessee, | 
where the mother died in 1877, leaving a family of six children. 
The father at the outbreak of the War between the States enlisted 
in the Sixth North Carolina Regiment of the Confederate Army 
and participated in all of the battles in which that command took 
part, including the first battle of Bull Run and the seven days’ 
battle of the Wilderness. In the former engagement he came within 
a few yards of the guns of the Third Wisconsin Regiment. Near 
the close of the war he was captured and for nine months was 
incarcerated in the federal prison on Johnson’s Island in Lake Hrie, 
off the coast of Ohio. Previous to this he had been made a second 
lieutenant and with that rank was mustered out of the Confederate 
Army. He afterward followed merchandising at Stanton, Tennessee, 
and in addition to his store operated a cotton gin and engaged in 
buying cotton. He also conducted a private banking business and 
he took part in all constructive movements for the benefit of his 
community. He belonged to the Masonic fraternity and his re- 
ligious faith was indicated in his membership in the Presbyterian 
church. It was in Tennessee that he married Barbara Ellen Thomp- 
son, whose parents removed with their family from North Carolina 
to Fayette County, Tennessee. 

In his boyhood days Charles E. Albright attended the schools 
of Stanton, Tennessee, passing through the grades to the high school 
and later he studied medicine for a brief period in Baltimore, Mary- 
land, while subsequently he entered Rush Medical College of Chi- 
cago, where he was graduated in 1889. He spent the succeeding 
two years as interne in the Presbyterian Hospital in Chicago and in 
1891 became assistant medical director of the Northwestern Mutual 
Life Insurance Company of Milwaukee, retaining that position until 
1903, after which he devoted two years to travel abroad. In 1905 
he became a life underwriter for the Northwestern Mutual Life 
Insurance Company and has made a notable record. He has been 
a leading producer for thirty years in amounts varying from $1,070,- 
500 to $3,940,000, and up to June, 1945, had produced business to 
the amount of $80,641,946. His business has shown a continuous 
growth. In the first five months of 1905 his sales amounted to 
$305,000; in the year ending in June, 1917, his business amounted 
to $2,294,500 and from June, 1919, to June, 1920, was more than 
$3,225,000. It would be difficult to measure the extent and scope 
of his work outside of the insurance field, but his efforts have con- 
tributed to the success and development of many corporations. He 
is a director and member of the executive committee of the Allis- 
Chalmers Manufacturing Company, the First Wisconsin National 
Bank and the First Wisconsin Trust Company; is a director of. the 
Globe Steel Tubes Company, the Milwaukee Forge & Machine Com- 
pany, the Hoberg Paper Company, the Joseph Schlitz Brewing Com- 
pany, the Joseph Schlitz Realty Corporation, the Majestic Realty 
Corporation, Cuban-American Sugar Company, the Wisconsin Se- 
curities Company of Delaware, and the Old Ben Coal Corporation, 
all of which have profited by his sound judgment and broad business 
vision as he has attended the board gatherings where matters of 
policy are discussed. 
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Doctor Albright has also lent the weight of his aid and influence 
to many civic interests. He is a director of the Wisconsin State 
Chamber of Commerce and a member of the board of trustees of 
St. John’s Military Academy at Delafield, Wisconsin, and was for- 
merly on the board of the Country Day School. He belongs to 
Immanuel Presbyterian Church and in Masonry has attained the 
higher degrees and is a Shriner. He has served as president of the 
Oconomowoe Country Club and has membership in the Milwaukee 
University Club, the Milwaukee Athletic Club, the Milwaukee Coun- . 
try Club and the Milwaukee Club. 

On the 21st of November, 1899, Doctor Albright married Miss 
Laura Uihlein, daughter of Henry and Helena (Kreutzer) Uihlein, 
both of whom became residents of Milwaukee in pioneer times and 
Mr. Uihlein was for many years president of the Schlitz Brewing 
Company and prominently connected with other business interests 
here. Doctor and Mrs. Albright had a son and two daughters. David 
Edgar (now deceased), who married Virginia Preston, was a gradu- 
ate of Yale University and was working toward his Master’s degree 
at the University of Chicago. He was executive vice president of 
the Crown Motor Company of Milwaukee at the time of his demise. 
Mrs. Lorraine Flint, the elder daughter, is a resident of Milwaukee 
and has one son, Charles A. Flint, now in military service in Europe. 
Marion is now Mrs. Edward S. Tallmadge of Milwaukee and has 
two sons, Walter David and Edward 5S. Jr. 


WISCONSIN COLLEGE OF Music. The Wisconsin College of Music 
owes its beginning to four men of vision, Hans Bruening, Eugene 
Luening, Julius Yahn and Willy Leonard Jaffe. Their ideas took form 
under the leadership of Mr. Bruening, and on April 26, 1899, the 
‘college came into being. Shortly afterward Mr. Luening retired from 
college activities and Mr. Yahn passed on. Mr. Jaffe, concert artist 
and teacher of violin, remained with the college until 1915. Mr. 
Bruening, from the first, was president and musical director, and 
upon him fell the real responsibility of the college. Its first home was 
in the Mozart Hall building, opposite the Public Library. Mr. Bruen- 
ing came to America as a great artist. He had appeared as pianist 
before the critical and exacting audiences of the courts and capitals 
of Europe. These triumphs were repeated in the larger cities of 
America. However, he soon chose to place behind him the plaudits 
of the public in order to devote his entire time to the profession of 
teaching. In 1913 Clarke Wooddell, a gifted young artist member 
of the faculty, became associated with Mr. Bruening as co-partner 
and director. During the years of their co-partnership the aims and 
high ideals which dominated the original foundation made rapid and 
marked advancement. 

The continuous growth of the college and the rapid development 
of outlying districts induced the directors to try out an innovation. 
Branch schools were formed, several in Milwaukee and one in Racine. 
These branch schools, an established part of the college, have from 
the outset employed members of the regular faculty as teachers. The. 
same courses and standards are maintained. All recitals and other 
public activities take place at the main college. 

After the passing of Hans Bruening in 1922, Clarke Wooddell be- 
came president. Some months later he purchased Mr. Bruening’s col- 
lege holdings from his estate. He then became executive and musical 
director as well as president. As an executive he exercised resource- 
ful originality, sound judgment, clear vision and an unselfish devotion 
which led to permanent growth and increased prestige. Herbert 
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T. Ferguson, who had been the legal advisor for several years, became 
vice president, Benjamin F. West, secretary and treasurer, Mrs. 
Clarke Wooddell, assistant director. Erna Roth-Reichardt continued 
to acl as registrar. Some years later she resigned and Helen F. Whit- 
ney was appointed registrar and librarian. Under this management 
the college has faithfully endeavored to further the idea that a knowl- 
edge and appreciation of good music is not only desirable but an es- 
sential element of any true culture. It has never commercialized art, 
nor has it sacrificed high musical standards. Methods founded upon 
and consistent with modern pedagogy have been adopted, yet the col- 
lege has been ever awake to the fine traditions of the past. Its degree 
courses and curricula are planned with regard to the highest college 
standards. The regular courses in music are designated as prepar- 
atory course, diploma course, degree course and postgraduate course. 

In the department of speech and drama the Curry method of 
training is established. This method is based on a coordination of 
mind, bedy and voice. It enables people to realize their powers and 
possibilities. George Currie, now consultant and coach in Hollywood, 
Imogen André, instructor and for seven years dean at Curry College 
in Boston, and Herman Gottlieb, of radio fame, who for a time was 
in the teaching service of the U.S.A. armed service, are among na- 
tionally known instructors who spent years at the college. Both Dr. 
André and Mr. Gottlieb have returned to their former positions at the 
college. The summer term work conducted by Mr. Gottlieb in the 
Radio Drama Work Shop is recognized by major broadcasting net- 
works. More than thirty states are represented each summer in this 
branch of study. The Marion Yahr Ballet is known throughout the 
Midwest for its unique ballet performances. These story ballets are 
extremely popular in children’s theatres. Ballroom and other forms 
of dancing are taught. 

The faculty comprises teachers of unquestioned ability, artists of 
national and international reputation. They are in demand as concert 
soloists and as soloists with leading symphony orchestras. Others dre 
notable composers and authors. Carl Eppert, teacher of theory and 
composition, is an eminent native born American composer whose 
principal works are for symphony orchestra. Seven symphonies have 
been written during the past ten years. Choruses, an opera, chamber 
music and many songs appeared during this period. Numerous major 
performances, several broadcasts and world-wide premier perform- 
ances are a part of the national recognition of his brilliant talents. 
‘The late Alexander MacFadyen, pianist of note, teacher and composer, 
wrote beautiful melodious songs and instrumental compositions. The 
MacFadyen Music Club, known throughout the country for its out- 
standing accomplishments, has celebrated its twenty-fifth birthday, 
a high tribute to one of Wisconsin’s fine composers who taught at 
the college for many years. 

The alumni included many teachers prominent over the entire 
country, soloists, members and directors of orchestras and bands, 
accompanists and composers. Widely known are such names as 
Heinz Roenheld, chief composer and arranger for Warner Brothers, 
Hollywood cinema directors. Wesley Sontag, violinist, conductor, 
composer, author, a Wisconsin artist now established in New York. 
Carl Zeidler, a great American, loved and honored almost beyond 
understanding. He radiated the soul of music in the songs he sang 
and in the violin he played. What Wisconsin citizen has not thrilled 
to his “God Bless America’”’! 

The Wisconsin College of Music occupies the Willian O. Goodrich 
residence, 1584 North Prospect Avenue. The spacious old mansion, 
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which stands high upon a bluff overlooking Lake Michigan, offers a 
location unequaled in the Northwest for an art center. It is near 
the down-town section, yet entirely away from the commercial district. 
The large grounds and beautiful lake view oiler a quiet, restful at- 
mosphere which is highly conducive to the study of cultural subjects. 

An outstanding feature of the home is the Frence Renaissance 
Concert Hall, which is of great beauty, perfect in design and perfect 
in acoustics. The walls are done in parchment ivory, artistically 
decorated and have elegantly framed mirrors set in panel eifect. 
Graceful bracket lights shed a soft radiance and a lovely, rich art 
feeling pervades the whole. 

The college greatly appreciates the tangible interest expressed 
by Mr. Goodrich in the location and development of the college. Being 
a musician of wide culture his name is connected with many outstand- 
ing musical activities. 

Student recitals and concerts are open to the public. Orchestré 
concerts and dramatic performances also take place in Goodrich Con- 
cert Hall. Orchestra Hall is in constant use. Delta tpsilon chapter 
of Delta Omicron National Musical Sorority, the orchestra, college 
choruses, junior clubs and other student organizations stand for 
ideals of study and achievement. Students are urged to hear visiting 
artists of prominence as a necessary element in the development of a 
well rounded cultural education. 

The Wisconsin College of Music is authorized by the State of 
Wisconsin to confer degrees. For many years the Wisconsin College 
of Music has been recognized as one of the outstanding music centers 
of the Midwest. 


WILLARD P. LYONS has long been engaged in the general insur- 
ance business in Milwaukee and for many years he has been asso- 
ciated with civic affairs of city and county, being now president of 
the board of public welfare in charge of the Milwaukee County 
institutions and also supervisor of the Highth district, which com- 
prises the Sixteenth and Twenty-third wards of the city. Born in 
Markesan, Green Lake County, Wisconsin, March 38, 1886, he is a 
son of John D. and Ellen (Caine) Lyons, both of whom were of [Irish 
descent. The father, who is still living in Milwaukee, was born in 
Rutland, Vermont, September 15, 1855, and was brought to Wiscon- 
sin by his parents when only a year old. His father, John Lyons, 
was a railway construction boss with the Chicayo, Milwaukee & 
St. Paul Railroad and with his family settled at Horicon, Dodge 
County, Wisconsin, in 1856. 

John D. Lyons, reared and educated in Wisconsin, followed in 
his father’s footsteps in that he, too, was identified with railroad 
interests, having been connected with the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. 
Paul Railroad Company for the extended period of fifty-eight years. 
He was a locomotive engineer and began work as an employe of the 
railroad when only fifteen years of aye, his enlire record being one 
of unremitting industry and faithfulness. After reaching adult age 
he married Ellen Caine, who was born in Schlesingerville, now 
Slinger, Dodge County, Wisconsin, July 4, 1898, und died in Mil- 
waukee May 12, 1927, when sixty-nine years of age. Her father, 
Patrick Caine, was born in Ireland and about 1829 came to the 
United States, making the trip across the Atlantic on a sailing ves- 
sel which was seven weeks in completing the voyage. He immedi- 
ately made his way to Wisconsin, where his remaining days were 
passed, and like many of his fellow countrymen of that early period 
he began working on the railroad, becoming a section boss on the 
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Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad. He was a man of sturdy, 
strong character who made friends readily and had a wide acquaint- 
ance. 

In the family of John D. and Ellen (Caine) Lyons were a son, 
Willard, and a daughter, Mary, now the widow of James Doyne and 
the mother of one son, Lieutenant John Lyons Doyne. Lieutenant 
Doyne won his LL.B. degree at Marquette University Law School 
with the class of 19387. He became one of the successful young 
attorneys of Milwaukee and was elected a member of the Wisconsin 
General Assembly in November, 1940, but resigned his position as a 
legislator to enlist in the United States Army. He was commis- 
sioned a lieutenant and is now on duty overseas. He married Alice 
Carey, and they have one son, John Lyons Doyne Jr., born in August, 
1948. 

Willard P. Lyons acquired his education in Milwaukee schools, 
the family having removed from Green Lake County to Milwaukee 
when he was seven years of age. He attended St. Rose’s parochial 
school, continued his studies in the West Division high school and 
later entered Marquette College, now Marquette University, where 
he won his Bachelor of Arts degree as a member of the class of 1906. 
As to his record in connection with railroad interests he was “to the 
manner born,” for in this he followed the example of his father and 
his two grandfathers and was with the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. 
Paul Railroad Company for seventeen years as a mechanical engi- 
neer, having charge of the valuation of mechanical facilities with 
that line. Later he was transferred by the company to Chicago, 
where he remained for a short time but was desirous of getting back 
to Milwaukee, so that he resigned his railroad position and here 
established a general insurance business, which he has since carried 
on. He has always been interested in civic affairs and in the public 
welfare and has worked diligently and effectively for the general 
good. Twenty-one years ago he was elected county supervisor and 
has since continuously filled this position, representing the Sixteenth 
and ‘Twenty-third wards, which comprise the Eighth district. For 
thirteen years he has been a member of the welfare board having 
direction of the county’s public institutions and he has-closely studied 
the public needs in this connection and supported every practical 
project for improvement in this field. 

Mr. Lyons belongs to the Knights of Columbus and the Fraternal 
Order of Eagles, and he makes his home in Milwaukee with his 
father, who is now eighty-nine years of age, and his sister, Mrs. 
Doyne. 


HENRY MAyYo THOMPSON, financier and lumberman, has been 
identified with business development and progress of Milwaukee and 
the state, but is now to a considerable degree living retired from the 
active management of business affairs, enjoying a rest that he has 
truly earned and richly merits. What he has accomplished represents 
the fit utilization he has made of his time, talents and opportunities 
and illustrates what can be accomplished when energy and enterprise 
lead the way. 

Born in Dover-Foxcroft, Maine, on December 23, 1861, Henry 
Mayo Thompson is a son of Dr. James H. and Mary E. (Mayo) 
Thompson. The Thompson family was founded in the Pine Tree 
state at a very early day in its settlement and with the passing years 
members of the family in successive generations have been prominent 
in the public affairs of the communities in which they have lived. 


’ ni ? 
; wit , $ yaa tee e 
MMB 
af trey i ee} 
ha : / : tt 
: : t ira si 
y haa i? Fi 
‘ i 
Toe : cys 
> ' wf 
: st 5 
: 1443 : ‘ Bhi) bw hh Gf 
py . : { i+; 
; > oe COP REL: 
’ ‘ - ta , 
"ft - f ® 
VU . ‘ Vv, t ri ‘ > sae i! 7 
{ ved 
f : - , 
j 
r . : Yih 
; Nae 
ee | : tart | 7 
or 
‘ Ls 
4 P 
re ; DO 5’ i i, S 
| ry he n \ fit 
i j ii : - hd 
_ ‘has ¥ l "hy | Fi y 
« : yen re ret Tete) 
‘ 4 Y 
1 : ; iy ai he | 
+. , > » S24 
fy ) jf +) 4) 4 Th Sei 
wy a+ oC 
yr 4 i} } : : (hers + i 4 
» ree \ ye 
rintin itt 3 mod Jounswy 
‘  % 
‘y p Rey Ts Wh Bit 
- “y 
ane | j inal k a 
" Tht 7% a,1 
‘ ( h . 
7 { 1 
y ‘ ‘ 5 7 


LATTE LT IT IEE 


I NE OT PTE SS 


ere 


SL TS ERE RT RE TS Ge RETEST ORE SP WS RR RPP EE LE PPR ETL Te eo ge 


IE OO OS PET Te eo Ie 


BIOGRAPHY 129 


Dr. James H. Thompson was a native of Piscataquis County, 
Maine, where he was reared and pursued his early education, while 
later he continued his studies in Bowdoin College. He then began 
preparation for the medical profession, to which he devoted the 
greater part of his life. He was a veteran of the Civil War, having 
served as surgeon of the Twelfth Regiment of the Maine Voluntary 
Infantry, and in 1867 he was asked to come to Milwaukee to assist 
in the establishment of the Soldiers Hospital in this city. He became 
the first resident surgeon of the Soldiers Home, which has become 
one of the most famous institutions of the kind in the country, and 
after serving in that capacity for four years he resigned in order to 
resume the private practice of his chosen calling, in which he then 
continued uninterruptedly until his death, which occurred in 1891, 
when he was fifty-six years of age. In early manhood he married 
Mary E. Mayo, who was born and reared in Maine, where her 
ancestors had long resided. Mrs. J. H. Thompson passed away in 
Milwaukee, as did her husband, and they are survived by two sons, 
Henry Mayo and John G. Thompson, the latter now living at 797 
Summit Avenue, Milwaukee. 

The public school system of this city afforded Henry M. Thompson 
his educational opportunities and when he was eighteen years of age 
he started out to provide for his own support. His first regular 
position was that of clerk in a retail store, where he was paid a salary 
of four dollars per week. From that humble start he has steadily 
advanced, winning promotions by his faithfulness and efficiency. He 
became identified with financial affairs as an employe in the old 
Marine National Bank, where at first he occupied a minor clerical 
position. Remaining with the institution until 1888, he thoroughly 
acquainted himself with every phase of the banking business, gaining 
knowledge that proved of the greatest possible benefit to him in his 
financial operations in later years, as he conducted important lumber- 
ing and manufacturing interests. In 1890 he joined the Joseph Dessert 
Company, of which he became a stockholder and director, and they 
continued to profitably operate in the manufacture and sale of lumber 
until their timber supply was exhausted. When they ceased to operate 
their mill in 1902 Mr. Thompson returned to Milwaukee, where he 
has since been actively or financially interested in a number of im- 
portant business enterprises. He is now a member of the board of 
the First Wisconsin National Bank and has done active work on its 
more important committees. He is also a director of the First Wis- 
consin Trust Company and of many other corporations, being particu- 
larly identified with lumber and paper mills, his efforts being a 
contributing element to the business expansion of the state. ° 

At Mosinee, Marathon County, Wisconsin, on the Ist of March, 
1888, Mr. Thompson married Miss Stella Dessert, a native of that 
place and a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Dessert, who became 
residents of Mosinee during the era of its early development. Her 
father was born in lower Canada in 1819. His maternal uncles had 
been fur traders and on attaining his majority, Joseph Dessert became 
an employe of the American Fur Company at La Pointe, spending 
the next three years there and along the Mississippi River. In 1844 
he visited Canada and then returned to Wisconsin, securing a position 
in the sawmill of John L. Moore in Mosinee. He earned a wage of 
sixteen dollars per month and board but this was in the beginning 
of the lumber industry there and money was scarce so that he was 
paid in lumber, which in the spring was taken by the river route to 
the markets of Galena, Illinois, and St. Louis, Missouri. He remained 
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in the employ of Mr. Moore until 1849 and in the fall of that year 
formed a partnership with William Pentecost, Henry Cate and James 
Etheridge and began the operation of a lumber mill which they 
rented. Several changes occurred in the partnership which in 1854 
became Dessert & Cate, so continuing until 1859. They sold their 
lumber in Missouri but “wildcat banks” and money almost caused 
their ruin and left them in debt to the extent of eighty-two thousand 
dollars. Mr. Cate then withdrew from the firm but Mr. Dessert 
decided to struggle on and though he faced many difficulties and 
obstacles after the close of the Civil War the lumber industry pros- 
pered and Mr. Dessert not only paid off every financial obligation 
but became a millionaire through the successful conduct of his busi- 
ness. ‘In 1880 his nephew, Louis Dessert, joined him in a partnership 
that continued until 1890, when the Joseph Dessert Lumber Company 
was formed, the stockholders in addition to Joseph Dessert being 
Louis Dessert and Mr. and Mrs. Henry Mayo Thompson, the latter 
Mr. Joseph Dessert’s daughter. This company continued to operate 
the mill until its supply of timber was exhausted, but all told they 
cleared forty-three thousand acres of pine, hemlock and hardwood. Mr. 
Dessert died in 1910, having left an indelible impress upon the 
history of the lumber industry in this state. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thompson have one daughter, Mrs. Edith Mont- 
gomery, who is a graduate of the Milwaukee Downer Seminary and 
of Miss Masters School at Dobbs Ferry, New York. She has one 
son, Andrew Thompson Montgomery, sixteen years of age, who took 
his preparatory course in Kent School of Connecticut and is now a 
student in Cornell University. Mr. and Mrs. Thompson own and 
occupy a beautiful home at 3288 North Lake Drive, Milwaukee. Mrs. 
Thompson traces her ancestry back to Colonial times and she is a 
member of the Daughters of the American Revolution and of the 
Colonial Dames and has been very active and popular in other organi- 
zations. Mr. Thompson has ever been interested in public affairs, 
supporting all measures for the benefit of city and state, yet at no 
time has he sought public office in recognition of his progressive and 
loyal citizenship. He has long been a generous contributor to various 
philanthropic and charitable movements and is a faithful member 
of the Plymouth Congregational Church. His ancestral connection 
with America during the Colonial epoch is indicated in his identifica- 
tion with the Sons of the American Revolution, and his connection 
with the social activities of his adopted city through the passing 
years is shown in his membership in the Milwaukee Club and the 
Milwaukee Athletic Club. His has been an active, honorable and 
well spent life, winning him the unqualified regard of his associates, 
from his early youth to the present time. 


GEORGE BERNHARDT SKOGMO is widely known as a leading lawyer 
of Milwaukee, as an influential Republican of Wisconsin and as a 
man of broad humanitarian spirit who has long sought to alleviate 
the hardships of the unfortunate. He has the ability to concentrate 
thoroughly upon the single issue or activity before him and thus 
he successfully accomplishes his purpose, attaining results that 
reach out strongly for the benefit of others. 

Born on a farm at Whalen, Minnesota, August 12, 1880, George 
B. Skogmo is a son of Anton and Johanna (Kuittum) Skogmo, both 
of whom were born and reared in Trondhjem, Norway. Bidding 
adieu to their native land in 1879, they crossed the Atlantic and 
established their home in Fillmore County, Minnesota, where the 
father took up the occupation of farming. He was a cooper by 
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trade and followed that pursuit in Minneapolis for a time, while 
in 1888 he and his brother, John B. Skogmo, became general mer- 
chants at Elbow Lake. Anton Skogmo was long prominent in 
connection with civic affairs, was a stalwart worker in the ranks 
of the Republican party and at one time served as highway com- 
missioner. 

George B. Skogmo completed his general education as a high 
school pupil at River Falls, Wisconsin, in 1902 and the following 
year began reading law in the office of Ferris M. White of River 
Falls, Pierce County, Wisconsin. He was admitted to practice in 
the Wisconsin courts April 24, 1906, and before the Supreme Court 
in 1918. He was a member of the law firm of White & Skogmo at 
River Falls until 1917, after which he practiced independently from 
1917 to 1920. In the meantime he had served as city treasurer 
of River Falls from 1910 to 1912 and in 1913 he was elected to the 
State Senate from the Tenth district, which includes St. Croix, 
Pierce, Pepin and Buffalo counties, remaining a member of the 
State Senate for twelve years or until 1925. He was a member and 
part of the time chairman of the corporations standing committee 
and was the author of much progressive legislation, notably the 
marketing act, passed in 1919, creating the marketing division 
of the board of agriculture. In 1922 he removed to Milwaukee but 
served in the Senate from the Tenth district until January, 1925. 

Mr. Skogmo soon won for himself a prominent position at the 
Milwaukee bar, the general public, as well as the profession, recog- 
nizing his ability to correctly handle important and involved liti- 
gation and he soon gained a large clientele. From March, 1924, 
until January 1, 1938, he was special assistant district attorney for 
Milwaukee County, his court work including the trial of four hundred 
and fifty criminal cases. He prosecuted the case of the blue-sky 
law in the” state versus Krutzer, in which the constitutionality 
of the law was established, a case that attracted wide attention. 
On his retirement from the office of special assistant district attorney 
he resumed the private practice of law in 1933 and has largely spe- 
cialized in matters relating to securities, being recognized as an 
authority upon that phase of legal procedure. He is a safe coun- 
selor and capable advocate, strong in argument and at all times 
clear in his reasoning. He belongs to the Milwaukee County Bar 
Association, the Wisconsin State Bar Association and the American 
Bar Association. 

Mr. Skogmo has also wielded a wide influence over political 
thought and action and in 1922 was chairman of the Republican 
campaign committee, while at all times he works earnestly for party 
successes. Since 1936 he has been Norwegian vice-consul for Wis- 
consin and was president of the Scandinavian Society of Milwaukee 
for several years. Formerly he was president and is now a member 
of the board of the Society for the Iriendless, was on the board 
of the Wisconsin Humane Society for several years and was presi- 
dent of the International Institute of Milwaukee County for a number 
of years. Fraternally he is a Mason, connected with both the York 
and Scottish Rite bodies. 

Mr. Skogmo married Louise Choate Campbell, who was born 
and reared in Minnesota and who is an active member of the First 
Church of Christ, Scientist. Mr. and Mrs. Skogmo had two children. 
The daughter, Jean, was educated in the Milwaukee Teachers Col-. 
lege and the University of Wisconsin and is now the wife of Paul H. 
Gilkerson, of Milwaukee, and the mother of two children, Joan and 
Karen. Captain Hiram Campbell Skogmo, the son, attended 
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the University of Wisconsin. He was killed in action over 
Kmden, Germany, on December 11, 1948. Captain Skogmo was 
squadron leader of a unit operating with the Eighth Air Force in 
England and participated in numerous bombing missions in the 
Juropean theater after going overseas. His ship, Six Nights in 
Telergma, was the one which narrowly escaped being blown to bits 
when its bomb doors opened only part way in a raid over Bremen. 
Captain Skogmo married Jane Martin of Milwaukee, on February 
11, 1943. 


WALTER HENRY BENDER ranks high among Milwaukee’s most 
public-spirited citizens, and during the long years of his residence 
here has labored indefatigably for the best interests of Wisconsin’s 
metropolis. For forty-three years he has been active in the practice 
of law and is now senior partner in the firm of Bender, Trump & 
McIntyre. Born in Milwaukee County, his ancestral record is traced 
back to’ Alsace-Lorraine on his father’s side and to Holland through 
his mother, although the family was established in America in Co- 
lonial times. His grandfather, Peter Bender, a native of Onondago 
County, New York, became a tanner and shoemaker. Remaining in 
the East until 1846, he then brought his family to Wisconsin and 
opened a general store on what was then Perry Street in Milwaukee, 
but afterward acquired land on the Milwaukee River about four 
miles beyond the north boundary of the city, where, by special act 
of the State Legislature, he was allowed to build what is still known 
as Bender’s dam and to erect a gristmill and sawmill on the site, 
to be operated by the waterpower thus provided. He there erected 
a substantial brick residence that is still standing, and for many 
years he remained a valued and popular resident of his community, 
passing away there in 1876. 

His son, William Harrison Bender, father of Walter H. Bender, 
was born in the State of New York in 1840 and was therefore only 
about six years of age when the family home was established in 
Wisconsin, after they had made the trip westward on one of the 
old time sailing vessels that plied the Great Lakes. He obtained his 
education in a country school near the old homestead and remained 
upon the farm until he reached the age of forty-six, when he removed 
to Milwaukee and conducted business as a tea, coffee and spice mer- 
chant. He reached an advanced age, passing away in 1938 after 
reaching the ninety-eighth milestone on life’s journey. His wife, 
Helen Colyer Bender, died February 6, 1944, at the age of ninety-nine. 

The public schools of Milwaukee provided Walter Henry Bender 
his early educational opportunities. Reared in the city in which he 
was born July 22, 1879, he was graduated from the Hast Side high 
school in 1896 and afterward enrolled as a student in the Milwaukee 
Normal School, where he finished a course in 1898. He next became 
a student in the University of Wisconsin College of Law, and gained 
his LL.B. degree as a member of the class of 1901. In the same year 
he opened an office in Milwaukee, where he continued in private prac- 
tice until 1906, when he was appointed assistant city attorney, which 
office he filled for four years, when he resigned to resume private 
practice as a member of the law firm of Doerfler, Green & Bender. 
Some time later Mr. Green withdrew and Mr. Doerfler was called 
to the bench of the Supreme Court of Wisconsin. Accordingly in 1922 
_ the firm became Hoyt, Bender & McIntyre and several changes in 
partnership have since occurred, leading eventually to the adoption 
of the present firm style of Bender, Trump & McIntyre. In 1918 Mr. 
Bender was appointed deputy attorney general for the state and 
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occupied the position for a year, since which time he has concen- 
trated his efforts and attention upon his law practice, which has 
been one of increasing importance as the years have passed by. He 
has handled a number of important cases for the state. At the re- 
quest of Wisconsin’s railroad commission he took up the matter of 
the administration of the state rent regulation act and served as 
director of that department for a time. He has been licensed to 
practice in all the courts of the state and also before the United 
States Supreme Court and he is a member of the Milwaukee County, 
the Wisconsin State and the American Bar associations and has 
served as president of the local association. 

Mr. Bender has been particularly active along lines leading to 
civic betterment and progress, his cooperation being given at all 
times to measures and movements for the general good. Keeping 
well informed on the political questions and issues of the day, he has 
nevertheless maintained an independent course, voting as his judg- 
ment ‘dictates. At one time he was president of the City Club of 
Milwaukee and for five years he filled the office of president of the 
Citizens Bureau of Milwaukee. He is an earnest and active member 
of Calvary Presbyterian Church and has the distinction of having 
served as one of its elders for thirty years—a longer period than 
any other incumbent in the position. He ranks high as a successful 
lawyer, a progressive citizen and as a companionable man who has 
many friends. 

On Thanksgiving day of 1910 Mr. Bender was united in marriage 
to Miss Catherine Dalgleish, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. David 
Dalgleish. Her father was one of the early and prominent settlers of 
Milwaukee and was the designer and builder of the present style 
of greenhouses. He built the greenhouse for the Columbian Exposi- 
tion in Chicago in 18938. He was of Scotch descent and he died on 
Christmas day of 1912. Mr. and Mrs. Bender’s family numbered 
two daughters. The elder, Helen Marion, who attended the Ken- 
tucky College for Women, is now the wife of Robert H. Kappelmann 
of Milwaukee and has four children—Walter Edwin, Kathleen, and 
Russell and Sandra, twins. June Elizabeth Bender, a graduate of 
the University of Michigan, received her master’s degree in social 
service at Smith College and is now a member of the staff of the 
Family Welfare organization in the city of Cincinnati. 


BEVERLY LYON WORDEN, nationally known consulting and con- 
tracting engineer, was president of Cutler-Hammer, Inc., of Milwau- 
kee and New York at the time of his death. His life record covered 
the intervening period between February 8, 1871, when he was born 
in Chicago, and March 28, 1981, when he passed away in West 
Orange, New Jersey. His father, Albert Lyon Worden, was born in 
Dutchess County, New York, April 29, 1837, and died in Milwaukee 
August 18, 1912. It was in 1848 that he was brought by his parents 
to Wisconsin and he was educated in Lawrence College and in the 
University of Michigan. On the 25th of September, 1862, in Michi- 
gan, he enlisted in the Union Army and served on the United States 
gunboats Michigan and Black Hawk in the blockade of the Missis- 
sippi River. 

After receiving his discharge from the army on March 5, 1863, 
Albert L. Worden returned to the University of Michigan and was 
graduated with the degree of Bachelor of Laws, after which he 
engaged in the practice of his chosen profession in Chicago and 
Milwaukee. In 1881 he began dealing in real estate in Milwaukee, 
where he ranked as a representative business man. In his political 
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views he was a stanch Republican. He served as alderman and took 
a most active interest in civic affairs and in the development of the 
educational system and the park system of the city and was one of 
the founders and promoters of the South Side Advancement Associa- 
tion. He measured up to the highest standards of citizenship, and 
at all times he proudly wore the little bronze button that proclaimed 
him a member of the Grand Army of the Republic. 

Beverly L. Worden, son of Albert Lyon and Annie Worden, pur- 
sued his advanced education in the University of Wisconsin, where 
he won the Bachelor of Science degree in civil engineering as a mem- 
ber of the class of 1893. In 1901 he organized the Worden-Allen 
Company, consulting and contracting engineers, and remained presi- 
dent of the corporation from the beginning until 1921, carrying on 


a business as manufacturers and general contractors of steel struc- — 


tures in Milwaukee and Buffalo, New York. In 1909 he organized 
the Lackawanna Bridge Company of Buffalo, continuing as its presi- 
dent for fifteen years or until 1924. He served the Newark, New 
Jersey, Shipyards as general manager and built one hundred and 
fifty steel boats for the Emergency Flect Corporation during the first 
World War period. Later he became president of Cutler-Hammer, 
Inc., of New York and Milwaukee, foremost business of its kind in 
the field of electrical controls. He was familiar with all the advanced 
scientific principles which underlie steel construction of every char- 
acter and his ability and achievements won him prominent place 
among the most successful men in that field of labor. Mr. Worden 
was also a director of the Buffalo Sand and Gravel Company and his 
many activities made him an important factor in the world’s engi- 
neering work, including active membership in the American Society 
of Mechanical Engineers, the American Institute of Mining and 
Metallurgical Engineers and in the Western Society of Engineers. 

Mr. Worden was an Episcopalian in his religious connection and 
fraternally was a Mason. He belonged to the University Club of 
Chicago, in Milwaukee and in Buffalo and to the Union League Club 
of New York. At one time he was president of the University Club 
at Milwaukee. 

In early manhood Mr. Worden married Miss Katharine Elizabeth 
Taylor, of Milwaukee. They had two daughters, Elizabeth Robson 
and Anne Catharine. The elder daughter is now Mrs. Bruno V. 
Bitker, of Milwaukee, mentioned elsewhere in this publication. A 
niece, Mrs. C. R. McCallum, also resides in Milwaukee. Mrs. Worden 
died at the family home in West Orange, New Jersey, on May 28, 
1943. 


BRUNO VOLTAIRE BITKER, a prominent member of the Wisconsin 
bar, was admitted to practice in 1921. He was born in Milwaukee, 
on February 5, 1898, a son of Jacob L. and Sarah (Rubin) Bitker. 
In emigrating to this country as a boy, his father settled first in 
northern Wisconsin, in the community that subsequently became 
known as Algoma, Wisconsin. Later he moved to Milwaukee, where 
he married Sarah Rubin, a member of one of the pioneer families of 
that city. For more than fifty years J. L. Bitker was prominently 
identified with the business life of Milwaukee. Among other inter- 
ests he was president of the Bitker-Gerner Company, a leading ladies 
ready-to-wear shop. He was prominently associated with many char- 
itable and civic movements, particularly anything for the betterment 
of social conditions. At one time he was on the Mayor’s Industrial 
Disputes Commission, which aided in maintaining peaceful relation- 
ship between employers and employes in Milwaukee. For many years 


peri, 
“tt RO - 


Oe te ee RR NE ETRE De 


gisiesy ss 


Miggit ts 19 aT ort, ae 
tsiaias id sinh 
tnieabiel 2 


0 Sen pe a eee NRE ea =~ 
rs " : ee LE A tI a ml Nl 


* 


pan rrr erase siete 
“pelt 20 ses ay ak 
1s a HEN ES 

Si¥ptdinoniss ym 
iis pret yieisty. Yes 
poset gles “a dell st) “ose 
hinged 
. Duby 10 Wl 

ys t 7 \ 
ist» irvi 
ane iw 


eroorche 


arobto'y: ¢ 
ay eyIOY 


igri {? 


ot} aye er WT omit 
A2oty Wereipmis: Dox 
‘ aa 
1 AEE! 
eiiy loots To . 
pao Bd RA 


fit oie 


(* BY 


bi Tidsd 2 
sf 4 


, 
rit ihe 
‘Sip FO 
LISI) 


» BAM 


eet bee pi? 
LO 
Sea Cotes (HN 23 


sti i 


' 
Wisvis 
LiZoHHO? Bi 


ye bil 


t 
ue St soMTu 


i Pat: yoy pd yeh be Pigest 


‘ 0) %j tans bea, z 
hyat 


Pisces 


Enh? was 


no .wosttut 


mignnoer yy oft) Te 
soda ll, eae rat 
(rigs 


head fine, 
TAs 


- she asrortts 
Wisi tis 1 i MALBG ad Lavtex 
‘dive bn BiiocsA, citi Hci rag acw of .qoi 

t 40, weit Yrighoarad CORES 
nds eae 4d) 6 Rew ool Stead oO 9k ame 

-Kep bicker Labiomat witinisininge Gt teabsiss doldw at 

; winey, sami r sincendaiiins ni APIO nT oes 


9 


Mock 


ie 
sv 


he haiti off 
yeh bits eile a 9 
hy otf *n ative eq odd 
A shite dine@- orl! Lo at 
aly¢ist ake dash yicl ont ot bir 


eit weer ney fot 
(OL SAIHOS jay TONG : biig £ 
. Avot 
iAP OM 
th bovaoe § 
a hie ass YHS 
sr pads ; af ey wort 
on { 
OMT (ia oe ares ae 
. git; 


Pony + 
Lies % iy i 


terete 


i Ad 
} 


oy) ae 


ib 


ara aK ‘eh net f 


hit 


Hk rl te 
oy es il (il 
‘ tf 
Woes 


ochre 
J ys fat ot 


ul ay 
ced ‘sivssreito9 edt it, 
ith siti S44 RM A ak fhovodt ob pods 
(sonoig Bad te aie to “coanaest, Bid ) he 

ds site bay “adtied Te ty Sa sad? 4 stom 4 
sot i te “oh! sasitigud ab 
“pagh teh eld: ‘to tien 


=, ire +s 


sti was 


gsiond oljal odd otOWw eg 
od) do yl past off to sodinoat a 
fodlA to soe ebte 
ould ci nottgoubs beonav bs, eh bar se 
nis ore sh sonois@ 40 ~oledoeil att now 6 
- 100) ti .GV@E to gealo ocd to. ode 
¥ ctidus «ise bas geiiluenca “casqemtod = 
oli mot) mobtateq10o eilf to oe 
ciiseturent es eaonizud 8 . 2 
fof bas esdeonwhM ast eotsd 
tl 3 fey, yrtmcgerto 9 oybittl. amnewsiise.t ot 
i fnew eiaoy mestt® 101 dob. 
eR IM ety deveait og af ebinyglde crork > 
i od? aot ataod leat, Wi 
borg wi! biroW- 
on pwitlt bie dxet wo to ,.nal © 
_wloane 4 igairtiusto to bleh oll» 
ah au doisdw astqisniva ofidmeioe 
bite Qiitides gid bun 19398 | 
‘itivemope iuont alt yaome go 
tutf oft to toinstib @ cals aawe i 
fi er ne wid she esilivides Yura 
J wylos yribelostohrow yalisost | oe 
1 are sonia {nsicadoslt Yo | 
ber, angered isoig'suilatelé — 
j4 os cow nobroW aM 
mosh | enw vileatoiart 
‘oh hutl ai bee soksawhiM nt ogasidd ” 
wood satis ano dé 


( sors 


its wit pele 
we { 


tabks 


a \' 


iv hyy 


af total 


v8 ci Mig 


oO % wand ae ou 
Sub di seiiaesg of bettimba 2c 
Sik J ‘dooi to dows BREE 6 mast 2 
6 25, YRRDOD ‘eal  galiergion 
i omrhare on 


mT Pe 


oe A pee ‘i - 
one Bate ri a] 


eet 


worg-er eomit tia ts 


t 
Ee 
1 
4 
< ore 


Aw wet to - bi 
| solnawtiM ia: 
pablo W aM hoodnamn yluse al - i. 
sohkwerhih to sol TS a 
ot? antiie). eonth bas 4 
oly bastorddennts asieawliht to roti | 
i ate cahat faults oon RO eM 
ON it sittoud + acnd oat dat 


+ i ic 
he » LOT 
Ss foc en 
a ee 
Aa 
Net 
ip 
a a! 
ity 24 
va oe 
ere 
ae 5 
Pa ae ) i 
4 


ae My 


- ie a 


a 


' a 
i 
cs 


nae iy 4 
‘i 1 
DSi 
fe. 
Ras, : 


(IXohler Studio. } 


&y mt oats 
a 


4 
a 


Pig e 
é hl Rise. 


Gy 


- 


dat) j 


et nt 
oe 


BIOGRAPHY 135 


he was one of the leaders of the Jewish Federated Charities in Mil- 
waukee and was one of the founders of Mount Sinai Hospital. 

Bruno VY. Bitker received his education in the Milwaukee’ public 
and private schools and subsequently at Cornell University. While 
there he was selected for admission to Plattsburg Barracks, New 
York, for military training and later transferred to Fort Sheridan, 
Illinois, where in September, 1918, he was commissioned a second 
lieutenant of infantry, although not yet twenty-one years of age. 
Following his discharge in January, 1919, he returned to Cornell to 
continue his law studies, being graduated with the LL.B. degree in 
1921 and admitted to the Wisconsin bar in the same year. . He has 
likewise been admitted to practice before a number of the Federal 
commissions and courts throughout the country, including the Su- 
preme Court of the United States. 

Mr. Bitker began practice in Milwaukee with Robert N. McMynn 
and later became head of the firm of Bitker, Tierney & Puchner. In 
1937 he was appointed counsel to the governor and then to the posi- 
tion of special assistant attorney general in charge of the investiga- 
tion and prosecution in the notorious Buchman case. ‘This case arose 
as the result of the collapse of one of the largest security houses 
which had been operating in Wisconsin. The result was not only 
the conviction of the officers of the company but the revocation of 
the security licenses of other companies and uncovering criminal 
malfeasance in public offices. He made a distinguished record in 
this connection, performing a service of great value to the state. 

In his practice Mr. Bitker specializes in business and corporation 
law and has been counsel for some of the most important interests in 
Milwaukee. 

In September, 1941, he was named as consultant to the office 
of production management at Washington and in December of the 
same year he was appointed counsel for the State Rationing Ad- 
ministration, which set up the state organization for administering 
the rationing programs during the second World War. In June, 
1942, he was named general counsel to the Wisconsin office of price 
administration and in September, 1948, Mr. Bitker was appointed as 
district director of the OPA in charge of the rent, price and rationing 
control programs. In this he has made a vital contribution towards 
winning the war. Upon his resignation as such in June, 1944, the 
city of Milwaukee presented him with an official tribute in recogni- 
tion of his patriotic services. 

Since 1932 Mr. Bitker has been a member of the Milwaukee Sew- 
erage Commission. This is an honorary position, in that the mem- 
bers serve without compensation. In 1938 he was appointed by 
Secretary of Agriculture Henry Wallace as a member of the Green- 
dale Advisory Committee in connection with the construction and 
development of the Government’s model village. 

Mr. Bitker is a member of Kenwood Lodge, F. & A. M., the Uni- 
versity Club of Milwaukee, the City Club of Milwaukee and with the 
Cornell Alumni Club of Wisconsin, of which he has served as presi- 
dent. In politics he holds to a liberal policy and is not bound by 
party ties. Along strictly professional lines his membership is with 
the Milwaukee County, the Wisconsin State and the American Bar 
associations. He has also been connected with various civic and busi- 
ness organizations. He was active in the musical circles of the city 
and was one of the original sponsors of the movement that resulted in 
the organization of the Milwaukee Friends of Music, of which he was 
the first president. He has done much to create and promote the 
development of this branch of art in his native city. 
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Mr. Bitker married Elizabeth Robson Worden, a daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Beverly Lyon Worden. Mrs. Bitker is prominent in art 
circles of Milwaukee. They have one child, Robert. 


WILLIAM D. BLIss, president of Bliss Brothers Tool Company of 
Milwaukee and dean of the Marquette University College of En- 
gineering, with the development of which his work is outstanding, 
was born in Alfred, New York, April 14, 1887, a son of William E. 
and Mary Catherine (Remick) Bliss. The family came to Wisconsin 
in 1907 and for a few years resided in Green Bay, where the father 
had charge of a glove factory. Later he retired from business and 
came to Milwaukee. The two sons of the family are William D. and 
R. P. Bliss, the latter now vice president and manager of the Bliss 
Brothers Tool Company. 

In his native state William D. Bliss attended public school, com- 
pleting the work of the grades and the high school, after which he 
attended Milton College and then enrolled as a student in the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin, where he won the Bachelor of Science degree in 
chemical engineering. Later he was awarded the professional degree 
of Mechanical Engineer at Marquette University. While still in 
college he had worked with the Allis-Chalmers Company, with which 
he continued for a time following his graduation. Previous to his 
college work he became a journeyman machinist and spent some time 
in connection with the oil industry in the State of New York and 
also in southern Illinois and in 1914 he entered the educational field 
as instructor of mechanical engineering in the engineering depart- 
ment of Marquette University, being advanced to head of mechanical 
engineering there in 1919, thus taking on a full professorship. He 
has done work of a distinctive and beneficial character since entering 
Marquette. He was largely instrumental in introducing the coopera- 
tive plan of engineering education whereby the upper classmen di- 
vided their time between classroom study and practical experience 
in Milwaukee’s industrial plants. When he proposed this plan he first 
secured the cooperation of fifteen of the city’s industries and four 
times that number were listed when the plan was suspended for the 
duration of the war. In 1921 Mr. Bliss organized the chemical en- 
gineering department at Marquette. He continued to head the co- 
operative plan until 1926 and in 1928 he went to Texas to become 
head of the mechanical engineering department of the Agricultural 
and Mechanical College of that state, remaining in that position for 
two years. 

Mr. Bliss then returned to Milwaukee to look after his private 
business interests and in 1930 was again appointed to direct the 
chemical engineering department of the Marquette University College 
of Engineering. In 1944 recognition of his skill and ability in this 
educational branch came to him when he was made dean of the 
College of Engineering. In 1942 he was made director of industrial 
relations and as such had charge of placing students in positions 
with Milwaukee’s manufacturing plants, as a part of their cooperative 
system of education. He has shown far-sighted discrimination in 
this, and has done much to place the qualified students in paying 
positions. His private business affairs are carefully and systematically 
managed, so that excellent results have followed and the Bliss 
Brothers Tool Company is today one of the profitable manufacturing 
concerns of the city. 

Mr. Bliss is widely known:in scientific circles and he belongs to 
the Engineers Society of Milwaukee and the American Society of 
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Mechanical Engineers, having served as president of the former. His 
college fraternity is Sigma Phi Delta. 

Mr. Bliss married Margaret Frances Post, a native of Milton, 
Rock County, Wisconsin, and a daughter of George W. and Mary E. 
(Goodrich) Post. The Goodrich family came to Wisconsin in 1839, 
almost a decade before the admission of the state to the Union, 
traveling overland from the East in a covered wagon and settling in 
Rock County, where Ezra Goodrich, the pioneer, operated a trading 
post in the early days. Mr. and Mrs. Bliss have a family of two 
children: William D. Bliss Jr., who is a graduate of the Wauwatosa 
high school and is now in military service as a private first class, 
and Frances Jean, who was also graduated from the Wauwatosa high 
school and from the University of Wisconsin. She is now a medical 
technologist, serving as a hospital apprentice first class in connection 
with the United States Navy Women’s Reserve. 


JAMES ELTON COLEMAN,* a member of the law firm of Coleman, 
McCauley & Becker of Milwaukee, was admitted to the bar in 1913 
and has been a representative of the legal profession in Wisconsin 
since 1918, being today counsel for some of the leading corporations 
of this city and elsewhere. Born at Chester, Queen Anne County, 
Maryland, September 7, 1889, he is a son of Joseph KE. and Ella 
Lee (Ackley) Coleman. It was in the 1820s that the Coleman 
family was established in Maryland by ancestors who came from 
Ireland. George A. Coleman, grandfather of James Elton Coleman, 
was a Civil War veteran. Joseph EK. Coleman, the father, was born 
in Johnson City, Tennessee, and followed the leather tanning busi- 
ness in his native state and the merchandising business in Maryland. 
He was a prominent Republican in a Democratic community—a man 
who never hesitated to support his honest convictions—and he served 
as inspector of the Chester River lighthouse system. He died 
February 7, 1898, when his son James was but eight years of age. 
The mother, Mrs. Ella Lee Coleman, was born in Bristol, Tennessee, 
and was a member of a prominent Virginian family, being a descend- 
ant of William Ackerly of Natural Bridge, Virginia. 

Having lost his father when a young lad, James E. Coleman was 
largely reared in Maryland, where as a boy he began work on a 
newspaper, with which he worked his way upward through successive 
promotions until he was made assistant circulation manager of the 
Baltimore News. He was also a reporter on the Baltimore Sun 
for a time. Utilizing every opportunity for the acquirement of an 
education and for general advancement, he was graduated from 
the City College of Baltimore in 1906 and from the A. B. Milton 
University of Maryland in 1910. He entered the legal department of 
the Western Maryland Railroad Company and for a time was con- 
nected with the legal department of the Maryland Casualty Com- 
pany. He became a member of the bar when he was graduated from 
the Baltimore Law School, now merged with the University of 
Maryland, with the Bachelor of Laws degree in 1918. The same 
year he was admitted to practice at the Maryland bar, and five 
years later, in 1918, he was licensed to practice in the courts of 
Wisconsin. 

Settling in Milwaukee, he was made a member of the legal ad- 
visory board and he also attended the Officers Training Camp of 
the Northwestern Military and Naval Academy at Lake Geneva. 
Settling down to active practice in Milwaukee, he was first a member 
of the law firm of Coleman, Kreuger, McCauley & Taugher. Since 


* Died June 29, 1945. 
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then several changes have occurred in his partnership relations. 
Me was successively a member of the firm of Coleman, Murphy & 
McCauley, Coleman & Barry and now of Coleman, McCauley & 
Becker, the firm occupying a most creditable position at the Mil- 
waukee bar. Mr. Coleman specializes in his practice in insurance 
and commercial surety law and is the legal representative of a 
number of important corpcrations, being counsel for Wisconsin for 
the American Surety Company, the Maryland Casualty Company, 
New Amsterdam Casualty Company, the Century Indemnity Com- 
pany, the New York Casualty Company, the Northwestern National 
Casualty Company of Milwaukee, the Massachusetts Mutual Life 
Insurance Company and others. At one time he was general counsel 
of the American Founders Fire Insurance Company of Milwaukee, 
which later was merged with another corporation. 

Mr. Coleman belongs to the Milwaukee County, Wisconsin State 
and American Bar associations and by his confreres and contem- 
poraries in practice is accorded a place of distinction in legal circles. 
He has connection with the International Association of Insurance 
Counsels and he has prepared various papers on insurance for the 
Marquette Law School and also written largely for bar association 
journals. 

Mr. Coleman belongs to the Methodist Episcopal church and is 
a thirty-second degree Scottish Rite Mason. In club circles he is 
also well known, belonging to the Wisconsin Club and the Milwaukee 
Athletic Club, also to the Fin and Feather Club. He has membership 
in the Wisconsin Historical Society and he gives his political alle- 
giance to the Republican party, which he has supported since aye 
conferred on him the right of franchise. 

On March 7, 1940, in Milwaukee, Mr. Coleman married Helen 
Clara Schumacher who was born in Cedarburg, Ozaukee County, 
Wisconsin, the daughter of Henry F. and Adele Steffen Schumacher. 
As a result of this marriage he has one daughter, Lee Ackerly Cole- 
man. Mr. Coleman owns a home in Whitefish Bay, Milwaukee, and 
a home in northern Wisconsin and there has opportunity to indulge 
in fishing and hunting, which are his favorite recreational interests. 


ARTHUR C. GERBER is the secretary-treasurer and active manager 
of Charles Gerber & Son, Inc., conducting an extensive undertaking 
business at 1300 West Juneau Street in Milwaukee, and is of the 
third generation of the family active in this field of endeavor. He 
was born in Milwaukee, March 29, 1888, a son of Charles and Ida L. 
(Wilde) Gerber. The father, who was born in Milwaukee, Septem- 
ber 11, 1862, was a son of August Gerber, a native of Germany, who 
became one of the pioneer residents of Wisconsin and made for him- 
self a place among the substantial business men of this city. He 
first engaged in the manufacture of soap but some time later sold 
his factory and in 1883 established a livery business on Eleventh 
Street, while at the same time he engaged in the undertaking and 
embalming business. He married Marie Grether, a native of Switzer- 
land, who died in 1906, while he passed away some years later. 

Their son, Charles Gerber, received his educational training in 
Milwaukee’s public schools but left high school to assist his father 
in the undertaking business, which had been growing rapidly. In 
1885 August Gerber had built a substantial brick barn on Eleventh 
Street and at that time he admitted his son to a partnership in the 
business under the firm style of August Gerber & Son. When the 
senior partner and founder of the business retired in 1888, the firm 
of Best & Gerber was organized and the business was so continued 
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until 1891, when Charles Gerber withdrew and in 1893 established 
an independent business which has since been conducted by the fam- 
ily, Arthur C. Gerber entering the business under the firm name of 
Charles Gerber & Son. Charles Gerber made many improvements in 
the business and about 1910 erected a fine building for mortuary 
purposes, which he fully supplied with the latest and most modern 
equipment. The building contains the various rooms adequate to 
the successful conduct of the business. Here he remained in active 
control until his death, which occurred on the 7th of December, 1931, 
when he had reached the age of sixty-nine years. He is survived by 
his wife, who for some time assisted him in the business and is now 
the president of the company. Charles Gerber originated and manu- 
factured an embalming fluid which is still being made by the com- 
pany. It was on the 19th of May, 1886, that Charles Gerber married 
Ida L. Wilde, a daughter of August Wilde, who was born in Ger- 
many and came to the United States in 1848, settling in New Berlin, 
Waukesha County, Wisconsin. He followed the occupation of farm- 
ing and at a very early day engaged in making horseshoe nails by 
hand, while later he established a factory and used machinery in 
turning out his product. He employed a number of workmen and 
built for them log houses, thus long antedating the social service 
ideas of the present. He also used ox teams to haul his materials 
and to deliver the finished product to the market. Charles Gerber 
was a member of the Frieden Evangelical Church and he had mem- 
bership with the Knights of Pythias and the Modern Woodmen of 
America, while in politics he voted independently but always kept 
in close touch with the vital questions and issues of his day. 

Arthur C. Gerber, who was an only child, attended the grade 
schools of Milwaukee and then entered the West Division high school. 
He studied undertaking and embalming under the direction of his 
father, with whom he became associated in the business on leaving 
school. He was elected secretary-treasurer of the company, with 
his mother as the president, following the death of his father and 
is now in executive control of the business, with which he is thor- 
oughly familiar in every detail. The Gerber funeral home is today 
one of the finest in Milwaukee. All modern improvements and meth- 
ods have been introduced and the establishment furnishes every fa- 
cility required in connection with the care of the dead. Dignity 
characterizes the conduct of all funeral services and the methods 
of the house are highly satisfactory to their many patrons. For 
sixty years or more this business has been carried on by the family 
in Milwaukee, and Arthur C. Gerber is a member of the Local, State 
and National Funeral Directors associations. 

In 1918 Mr. Gerber married Mamie Ruehl, who was born in 
Milwaukee, a daughter of Louis and Minnie (Frank) Ruehl, who 
were early German settlers of New Berlin, Waukesha County, where 
they made their home until their removal to Milwaukee.. Mr. and 
Mrs. Gerber have one son, Carl L., who is a graduate of the West 
Division high school of Milwaukee and was inducted into the army 
as a member of the military police. He has been active in the De 
Molay order, the young men’s auxiliary of Masonry, and is a past 
master counselor of Malta Chapter. Mr. Gerber has long been 
active in Masonic circles and has membership in Kilbourn Lodge No. 
3, IF. & A.M.; Kilbourn Chapter No. 1, R.A.M.; Kilbourn Council 
No. 9, R. & S.M.; Henry L. Palmer Commandery No. 42, K.T.; Wis- 
consin Consistory of the Scottish Rite; and is a shriner of Tripoli 
Temple, while he and his wife and his mother are members of Byron 
Kilbourn Chapter No. 195 of the Order of the Eastern Star and 
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are also members of the Frieden Evangelical Church, in which he 
formerly served on the church council. He likewise has membership 
with the Elks, the Eagles, the Modern Woodmen of America, the 
Knights of Pythias, the Kiwanis Club and the Equitable Reserve 
Association, being in hearty sympathy with the high purposes of 
these different organizations. 


JULIUS H. GOLL is the proprietor of the J. H. Goll Company, dis- 
tributors of household and institutional linens and cottons, the busi- 
ness being carried on at 301 North Water Street in Milwaukee. The 
name of Goll has long been associated with merchandising in this 
city, for Julius H. Goll is a grandson of the Julius Goll who was one 
of the founders of the Goll & Frank Company in 1852. That business 
maintained a continuous and successful existence for ninety-two 
years under the direction of various members of the Goll and Frank 
families. 

The grandfather, Julius Goll, was born in Biberach, Wurtemberg, 
Germany, February 16, 1823, and there, after obtaining a common 
school education, was apprenticed to Michel Friess, a dry goods mer- 
chant, under whose direction he learned the business. Then he spent 
several years as a dry goods salesman in Paris and Lyons, France, 
and in Mulhausen, Alsace. Attracted by the rapidly developing busi- 
ness opportunities of the new world he took passage on a westward 
bound ship and arrived in Milwaukee in 1848. For a time he clerked 
in a dry goods store in New York and then made his way westward 
to Holland, Michigan, but while there became ill and had to go to a 
hospital in Chicago. Following his recovery he sought a new business 
location and was attracted to Milwaukee by reason of its large German 
population and its promising commercial outlook. Accordingly he 
established a small dry goods store here in 1848, in partnership with 
Henry Stern, their location being on East Water Street. In 1852 the 
firm became Goll & Frank and so continued until 1929, when sons 
and grandsons of the original partners liquidated and established 
other businesses. From 1852 until 1884 they conducted both a whole- 
sale and retail store, after which they concentrated upon the wholesale 
trade, withdrawing from the retail field. From time to time their 
increased trade necessitated the erection of larger buildings, or addi- 
tions to the ones already existing, and for almost a century the house 
of Goll & Frank occupied a foremost position in the commercial 
circles of Milwaukee. In addition to his mercantile interests, Julius 
Goll became vice president of the Merchants Exchange Bank and 
served on its board of directors. He was also a director of the Con- 
cordia Fire Insurance Company of this city. His death here occurred 
January 1, 1896. His wife, Margaret (Humble) Goll, was born at 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, July 10, 1825, and in 1848 came to the United 
States with her parents. She too spent her last days in Milwaukee, 
dying October 11, 1901. 

Fred T. Goll, the only son of Julius and Margaret (Humble) Goll, 
was born in Milwaukee in 1854 and after receiving instruction in a 
private school entered his father’s business, in which he advanced 
through industry, thoroughness and merit until he was elected presi- 
dent of the Goll & Frank Company at his father’s death. In the same 
year, 1896, he was elected a director and vice president of the First 
National Bank, retaining that official connection until the bank’s 
consolidation with the Wisconsin National Bank under the present 
style of the First Wisconsin National Bank, which he represented as 
a director until his death. He occupied a very high and enviable posi- 
tion in commercial and financial circles of the city and in 1899 served 
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as president of the Milwaukee Association of Commerce, which was 
then known as the Merchants & Manufacturers Association. 

Fred T. Goll married Eleonora Inbush, daughter of John D. 
Inbush, one of the early wholesale grocers of Milwaukee. Their family 
numbered two sons and three daughters: Julius H.; Harry I., who 
died January 13, 1940; Josephine E.; Mrs. Eleanor Wiegle; and Mrs. 
A. J. Luedke. The father, Fred T. Goll, passed away in 1931. After 
the liquidation of the Goll & Frank Company in 1929 he organized 
the firm of Fred T. Goll & Sons, and they continued in the same line 
of business as the parent firm until 1939, while the Frank family 
established the Frank Specialty Company. Fred T. Goll thus left a 
substantial business to be carried on by his sons. 

Julius H. Goll, the elder son, was born in Milwaukee, March 16, 
1879, and after acquiring his education in the city schools he became 
associated with the Goll & Frank Company and following its dis- 
solution was with the Fred T. Goll & Sons Company. His business 
training was thorough and comprehensive and well qualified him 
for the added responsibilities which he assumed with the passing 
years. In 1938 he organized his present business under the name of 
the J. H. Goll Company and has since been engaged in the sale of 
household and institutional linens and cottons. He has built up an 
extensive trade, which is carried on in the same building that was 
erected by the Goll & Frank Company in 1897 and still remains one 
of the substantial commercial structures of the city. 

Julius H. Goll married Clara Jacho. Fraternally he is a Mason 
of high degree with membership in Independence Lodge No. 80, F. 
& A. M., the council, chapter, Knights Templar Commandery, the 
consistory and Tripoli Temple of the Shrine. He also belongs to the 
Milwaukee Athletic Club and to the Wisconsin Club. The same spirit 
of ambition and enterprise which brought his grandfather to the 
new world and has actuated later members of the family is also 
manifest in Julius H. Goll, who maintains a place among the progres- 
sive merchants of the city, where the name of Goll has been so long 
known and highly honored. 


CARROLL G. PEARSE, superintendent of Milwaukee city schools 
from 1904 to 1913 and president of Milwaukee State Normal School 
from 1913 to 1923, was born on a farm near Tabor, Iowa, November 
2, 1858, a son of Sherman R. and Sarah (Gardner) Pearse, the eldest 
of six children. He lived as a boy on the Iowa farm and in the tradi- 
tional sod house on a Nebraska homestead. His early education was 
received in the public schools of these two pioneer states. In 1881, 
after teaching some terms of country school, he entered Doane Col- 
lege at Crete, Nebraska, attending until 1884, when he withdrew to 
become principal of the graded school at Wilber, the county seat. He 
continued his studies by himself, and the college in 1886 awarded him 
its normal diploma. In 1913 he received the honorary degree of LL.D. 
from New Hampshire State College (now the State University) for 
educational leadership and distinguished achievement in the field of 
school administration. 

After four years as principal at Wilber he was elected superin- 
tendent of the schools at Beatrice, Nebraska, the county seat of Gage 
County, having a population of about ten thousand people. Serving 
here for seven years, the board of education in Omaha in 1895 called 
him to the superintendency of the schools of that city. In 1893 he 
was president of the Nebraska State Teachers Association and in the 
summer of 1898 he organized, at Omaha, the Transmississippi [du- 
cation Convention, which was attended by several thousand teachers 
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from that region. The Transmississippi Summer School of Superin- 
tendence was held in Omaha in 1903 and was conducted by Mr. Pearse 
with a large number of superintendents and principals from the ter- 
ritory in attendance. 

Mr. Pearse was elected superintendent of the Milwaukee schools 
in 1904. The city at that time was just changing over from the ear- 
lier “aggregated village’ type of organization. A new law passed by 
the Legislature gave a more professional and business like adminis- 
trative set up, allowing the board more independence of action. This 
made possible, during the nine years of Superintendent Pearse’s serv- 
ice, many important changes in policy and operation. In his final 
report to the board in June, 1918, he called attention to a number 
of these, among them the following: the number of pupils per teacher 
equalized to relieve overcrowded primary rooms; substantial modifi- 
cations in elementary and high school courses of study, better to meet 
modern demands; daily ‘individual help” periods in which teachers 
gave special help to pupils needing it; special promotions for pupils 
able to progress faster than their classmates; ungraded or ‘‘oppor- 
tunity” classes for pupils who cannot fit into regular classes; half 
yearly promotions established; all pupils finishing elementary grades 
encouraged to enter high school, with special attention given to enter- 
ing pupils to prevent discouragement and failure; number of failures 
in all grades greatly reduced; percentage of pupils in upper elemen- 
ary and high school grades largely increased, statistics showing that, 
of pupils enrolled in all grades, the number attending high school had 
increased from 47 in 1904 to 86 in 1913; nature lessons and school 
gardens made a part of regular school work and illustrated lecture 
service to schools at the public museum extended; manual training 
and cooking lessons extended to all seventh and eighth grade classes 
and parochial schools; a boys’ trade school and a school of trades for 
girls established; penny lunches introduced; classes in the Polish and 
Italian languages made available in elementary schools; the “truancy” 
department reorganized as the “attendance” department; the cost of 
textbooks substantially reduced. 

Mr. Pearse recognized also the necessity for trained supervision in 
certain subjects other than music, and supervisors were appointed for 
physical training, for manual and household arts, for drawing and 
design, and for the primary grades. Heads of departments were au- 
thorized in the high schools. In collaboration with the school archi- 
tect he worked out plans for new types of school buildings. The ele- 
mentary type, only two stories, had gymnasium and assembly hall 
on the ground floor; the high school, with gymnasiums for boys and 
for girls on the ground floor, had on the first floor a large auditorium 
with full stage for school activities ; classrooms occupied the remaining 
space on the ground and first floors and the full second and third 
floors. Both types were U-shaped, with direct outside light in each 
classroom. 

By a special act of the Legislature in 1911 the vocational (orig- 
inally continuation) school was established and a year later by a 
similar act the department of municipal recreation was created. Each 
of these acts was passed after a careful study of conditions and needs ; 
each provided adequate financial support, and each was set up by 
Mr. Pearse with an effective administrative organization. The voca- 
tional school has grown from nothing to an enrollment of many thou- 
sands per year, with its scores of courses offering training for con- 
tinuation study and vocational advancement; the recreation depart- 
ment serves even more thousands each year through its social and 
recreation centers and clubs, its evening classes and day and evening 
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supervised playgrounds and recreation fields. Both departments have 
attracted visitors from other cities and countries to study their or- 
ganization and operation. The laws under which they are organized 
are generally regarded as models, and the departments have been 
credited with materially reducing juvenile delinquency in Milwaukee. 

In 19138 Mr. Pearse tendered his resignation as city superintendent 
of schools to accept the presidency of the Milwaukee State Normal 
School. During his service there the attendance grew from some 
eight hundred to more than eighteen hundred. Special departments 
were established to train teachers of the deaf, rural teachers, teachers 
of public school music, and teachers of art and design in the public 
schools. Additional room was provided for increased attendance and 
additional land was bought for future needs. A student army training 
corps was housed and trained during the first World War; more than 
two hundred of the school’s students and alumni saw active service 
in the conflict. 

At the close of 1922 President Pearse presented his resignation 
to the board of regents of the Normal School and retired from school 
work except through his connection with the National Education As- 
sociation, in whose affairs he had for many years taken an active 
interest. His membership dates from 1884. He served as state direc- 
tor from Nebraska in 1898, he was treasurer of the organization in 
1900, and its president in 1912. For sixteen years he was a member 
of the board of trustees, five in number, which has custody and con- 
trol of the association’s property and permanent invested funds; for 
eight years he was chairman of this board. During this time the trus- 
tees took action to locate the association’s headquarters permanently 
in Washington, D.C., and purchased the property it now occupies and 
which is appraised at more than three-quarters of a million dollars. 
For more than thirty years Mr. Pearse was a member of the National 
Council of Education, a group of one hundred twenty elected from the 
association membership to report annually on the progress of the 
year and to discuss special educational problems. 

While principal in Wilber Mr. Pearse married, in 1886, Miss Ada 
Hughes, a teacher in the schools of DeWitt, a neighboring Nebraska 
town. ‘l’o them were born seven children: Daniel and Sarah, who 
died, as little children, from diphtheria; Carroll G. Jr., assistant sales 
manager for the J. I. Case Company of Racine; Ruth and Martha, 
engaged in advertising work in New York City; Katherine, who died 
in infancy; Benjamin H., major in the Air Transport Command, 
U.S.A. Ada Hughes Pearse died in December, 1916, at their home in 
Milwaukee. In 1924 Mr. Pearse married Miss Emily Dorn, supervisor 
of art and design in the Milwaukee public schools. They make their 
home at 1721 Ludington Avenue, Milwaukee. 

Mr. Pearse is a member of the Masonic order and a Shriner; a 
Kiwanian; a member of the Inter-Professional Institute; of the Sons 
of the American Revolution; he is secretary-general of the Horace 
Mann League. He attends the Congregational church; he is a Re- 
publican in politics. On withdrawing from school work he formed a 
business connection with F. E. Compton & Company, publishers, Chi- 
cago. 


ARTHUR JOHN SCHMID, who is engaged in the general practice of 
law in Milwaukee, although specializing to some extent in probate, 
real estate and general civil law, has been a lifelong resident of 
the city in which he now makes his home, having been born here 
May 28, 1901, his parents being Anthony Valentine and Mary 
(Brachmann) Schmid. The father, who was born and reared in 
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Milwaukee, became a public stenographer in early life, being one 
of the first of the city. Later he turned his attention to the real 
estate business in association with the South Milwaukee Land Com- 
pany and for an extended period he carried on a real estate and 
insurance business independently, remaining an active factor in the 
business life of Milwaukee until death called him in 1937. His wife, 
who was born and reared in Manitowoc County, Wisconsin, passed 
away in 1932. 

After completing a course in the South Division high school 
Arthur J. Schmid took up the study of law at Marquette Uni- 
versity and was graduated with the LL.B. degree, being admitted 
to practice in the Wisconsin courts in 1924. While attending the 
University he acted as law clerk and assistant manager of the col- 
lection department of Bottum, Hudnall, Lecher & McNamara, one 
of the most important law firms of the state, and through this 
association gained valuable experience and knowledge. Following 
his admission to the bar he became associated in practice with 
Oliver L. O’Boyle, now corporation counsel of the county of Milwau- 
kee, the connection being maintained from 1925 to 1929. Mr. Schmid 
then engaged in the private practice of law and in 1934 was ap- 
pointed assistant district attorney by W. C. Zabel, having charge of 
code violations and general legal work. He remained in the office 
until March 1, 1987, since which time he has practiced independently, 
confining his attention to general civil practice and to real estate 
and probate matters, along which lines he is particularly well versed 
and capable. He belongs to the Milwaukee County Bar Association, 
the Wisconsin State Bar Association and the American Bar Associa- 
tion. He was a candidate for city attorney in 1936. 

On the 20th of June, 1929, Mr. Schmid was married to Catharine 
Elizabeth Thelen, and they have four children, Arthur John, Robert 
Alois, Mary Jeanne and David Lawrence. 


ORVILLE W. GESELL, a well known educator of the Milwaukee 
area, is principal of the Henry Clay school, one of the grade schools 
of Whitefish Bay, situated at 1144 East Henry Clay Street, and is 
also accounted one of the most public-spirited citizens. of his com- 
munity, associated with many enterprises and projects for the up- 
building of the community. He was born at Two Rivers in Manitowoc 
County, Wisconsin, April 28, 1902, a son of Henry and Julia (Fichta) 
Gesell, the former now deceased while the mother is still living in 
Two Rivers. Both parents were natives of Wisconsin, the father 
having been born in Two Rivers, where he spent his entire life and 
died in 1988. He was a son of. Henry Gesell, who was born in 
Germany and came to Wisconsin about 1850, casting in his lot with 
the pioneer residents of Manitowoc County, where he followed the 
occupation of farming. The grandfather of Orville W. Gesell on 
the maternal side was John Fichta, a native of Bohemia, who after 
crossing the Atlantic also established his home in this state. The 
two sons of Henry and Julia (Fichta) Gesell are Orville W. and 
Harvey, the latter now assistant training officer of the Vocational 
Rehabilitation Division. 

At the usual age Orville W. Gesell was enrolled as a pupil in 
the public schools of his native town and mastered the work of 
successive grades until he had completed the high school course. He 


next became a student in the Milwaukee State Teachers College, 


where he was graduated in 1922, after which he entered upon the 
profession of teaching, which he has since followed. At intervals, 
too, he continued his own education, attending Northwestern Uni- 
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versity at Evanston, Illinois, and also taking postgraduate work at 
Marquette University while teaching, there winning his Bachelor 
of Philosophy and Master of Education degrees with the class of 
1939. His first teaching position was in the Pleasant View school 
in the town of Wauwatosa, where he continued until he came to 
Whitefish Bay in 1926. This suburban village has always been deeply 
interested in the growth and development of its educational system, 
and to provide better school facilities was the prime reason of its 
incorporation on June 7, 1892. The first school building was erected 
the following year. In 1918, following its destruction by fire, a new 
school building was erected on Henry Clay Street, which provided 
eight schoolrooms and an auditorium and to which additions have 
since been made until it was completed in its present form in 1924. 
It is today the oldest grade school in Whitefish Bay and is a very 
substantial building, well equipped according to modern ideas. When 
Mr. Gesell came here he was assigned as principal to the Cumberland 
school, but was later transferred to the Henry Clay school, of which 
he has since been the efficient principal, and in which five hundred 
and sixty-six pupils are enrolled. He keeps in touch with the modern 
trend of thought and action in his profession and has proven an able 
executive and disciplinarian as well as an instructor who imparts 
readily and clearly to others the knowledge that he has acquired. 
He has the confidence and cooperation of the teachers under his super- 
vision and inspires them with much of his own zeal and interest 
in the work. 

Mr. Gesell married Carolyne Browne, a native of Boscobel, Grant 
County, Wisconsin, and a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Otis Browne, 
the latter deceased, while the father makes his home in Madison, 
Wisconsin. While his teaching and his home constitute his chief 
interests, Mr. Gesell nevertheless finds time for active and helpful 
participation in much that pertains to the welfare and advancement 
of the attractive residential suburb in which he lives, and his efforts 
in its behalf have been far-reaching and resultant. He belongs to 
the Whitefish Bay Cooperative Club, which has done much for com- 
munity upbuilding, and formerly served as its president. He is also 
a member of the Milwaukee County Safety Bureau and his relation 
to public affairs is always that of a progressive citizen. He is a 


‘Mason, with membership in Silver Springs Lodge No. 337, F. & A. M., 


and belongs to the Whitefish Bay Community Church, of which he has 
been a board member. His college fraternity is Phi Delta Kappa 
and along professional lines he is connected with the Suburban Ele- 
mentary Principals Association, the National Elementary Principals 
Association, the Wisconsin Teachers Association and the National 
Education Association. 


HERBERT E. FRANK bears a name that has figured in connection 
with the mercantile progress of Milwaukee for almost a century and 
along other lines the family has also taken active and helpful part 
in the upbuilding of the city. Herbert IE. Frank is today president 
of the Frank Specialty Company, conducting a wholesale trade in 
notions at 301 North Water Street. 

He is a grandson of August F. Frank, one of the founders of the 
Goll & Frank Company that for ninety-two years carried on a whole- 
sale business in dry goods, notions and furnishings. His paternal 
great-grandfather, Pastor Johann Heinrich Frank, was a graduate 
of the University of Jena. After participating in the German struggle 
for freedom he decided to obtain liberty and opportunity in the 
religious life, and after serving various parishes accepted a call 
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from the church at Dietlingen in 1840, there spending his remaining 
days, his death occurring in 1864. He had a family of six children. 
Bertha became the wife of Pastor Foerster, of Ittlingen, while 
Mathilde married Mr. Seyffardt, a wealthy merchant of Crefeld on 
the Rhine. The four other children, Heinrich, August Friedrich, 
Mrs. Edward Barck and an unmarried sister came to the United 
States and settled in the Wisconsin-Michigan vicinity. 

August Friedrich Frank was born at Obergimpern, Baden, Ger- 
many, May 7, 1821, and after obtaining his education in the Lutheran 
parish schools of which his father, Pastor Johann H. Frank, had 
charge, he was a merchants’ apprentice until he had thoroughly 
learned the business, after which he became a traveling salesman for 
the firm of August Knapp & Sons of Reutlingen, Wurtemberg, prom- 
inent cloth manufacturers, with whom he remained for five years. 

Because of the unbearable conditions in Germany brought on by 
the Revolution of 1848 he decided to try his fortune in the United 
States, and in July, 1850, crossed the Atlantic with Mr. and Mrs. 
Edward Barck, the latter his sister, and also with an unmarried 
sister. They settled on a farm ten miles west of Saginaw City, 
Michigan, in a largely undeveloped region, but Mr. Frank much 
preferred commercial life and came to Milwaukee in 1852, here 
purchasing the interest of Henry Stern and thus becoming one of the 
founders of the firm of Goll & Frank, wholesale dealers in dry goods, 
notions and furnishing goods for ninety-two years. Their enterprise, 
progressiveness and thorough reliability were soon manifest in their 
growing patronage. Mr. Frank was a man of sound judgment and 
keen business vision and he had the happy faculty of readily winning 
friends, whose warm regard he always retained, so that his sudden 
death on November 26, 1886, was the occasion of deep and wide- 
spread regret. The business of the Goll & Frank Company was first 
located at 447 East Water Street, where they utilized the first floor, 
while Mr, Frank and his wife occupied living quarters above. They 
not only sold over the counter but with horse and wagon frequently 
made trips with goods into surrounding counties. By 1855 they had 
to seek larger quarters and removed to 463 East Water Street, while 
in 1860 they secured additional space by removing to 443 East Water 
Street. Various removals and additions made to their property from 
time to time enabled them to meet the demands of a constantly ex- 
panding trade in both their wholesale and retail business and in due 
time they began the construction of a large and substantial building, 
which was ready for occupancy July 17, 1897. On January 1, 1885, 
the business was incorporeted under the name of the Goll & Frank 
Company, with a capitalization of two hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars, which was doubled in 1897. With the death of the original 
partners the sons and grandsons assumed the ownership and manage- 
ment of the business, which was continued uninterruptedly until 
1929, when it was liquidated, but both the Frank and Goll interests 
were retained in businesses that are still operating here. 

On the 18th of July, 1852, August F. Frank married Veronika 
Kerler, of Memmingen, Germany, who had accompanied her father 
to the United States in 1849. Mr. and Mrs. Frank became parents 
of five children, of whom John H. Frank, the eldest, was born in 
Milwaukee in 1853. He was accorded liberal educational training 
and in 1871 joined the firm of Goll & Frank, with which he remained 
until 1874, after which he was employed by H. B. Claflin & Company 
and later by Kayne, Spring, Dale & Company, both wholesale houses 
of New York City. Thus two years passed, after which he returned 
to the business in Milwaukee, taking over his father’s responsibilities 
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at his death in 1886. He married Bertha Ibing, who was born in 
Racine, Wisconsin, her mother having been a daughter of Martin 
Hueffner, who belonged to one of the earliest families of Racine. 

Herbert E. Frank, who is today carrying on the traditions and 
maintaining the standards that have always been associated with the 
family in their mercantile operations, was born in Milwaukee, October 
15, 1892, and after obtaining his education in the schools of the city 
he turned to commercial life, as had his forebears, joining the Goll 
& Frank Company. Here his training was thorough and comprehen- 
sive and the experience which he thus gained proved of great value 
to him when he took on larger responsibilities. When the Goll & 
Frank Company liquidated in 1929 the Frank Specialty Company 
was organized by Herbert E. Frank and others of the family. He 
is today the president of this company, with Erwin Frank, son of 
Julius O. Frank, as the secretary-treasurer, his father being the vice 
president. The Frank Specialty Company occupies three lower floors 
of the building that was erected in 1897 by the Goll & Frank Company. 
They carry a large and carefully selected line of ladies’, children’s 
and men’s wearing apparel, notions, toys and giftware and have built 
up a business of gratifying proportions that is steadily developing 
with the passing years. 

Herbert E. Frank has one son, John Frederick. Mr. Frank married 
Nellie Thiermann in September, 1917, and to them was born one child, 
John Frederick, mentioned above. He was born September 7, 1918, 
was vice consul to the State Department at Washington, D. C., repre- 
senting the State Department in South America until the second 
World War, when he enlisted in the army. He married Miss Paige 
Guch, of Henderson, North Carolina, in March, 1944. 

Mr. Herbert E. Frank married again in 1937 Mrs. Evelyn Ander- 
son, of New York City. Mr. Frank is a member of the Wisconsin Club 
and the Sidney Hill Club and is widely and favorably known in the 
city in which his entire life has been spent, his stanchest friends 
being among those who have known him since his boyhood days, 
which is the incontrovertible evidence of a well spent life. 


LEON BENEDICT LAMFROM, a member of the Wisconsin bar since 
1908 and since 1938 senior partner of the law firm of Lamfrom, 
Tighe, Engelhard & Peck of Milwaukee, was born in this city Sep- 
tember 19, 1883, a son of Martin and Caroline (Sachs) Lamfrom, the 
latter a native of Cincinnati, Ohio, where she was reared and mar- 
ried. Martin Lamfrom was born in Buchau, Wurtemberg, Germany, 
September 8, 1840, and after acquiring his education in his native 
land, came to the United States when a young man of twenty years. 
During the Civil War period he was associated with his brother, 
Jacob Lamfrom, in the clothing business at Oconomowoc, Wisconsin, 
and in 1872 Jacob Lamfrom started to return to Germany on the 
boat Schiller, which was wrecked and he lost his life. For a short 
time thereafter Martin Lamfrom continued the business in Oconomo- 
woc and then came to Milwaukee, where he formed the firm of 
Lamfrom & Baum for the conduct of a wholesale clothing business. 
They prospered in this undertaking, in which the senior partner 
continued until 1895, after which he lived retired until death called 
him July 30, 1912. Mr. and Mrs. Martin Lamfrom had two children, 
Estelle and Leon B. The daughter became the wife of Leo A. Pollak, 
who was engaged in the cigar business in Milwaukee. 

Liberal educational advantages were accorded Leon B. Lamfrom, 
who was graduated from the University of Wisconsin with the 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 1905 and who during his student days 
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there took a prominent part in debating circles. He next entered 
Harvard University as a law student and won his LL.B. degree in 
1908. He was a member of the Law Club at Harvard and he is 
a Phi Beta Kappa. On the 3d of July, 1908, he was admitted to 
practice in the Wisconsin courts and from that time until 1910 was 
associated with the law firm of McElroy & Wetzler. He then en- 
gaged in private practice until 1913, and from that year until 1928 
was senior partner in the law firm of Lamfrom & Tighe, which 
then became Lamfrom, Tighe, Engelhard & Peck, no change in the 
partnership relation occurring in the past fifteen years. Since 1920 
Mr. Lamtrom has specialized in law governing employers and em- 
ployes, trade associations and corporations, and is a recognized 
authority on the relations between employer and employe and on 
social, sociological and labor cases in American jurisprudence. He 
is the author of many articles dealing with relations of this char- 
acter and with industrial relations generally, many of these appear- 
ing in trade journals. He has also made speeches on industrial 
relations throughout the United States. 

In addition to his extensive and important law practice Mr. Lam- 
from was president and a director of the Froedert Grain & Malting 
Company until 1940 and he is now president and a member of the 
directorate of the Mutual Investor Company of Milwaukee. He 
belongs to the Milwaukee County Bar Association, the Wisconsin 
State Bar Association and the American Bar Association and to the 
International Association of Insurance Counsel, his firm representing 
a large number of casualty, accident and liability insurance com- 
panies. Mr. Lamfrom likewise has membership in the University 
Club, Wisconsin Club and the Oconomowoc Golf Club. He is an 
active and helpful participant in charitable work and drives and he 
finds his recreation in golf and fishing, to which he turns for the 
needed diversion from the onerous duties of his professional and 
public life. 

On the 14th of December, 1909, Mr. Lamfrom married Beatrice 
Fannye Rosenfeld, of Brookline, Massachusetts, a daughter of Michael 
and Therese (Bacharich) Rosenfeld, the former a leading wholesale 
merchant of Boston, Massachusetts, where he died in 1903. Mrs. 
Lamfrom was educated in the Cambridge Country school and the 
Prince school of Boston. The daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Lamfrom 
is Therese Edythe, who was born in Milwaukee, February 14, 1912, 
and attended the Milwaukee Downer College and Sweet Briar College 
of Virginia. She is now Mrs. William A. Beck, of Milwaukee, and 
has two children, John Lamfrom and Jean Therese. 


IRA MILTON JONES, of Milwaukee, residing at West Wind Farm, 
near Wisconsin’s metropolis, is widely known throughout the United 
States as a patent lawyer of marked ability. He was born in Wash- 
ington, D. C., June 22, 1896, a son of Thomas H. and Jane (Cissel) 
Jones. The family is of English and Welsh lineage and the original 
American ancestors settled in this country in Colonial times, and 
members of the family participated in the struggle that won Amer- 
ican independence. ‘Thomas H. Jones was born in Prince George 
County, Maryland, and spent the early part of his youth in his 
native state. He was ten years old when his parents moved to Volu- 
sia County, Florida, where his education, begun in the public schools 
of his native state, was continued. He studied, and afterward prac- 
ticed, civil engineering, devoting his entire life to that profession 
until he retired from active business. He then established his home 
at Cherrydale, Virginia, where he remained until death called him 
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on the 18th of September, 1943. His wife, who now makes her 
home in the national capital, was born in Washington, D. C., and is 
a daughter of William H. H. Cissel, who was a native of Prince 
George County, Maryland, and was descended from English ancestors 
who arrived in the new world when the United States was still 
numbered among the colonial possessions of Great Britain. When 
the colonists sought freedom from British rule some of the family 
actively participated in the Revolutionary War and later some of 
their descendants took part-in the War between the States. In the 
family of Thomas H. and Jane (Cissel) Jones were five children, 
four of whom are still living. 

For some years during his youth Ira Milton Jones was a pupil 
in the. public schools of Washington, D. C.; later he completed his 
education at Marquette University in Milwaukee, where he was grad- 
uated in June, 1921. Prior to this time, however, he had gained 
experience in the practical affairs of life, for when but sixteen years 
of age he began working in a steel plant; later he was employed in 
a machine shop, during which time he attended night school, for 
he was ambitious and energetic and felt that he must broaden his 
knowledge in order to meet the duties and responsibilities of business 
life. 

Following America’s entrance into the first World War, Mr. Jones 
enlisted in the air service, becoming an aviation cadet at Princeton 
University. Later he was commissioned a second lieutenant at Cha- 
nute Field, Rantoul, Illinois, and for ten months was with the Amer- 
ican Expeditionary Forces as a member of the Fourth Pursuit Group 
of the Second Army Corps, stationed at Tours and Colombey-les- 
Belles. He was on duty in France from October 15, 1917, until 
February 11, 1919, when he received his discharge, holding the rank 
of second lieutenant. Later he received a commission as captain of 
infantry of Headquarters Company of the One Hundred and Twenty- 
seventh Infantry Regiment of the Wisconsin National Guard and for 
three years was captain and aide de camp to the camp commander 
on the staff of the adjutant general of the state. 

On the 18th of January, 1921, Mr. Jones, having completed his 
studies at Marquette University, took up the active practice of his 
chosen profession as a patent solicitor. He has since devoted his 
attention to this branch of practice, including copyright and trade- 
mark law, and practices in all the courts of the United States where 
litigation of this kind is heard. He has been connected with many 
noted cases and the verdicts that he has won for his clients are 
indicative of his marked ability in this field. He possesses one of the 
finest patent law libraries in the state. His office has been main- 
tained at 110 East Wisconsin Avenue since coming to Milwaukee, 
and is the finest of its kind in the city, with large private offices, a 
conference room and library lined with valuable books, a bright, 
cheerful stenographer’s room, and a drafting room. His presenta- 
tion of a cause evidences his wide knowledge of the subject and his 
opinions viewed from any angle are sound, logical and convincing. 
He has a large clientele in the eastern states and he seems never 
to lose sight of any point that bears upon the correctness of his 
client’s position. He is now an active member of the patent section 
of the American Bar Association, and also belongs to the State Bar 
Association of Wisconsin, the Milwaukee Patent Law Association, 
the Milwaukee Bar Association, the American Patent Law Associa- 
tion and the Chicago Patent Law Association. His rating in the 
line of his specialty is very high. Aside from his professional in- 
terests he has various other business interests, 
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Mr. Jones is the father of four children, two by his first marriage, 
Elizabeth Latham, born in 1923, and Ira Milton Jr., born in 1928, 
and two by adoption, John Edward, born in 1930, and Jean Dolores, 
born in 1931. His marriage to Mrs. Dolores Murphy Wansbrough, 
widow of John E., took place in August, 1943. Mrs. Wansbrough 
formerly resided in Peoria, Illinois, where her father, Otto S. Mur- 
phy, was a broker for many years, having originally come from Iowa, 
as did Fanny (Bates) Murphy, her mother. Mr. Murphy died in 
1932, Mrs. Murphy in 1934, 

Politically Mr. Jones has always been a supporter of the Re- 
publican party in the national elections, but locally he casts an inde- 
pendent ballot, regarding only the capability of the candidate for the 
office he seeks. He is widely known through fraternal and club 
associations, having membership in Kenwood Lodge No. 303; F. & 
A. M., and Kenwood V Chapter No. 90, R. A. M., while in the Scot- 
tish Rite he has attained the thirty-second degree. He likewise 
belongs to the American Legion, the University Club of Milwaukee, 
the Milwaukee Athletic Club, the University Club of Washington, 
D. C., the Wisconsin Club, the Town Club, the Fox Point Club and 
the Milwaukee Gyro Club. He and his family are members of St. 
Mark’s Episcopal Church. 

Into every avenue of activity that Mr. Jones has entered he has 
made substantial advancement, showing that he has used his oppor- 
tunities wisely and well, and in his particular field of labor he has 
gained countrywide distinction. 

The Jones family are making a hobby of raising Irish Setters at 
their country home. 


WILLIAM H. Fass is president of the Fred C. Fass & Sons Com- 
pany, funeral directors, now carrying on business at 3601 North 
Oakland Avenue in Milwaukee. He is of the third generation @f 
the family connected with the business, which has been in existence 
for sixty-six years, his grandfather having become owner of a livery 
and undertaking establishment here in 1878. 

William H. Fass was born in Milwaukee, November 4, 1891, and 
is the youngest of the four children whose parents were Fred C. and 
Minnie (Krueger) Fass. His grandfather bore.the name of Frank 
Fass and coming to the United States in 1848 settled in Milwaukee, 
where three years later, in 1851, he married Margaret Schafer. He 
was first employed on railroad construction work on one of the early 
lines in the city and afterward established a business of his own as 
a grading contractor, in which connection he was awarded some of 
the most important excavating and grading jobs of that time. In 
this he engaged until 1878, when he entered the livery and undertak- 
ing business at 730 Third Street. 

His son, Fred C. Fass, was born in Milwaukee, March 26, 1857, 
and attended the Humboldt school until he reached the ave of four- 
teen years, when he was apprenticed to the sign-writing business 
with the firm of Van Eweyk & Baumgaertner. On attaining his ma- 
jority he established a sign-writing business on his own account and 
was meeting with a fair measure of success when his father became 
ill and it was therefore necessary that he take over the management 
of the undertaking business, of which he assumed charge in 1883. 
He became widely known because of his activity in connection with 
political affairs of both the city and state and in 1904 he was the 
Republican candidate for city comptroller. He had served as assistant 
sergeant at arms in the Democratic national convention in 1896 and 
in the Republican national conventions of 1904 and 1920. For eighteen 
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years he was a member of Milwaukee’s common council and served 
on all of its different committees. He also represented the council 
in the League of American Municipalities, which elected him one 
of its trustees. As councilman he represented the Sixth ward and 
also the city at large. He was likewise instrumental in securing the 
passage of two important legislative measures affecting Milwaukee— 
the non-partisan election law and that which created the sewage 
commission. He also served on the executive committee which raised 
the funds for the erection of the Milwaukee Auditorium. He had 
membership in Milwaukee Lodge No. 46, B. P. O. E., and was a life 
member of the Milwaukee Old Settlers’ Club. 

On the 11th of November, 1884, Fred C. Fass married Minnie 
Krueger, who was born in Milwaukee, a daughter of John Krueger, 
a native of Germany, who became one of the pioneer residents of 
Milwaukee. The death of Mr. Fass occurred January 3, 1929, while 
his wife survived until.January 10, 1986. Both had membership in 
the Evangelical Trinity Church and Mrs. Fass was president of the 
Ladies’ Aid Society, which had charge of much of the philanthropic 
work of the church. Their family numbered two sons and two 
daughters: William H., Mrs. Rudolph Zedler, Mrs. Benjamin Werner 
and Hugo W. 

Reared in Milwaukee, William H. Fass attended the public schools, 
including the West Division high school, and when quite a young 
man began learning the undertaking business under the direction 
of his father. On attaining his majority he was admitted to a part- 
nership when the business was incorporated under the name of Fred 
C. Fass & Son in 1912. He is now the president of the company 
with his wife as secretary and treasurer and their son Fred W. as 
vice president. For fifty-three years the business was located on 
North Third Street, but since his father’s death William I. Fass has 
erected an exceptionally beautiful funeral home in one of the fine 
sections of the city, which was formally opened to the public on 
November 8, 1981. The building is architecturally perfect and the 
equipment is of the most modern kind. The home is divided into 
spacious rooms and chapels, all beautifully carpeted and furnished 
according to the particular needs, and Mr. Fass, who is now president 
of the company, has had the distinction of being the youngest licensed 
embalmer in Wisconsin. He held the office of president of the Mil- 
waukee Funeral Directors Association, to which he still belongs. 

Mr. Fass is well known in Masonic circles and has attained the 
thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite. He has membership in 
Henry L. Palmer Lodge No. 301, F. & A. M.; Henry L. Palmer 
Chapter, R. A. M.; Ivanhoe Commandery, K. T.; and Wisconsin Con- 
sistory, S. P. R.S. He is a past chancellor commander of the Knights 
of Pythias lodge and is a past president of the Shorewood Association 
of Commerce. His religious faith is that of the Evangelical Lutheran 
church and he is now a past president of its official board. 

Mr. Fass makes his home at 1718 East Menlo Boulevard. He 
married Edna L. Bandow, of Milwaukee, a daughter of John and 
Fredericka (Prehn) Bandow, both of whom were natives of Germany. 
Her father is now deceased, while the mother is still living in Mil- 
waukee. Mr. and Mrs. Fass are the parents of a son and daughter. 
Fred W., who is a graduate of the Shorewood high school, had also 
studied for three years at the University of Wisconsin before he 
enlisted in the navy, in which he is now a pharmacist’s mate. The 
daughter, Betty Irene, also a graduate of the Shorewood high school, 
is a champion tennis player and was an A student throughout her 
high school course. 
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HENRY A. GUNDERSON. When death called Henry A. Gunderson 
Portage lost one of her most respected and honored members of the 
Columbia County bar and one who as a state official had reflected 
credit upon the commonwealth through his fidelity to the highest 
standards of citizenship. For a number of years he wielded a wide 
influence over public thought and action and he ever strove to reach 
high ideals in public affairs. A native son of Columbia County, he 
was born in the town of Wyocena June 20, 1878, his parents being 
H. and Cornelia (Targosan) Gunderson, farming people of this 
section of Wisconsin. His youthful training and experience were 
those of the farmbred boy and when but eleven years of age he became 
the active assistant of his father in the operation of a farm three 
miles west of Rio. He was only fifteen years of age when he became 
teacher of a district school and through two winters was thus em- 
ployed. Ambitious to advance his own education, he utilized his 
leisure time in home study with the purpose of entering the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin, and when eighteen years of age succeeded in gaining 
admission to the school, although not encouraged to do so by Dean 
E. A. Birge of the college of letters and science. His determined 
spirit, however, carried him steadily forward and the work of the 
classrooms and of home study was thoroughly mastered, so that in 
due time the Bachelor of Arts degree was conferred on him. He then 
entered Columbia University in Washington, D. C., and there gained 
the Bachelor of Laws degree and the degree of Civil Law. Returning 
to Wisconsin, he courageously opened an office in Portage and, though 
advancement at the bar is proverbially slow, he soon became well 
established in his profession and more and more responsibility was 
given him in connection with his work as counselor and advocate. 
For more than thirty years he practiced in Portage and he became 
recognized throughout the state as a substantial, dependable at- 
torney, ever faithful to the interests of his clients but never forgetting 
that he owed a still higher allegiance to the majesty of the law. 

His interest in governmental problems was also one of his pro- 
nounced characteristics, and he studied closely the questions relating 
to the management of local and state matters. His influence became 
an effective force in shaping thought and action in an ever-broadening 
circle, and his rise is indicated in the fact that in 1936 he was elected 
lieutenant governor of Wisconsin, while at the special session of 
the Legislature in 1937 he was appointed a member of the State Tax 
Commission by Governor Philip F. La Follette. When the tax com- 
mission was reorganized by the General Assembly in 1939 his position 
was abolished and he then returned to Portage, resuming the private 
practice of law. He had a large clientele and his professional interests 
were long of an important character. At different times he served 
as district attorney of Columbia County. He always observed the 
_ highest ethical standards of his chosen calling and he enjoyed the 
respect and confidence of his colleagues and contemporaries in law 
practice to an unusual degree. He had reached the age of sixty-two 
years when called from this life October 7, 1940, leaving to his 
family the priceless heritage of an untarnished name. 

In 1906 Mr. Gunderson had married Alma Stotzer, member of a 
prominent family of this section of the state, her parents being 
Samuel and Anna (Rohrer) Stotzer, both of whom were natives of 
Switzerland. Her father, who was born in Berne, Switzerland, June 
8, 1851, was a son of John and Elizabeth (Urban) Stotzer and was 
a youth of sixteen years when he came to America, after which he 
learned the stone cutting business in Chicago and became a sculptor 
of wide renown. He returned to Europe for study of the artistic side 
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of his work and received advanced instruction where stone work 
and sculpturing had been developed to a high degree. Once more 
settled in Chicago, he did some of the fine work on the old clock tower 
of the courthouse and city hall, and four times within a ten-year 
period he returned to Europe in connection with the artistic, delicate 
work that was to be done on churches and public buildings on the 
continent. He was engaged to execute the work on the main entrance 
of the Cologne Cathedral and devoted eighteen months to carving 
parts of the main altar in the Cathedral at Berlin. An outstanding 
piece of his craftsmanship is the William Tell group which adorns 
the entrance to the minster at Basle, Switzerland. Perfect proportion, 
beauty of design and accuracy in execution characterized all that he 
did and his fame as a sculptor made his name known in artistic circles 
throughout American and European centers. 

In 1879 Mr. Stotzer became a resident of Portage, and as a member 
of the firm of Groth & Stotzer was soon recognized as one of Wis- 
consin’s foremost sculptors and stone artists. With the retirement 
of Adam Groth, senior partner of the firm, in 1881, Mr. Stotzer 
became sole owner of the business, which became the largest enter- 
prise of the kind in the state. He was also one of the promoters of 
the Mohr-Stotzer Lumber Company, of which he became secretary 
and treasurer. He was a generous supporter of many civic and 
benevolent projects and he held membership in the Liederkranz So- 
ciety, in the Masonic and Odd Fellows lodges and in the Ancient 
Order of United Workmen. For about a decade he served his com- 
munity as one of the school commissioners. He passed from this life 
December 25, 1904. His wife, whom he married in Chicago, October 
5, 1876, was Anna (Rohrer) Stotzer, and they had a family of two 
sons and a daughter: Rudolph G., Oscar F., and Alma, who became 
Mrs. Henry A. Gunderson. The mother is still living at the age of 
eighty-five years. 

Mrs. Gunderson was educated at Downer College in Milwaukee 
and is a lady of unusual charm and ability. She is ably conducting 
the business affairs of her late husband and giving much attention 
to her aged mother, yet finding opportunity to keep abreast of the 
times and taking an active place in the social and civic life of Portage. 
She is president of the Woman’s Civic League and president of the 
Ladies Aid Society of the Presbyterian church, and her activities 
are far-reaching, resultant and beneficial. Mr. and Mrs. Gunderson 
had a family of two sons and a daughter: Lynn, now living in Mil- 
waukee; Richard, who makes his home in New York City; and Helen, 
the wife of Donald May, of Milwaukee. All are graduates of the 
University of Wisconsin. 


COLONEL STEPHEN A. PARK. Few men in the United States have 
done as much to stimulate interest in American defense as has Colonel 
Stephen A. Park, one time national president of the Reserve Officers 
Association of the United States and for many years executive secre- 
tary of the Wisconsin Citizens Military Training Camp Association 
and editor of The Wisconsin Reservist. Between service in both 
World Wars he cooperated in all progressive measures for the civic 
welfare and upbuilding of Milwaukee and contributed much to the 
educational development of the state. 

Born in Kansas City, Missouri, August.17, 1888, Colonel Park is 
a son of Stephen Andrew and Sarah Elizabeth (Latta) Park, both 
of whom were teachers. They were married in 1866, after he had 
served as a master’s mate with the Union Navy in the Civil War. 
Colonel Park received his early educational training in Kansas City, 
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won his Bachelor of Arts degree at the University of Kansas, taught 
two years in Nebraska and Kansas, and then enrolled as a graduate 
student in the University of Wisconsin, where he was appointed an 
assistant in the department. of political science. He received his 
Master of Arts degree in June, 1914, and continued work toward his 
Doctor’s degree and teaching in Madison until the fall of 1916, except 
for eight months of special work for the University Extension Divi- 
sion at Milwaukee. 

In May, 1917, he resigned from the faculty of the University of 
North Dakota to enlist as a student in the First Officers’ Training 
Camp at Fort Snelling, where in August he was commissioned a cap- 
tain of infantry. Ordered to Camp Dodge, he served as a company 
and then a battalion commander in the One Hundred Sixty-third 
Depot Brigade until his discharge from active service on April 30, 
1919. Six weeks later he was commissioned a major in the Officers 
Reserve Corps, in December, 1922, he was promoted to the grade of 
lieutenant colonel, and in June, 1936, was made a colonel and assigned 
as commanding officer of the Four Hundred Second Infantry. 

After the first World War Colonel Park settled in Milwaukee, 
engaging in the insurance business. However, he was so vitally 
interested in the problem of national defense that he gave more and 
more time to furthering it. 

When the Wisconsin Citizens Military Training Camp Association 
and the Wisconsin Department, Reserve Officers Association of the 
United States, adopted a close cooperative arrangement in 1925, 
Colonel Park became executive secretary of both organizations, and 
during the succeeding sixteen years built up one of the most efficient 
state organizations in the country. He traveled widely, speaking to 
military and civilian groups, edited and published The Wisconsin 
Reservist, and contributed articles to other publications seeking to 
educate the public as to the nation’s defense needs. 

His active work in the National Reserve Officers Association in- 
cluded five years as chairman of the policies committee, during which 
time he served as chairman of the resolutions committee, and was 
very instrumental in securing legislation for the upbuilding of all 
components of the armed forces. After serving two terms as corps 
area president and one as senior vice president, Colonel Park was 
national president of the R. O. A. in 1938-39. 

He reentered active service June 9, 1941. After serving with 
the historical section of the Army War College, Washington, D. C., he 

7as assigned to the first class at the School of Military Government in 
May, 1942, and immediately upon completing his training was ordered 
to England. For six months he served as U. S. liaison officer between 
the commanding general, European theater of operations and the 
British regional commissioner, Southwest Region, with headquarters 
at Bristol. In February, 1943, he was transferred to Wimbledon, 
where he helped to organize and served as associate director of the 
Civil Affairs Staff Centre, the British school corresponding to the 
U.S. Army’s School of Military Government. 

Returning to the United States in September, Colonel Park was 
assigned as representative of the provost marshal general, in charge 
of military government instruction at the Civil Affairs Training 
School (Kuropean program), University of Wisconsin. After several 
months’ service on special work for the provost marshal general in 
Washington and Charlottesville, Virginia, he was ordered to Ann 
Arbor, Michigan, in June, 1944, to serve as associate director of the 
Civil Affairs Training School (Far East program), University of 
Michigan. 
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He has always been an active member of the American Legion, 
was commander of Bay View Post (Milwaukee), and for five years 
served as chairman of the Wisconsin Department’s National Defense 
Committee. He is also a member of the Military Order of the World 
War, 40 and 8, the Army and Navy Club of Washington, Phi Kappa 
Psi and Phi Delta Phi. For six years he was a member of the Mil- 
waukee school board and its president in 1929-30. From 1938 to 
1940 he was president of the Citizens Law and Order League of 
Milwaukee County. 

On the 16th of September, 1917, Colonel Park married Gertrude 
Marion Corbett, of Milwaukee, daughter of Major Richard W. Cor- 
bett, who was for many years treasurer of the National Soldiers’ 
Home at Milwaukee. Mrs. Park is a graduate of the University of 
Wisconsin, where she was a member of Delta Gamma. Their daugh- 
ter, Jean Elizabeth, born January 18, 1919, was graduated from the 
University of Wisconsin in 1941, married Thomas A. Judge Jr., 
July 12,. 1941, and was commissioned an ensign in the Waves 
May 2, 1944. She is a member of Kappa Kappa Gamma. 


PHILIP J. WEISS, INC., now under the direct management of Zeno 
M. Host,* the secretary, has rendered a funeral service to Milwaukee 
citizens for many years. Theirs is a spacious funeral home located at 
1901 North Farwell Avenue and it was founded by Philip J. Weiss, 
who was born in Milwaukee County, February 11, 1877. His father, 
also named Philip Weiss, was a pioneer grocer of the city. His son 
and namesake was reared and educated in Milwaukee and started to 
learn the business of funeral directing with one of the old established 
funeral firms of the city. At length he decided to engage in the busi- 
ness on his own account and organized the Philip J. Weiss Company 
in 1916. Funeral parlors were opened in the same building where the 
business has since been carried on but improvements have been made 
from time to time and in 1940 the building was remodeled and an addi- 
tion made, making the home one of the most modern and commodious 
in the city. Mr. Weiss always kept in touch with the trend of the 
times in modernizing his place, and his standing in business circles is 
indicated in the fact that he was elected to the presidency of the 
Wisconsin Funeral Directors Association for the year 1927. He 
remained president of the company until his death in 1932, when his 
widow, Mrs. M. R. Weiss, was made president and treasurer. 

The secretary of the company, Zeno M. Host, a nephew of Philip J. 
Weiss, was born in Milwaukee in 1896, a son of Zeno and Anna 
(Weiss) Host, the latter a native of Milwaukee County, where she 
still makes her home. The father was born in Lyons, Walworth 
County, Wisconsin, and was a lifelong resident of this state. From 
1901 until 1905 he served as state insurance commissioner under 
Governor Robert M. La Follette’s administration and he died in the 
year 1917. His father, Andrew J. Host, was one of the pioneer 
residents of this state and he served as a soldier of the Union Army 
in the Civil War as a member of a Wisconsin regiment. In the family 
of Zeno and Anna (Weiss) Host were but two children, the daughter 
having been Norma Macdonald, who died in 1938. 

Zeno M. Host of this review pursued his education in the Mil- 
waukee public schools and was graduated from the Hast Side high 
school with the class of 1914. His initial experience in the business 
world came to him as the assistant of his father, an insurance and 
real estate dealer. In 1917 he entered military service in connection 


* Mr. Host died April 12, 1945. 
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with the first World War, becoming a member of the One Hundred 
and Twentieth Field Artillery of the Thirty-second Division. For 
twenty-two months he was in the army, spending fourteen months of 
that period overseas, being on active duty in France at the time his 
father died. In May, 1919, he received his discharge and returned 
to Milwaukee, where soon afterward he became associated with the 
Philip J. Weiss Company, with which he has remained for twenty- 
four years. The business has been incorporated, with Mr. Host as 
the secretary, and since his uncle’s death he has been the active 
manager. The company is prepared to furnish every required service 
in the conduct of funerals and has a liberal patronage from Mil- 
waukee’s leading and prominent citizens, the business being one of 
large and substantial proportions. Mr. Host maintains the highest 
standards in the conduct of the funeral home and the public has the 
utmost confidence in his capability and reliability. 

In 1921 Mr. Host was united in marriage to Miss Florence 
Leonard, a native of Milwaukee and of Irish descent, while Mr. Host 
is of French and German lineage. Her parents, Michael and Anna 
(Murphy) Leonard, were both born in Wisconsin and traced their 
ancestry back to the Emerald Isle. Both are now deceased. Mr. and 
Mrs. Host have a daughter, Barbara June, who is now a student. in 
the University of Wisconsin. 

Mr. Host is widely known through both business and social con- 
nections. He is a member of the National Funeral Directors Asso- 
ciation, the Wisconsin State Funeral Directors Association and the 
Milwaukee Funeral Directors Association and of the last named has 
been a director. Fraternally he is a Mason with membership in 
Kenwood Lodge No. 303, F. & A. M., in the Royal Arch Chapter, the 
Council, in Ivanhoe Commandery of the Knights Templar, the Con- 
sistory and Tripoli Temple of the Shrine. He also belongs to the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and the Milwaukee Athletic 
Club and the Red Arrow Club. He has membership connection with 
Cudworth Post of the American Legion and also with Hilbert Walbert 
Post, of which he is now commander. 


GEORGE WILLOUGHBY DES FORGES, president of the Des Forges 
Company, which conducts Milwaukee’s traditional book store at 427 
East Wisconsin Avenue, is one of Wisconsin’s outstanding connois- 
seurs of art and rare editions. Many of Milwaukee’s most discerning 
collectors, as well as a number of such patrons in other cities. value 
most highly rare accomplishments of great writers and artists which 
Mr. Des Forges brought to them from Paris, London and other Kuro- 
pean cities. Born in Milwaukee, Mr. Des Forges was educated at the 
old Markham Academy, Milwaukee, with a postgraduate course at 
Drexel Institute, Philadelphia, where he studied art and literature. 
This special training was supplemented by study in Paris and London. 

His studies abroad completed, Mr. Des Forges returned to Mil- 
waukee and entered business with his father, George Des Forges, 
who established the present historic book store at 98 Wisconsin Street, 
now East Wisconsin Avenue, in 1868, the store remaining on that 
site until 1906. Until the death of his father in 1910, Mr. Des Forges 
devoted himself chiefly to collecting first and rare editions of the 
world’s best literature and works of the great artists for a constantly 
growing clientele, making numerous trips to Europe to obtain these 
treasures. Remaining a vigilant student all his life, few in America 
are better versed in literature and on art. The walls of Mr. Des 
Forges’ private office on the mezzanine floor of the Des Forges store 
are hidden from floor to ceiling by prized rare editions and sets of 
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the Elizabethan, Georgian and Victorian periods. Mr. Des Forges is 
necessarily an authority on modern writers. Patrons find him a de- 
pendable authority on literature and art of all ages. 

During all of his lifetime Mr. Des Forges has been a liberal patron 
of the stage and he has enjoyed the friendship of numerous stars of 
the stage, including the great Sarah Bernhardt, Richard Mansfield, 
EK. H. Sothern, Julia Marlow, Henry Dixey, Francis Wilson, Ethel 
Barrymore, John Drew, Raymond Hitchcock, Enrico Caruso and Otis 
Skinner. Stage stars have been among the purchasers of art and 
rare editions he brought from Europe. Mr. Des Forges has been a 
persistent and admiring student of Lincoln and Napoleon. It is 
doubtful whether a single important fact concerning either great 
leader -has escaped his attention. 

During the thriving periods of thoroughbred racing in the gay 
nineties and later decades, Mr. Des Forges enjoyed the acquaintance 
of wealthy turfmen, among whom were liberal patrons of art and 
masters of literature. Many exceptional selections Mr. Des Forges 
made on his trips to the old world were made for these friends. 

Among patrons of Mr. Des Forges was the Grand Duchess Marie 
of Russia. When she visited Milwaukee during her memorable trip 
to America for the purpose of autographing her book Hducation of a 
Princess, the Grand Duchess spent an entire afternoon at the Des 
Forges store adding her signature to copies of her book purchased by 
many Milwaukeeans. 

George Des Forges, founder of the historic store which bears his 
name, was born in France on February 22, 1841, and was brought to 
the United States when an infant by his parents. The Des Forges 
family came to Milwaukee by way of the Great Lakes and settled in 
Wauwatosa, now one of Milwaukee’s residential suburban cities. 
During the entire period of the Civil War, Mr. Des Forges served 
in the armies of the North as a member of a Wisconsin regiment. 
Mustered out of military service Mr. Des Forges became a partner 
of John R. Walsh, later president of the Western News Company, 
in the sale of books and periodicals in Chicago. The Chicago expe- 
rience enabled him to venture upon the establishment of the tradi- 
tional store which George Willoughby Des Forges directs. The 
senior Des Forges also was a patron of the stage, and among his 
intimate friends were Edwin Booth and Joseph Jefferson, the senior. 

George Des Forges made an important bequest to the Milwaukee 
Public Library. A substantial share of his estate will be given to the 
library upon the death of George Willoughby Des Forges and his 
sister, Mrs. Louise James of Chicago. 

Equipped through the years of his study of great writers and 
artists, Mr. Des Forges has yet to put into written form his vast 
supply of reminiscences and human interest stories of famous people 
he has known, and which close friends have enjoyed as he has re- 
peated them. “If I ever find time, I may write of incidents of the 
lives of well known friends and which would be of great interest,’ 
he says. 

Students of literature and art in Milwaukee’s schools and college 
find Mr. Des Forges always ready to give them information and ad- 
vice concerning courses of reading. Well informed grownups contact 
him concerning sources of rare information. 

While Mr. Des Forges was actively engaged in collecting rare 
editions and works of art in the old world for American patrons for 
many years he represented Gabriel Wells of London, who specialized 
in exclusive fine editions of the writings of George Bernard Shaw, 
O. Henry, Booth Tarkington and other famous writers, copies of 
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which editions now are in the Huntington library. He has not only 
known all of the outstanding publishers of America and many of the 
old world of the present century but he has maintained friendly 
relations with them. 

Few book stores anywhere carry a larger stock of carefully chosen 
books, always including works of modern Writers, than the Des 
Forges Store, which publishers for many years have designated as 
one of America’s Class A contacts with the readers of today. 


ELTON J. Morrison, judge of the County Court of Columbia 
County and recognized as a man of ability both as a lawyer and as 
a jurist, was born in Bloomer, Wisconsin, May 10, 1890, a son of 
EK. J. and Medora (Prill) Morrison. The family is of German and 
English lineage. The father, who was a native of Sparta, Wisconsin, 
largely devoted his life to the conduct of a creamery business and he 
served as mayor of Chetek, Wisconsin, and otherwise took an active 
part in civic affairs. He was the son of Joseph Morrison, who was 
a native of the State of New York and came to Wisconsin during 
the period of its early development. Here he devoted his life to 
agricultural pursuits, which he carried on until some years prior to 
his death, when he retired from active business. E. J. Morrison died 
in 1921. His wife was the daughter of John Prill, a native of Ger- 
many, who on coming to the new world settled in Sparta, Wisconsin, 
where he engaged in farming. He died, however, at Bloomer. 

The early educational advantages of Judge Morrison were those 
offered by the public school system of Bloomer, and at a later period 
he attended high school in Chetek, where he was graduated in 1908. 
He next enrolled as a student in the University of Wisconsin, where 
he won his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1914. He continued there as a 
law student and the LL.B. degree was conferred on him in 1916. 
After the country entered into the first World War he enlisted in 
the army, becoming a member of the One Hundred and Sixty-seventh 
Regiment of Infantry, attached to the Forty-second Division, and 
Saw fifteen months of active service on the front line in France. 
Following the cessation of hostilities he was with the Army of Oc- 
cupation from December, 1918, until May, 1919, holding the rank 
of second lieutenant. 

With his resumption of civilian life he began practicing law in 
partnership with G. W. Stephens, under the firm name of Stephens 
& Morrison, an association that was continued until the death of 
the senior partner in 1930. The following year Judge Morrison was 
Joined by Carrol B. Callahan and the firm of Morrison and Callahan 
existed until Mr. Morrison was appointed to his present position by 
Governor Heil to fill out an unexpired term. He was duly elected to 
the office April 2, 1940, and is now serving on the bench of the County 
Court, his judicial record being characterized by a masterful grasp 
of all the problems presented for solution, while his decisions are at 
all times fair and impartial. He had previously served as district 
attorney for one term, but has never sought or desired office outside 
the strict path of his profession. 

On the 20th of October, 1921, Judge Morrison married Anna Hinn, 
of Fennimore, Grant County, Wisconsin, who is a graduate of the 
University of Wisconsin and taught mathematics at Sparta and 
Columbus, Wisconsin, prior to her marriage. Judge Morrison and 
his wife have three daughters: Annette, who was born October 26, 
1922; Mary, born July 5, 1925; and Beth, born August 16, 1931. The 
only son of the family is E. Joseph Jr., who is the third in order of 
birth, having been born June 2, 1929. The judge is a member of the 
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Elks, the American Legion and the Veterans of Foreign Wars, and 
his wife is a member of the Woman’s Auxiliary of the American 
Legion. He is a Mason, and he and his wife are consistent members 
of the Presbyterian church. 


CARL HENRY JUERGENS, a member of the Milwaukee bar who has 
been actively identified with professional interests here since 1913, 
was born in Davenport, Lowa, May 19, 1884, a son of Charles A. and 
Minnie H. (Knappe) Juergens. His grandfather, Dr. Henry A. 
Juergens, came of a well-to-do family of Schleswig-Holstein, Ger- 
many, and was educated at Leipsic. In 1848 he decided to establish 
his home in the United States and came to Wisconsin, settling first 
in Calumet County. Later he removed to Cedarburg and at a subse- 
quent date to Milwaukee. He was one of the pioneers in the practice 
of hydropathy and he operated and built up Hilgen Springs, an early 
day watering resort. He did much research work which greatly pro- 
moted his practice and he was well known professionally through the 
middle of the nineteenth century. 

Charles A. Juergens, son of Doctor Juergens, was born in Schles- 
wig-Holstein, whence he came to this country at the age of eighteen 
years. Here he engaged in the real estate business, becoming a well 
known real estate broker of Milwaukee, where he carried on business 
until his death in 1903. His wife, who was born in 1856, is now 
living in Jeffersonville, Indiana, at the ave of eighty-seven years. 
She is a daughter of William Knappe, who was from Saxony, Ger- 
many, and came to the New World in 1848, going to Fremont County, 
Towa, where he established extensive farming interests. 

During the boyhood days of Carl H. Juergens the family removed 
from Iowa to Milwaukee and he was reared here, attending the 
West Division high school. When he had completed his studies there 
he was employed as a draftsman by the Allis-Chalmers Company, 
later was in the employ of the Power & Mining Company of Cudahy 
and afterward of the Bucyrus Company and the Gisholt Manutactur- 
ing Company of Madison, working for these various concerns in order 
to earn the funds necessary for his tuition at the University of Wis- 
consin, where he completed the academic course in 1909, with the 
Bachelor of Arts degree. He was a member of the track team at the 
University during his undergraduate course, From 1909 until 1911 
he engaged in teaching and was track coach at the West Division high 
school. He pursued his law studies at the University of Wisconsin 
until graduated with the Bachelor of Laws degree in the class of 1913. 
During the last years of his undergraduate course he acted as the 
business manager of the Wisconsin Literury Magazine, which in 1908 
changed its name to the Wisconsin Magazine, and during his student 
days at the University he not only met the expenses incident to his 
course but also supported his mother and sister, displaying the reso- 
lute and determined spirit which has carried him steadily forward 
since he entered upon the active practice of his chosen profession in 
Milwaukee in 1913. He prepares all his cases with characteristic: 
thoroughness and care and his deductions are at all times sound and 
logical, while in his work he follows the highest standards of court 
procedure. In the thirty years of his practice here he has made 
steady advancement and has a goodly clientele, while at all times he 
has shared the confidence and good will of his professional contreres. 

On the 3rd of May, 1919, Mr. Juergens was married to Miss Nora 
Toepfer, a daughter of August Toepfer, a prominent agriculturist of 
the town of Oregon, Dane County, and a granddaughter of Otto 
Toepfer, who came with his parents, John and Johanna (Bertrie) 
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Toepfer, from Germany in 1847, the family settling in Springfield, 
Dane County. In 1868 Otto Toepfer removed to Middleton and 
became the owner of large landed interests there. Mr. and Mrs. 
Juergens have become parents of two sons and a daughter, Richard 
Carl, Charline Louisa and Carl August. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Juergens have membership in the English 
Lutheran church, in the work of which Mrs, Juergens is quite active, 
as she is in civic affairs. Mr. Juergens is a well known representative 
of Masonry and served as master of Lafayette Lodge, F. & A. M., in 
1938. He has also taken the degrees of the Royal Arch Chapter, the 
Knights Templar Commandery and the Scottish Rite bodies. Heisa 
past sovereign prince of the Wisconsin Council Princes of Jerusalem, 
at all'times embodying in his relations with his fellowmen the teach- 
ings and spirit of the Masonic order. 


HERBERT W. ADKINS is the executive vice president and the gen- 
eral manager of Yahr-Lange, Inc., of Milwaukee, carrying on business 
at No. 143 North Water Street as service wholesalers to druggists. 
This is one of the oldest and largest business concerns of the city, 
and its steady development is being continued under the direction of 
Mr. Adkins, who has been identified with the enterprise since 1938. 

Born in New York in 1892, Mr. Adkins was reared and educated 
in the Kast. He took up the study of accounting and for fifteen years 
followed the profession as a certified public accountant. He was also 
for a time a vice president of the Gillete Safety Razor Company 
before becoming associated with the Yahr-Lang corporation, in which 
his official duties have since given him an important place in the 
control of this extensive business. 

Mr. Adkins has also been active in the civic as well as the com- 
mercial affairs of Milwaukee and is now vice chairman of the trade 
promotion division of the Milwaukee Association ‘of Commerce and 
secretary of the Veterans’ Service Center, Inc., of Milwaukee County. 
He is likewise serving on the Association of Commerce post-war 
planning committee, which is studying closely the business situation 
with a view to adjustment when the soldiers shall return to the city 
and be absorbed into the business life, thus preventing lack of em- 
ployment with its consequent depressing influences. He is likewise 
the chairman of the business standards committee of the Kiwanis 
Club and he is a member of the National Federation of Sales Execu- 
tives and the Milwaukee Sales Managers Association. He likewise is 
chairman of the research committee of the National Association of 
Wholesale Druggists of the United States. He is an active member 
of the National Speakers Bureau of the Committee for Economic 
Development. His activities thus have close connection with business 
progress and development and his efforts have been effective along 
constructive lines. 

Mr. Adkins was united in marriage to Miss Ruth Moore, a native 
of Santa Barbara County, California, and a daughter of Judge Clinton 
P. Moore, who is a retired clergyman and is now serving on the 
bench of the County Court of Santa Barbara County. 


REV. PETER HILDEBRAND, pastor of St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
at Port Washington, was born at Sheboygan, Wisconsin, December 
1, 1890, a son of Peter and Clara (Gottsacker) Hildebrand. The 
mother died February 3, 1899, aged thirty-six years, and the father 
passed away January 10, 1939, at the age of eighty. The son at- 
tended Holy Name School at Sheboygan and ‘spent seven years in St. 
Lawrence College at Mount Calvary, after which he entered St. 
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Francis Seminary at Milwaukee, where he finished his theological 
studies. He was ordained to the priesthood on June 13, 1915. His 
first assignment was to Holy Redeemer Church at Madison while 
later he was connected with St. Joseph’s Church at Racine. He then 
came to St. Mary’s at Port Washington, where he remained as as- 
sistant for six years and on February 7, 1924, was appointed to his 
first pastorate, taking charge of the church at Reeseville, Wisconsin. 
On September 17, 1930, he took over the duties as regular pastor of 
St. Peter’s Church at Ashton and on October 5, 1939, he returned to 
St. Mary’s, this time as pastor. Here in the performance of the 
multiplicity of duties that devolve upon him he is aided by two 
assistants, Father Francis Bier and Father Cyril Livingston. 

St. Mary’s was founded in 1840, with twenty families, to whom 
Father Steiger from St. Francis, Wisconsin, ministered until 1849, 
when Father Bradley was appointed as resident pastor. Shortly 
thereafter a church was erected. Part of the congregation in 1852 
founded another church, that of St. Stephen for the English speaking 
people, but that only existed for about eight years and the two 
parishes were consolidated again. In 1856 Father Sailer built the 
first residence and brought the Notre Dame Sisters to Port Washing- 
ton to take charge of the new parochial school. His successor was 
Father Weikmann, who remained for two years and was followed 
by Father Fusseder in 1860. He was instrumental in having erected 
the first brick church and continued his labors until appointed a 
chaplain of the Union Army at the time of the Civil War. After 
the Armistice Father Sailer returned and remained as pastor from 
1863 to 1867. Father Durst had been in charge of the church during 
Father Sailer’s military leave of absence. It was under the direction 
of the next priest, Father Wilmes, that the present church edifice 
was built and his pastorate, a most fruitful one, continued for twenty- 
one years. In 1891 Father B. Elskamp took over the work and re- 
mained until 1898, when Father Carl Grobsch took charge. Father 
Kessler served from 1910 to 1913, when Father Peter Holfeltz was 
assigned to St. Mary’s. He was born at Remerschen, Luxembourg, 
September 8, 1856, and was ordained to the priesthood June 24, 1887, 
continuing his labors in behalf of the faith until death called him 
on November 19, 19388. 

In 1899 the parish had two hundred and forty families, with 
three hundred children in the school. In 1945 the parish numbers 
six hundred and fifty families and the school attendance numbers 
three hundred and seventy pupils, who are given instruction in the 
work of the eight grades. There is also a high school with an enroll- 
ment of seventy-five, also under the jurisdiction of the Sisters of 
Notre Dame. The convent for the Sisters, a very fine building, was 
erected in 1910 and the priest’s rectory was built in 1916. 

The church is located high on an elevation and the new stainless 
steel cross, that has just been added under the guidance of Father 
Hildebrand, can be seen from a great distance. There are eighty-five 
steps leading up from the sidewalk to the grounds surrounding the 
edifice and this becomes a pilgrimage for many tourists. The church 
itself is of perfect Gothic architecture and the high altar is of out- 
standing beauty and dignity while the carving and coloring is most 
tasteful and harmonious. The building overlooks Lake Michigan 
and the countryside for many miles around. 

Father Hildebrand was not a stranger to his flock when he re- 
turned as their pastor, for he had served them a number of years as 
assistant. He is a member of the Knights of Columbus and the 
Catholic Knights of Wisconsin. Two of his sisters are nuns. Elizabeth 
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is known as Sister Mary Armanda and is located at Allenton, Wis- 
consin. Anna is now Sister Mary Estella and is located at Milwaukee. 
Of the two other sisters, Pauline died in July, 1944, and Molly is acting 
as I'ather Hildebrand’s housekeeper. There were seven children in 
the family of Peter and Clara Hildebrand, namely: Pauline, William, 
Peter, Molly, Elizabeth, Anna and John. Of the number Pauline 
and John are deceased. 


LEONARD JOHN KLECZKA, who since 1934 has been court com- 
missioner and is the senior member of the law firm of Kleczka & 
Steinhilber of Milwaukee, is in many respects an outstanding resident 
of Wisconsin’s metropolis, having been particularly active in his 
championship of education in its broadest and best sense of the term. 
He has learned most of the lessons of life in the school of experience 
and has been an apt pupil, developing his powers to a degree that 
has brought him leadership especially among those of Polish descent. 

Born in Milwaukee, October 1, 1892,.Mr. Kleezka is a son of 
Michael and Agnes (Wiza) Kleczka and a grandson of Simon 
Kleczka, who was born in Posen, Germany, where he was engaged 
as a forest ranger in the employ of the German government. After 
coming to Milwaukee he died here at the advanced age of ninety- 
two. His son, Michael Kleczka, worked in the Milwaukee Railroad 
shops as a carpenter and in the erecting shop of the Allis-Chalmers 
Company. His wife was a native of Posen, Germany, although dur- 
ing her infancy she was brought to Wisconsin in 1860 by her father, 
Jacob Wiza, who worked for the North Western Railroad Company 
in constructing the North Western Railroad’s Ashland division 
through the Indian country. Leonard J. Kleczka’s grandparents and 
afterward his parents were among Milwaukee’s pioneers and assisted 
in the building of St. Stanislaus Roman Catholic Church, which was 
the first Catholic church on the south side in Milwaukee. His par- 
ents were hard-working, freedom-loving people who wanted their 
sons and daughters to have advantages that would have been denied 
them had the families remained in Europe, and two of their children 
especially—Judge John C. Kleezka, now a Circuit Court judge of 
Milwaukee County, and Leonard J. Kleezka—are outstanding exam- 
ples of what poor boys, equipped with nothing but ambition and 
determination, can accomplish in the United States. 

From his boyhood Leonard J. Kleezka has always loved educa- 
tion in its broader meaning. From his youth he was dependent on 
his own resources, selling newspapers and working as a lamp lighter 
for the Milwaukee Gas Light Company when most boys of his age 
were playing. He worked through vacation periods in factories, in 
railroad shops of the Milwaukee Road and in the carbuilders office, 
and as opportunity offered he attended the parochial school and 
subsequently in two years completed the four year arts and science 
course at Marquette Academy and had one year at Marquette Uni- 
versity. During that period he had carefully considered his future 
and in 1914 was graduated from the Marquette University Law 
School with the LL. B. degree. 

In 1910-11, when nineteen years of age, Leonard J. Kleezka 
taught at the Hanover Street school and in 1911 was instrumental 
in having citizenship classes established at the Forest Home Social 
Center, where as an instructor he initiated the representatives of 
nineteen nationalities, all older than he, into the duties of citizen- 
ship. While attending law school he also worked at the courthouse 
in the probate office. After his admission to the bar he was for 
seventeen years, or until May, 1930, associated with his elder brother, 
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Judge John C. Kleczka, in the general practice of law, his work 
covering all the courts, both federal and state. Since 1934 he has 
served as court commissioner, his steadfast course and marked abil- 
ity indicating the wise use he has made of his time and talents as the 
years have gone by. 

For the past twenty-eight years Mr. Kleczka has been general 
counsel for the Polish Association of America, a fraternal insurance 
company, doing business in twelve states. For the past eleven 
years he was and still is attorney for both Milwaukee’s daily Polish 
newspapers. He is the first person of Polish ancestry in the United 
States to serve on the board of regents of any state university, 
having been appointed three times as a member of the board of 
regents of the University of Wisconsin, first by appointment of 
Governor Albert G. Schmedeman for a six year term, then for a 
term of five years, from February, 1938, to 1944, by Governor Julius 
P. Heil, which appointment was unanimously confirmed by the Wis- 
consin Senate, and in 1944 he was reappointed for a nine year term 
by Governor Walter 8S. Goodland. He has served as vice chairman 
of the executive committee of the board of regents and is now serv- 
ing as chairman of the educational committee and is also a member 
of the personnel committee of the board of regents. He is one of the 
very few to receive the unanimous confirmation of his appointment 
by the Wisconsin Senate and of having received the endorsement of 
the University Alumni Association (yet he is not a graduate of said 
school). He is likewise a member of the board of governors of Mount 
Mary College. His principal interest outside of his family and his 
profession has always been in education for the greatest possible 
number. 

In 1938 Mr. Kleezka was unanimously nominated by the coalition 
committee of .seventy members, both Democrats and Republicans, 
from various parts of the state for the office of lieutenant governor 
of the state, but he declined to accept the honor, for he has no 
political ambitions, having always worked politically for others. The 
Hon. Walter 8S. Goodland was then selected by the coalitionists for 
said position and elected, and hus since become acting governor of 
the state. Mr. Kleczka was appointed by President Roosevelt as 
government appeal agent for draft boards Nos. 11 and 12 during 
World War I], and he is now serving in such capacity. He was also 
appointed a colonel on Governor Heil’s staff. In the year 1945 he was 
appointed by Governor Goodland as a member of the Governor’s Com- 
mission of Wiscensin on Human Rights. 

Mr. Kleczka is called upon to make public addresses on many 
subjects and he takes an active interest in every beneficial phase of 
civic government and public affairs. In politics he has always been 
a Republican and a worker in party campaigns. He is also active in 
Pere Marquette Council of the Knights of Columbus, having served 
as advocate and for the past several years he has been acting as 
faithful counselor (attorney) of the Bishop Henni General Assembly, 
the fourth degree branch of the order. He is a recognized leader 
in Milwaukee society. He is a member of the board of directors of 
the United War Funds and Community Committee of Milwaukee 
County, in which position he has served for several years. He has 
also acted as vice chairman for the past eleven years of the Arch- 
diocesan Catholic Charities, comprising seventeen counties in the 
Milwaukee Archdiocese. He speaks for and organizes campaigns 
and is also a member of the Speakers Bureau and a member of the 
advisory board of the Archdiocesan Holy Name Society and also a 
member of the Serra Club, the Archbishop’s Club of Milwaukee and 
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also a member of the Civitan Club and of the City Club. The Tuck- 
away Country Club has enrolled him as a member for the past 
fifteen years and he finds his recreation largely in fishing and golf. 
He greatly enjoys travel, in which he has indulged extensively. He 
is a man of broad experience and wide culture and ranks among 
Wisconsin’s most prominent and valued citizens. He and his family 
are members of St. Lawrence and St. Vincents Catholic churches. 

It was on June 28, 1916, that Mr. Kleezka married Pearl J. 
Gorski, who was born and reared in Milwaukee. After her grad- 
uation from high school she attended college and, like her husband, 
was a teacher in the Hanover Street public school. She is helpfully 
interested in all that pertains to civic, religious and educational 
development in the community. Mr. and Mrs. Kleczka have one 
daughter, Florence M. Kleezka, who was graduated with honors from 
Mercy high school and Mount Mary College, where she received her 
Bachelor of Arts degree and subsequently did postgraduate work 
and gained her Bachelor of Science degree in library science at the 
University of Wisconsin in June, 1940. She is a member of Delta 
Zeta sorority and for the past four years has held the position of 
assistant librarian and also assistant dean of women at the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin at Milwaukee. 


JOSEPH EMMETT TIERNEY, of Milwaukee, where he has practiced 
for approximately a third of a century, was born in Menominee, 
Michigan, May 5; 1886. His parents, William and Bridget (Welsh) 
Tierney, were natives of Ireland, the father from Dublin, the mother 
from Cork. In the early 1870s William Tierney left his native land 
to seek a home in the new world and was afterward a lumberjack 
at Marquette and at Menominee, Michigan. He died in the year 1902, 
having for three years survived his wife, who passed away in 1899. 

Joseph E. Tierney entered the industrial field on starting out in 
business life, learning the pattern making trade in the employ of 
the Prescott Manufacturing Company of his native city. Later he 
-came to Milwaukee to enter Marquette Academy, where he studied 
for a year, and then, with a desire to study mechanical engineering, 
he enrolled as a student in Marquette College. In the ensuing year, 
however, his deep interest in law was aroused and, ambitious to 
become a member of the legal profession, he matriculated in the Mar- 
quette Law School, from which he was graduated in 1911 with the 
Bachelor of Laws degree. He worked his way through school as a 
waiter in the Schlitz Hotel, his resolute spirit enabling him to over- 
come the difficulties and obstacles in his path and push steadily for- 
ward to his goal. 

After his admission to the bar in July, 1911, Mr. Tierney was 
associated with the law firm of Glickman, Goldman & Corrigan for 
about five years, and on the Ist of July, 1916, he formed a partner- 
ship with William J. Morgan, formerly attorney general of Wisconsin, 
under the firm style of Morgan & Tierney, an association that was 
maintained until October 1, 1917. He was elected city attorney in 
April, 1916, and served until December 31, 1924, and was also city 
attorney at West Milwaukee from 1916 to 1922, rendering able and 
valuable legal service in both instances. He became a member of the 
firm of Jennings, ‘Tierney & Powell, thus practicing until the senior 
partner, F. J. Jennings, went upon the bench, after which Mr. Tierney 
practiced independently for a time, but from June, 1930, until March, 
1939, was a member of the firm of Bitker, Tierney & Puchner, after 
which time he practiced alone. In February, 1941, he became a mem- 
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ber of the firm of Tierney, Waddeleton, Delahunt & Tierney, consist- 
ing of John L. Waddeleton, Robert Delahunt and his son, Joseph E. 
Tierney Jr. Although advancement at the bar is proverbially slow, 
he has advanced steadily step by step to an enviable place in the 
ranks of the attorneys of Milwaukee. He largely specializes in cor- 
poration reorganization insurance and municipal law and is particu- 
larly well versed along these lines. 

His membership connections in the professional field are with the 
Milwaukee County Bar Association, the Wisconsin State Bar Associa- 
tion and the American Bar Association. He is a member of St. 
Mathias Church, a Catholic rural church in the second oldest parish 
in the county, and he is a fourth degree member of the Knights of 
Columbus and of the speakers bureau of the Holy Name Society. 

His interest in civic affairs has been manifest in many tangible 
and effective ways. He is now acting as general counsel of the Wis- 
consin Highway Contractors Association and since 1926 has been a 
commissioner of the Circuit Court. 

On the 16th of October, 1915, Mr. Tierney married Alice Jennings, 
a sister of Judge Francis J. Jennings, who was judge of the civil 
court branch of Milwaukee. Mrs. Tierney was educated in the Mil- 
waukee Downer College and was teacher of home economics in the 
Milwaukee city schools prior to her marriage. She, too, is active in 
church work, being president of the Holy Angels Guild and a leading 
member of the Home School Association, composed of parent-teachers 
groups of the parochial schools of Milwaukee County. She is likewise 
an active member of the American Association of University Women. 
Mr. and Mrs. Tierney have five children: Joseph E. Jr., who is now 
a law student in Marquette University; Virginia May, attending the 
school of journalism of Marquette University; Alice Anna and Mar- 
guerite, who are students in the Holy Angels school; and William 
Henry, who completes the family. Their home, ‘Donneslough,” named 
for the place where Mr. Tierney’s ancestors lived in Ireland, is in 
the town of Greenfield, Milwaukee County. Mr. Tierney is a lover of 
horses and finds his recreation largely in horseback riding. 


CHARLES G. FORSTER. The industrial development of Wisconsin 
found an outstanding representative in Charles G. Forster of Mil- 
waukee, who for more than half a century was one of the prominent 
figures in connection with the manufacture and sale of lumber. He 
possessed initiative and enterprise that brought substantial results 
both for his own benefit and that of the industries with which he was 
associated. A life of great activity was ended when he passed away 
August 28, 1937, at the age of seventy-nine years. 

Milwaukee numbered Charles G. Forster among her native sons, 
for he was born in the family home at Fifteenth and Cherry streets, 
August 13, 1858, his parents being John and Walburga (Gruber) 
Forster, while his grandparents were Mr. and Mrs. John Forster, 
who spent their entire lives in Bavaria, where the former worked as 
a miller and later as a cobbler. Their son, John Forster, was born 
in Mendel, Bavaria, October 28, 1823, and was the fourth of seven 
children. He attended private schools of Germany, there learned 
the cooper’s trade and met the military requirements of the country 
by serving in the German army. He also served as mayor of his native 
village and was a trustee in the church. When thirty-two years of 
age he crossed the Atlantic and soon afterward became a resident 
of Milwaukee, where he conducted a cooperage shop in the Ninth 
ward until his growing business prompted him to secure larger 
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quarters at Fifteenth and Cherry streets, where he continued until 
his death, May 20, 1878. His wife, Walburga (Gruber) Forster, 
was a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Anton Gruber, of Washington County, 
Wisconsin, who were born in Germany and on coming to the United 
States in 1848 settled in Milwaukee. A little later, however, they 
removed to Washington County, where Mr. Gruber owned and oper- 
ated a farm until he retired from active business, after which he 
returned to Milwaukee, where he passed away in 1881, his wife hav- 
ing previously died in Washington County. 

Charles G. Forster, son of John and Walburga (Gruber) Forster, 
attended St. Joseph’s parochial school of Milwaukee until twelve 
years of aye and when about sixteen he became connected with the 
lumber business, obtaining the position of assistant bookkeeper 
with J. S. Mabbett & Company, lumber merchants. Later he was 
head bookkeeper during three successive periods of ownership of 
the business by other firms. In May, 1879, he resigned that position 
to become bookkeeper for Holzhauer & Forster, the junior partner 
being his uncle, George Forster, who in 1881 purchased Mr. Holz- 
hauer’s interest in the business and admitted his nephew to a part- 
nership under the firm style of Forster & Company. They conducted 
a retail lumber business at Fifteenth and Cherry streets and in 1885 
incorporated under the name of the Forster Lumber Company. On 
the death of his uncle in 1890, Charles G. Forster acquired his inter- 
est in the business and continued operations under the same name 
at the Cherry Street bridge until the plant there was destroyed by 
fire. Charles G. Forster then joined M. A. Burns in the purchase 
of a sawmill at Menominee, Michigan, where they continued their 
operations until their lumber supply in Michigan was exhausted. 

Mr. Forster next purchased a mill and one hundred and eighty- 
four thousand acres of timber land at Munising, Michigan, which 
was operated until the timber lands were depleted. In 1902, fol- 
lowing the death of Michael Hilty, head of the M. Hilty Lumber Com- 
pany of Milwaukee, he purchased an interest in that business, of 
which he then assumed charge. A little later the firm name of the 
Hilty-Forster Lumber Company was adopted and operations were 
continued at 3846 West Wisconsin Avenue, where the offices and 
yards of the company covery twelve acres. In 1930 Mr. Forster ac- 
quired ownership of all the company’s stock and continued as presi- 
dent until his death in 19387, being succeeded by his son Carl A. 
Forster. The extent and importance of his operations in lumber 
made him recognized as one of the leading industrialists of the 
state. He did not confine his efforts alone to that line, for he became 
one of the organizers of the A. O. Smith Corporation, of which he 
remained the vice president until 1907. In 1921 he and his son 
Carl A. Forster acquired the Wetmore Reamer Company and he 
was also president of this company until his death. He was likewise 
vice president of Yahr-Lange, Inc., service wholesalers to druggists. 
He was a man of determined purpose who carried forward to suc- 
cessful completion whatever he undertook. 

The military chapter in the life record of Charles G. Forster 
covered service with Troop A of the Wisconsin National Guard and 
he was serving as sergeant when he retired in 1898. He always 
maintained an independent course in politics. At the time of his 
death he was a member of the Wisconsin Club and the Milwaukee 
Athletic Club. He was a most devout and earnest member of the 
Catholic church. A man of benevolent spirit, he contributed gen- 
erously to many philanthropic enterprises. 
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Mr. Forster was married November 24, 1892, to Emilie V. Yahr, 
a daughter of F. T. and Emilie (Schaal) Yahr, at one time residents 
of Princeton, Wisconsin, and later of Milwaukee. Mr. and Mrs. 
Forster became parents of six children, a son, Carl A., mentioned else- 
where in this work, and five daughters, namely: Mrs. Frank (C. 
Loeffler, Mrs. W. J. Egan, Mrs. Warren H. Rich, all of Milwaukee, 
Mrs. James J. McClymount, of Berkeley, California, and Mrs. Bern- 
ard J. Cooper, of Chicago. 

The Yahr family, like the Forster, has long been represented in 
this state. Ferdinand Yahr, who was born in Prussia, December 17, 
1834, died in Milwaukee May 1, 1910. He came to the United States 
in 1849 and early engaged in the hardware business in Princeton, 
Wisconsin, where he was also interested in banking and he served 
as chairman of his township board and as president of the village. 
In 1890 he became a stockholder in the Charles Baumbach Company, 
wholesale dealers in drugs in Milwaukee, and was president of the 
company from 1893 until 1898. In 1898 the name was changed to 
Yahr-Lange, Inc. Mr. Yahr became president of the new concern, 
so continuing until his death in 1910. 


CARL A. FORSTER, who is the vice president of Yahr-Lange 
Inc. and who is identified with other business interests of Mil- 
waukee, was born in this city in 1893, a son of Charles G. and Emilie 
(Yahr) Forster. The ancestral record of the family is given on 
another page of this publication in connection with the sketch of 
Charles G. Forster, who for more than a half century was one of 
the foremost lumber merchants and manufacturers of this state. 

The student days of Carl A. Forster were devoted to the com- 
pletion of a course in Marquette Academy, from which he was 
graduated, and to two years’ attendance at the University of Wis- 
consin, after which he entered the wholesale lumber business with 
his father. When World War I was declared he enlisted in the United 
States Army and went overseas with Base Hospital No. 22. He 
returned in April, 1919, and re-entered the wholesale lumber business. 
In 1921 he and his father acquired the Wetmore Reamer Company, 
manufacturers of precision tools, and he became secretary and gen- 
eral manager. After his father’s death he succeeded him in the offices 
he had held in the various companies. In 1943 he disposed of his 
lumber interests and of the Wetmore Reamer Company, and has 
since devoted his attention to his duties as vice president of Yahr- 
Lange, Inc., service wholesaler to the drug trade. The business is 
one of the old established enterprises of the city, ever conducted 
along most progressive lines, and at all times meeting the full require- 
ments of the trade. While his father had long been a stockholder, 
director and vice president of Yahr-Lange, Inc., it was not until 
1939 that Carl A. Forster and his brother-in-law, Dr. William J. 
Egan, purchased control of the company. Carl A. Forster had been 
a director for several years prior to this time, and succeeded his 
father as vice president in 1937. 

Mr. Forster married Marguerite Luick, a daughter of William F. 
Luick, mentioned elsewhere in this work. The other members of the 
Forster household are: Lieutenant Carl Frederick Forster, who was 
graduated from the Riverside high school and attended the University 
of Wisconsin and Notre Dame University before enlisting with the 
armed forces. He is now a lieutenant in the air corps. Sergeant 
John Schroeder is also an alumnus of the Riverside high school and 
was attending Notre Dame University when he joined the army, 
being now a sergeant in the air corps overseas. Mary Jane attended 
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Milwaukee Downer Seminary, graduated from the Rockford (Illinois) 
high school, and in 1942 was graduated from Stevens College of 
Missouri. Nancy Clare, who graduated from Downer Seminary, 
attended St. Mary’s of the Woods at Terre Haute, Indiana, and is 
a graduate of Marymount College of New York. Polly Ann, the 
youngest daughter, a graduate of Downer Seminary, is the wife of 
Lieutenant Charles L. Anceney, who is on military duty with the 
Naval Air Corps. 

The religious faith of the family is that of the Catholic church. 
Mr. Forster is a member of the Wisconsin Club and the University 
Club of Milwaukee. A representative of one of the old and honored 
families of the city, he has spent his entire life here and has a circle 
of friends almost co-extensive with the circle of his acquaintances. 


ANTHON JOHANNES OPSTEDAL. Among the public officials who 
are administering the affairs of Wisconsin is numbered Anthon 
Johannes Opstedal, who is director of the State Bureau of Per- 
sonnel, with offices in the capitol at Madison. He has been identified 
with this department since 1925 and has been gradually advanced 
until he is now at the head of this branch of official service, fully 
meeting every requirement of the office and holding at all times to the 
highest standards of efficiency. Born in Dane County, Wisconsin, 
July 18, 1891, he is a son of Torkel J. and Anna (Nelson) Opstedal, 
both of whom were born in Norway. His grandfather in the paternal 
line was Johannes Johnson Torkelson. The Nelson family was also 
from Norway, the grandparents being Anthon and Anna Nelson, 
who on crossing the Atlantic became residents of Dane County. 
Anthon Nelson was a book and newspaper publisher of DeForest, 
Wisconsin, and possessed some very valuable old documents con- 
cerning the old Norwegian Lutheran church known as Hauge’s 
Lutheran Church, which constituted a most interesting account of 
the early church. These came into the possession of A. J. Opstedal 
and he has since deposited them with the library of the Norwegian 
Lutheran Church of America at St. Paul, Minnesota. Torkel and 
Anna Opstedal became the parents of two sons, Anthon Johannes 
and Joseph Arnold. An older adopted son, Christian, lost his life 
when sixteen years old in a shooting accident. Joseph Arnold com- 
pleted his medical education at Northwestern University and is 
a practicing physician in Seattle, Washington. 

In his youthful days A. J. Opstedal attended the public schools 
of DeForest and after completing the high school course enrolled 
as a Student at the University of Wisconsin, where he received his 
degree of Bachelor of Science in 1913. For eleven years thereafter 
he engaged in teaching school, spending ten years of the period in 
other sections of the state. He has now devoted twenty years of his 
life to public service, for in 1925 he became a staff member of the 
State Civil Service Department. In 1929 the Legislature reorganized 
this branch of the state service and established the Bureau of Per- 
sonnel. Since then he has worked his way upward, earning his 
promotions which have come to him from time to time until in 1938 
he was made head of the department. His gradual advancement 
has given him a complete and comprehensive knowledge of the 
work of the office, which has charge of the examination, certifica- 
tion, classification and salary administration of state service and 
a Staff responsibility for about nine thousand state employees. Every- 
thing has been most carefully and systematically arranged so that 
the work is carried on smoothly and efficiently, and the state is 
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ahead a large amount of money annually because of his careful 
administration of the affairs of the office. 

After becoming a member of the Blue Lodge of Masons, Mr. 
Opstedal advanced through the Scottish Rite bodies to the thirty- 
second degree in the Consistory and is also a member of Zor Temple 
of the Mystic Shrine. He likewise has membership in the Fraternal 
Order of Eagles, the Sons of Norway and in the Luther Memorial 
Church, and in these connections are found the rules that are the 
controlling factors in all of his relations in life, making him a man 
whom to know is to esteem and respect. 

In 1915 Mr. Opstedal married Mabel Wollenzein, daughter of 
Henry and Helen (Keppen) Wollenzein, of Mukwonago, Waukesha 
County, Wisconsin, and they have two daughters, Ruth Elaine and 
Dorothy Mae. Ruth E. has become the wife of Henry Kjentvet, of 
Madison, and the mother of two children, Karen and Henry. Steven. 
Mr. Kjentvet is an experienced personnel man and is now in federal 
service, doing personnel work under the secretary of war. Dorothy 
Mae enlisted in the U. 8S. Navy WAVES and served as a yeoman, 
stationed in Washington, D. C. Mrs. Opstedal belongs to the Lu- 
theran church, to Zor auxiliary of the Shrine, to the Eastern Star 
and the Parent-Teachers Association. She has served as president 
of these organizations and has taken part actively in many other 
civic and community undertakings. 


ARNOLD H. Barr, M.D. Heavy demands are made upon'the time 
and energies of Doctor Arnold H. Barr in his practice of medicine 
and surgery at Port Washington. He is well qualified by college 
training and practical experience for his chosen life work and in 
the years of his residence in Ozaukee County, dating from 1929, he 
has been accorded a liberal patronage. He was born in Chicago, 
Illinois, December 15, 1901, a son of Henry J. and Olga H. (Schmidt) 
Barr. The father, who was a lawyer by profession, practiced in 
Chicago and later retired to his home in Saugatuck, Michigan, where 
he remained to the time of his death in 1938. He was born in Brook- 


‘lyn, New York, and his wife, who is still living, is a native of Ger- 


many. They were the parents of two children, the elder being Edna, 
who is now the wife of William P. Wright, of Paw Paw, Michigan. 

Doctor Barr pursued his preliminary studies in the public schools 
of Chicago and of Saugatuck, and took his high school work in 
Valparaiso, Indiana, while later he enrolled as a medical student in 
Indiana University, where he gained his professional degree as a 
member of the class of 1926. He then spent two years as interne in 
St. Luke’s Hospital of Chicago, where he gained valuable practical 
experience and had the benefit of association with some of the 
eminent physicians and surgeons of the city. Thus equipped he began 
private practice in Oconto, Wisconsin, where he spent two years in 
active association with Doctor EK. A. Linger. 

The year 1929 witnessed the arrival of Doctor Barr in Port 
Washington, where he has since remained and through the inter- 
vening years he has built up an extensive practice, being one of the 
busiest physicians of this city. He keeps in touch with the trend of 
modern professional thought and investigation through his member- 
ship in the Washington-Ozaukee County Medical Society, of which 
he is a past president; the Wisconsin State Medical Association, to 
which he has been elected to the State Association’s House of Dele- 
gates; and the American Medical Association. His hobbies are 
photography and boats, and he is ardently fond of outdoor life, which 
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furnishes him the needed relaxation from his professional cares. 
He also belongs to the Masonic fraternity and the Shrine and is a 
loyal follower of the teachings and purposes of the order. 

In 1928 Doctor Barr married Miss Jeanette Walker, of Saugatuck, 
Michigan, who is a graduate of the Michigan State College and Peter 
Bent Brigham Hospital, Boston, and served as dietitian at the Michael 
Reese Hospital in Chicago prior to her marriage. She is a past presi- 
dent of the Woman’s Auxiliary of the County Medical Society and a 


member of the Port Washington Woman’s Club and the Port Wash- - 


ington Garden Club. The children of Doctor and Mrs. Barr are a 
daughter and son: Elizabeth, born August 31, 1931, and Robert 
Arnold, born December 31, 1935. Doctor Barr and his wife have 
made a real place for themselves in both the professional and social 
life of the community and are highly esteemed by all who know them. 


IK MMET LEE RICHARDSON, who is senior partner in the law firm of 
Richardson, Reeder, Stearns & Weidner of Milwaukee, is also asso- 
ciated with several important business corporations of the city and is 
accounted one of the public-spirited residents here, having given 
tangible proof of his interest in all matters pertaining to the general 
good. He has always resided in the Middle West, having been born in 
Wvansville, Indiana, November 7, 1870, a son of Robert Dale and 
Mary I. (bBollman) Richardson. The father was a well known lawyer 
and jurist, who for some time was a Circuit Court judge of Indiana. 

Kmmet L. Richardson supplemented his preliminary educational 
training by study in the University of Indiana and was there grad- 
uated in 1891. He afterward enrolled as a student in Leland Stanford 
Jr. University at Palo Alto, California, where he won his Master of 
Arts degree in 1892 and subsequently he taught French and German 
in Vanderbilt University of Tennessee. During this time he never 
relinquished his desire to become a member of the bar and after his 
teaching experience enrolled as a student in the Harvard Law School, 
Where he gained his LL.B. degree at his graduation in 1897. 

The following year Mr. Richardson came to Milwaukee, where he 
has since engaged in practice, now heading the firm of Richardson, 
Reeder, Stearns & Weidner, which is a continuation of one of the 
oldest law firms of the state, that of Wells & Brigham, which was 
established in 1852. Mr. Richardson has justly won the creditable 
place which he occupies as a member of the Milwaukee bar, never 
fearing that laborious attention which must always precede success 
as a counselor. He is largely giving his attention to real estate and 
corporation law and to trustee and estate matters, and he has wide 
and accurate knowledge of the legal principles which underlie his 
work. In addition to his practice he is president of the Escanaba & 
Lake Superior Railroad and is a director of the Marshall & Ilsley 
Bank, also officially and financially interested in various other cor- 
porations. 

Mr. Richardson largely finds his recreation in lawn bowling and 
has served as president of the Milwaukee Lawn Bowling Association 
continuously since 1928. He served as president of the American 
Lawn Bowling Association in 1941 and has continued as a member 
of the national board. His college fraternity is Beta Theta Phi and 
along professional lines he is connected with the Milwaukee County, 
Wisconsin State and American Bar associations. He is interested in 
all that pertains to the general good, as indicated in his six years’ 
service on the school board and one year as its president, during which 
time he put forth effective and far-reaching effort for the benefit and 
improvement of the city school system. Since 1898 he hus been an 
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active member of the First Unitarian Church of Milwaukee, to 
which his wife also belongs, and she is also one of the helpful members 
of the Association of University Women in Milwaukee. 

On the 9th of December, 1896, in Normal, Illinois, Mr. Richardson 
married Harriet J. Fyffe, a daughter of Dr. James R. and Clara V. 
(Fell) Fyffe. My. and Mrs. Richardson have one son, the Rev. Robert 
Dale Richardson, who was educated in the schools of Milwaukee, in 
Harvard University and Oxford University of England and who is 
now a Unitarian minister in Medford, Massachusetts. 


IRVING W. O?T is the president of the William Steinmeyer Com- 
pany, wholesale and retail grocers of Milwaukee. This is one of the 
old established commercial concerns of the city and its trade relations 
cover a wide area. Irving W. Ott is a son of Emil Harlow and Ida 
(Steinmeyer) Ott and through the paternal line is descended from 
Swiss ancestry. The grandfather on the maternal side was William 
Steinmeyer, whose name still figures in the grocery business of Mil-° 
waukee, for it was he who founded the business and placed it on a sub- 
stantial basis. He served as one of the defenders of the Union cause 
in the Civil War, being on duty for three years with the Twenty-sixth 
Wisconsin .Volunteer Infantry, and was wounded in the battles of 
Gettysburg and Shiloh. 

John C. Ott, the paternal grandfather, was born in Switzerland in 
1824 and attended Zurich University. He was twenty-three years of 
age when in 1847 he left the land of the Alps and came to this country, 
settling first in Monroe, Wisconsin, where he engaged in merchandis- 
ing. Later he went to Madison, where he owned a small grocery 
store until he retired from active business in 1892. His wife, who in 
her maidenhood was Catherine Deggler, was born in Lucerne, Switzer- 
Jand, and died when their son, Emil Harlow, was only eight years 
of age. 

Born in Monroe, Wisconsin, September 29, 1860, Emil H. Ott at- 
tended the public schools until he reached the age of sixteen. He 
then went to Milwaukee, where in 1877 he entered the employ of 
Blair & Pearson, dealers in china and glassware, with whom he re- 
mained for six months. He next became errand boy in the grocery 
store of Bauer & Steinmeyer and subsequently served successively as 
cash boy, clerk, bookkeeper and foreman, working his way upward 
as the result of his unflagging industry and faithfulness. As he 
advanced he received a certain interest in the profits of the business 
and eventually was taken into partnership, after which he was elected 
to the presidency of the company. He not only headed the William 
Steinmeyer Company in the conduct of an extensive grocery business 
but also was president of the Manufacturers Home, a company which 
he organized and managed. He ranked with the leading and most 
enterprising merchants of the city, at all times keeping abreast of the 
times in his business methods, and his energy and progressiveness 
were dominant elements in the success which crowned the enterprise. 

On the 14th of March, 1886, Emil H. Ott married Ida Steinmeyer, 
a daughter of his employer, William Steinmeyer, and they became the 
parents of three sons: Irving W.; Walter S., who married Louisa F. 
Frank, a daughter of Dr. Louis Frank; and Harvey L., all born in 
Milwaukee. 

With the death of Emil H. Ott in October, 1935, the three sons took 
over the business and have since carried it on, fully sustaining the 
unsullied reputation that has always been associated with the name of 
the Steinmeyer Company. Today Irving Washington Ott is the presi- 
dent, and his brother Walter S., the vice president. They carry on 
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both a wholesale and retail grocery business, and import and roast 
coffee. The business is located at 1044-1050 North Third Street. 

Irving W. Ott married Sophie Luedke, a daughter of August F. 
Luedke, a pioneer merchant and representative of one of the promi- 
nent early families of Milwaukee. He was one of the officials of the 
John Pritzlatf Hardware Company and was well known in commer- 
cial circles. Mr. and Mrs. Ott have a family of three children: Vir- 
vinia, who attended school at Dobbs Ferry, New York, is now the wife 
of Robert Kieckhefer, a member of one of Milwaukee’s old families; 
Robert Emil, who attended Dartmouth College and who married 
Betty Harnischfeger, daughter of Walter Harnischfeger; and Eliza- 
beth Katherine, who is now a student in Pine Manor at Wellesley, 
Massachusetts. 


Mrs. MINNIE HELEN KOENEN, librarian at Port Washington, was 
born in this city, March 31, 1875, and is a daughter of John and 
‘ Christine (Hoefer) Bartol. Her father, who was born in Belgium, 
December 15, 1845, was brought to the United States when but 
three months old by his parents, Anton and Katherine (Jung) Bartol, 
who left their home at Barnig, Belgium, and crossed the Atlantic, 
taking up their residence near Fredonia, Wisconsin. They were 
farming people and became closely associated with agricultural in- 
terests in that section of the state. 

Reared in the town of Belgium, Ozaukee County, John Bartol 
early became familiar with the best methods of tilling the soil and 
caring for the crops and at the same time was acquiring his education 
in the country school near his father’s place. He turned his attention, 
however, to commercial pursuits, becoming a traveling salesman and 
remaining on the road for twenty years. He then retired at the age 
of fifty and he reached the age of seventy-five years, his death oc- 
curring April 13, 1921, while his wife survived until August 17, 1936. 
They were married in 1878 at Port Washington and reared their 
family of three children, Minnie H., Henry W., and William C. Bartol. 

Mrs. Koenen was educated in the parochial school of Port Wash- 
ington and on the 11th of November, 1900, she became the wife of 
Joseph Koenen, a son of Nicholas and Mary (Rodenkirch) Koenen, 
of Newburg, Wisconsin. His father engaged in teaching school and 
also was the church organist for many years. Joseph Koenen was 
educated in the Grafton school and afterward became manager for 
the Panzer Lumber Company, winning for himself a creditable posi- 
tion in the business circles of the city. He was also a member of the 
Port Washington Military Band and he belonged to the Gesang 
Verein and to St. Mary’s Catholic Church. Mr. Koenen died July 11, 
1911, leaving his wife and two sons to mourn his loss. 

The sons of the family are Francis John and Bartholomew Henry 
Koenen. The former, born September 11, 1901, married Catherine 
Smith, of Chicago, and they have three children: Joseph James, 
Rita Ann, and Francis John Jr. Bartholomew Henry Koenen was 
born October 17, 1907, was graduated from Marquette University 
and married Iva Blong, of Port Washington. Their two children are 
Michael John and Mary Josephine. 

Mrs. Minnie H. Koenen is a member of the Catholic church and 
of the Christian Mothers. She was first appointed librarian in 1917, 
six years after the death of her husband. Following her father’s 
death she retired from the position but four years later was again 
appointed and is still serving in this capacity in a manner highly 
satisfactory to the general public. The Port Washington Public 
Library, which now contains eight thousand volumes and is a eredit 
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to the town, was started by a group of civic-minded women and was 
opened in a room in the basement of the courthouse. Later a removal 
was made to the Community Hall and today the library occupies a 
large, light and airy section of the high school building, where Mrs. 
Koenen renders to its patrons a service that is most helpful. 


FRED C. PRITZLAFF became president of the John Pritzlaff Hard- 
ware Company of Milwaukee in 1900 and thus assumed executive 
control of what is one of the oldest and largest wholesale hardware 
enterprises in this section of the country. It is true that he entered 
upon a business that was well established on a firm and substantial 
foundation, but in enlarging and further developing this many a 
man of less resolute spirit and of less initiative would have failed. 
Under his guidance the trade has continually expanded and Mr. 
Pritzlaff has always maintained his position as one of the foremost 
merchants of Wisconsin. 

Born and reared in Milwaukee, Fred C. Pritzlaff is a son of John 
Pritzlaff, founder and original promoter of the business, which he 
established in 1850. The father, John Pritzlaff, was born in Trutz- 
latz, Pomerania, Prussia, March 6, 1820, a son of Joachim and Marie 
(Laabs) Pritzlaff. He obtained a common school education in his 
native land and in 1889 came to America, a penniless, friendless 
youth of about nineteen years, Who had no knowledge of the English 
language but possessed courage and determination that enabled him 
to overcome the many handicaps which he faced. Going west in 
New York State, he worked as a laborer on the Genesee canal and 
later was employed on the Susquehanna River canal in Pennsylvania. 

In October, 1841, John Pritzlaff arrived in Milwaukee, where he 
soon found employment as a teamster at nine dollars per month. He 
next worked as cook on a steamship and in 18438 was hired as a 
porter, at a salary of two hundred dollars per year, by the firm of 
Shepardson & Farwell, iron merchants, continuing with them and 
their successors, the firm of Nazro & King, until 1850. In the latter 
year, with a small capital, Mr. Pritzlaff and A. F. Suelflow estab- 
lished a small retail hardware store at 299 Third Street, and of this 
he became sole owner in 1858. This he developed into one of the 
largest wholesale hardware concerns in the West, the trade steadily 
growing as the years went by. In 1861 he built a new store at 303 
Third Street and there remained until 1874, when he purchased 
lots on West Water Street, now North Plankinton Avenue, where 
he erected buildings that now cover the entire block. The business 
was incorporated as the John Pritzlaff Hardware Company in 1884, 
with Mr. Pritzlaff as the president, and he continued to head the 
enterprise until his demise on the 16th of August, 1900. Thus the 
penniless immigrant boy became one of the leading hardware mer- 
chants of the country, his success demonstrating the strength of 
his character and his strong qualities of industry, determination 
and perseverance and his well formulated plans which enabled him 
to reach the goal of prosperity. He was a very active member of 
Trinity Lutheran Church and he donated the half block of land on 
North Ninth Street, Highland Avenue and North Eighth Street for 
the present site of Trinity Lutheran Church, parish house and school 
building. He thus aided in promoting the moral as well as material 
progress of his adopted city and he did all in his power to advance 
the civic welfare. On the 14th of November, 1844, John Pritzlaff 
married Sophia Christina Bluhme, a daughter of I*rederick 'T. 
Bluhme, who in 18387 cast in his lot with the pioneer settlers of 
Milwaukee. 
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Their son, Fred C. Pritzlaff, pursued his education in the Lu- 
theran parochial schools and the Milwaukee Academy, and when 
eighteen years of age entered his father’s hardware business, start- 
ing at the bottom in order to acquire a thorough and comprehensive 
knowledge of every phase of the trade. As he became familiar with 
the different branches of the business he assumed larger and larger 
responsibilities and after his father’s death in 1900 was elected to 
the presidency of the company, which has now been in existence for 
ninety-four years and which is now the oldest hardware house in 
the Northwest. He continues in the presidency, with Fred F. Luedke 
as vice president and general manager; John C. Pritzlaff, as vice 
president and treasurer, and Edward F. Pritzlaff, as vice president 
and secretary. The company not only does a wholesale business in 
hardware but also handles steel, iron, machinists’ supplies, paints 
and varnish, cutlery, farm implements, dairy and blacksmith sup- 
plies, pumps, pipe and fittings, stoves and ranges, radios, sporting 
goods, floor coverings and other lines, and the business is repre- 
sented to the trade by salesmen who cover the entire territory west 
to North Dakota. The name of the house is synonymous with fair 
dealing and progressive methods throughout this area and like his 
father, Fred C. Pritzlaff is accounted one of the most substantial 
business men in this part of the coyntry. 

Mr. Pritzlaff has always adhered to the religious faith in which 
he was reared and has membership in Trinity Lutheran Church. 
He also belongs to the Wisconsin, University and Milwaukee Athletic 
clubs, the Milwaukee Association of Commerce and the Chenequa 
Country Club. 

It was in Buffalo, New York, on the 15th of September, 1887, 
that Fred C. Pritzlaff married Helen Smith, a daughter of John E. 
and Dorothea (Thomas) Smith, of Buffalo. Mrs. Pritzlaff died July 
22, 1941. She had been active in the Ladies Auxiliary of the Lu- 
theran Altenheim of Wauwatosa. In the family of Mr. and Mrs. 
Fred Pritzlaff are six children, three sons and three daughters. John 
C., the eldest, now vice president and treasurer of the John Pritzlaff 
Hardware Company, married Elinor Gallun and has three children, 
Marjory, Ann and John. Edward F., the second son, who is vice 
president and secretary of the Hardware Company, married Erna 
Mayer, and their children are Dorothea, Frederick and Erna. Rich- 
ard G. is a cattle rancher at Tecolotenos, near Las Vegas, New 
Mexico. Dorothy is the wife of Henry A. Meyer, and their family 
numbers Frederick, Helen, Virginia and Donald. Gertrude is the 
widow of Herbert O. Hewitt and has one daughter, Gale. Madeleine 
is now Mrs. Robert A. Chadwick and has a son and daughter, Robert 
Jr. and Carol. 


AUGUST CARL MOELLER. The life record of the selfmade man 
whose efforts have led to honorable and enviable success is a story 
that always stimulates interest and often proves an incentive to 
youths who must early depend upon their own resources. Such a 
record is that of August Carl Moeller, who when but thirteen years 
of age began earning his own living and who is today one of the 
leading lawyers and foremost business men of Milwaukee. He is ¢ 
native son of this city, born March 22, 1878. His parents, Daniel and 
Frederike Sophie (Ulriche-Schwassman) Moeller, were both natives 
of Germany, the former born in Schleswig-Holstein, July 4, 1842, 
while the mother was born in Mecklenburg, September 11, 1850. The 
father, who came to Milwaukee in 1874, was a cooper by trade and 
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continued to engage in the coopering business here until his death 
on the 80th of August, 1910. His widow survived him for two decades, 
passing away in March, 193 

August C. Moeller attended the public schools to the age of thirteen 
years and then secured work in a toy factory. After a few months, 
however, he became an office boy with the firm of Turner & A age 
well known attorneys, of whom the senior partner, W. J. Turner, 
became judge of the Circuit Court, while William H. Timlin was 
later an associate justice of the Supreme Court of Wisconsin. Thus 
Mr. Moeller gained his initial experience along the line in which he 
was destined to gain a most creditable name and place for himself. 
He also acted as office boy and later as law clerk with the law firm 
of Turner, Bloodgood & Kemper, and the duties which he performed 
aroused his interest in the profession, so that he began the study of 
law and later attended the Milwaukee Law School, now Marquette 
University, which bestowed on him the coveted Bachelor of Laws 
degree.. He was admitted to practice in 1908, after which he was 
employed by the firm until 1915, when he became a junior partner, 
remaining with Bloodgood, Kemper & Bloodgood until 1925, since 
which time he has practiced independently and has been accorded a 
goodly clientage. He early proved that he had the qualifications for 
success at the bar, being an earnest student and logical thinker, while 
his presentation of a point is always clear and convincing. 

Aside from his professional activities Mr. Moeller is now well 
known in business circles as the president of the Fidelity Realty Com- 
pany, operating largely in Milwaukee real estate, and as secretary 
of the O. R. Pieper Company, wholesale grocery merchants of this 
city. 

Mr. Moeller has membership in the Lake Park Lutheran Church, 
and he became a charter member of the Kiwanis Club, being espe- 
cially interested in its work for the underprivileged and in all activi- 
ties for the benefit of boys and girls that they may have normal 
opportunities for individual advancement and citizenship. He is 
also a loyal follower of Masonic teachings and has membership in 
Wisconsin Lodge No. 13, F. & A. M., Milwaukee Consistory, A. A. 
S. R., and Tripoli Temple of the Mystic Shrine. His recreational 
interests are fishing and golf and his hobby is philately, his collection 
of stamps being an DES ee one. 

On the 23d of December, 1913, Mr. Moeller and Helen Klode were 
married. She is a daughter of Frank Christian and Emily (Tom) 
Klode, both of whom were born in Germany. Her father, who headed 
the Klode Furniture Company, was one of the colorful and romantic 
figures in Milwaukee’s business history and in 1939-40 he was director 
of the State Department of Public Welfare by appointment of Gover- 
nor Julius Heil. Mr. and Mrs. Moeller have two daughters: Emily 
Jane, who was educated in the Milwaukee University School, the 
Iowa State College at Ames, Iowa, and at the University of Wiscon- 
sin, where she won her Bache slor of Science degree in home economics; 
and Helen Ilizabeth, who is usually known as Betty, attended the 
Milwaukee University School, Downer Seminary and ‘Wellesley Col- 
lege, both daughters thus being given liberal rextahal advantages. 
Emily Jane married Emil Hokanson, a lawyer, and now an Inspector 
General as Captain stationed in the South Western Pacific. Betty 
married Sigvart Arthur Hokanson, son of Rudolph Hokanson, presi- 
dent of the Association of Commerce. He is a lawyer by profession 
and is a major in the Trial Judge Advocates Department, stationed 
in Canada. 
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BRUSKIEWITZ FUNERAL Home is situated at 2101 West Mitchell 
Street in Milwaukee. It was founded by Albert Bruskiewitz, who 
died in 1941, when the business was taken over by his widow, their 
son and daughter. Albert Bruskiewitz was born on the west side 
of Milwaukee on April 23, 1884, a son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Brus- 
kiewitz. His father was one of the early residents of the west side 
of Milwaukee, where he engaged in buying cattle and conducted a 
packing house, supplying beef to retail meat dealers. 

When his school days were over Albert Bruskiewitz first turned 
his attention to the livery business and later entered the undertaking 
business, conducting his interests for thirty years in the same vicinity 
on West Mitchell Street where the funeral home is now located. The 
present funeral home was erected seventeen years ago and has always 
been liberally patronized. Mr. Bruskiewitz closely applied himself to 
the conduct of the business, introduced modern methods of caring 
for the dead and was thoroughly reliable in all business transactions. 

In 1916 Mr. Bruskiewitz married Miss Helen Lemanski, a native 
of Milwaukee and a daughter of John and Theresa (Tomaszewski) 
Lemanski. She was born on the block adjoining that in which she 
now carries on the business, her father having been proprietor of a 
shoe store in the 2000 block on West Mitchell. Mr. and Mrs. Brus- 
kiewitz became the parents of three sons and two daughters: Joseph 
E., who is a graduate of Pio Nono high school and of an embalming 
school, is now a funeral director and embalmer associated with his 
mother and sister in carrying on the business. Betty, who is likewise 
a licensed embalmer and funeral director and is active in the conduct 
of the business, is a graduate of the Mercy high school and also a 
past attendant of Marquette University. Leonard, who is an alumnus 
of Pio Nono high school and of Marquette University, 1s now an 
apprentice at the funeral home and is attending an embalming 
school. The younger members of the family are: Eleanor, an office 
employe, and Albert, attending an elementary school in Milwaukee. 

Mr. Bruskiewitz was a member of the Milwaukee Funeral Direc- 
tors Association, the Wisconsin State Funeral Directors Association 
and the National Funeral Directors Association and the family still 
maintain their afliliations with these organizations. Mr. Bruskiewitz 
was also an active and helpful member of the South Side Business 
Men’s Association, took an active interest in furthering the commer- 
cial development of that section of the city and at all times allied 
himself with progressive civic measures. He had membership in 
the Milwaukee Century Club and the Pilgrim Club and he belonged 
to the Knights of Columbus. At his death in August, 1941, his widow 
at once took over the management and conduct of the business, in 
which she is ably assisted by her elder children, and they have made 
the Bruskiewitz Funeral Home an establishment well worthy of public 
patronage. They render an economical, courteous service, give prompt 
attention to all calls and are always willing to adapt charges to the 
circumstances of their patrons, and to assist them in every possible 
way, so that they well merit the success that has come to them. They 
are constantly studying how to improve their service through the 
adoption of improved sanitary and scientific methods, and the results 
obtained are highly satisfactory to the public. 


EDWARD J. DEMPSEY, attorney at law, banker, business man and 
civic-minded citizen, now carrying on his manifold interests at 
Oshkosh, was born in Merton, Waukesha County, Wisconsin, March 
18, 1878. He is a son of Edward Louis and Ann (Mountain) Dempsey 
and a grandson of Thomas Dempsey, who came from Ireland, his 
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native land, to the United States, settling in Washington County, 
Wisconsin, in 1840, since which time the family has been represented 
in this state. William Mountain, the grandfather of Mr. Dempsey 
in the maternal line, also came from Ireland, crossing the Atlantic 
in 1836 and he, too, established his home in Washington County. 

Edward J. Dempsey is the eldest of the family of eleven children 
who were born to his parents, the others being: Thomas, who is 
engaged in the practice of dentistry in Milwaukee; William, an at- 
torney living at New Ulm, Minnesota; Janet, who is teaching in the 
public schools of Milwaukee; Robert, a manufacturer; Raymond, 
who is practicing law at Oshkosh, Wisconsin; Mary, a member of 
the faculty of the State Teachers College in Whitewater, Wisconsin; 
Louis, who is a lawyer by profession but is now living retired because 
of ill health; George, a physician practicing in South Milwaukee; 
Anna, a teacher in the public schools of Oak Park, Illinois; and 
Chester, who operates the home farm on which all of the children 
were born, for the father devoted his life to general agricultural 
pursuits. 

Edward J. Dempsey supplemented his early educational oppor- 
tunities afforded by the country schools near his boyhood by study 
in the State Teachers College of Oshkosh, which he attended from 
1898 until 1901. In the meantime, however, he had taught in rural 
schools for three years and after he was graduated from the Teachers 
College he was principal of the Frentz school of Oshkosh from 1901 
to 1903. As he considered the broad field of business, with its manifold 
opportunities along many lines, he determined to become a member 
of the bar and gave the three years from 1904 to 1907 to preparation 
for the legal profession. He spent three semesters as a law student 
in the University of Wisconsin, and during the summer session of 
1905 was a law student in the University of Chicago. He was ad- 
mitted to practice in April, 1907, and has since been an active attorney 
of Oshkosh, becoming a member of the law firm of Bouck, Hilton & 
Dempsey, in which connection he has since continued. 

While in law practice Mr. Dempsey has gained wide recognition 
of his ability, his aid and co-operation have been sought along many 
other lines and he is regarded as one of the outstanding business men 
of his section of the state. He is the secretary and a director of the 
Nicolet Paper Corporation, a director of the Henderson-Hoyt Com- 
pany, the Wisconsin Bankshares Company, the First Wisconsin Trust 
Company, the First Wisconsin National Bank of Milwaukee, the First 
National Bank of Oshkosh, the Title Guaranty Company of Wisconsin, 
the Millprint Products Corporation of Milwaukee, the Riverside 
Paper Corporation of Appleton, the Green Bay and Mississippi Canal 
Company of Appleton, the Wolf River Fiber and Paper Company of 
Shawano, the Universal Foundry Company of Oshkosh, and the Wis- 
consin Public Service Corporation of Milwaukee. He is a member of 
the board of trustees of Lawrence College at Appleton; is president 
of the board of bar commissioners of Wisconsin; is secretary of the 
Oshkosh Foundation and a trustee of the Children’s Country Home at 
Winneconne, Wisconsin. He is serving on the board of regents of the 
Wisconsin Teachers College, which position he has filled since 1914 
and since 1924 he has been president of this board. From 1917 to 
1923 he was a member of the Wisconsin State Board of Education. 

Along strictly professional lines Mr. Dempsey is connected withe 
the American Bar Association and the Wisconsin State Bar Associa- 
tion, and of the latter he was president in 1928-29. He belongs to Phi 
Alpha Delta, is a member of the Catholic church and the Knights of 
Columbus, the Candlelight Club and the Oshkosh Country Club. 
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Mr. Dempsey resides at 189 East Irving Street in Oshkosh. On 
the 26th of June, 1907, he married Sadie A. Hearn, a daughter of 
John and Margaret Hearn, of Waupaca. Their three children are 
John Edward, Joseph Francis and George Raymond. The eldest son, 
John IKdward Dempsey, attended Notre Dame University and Harv- 
ard University and received his Bachelor of Laws degree from the 
University of Michigan. He is now associated with his father in law 
practice. Ile married Ethelene Dubourbin, of Chicago, and they have 
four children: Thomas, Jeremiah, Mary and Susan. Joseph Francis 
Dempsey, the second son, attended Notre Dame and pursued his law 
course at the University of Michigan. He was associated with his 
father and brother in the practice of law until called to active duty 
in World War II as a lieutenant in the navy. He married Marion 
Babcock and they have one son, Timothy. George Raymond Dempsey, 
like his brothers, was a student at Notre Dame and later attended the 
University of Pennsylvania. He married Catherine Schwalm, of 
Oshkosh, He was a captain in the First Armored Division of the 
U.S. Army. He was in every major battle in the North African cam- 
paign. He spent the winter of 1943-44 in the siege of Cassino. In the 
spring of 1944 at Anzio he led the spearhead of tanks that took part 
in the capture of Rome and was killed in action north of Rome June 
28, 1944. He was awarded the silver star medal for bravery in action 
during the famous battle of Kasserine Pass. 


Max RASKIN, attorney of Milwaukee, who in his practice has 
largely specialized in labor and municipal problems that have ap- 
peared before the courts, was born November 8, 1902, in the city of 
Vitebsk, the capital of White Russia, on the Dvina River. His father, 
Samuel Raskin, and mother, Deborah (Golden) Raskin, came with 
Max and another son to the United States in April, 1912, remaining 
in New York until 1919, when the family removed to Milwaukee. 
Here the elder Raskin carried on his business as a wholesale and 
retail dealer in poultry. He was a member of the Anshe Leibowitz 
Congregation, the orthodox Jewish church, and died in 1935, at the 
age of seventy-two years, while his wife survived until 1938, and was 
seventy-nine years of age when she departed this life, both having 
passed away in the month of April of their respective years. 

Max Raskin, who is the youngest of a family of nine children, 
early displayed a deep interest in and talent for music, and when a 
youth was boy soprano who sang in choirs, musical organizations, 
and was soloist in large churches, at Carnegie Hall in New York and 
in other places of musical entertainment. He attended the public 
schools of New York City including Bushwick high school, and con- 
tinued his studies in the North Division high school of Milwaukee, 
from which he was graduated. It was early his desire to become a 
member of the bar and he never gave up the idea while earning his 
living by working as freight handler with the American Express 
Company, in the mail order department of Gimbel Brothers depart- 
ment store in Milwaukee, and as clerk in the Republican Hotel, utiliz- 
ing that means to secure the education which he knew must precede 
a successful professional career. He completed his classical course in 
the State Teachers College of Milwaukee in 1923, and he won his 
Bachelor of Laws degree at his graduation from Marquette University 
jn 1926. During his college days he was active in musical and dra- 
matic circles and his interest along those lines has never ceased. 

Admitted to the bar, Mr. Raskin began practice in 1926 as a 
member of the firm of Schenfeld, Raskin & Sanville, and later as a 
partner of Kershaw, Raskin & Bowman, devoting his attention to 
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general law practice. In due time he was admitted to practice before 
the Federal Circuit Court of Appeals and then before the Supreme 
Court of the United States. 

From 19382 until 1936 he was city attorney of Milwaukee, having 
been elected by the people in April of 1932. Prior to that, in 1930, he 
was a candidate for district attorney of Milwaukee County. He was 
the author of the Boncel ordinance relating to maintaining peace 
during strikes and other labor disturbances. The ordinance was the 
first of its kind in the country. When Mr. Raskin failed in his re- 
election the ordinance was repealed. While in force it was an effective 
instrumentality in bringing about industrial harmony, particularly 
during the time the Federal Labor Act (Wagner Act) was in the 
process.of being tested for constitutionality before the United States 
Supreme Court. He was responsible for the drafting and putting into 
effect Milwaukee city baby bonds, negotiable instruments that saved 
the city from financial insolvency during the depression period when 
tax collection fell to less than sixty per cent of the total. The city 
baby bonds became later the standard method for all municipalities 
finding themselves in financial difficulties, 

Since leaving the city hall Mr. Raskin has been associated in his 
practice with former Civil Judge William F. Quick. He is regional 
attorney for the State of Wisconsin for the International Union 
United Automobile Workers and Amalgamated Workers of America. 
He also represents a number of A. F. of L. unions. 

Since 1930 Mr. Raskin has been an active worker in the political 
field, having served on the National Executive Committee of the 
Socialist party of America. He was also vice chairman of the Farmer- 
Labor Progressive Federation of Milwaukee County until 1940. 

While city attorney he was trustee of the United States Municipal 
Law Officers, as well as trustee of the Municipal Law Section of the 
American Bar Association. In addition to the American Bar Associa- 
tion he is also a member of both the Wisconsin and Milwaukee Bar 
associations, aS well as the Lawyers Guild. 

His interest and activities include as well fraternal and religious 
groups. He is secretary of the Milwaukee Jewish Center, president of 
the B’nai B’rith Lodge, chairman of Milwaukee Jewish Council, mem- 
ber of the board of directors of Congregation Beth El, a past presi- 
dent of the Hakodimo, a charitable organization; a member of the 
Milwaukee Turners and the Knights of Pythias. For recreational 
diversion his interests are in tennis, golf and volley ball. 

In June, 1928, Mr. Raskin married Elaine H, Rosenblith, of Minne- 
apolis, daughter of Max Rosenblith, a dry goods merchant. Mrs. 
Raskin is active in the Woman’s Club, Parent-Teacher Association, 
Hadassah, Sisterhood of Temple Beth El and Woman’s League for 
Peace. Mr. and Mrs. Raskin have two daughters: Nancy, born in 
March, 1932, and Bonnie, born in March, 1935. Both Mr. and Mrs. 
Raskin during the war period have been active in the various war 
activities, assisting governmental agencies on a voluntary basis. 


S. GwyN SCANLAN, president of the Scanlan-Morris Company 
and the Scanlan Laboratories, Inc., is one of the prominent repre- 
sentatives of manufacturing interests not only of Madison but of 
the Middle West, his house holding a pre-eminent position in its 
line as makers of fine surgical equipment and sterilizing apparatus. 
Mr. Scanlan’s advancement in the business world has been one of 
steady progression. There have been no spectacular phases in his 
career but a steady development of his powers since he entered 
this particular field in young manhood, doing with thoroughness 


€ 


PE Od) NOTTS 
tS°.4)'$ et. 499 
iy 7 | a or 
ET BAS Ye ? 
Peas ws a 
phen ga vs aoe 
, tyeaiit? j 
S) 3A) ft 2 
4 ! 
Tit ita gy 34 
Ay - y 
‘ 
; 1 
: 
j 
j 
‘ 
: 
| 
; 
; 
i 
isa4) ‘it 
j ty P) Lf ia} 
cha 
‘ 
i 
j ) ‘ 
1{} Joes le 
‘ is } 
' _ 
wa ' Le | 
(FIT Mat 
b ets assis 
f : ¢. 
; POPOVY } 
. Ts 
fly ites yet iit 
: cA. 
Fi de 4DOUOTR 
Witla Pete 
‘; ts 
he Me} (ibs ¥% eddy 
VO CaTR 
wed yt of : i 
2 eee ; 
- 
th | pif peur fi 
’ Pi 
{dee aoe 2 
j expt} fly 
7) ty a4 4 
q eehalt O85 Yr a 
‘ ae el i 
es Le | , 
yo) ih: Beaks VV 
tt) i ir*Mg yn ! 
4 t2 , ) Bj "i 
HF Caw eee 


ala i desi jiasi> latebodoeds” 
tte hott sd? to Ngee 
‘ry , of GHRL Tine 20 ator" 
j it alqoog set ¥d hes: ale need: 
ih PTI wih “ot afabibus> 8 BAW 
' hi %¢ My hears ort} yo sokjen otit . 
 sodet «sete baw eontitie wah 
inves aft at bail att lo tes 
feet RW SORE uibvto oil? roliaals 
onigarnd gi yilsjnenisam 
f pita] bed off eed off ygoiveb 
leivoo ‘tot beteat quited To. sesso 
yuo aaw olf tanod omeique 
i win estuswlt joahs 
igncth lato mort yiio ot 
; ela. | t aval oF Tet naitvallos Kal 
hiahrade od votel sataced ebmed ydad 
: ih imivaanh mi aevieents \j atibai 
iv é Nod viie sit quivaesl sonic 
‘vid sonmot diiw soliostg 
iG POT * gauriogis 
f, W ofidgamtoA botinU 
4 ion sinevotdss cele oF 
Ave St (ADA O8GL sonia 
f ifuz! i £0 Bevitoe arse blot 
. i, 33 syirionté 20-ysts tuile er ot 
myth’ tt sobre webs’ ovi bam coded 
j iW a aT bit LEE C ii » otra Af 
A oaty vutet an flow ea. 24000 wal 
6s Weiibhe ni .opitsiveseA ite4 ateotsne 
ih & fod Yo todmetr w osle eb edo 
it | on? eo SW Ba ou ‘oi s190288R 
tivity ; 2G sacrto bei ei fl 
if i) io w¥storser ai sh §equory 
ir} isenviatta ug dsie id ino st omy, 
Yauud te eeteeth to. besad odd Tomeds 9 
m+ Site iweas 2 ‘ocutnaalats ats To dish 
t ulduiad ody Dae wernnwT ssluewi 
How etist mi oye dlesvetri sil noierovih: 
far hott aivend! Md BECL saat ob & 
b & i Aeseadt xg to aeldaueb aifoqn” 
f ast elrusctolt. edt ox ovitsa &i nblagi > 
Of Aja stamel to beordtadst® stavenbale a 
wd oer whee ek babe wad gongt > 
fy eth ni ipso treo Dita SeECI joel 
“ad even botuee saw edt paiwb ridead 


ri 
(R 
Pivijpiee 


“) ass 


you h ai erbtonsg wal lsxoney 


Hebieswd MAMA MIWD 2 
at <ssltotatode!d anion’ oft bre 


(i Biawaseat a oAtutant Vo eovitaties 


lod awuunt ett | geoW olbbiM ong) 


(99 (gutta fii to erodtno en oalf ” 


rit 4 
4 hey 
byepcy eben 


of? ri sretteorsvbha @ 
ud sved ovedT 


neluamoe Me 
olzesrso1g ybasle” 
ancloveh ybhbaoie & Jud 399789 
si blot salwoiitaq abi 


Sot 


iad ae rLivievos Bites PasiviIG 


ee gat? 


180 WISCONSIN 


every task assigned him and gradually becoming acquainted with 
every phase of the business so that he has utilized his opportunities 
wisely and well. 

Mr. Scanlan was born near Goodrich’s Landing in East Carroll 
Parish, Louisiana, of native-born American parentage. His paternal 
grandfather, a civil engineer, immigrated to America from County 
Cork, Ireland, settling first in Detroit, Michigan, but afterward 
removing to Buffalo, New York. Mr. Scanlan’s father, Robert M. 
Scanlan, was a cotton planter of Louisiana, and his mother, Agnes 
Almira (Morgan) Scanlan, was a descendant of the Morgans, ship- 
owners of Revolutionary War times. Her parents removed from 
Boston to Monroe, Louisiana, where they owned extensive cotton 
lands. 

S. Gwyn Scanlan’s early childhood was spent on his mother’s 
cotton plantations in Louisiana, but after the death of his father 
and the loss of the plantations through the vicissitudes of the 
reconstruction period following the Civil War, he moved with the 
family to St. Louis, later to Chicago, and at the age of thirteen 
years came to Wisconsin, living at Burnett Junction, Dodge County, 
for some years. He was educated in the public schools of Chicago 
and the high school of Horicon, Wisconsin, and at an early age 
went with a St. Louis company as a surgical instrument salesman 
on the road. Later he returned to Chicago and was associated suc- 
cessively with the Truax-Greene Company, the W. R. Grady Com- 
pany, surgical instrument houses, and with the Eugene Dietzgen 
Company, manufacturers of drafting supplies. During the time he 
was with the last named he designed and patented a drafting pen 
now widely used. In the hospital equipment line he designed ster- 
ilizers, operating tables and other surgical equipment. 

It was while traveling for the Eugene Dietzgen Company that 
Mr. Scanlan’s trips brought him to Madison, where he became 
acquainted and formed an abiding friendship with the late Thomas 
S. Morris, then manager of the University Cooperative. The two 
men discussed the formation of a company for the manufacture 
of hospital equipment, and in 1904 the Scanlan-Morris Company 
was incorporated and began manufacturing activities in a two-man 
shop near the present Chicago & North Western Railroad station. 

Mr. Scanlan has been actively associated with the company 
since its incorporation, being now president of the Scanlan-Morris 
Company and the Scanlan Laboratories, Inc. Under his personal 
guidance and ceaseless effort, the company has become one of the 
leading producers of fine surgical equipment and sterilizing ap- 
paratus, being favorably known throughout the entire world. His 
extensive knowledge of the requirements of the market, gained 
through close personal contact with the problems of the surgeon 
and hospital executive, has led to the development in the Scanlan- 
Morris shops of many original designs in equipment and apparatus 
that have contributed to improved hospital service and surgical 
techniques. 

Mr. Scanlan’s relations with all those associated with him in 
the business is on a man-to-man footing, based on his personal in- 
terest in and concern for each individual connected with the or- 
ganization. For many years his office has been located in the midst 
of the shops, where he is easily accessible to all. 

Mr. Scanlan gives generously of his time and interest toward 
improvement of conditions in the hospital equipment field as well 
as to industry.in general. For many years he has been active in 
the Wisconsin Manufacturers Association as a director and at present 
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is serving as treasurer. His contributions to civic causes also are 
liberal. He has been a member of the vocational school board 
for many years and is now its president. 

In 1897 Mr. Scanlan married Cornelia Ricketts, of Versailles, 
Kentucky. His hobbies are horses and dogs. He enjoys horseback 
riding and reads extensively. 


SCANLAN-MORRIS COMPANY. The factory and general office build- 
ings of the Scanlan-Morris Company are located at the entrance 
to Madison Square on East Johnson Street, Madison, Wisconsin, 
occupying an entire city block and adjoining property. The factory 
grounds are beautifully landscaped and the plant is therefore one 
of the-most attractive in Wisconsin. Many fine trees surround the 
buildings, including elms, cottonwoods, mountain ash, evergreen, 
arbor vitae and flowering crab. The office building, located at the 
entrance to the grounds, with its well kept lawns and shrubbery, 
the vine-covered factory buildings in the background, the ornamental 
wrought-iron fencing with its handmade entrance gates, present a 
picture quite unlike one’s preconceived idea of industrial plants. 
Entering the office building, the same cheerful atmosphere prevails 
in the well lighted, pleasant offices occupied by the various depart- 
ments. 

The company manufactures hospital equipment and sterilizing 
apparatus, and had a very.small beginning. It was incorporated in 
1904 by 8S. Gwyn Scanlan and the late Thomas S. Morris. Arnold 
Friker was the first and only workman at that time, and operating 
tables and hospital furniture were the first products manufactured. 
As the business developed, sterilizing apparatus and other lines were 
added. Mr. Friker became the first factory superintendent, con- 
tinuing in the position until his death. The company now employs 
about three hundred people. The principal officers of the company 
are and for many years have been 8. Gwyn Scanlan, president; 
Henry G. Scanlan, treasurer; William Herzog, secretary. The late 
W. R. Grady was for many years executive vice president. 

The company operates its own machine shop, blacksmith shop, 
(forgings), steel shop, copper shop, sheet metal shop, nickel and 
chromium plating department, enameling department, shipping 
rooms and store rooms for raw materials and for finished stock. 
In the same buildings are housed the Scanlan Laboratories, where 
surgical sutures are manufactured; also, headquarters and _ store- 
rooms for Stille (Swedish-made) surgical instruments, which the 
Scanlan-Morris Company imports and distributes in the United 
States and possessions. All the various shops and departments are 
well equipped with modern machinery and labor-saving devices. 

Scanlan-Morris Company’s products are well and _ favorably 
known throughout the world. The firm supplies large quantities of 
sterilizers and surgical equipment to the Federal Government for 
use in America and abroad, and has equipped many leading hospitals, 
including the Mayo Clinic and Allied Hospitals in Rochester, Minne- 
sota; Chicago Lying-in Hospital; Augustana Hospital, Chicago; Ford 
Motor Company’s hospitals; Charity Hospital, New Orleans, Louisi- 
ana; University Hospitals, Indianapolis; University Hospitals, 
Omaha; State of Wisconsin General Hospital, Madison; Pennsy]l- 
vania Hospital, Philadelphia (established 1731 under charter granted 
by King George II of England); Mount Carmel Mercy Hospital, 
Detroit; St. Paul’s Sanitarium, Dallas; Mount Sinai Hospital, Mil- 
waukee; Bikaner State Hospital, Bikaner, India; Rand Nursing 
Home, Johannesburg, South Africa; St. John General Hospital, St. 
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John, N. B.; Toronto Western Hospital; Hospital General, Guate- 
mala; Pekin Union Medical College, China; Hospital Americano, 
Mexico City; Hospital Municipal, Manizales, Colombia; Dispensario 
Asistencia Publica, Caracas, Venezuela. 

The company’s contribution to war work is notable. In 1943 it 
was awarded the Army and Navy E for high production in the war 
effort, followed by the E-Star awards for continued high production 
at six-month intervals. Large quantities of surgical sterilizers, 
operating tables, surgical lights and surgical sutures left the Scanlan- 
Morris shops and laboratories for use by the armed forces in all 
sections of the world. 

The consolidation of the interests of the Scanlan-Morris Company 
and Scanlan Laboratories with Air Reduction Company, Incorporated, 
was brought about July 1, 1944, through an exchange of the assets 
and the business of the Scanlan-Morris Company for stock of Air 
Reduction Company, Incorporated. 


REV. JOSEPH DE Maria, P. S. M., who is pastor of the Church of 
St. Anthony of Padua, situated at 7616 West Stevenson Street in 
Wauwatosa, just across the line that constitutes the city limits of 
Milwaukee, was born in New York and was reared and educated in the 
East, receiving his theological training under the Pallottine Fathers 
in Washington, D. C. He was ordained on December 24, 1922, and 
said his first Mass on Christmas day at Holy Cross Church. Later 
he was sent to Germany for further study and spent two and a half 
years there, remaining from 1925 to 1927, and while in that country 
he taught English in German colleges. 

With his return to Milwaukee, Father De Maria was appointed 
assistant at the Church of St. Anthony of Padua and was made 
pastor in 1989. This parish was organized as a mission in 1923 and 
was called St. Anthony’s mission, while the new frame church that 
was erected was dedicated to St. Anthony of Padua. From that 
time on the work has been carried steadily forward. The new school 
was opened in September of that year and since then the parish has 
been doing splendid educational and religious work. The number of 
Catholic families in that district increased rapidly and when Mil- 
waukee annexed the section west of the Wisconsin Avenue viaduct 
in 1925, St. Anthony’s parish was only a few blocks from the city 
limits. The mission was created a parish by the Most Rev. Arch- 
bishop Sebastian Messmer and Father Peter Schroeder was appointed 
the first pastor. He was followed by Father James Maurer, P. S. M., 
who was appointed pastor on January 6, 1926, and served until his 
death in 1939. 

Father De Maria has been largely instrumental in developing 
the Pius XI high school of the parish, which now has an attendance 
of four hundred and eighty, who receive instruction from thirteen 
school Sisters of St. Francis and from five lay teachers. There are 
also three hundred and fifty pupils in the grade school, which is con- 
ducted by eleven Sisters of St. Francis. The parish property now 
includes the combined church and hall, the Sisters’ home, the grade 
and high school buildings and the rectory, all substantial structures, 
which are an expression of the fidelity and loyal support of the people 
of the parish in the work of their church. A little more than a 
decade ago St. Anthony’s of Padua was a struggling little mission 
and today it is a strong and growing parish, its work and its influence 
constantly increasing. Father De Maria has been connected with 
the work all through the formative years and has had much effect 
in promoting its activities in behalf of its material and spiritual 
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development, his labors being far-reaching and resultant. He is also 
the editor of The Catholic Apostolate, a magazine for the promotion 
of Catholic ideals, published by the Pallottine Fathers. 


Dr. ROBERT EK. TERRY is a most capable, efficient and popular 
physician and surgeon of Cuba City and in addition to an extensive 
private practice he does much hospital work at Dubuque, Iowa. His 
preliminary training was thorough and comprehensive and _ since 
licensed to practice he has made steady advancement as a result of 
the further knowledge that he has gained through experience and 
wide reading in the professional field. 

Doctor Terry was born at Baraboo, Wisconsin, April 9, 1896, a 
son of Edmund and Mary (Kennelly) Terry. The Terry family record 
is found on other pages of this publication. The public school system 
of Baraboo afforded Doctor Terry his educational opportunities until 
he had completed the work of the grades and the high school, and 
when he had mentally reviewed the broad field of business with its 
countless opportunities along many lines he decided that he wished 
to become a physician and took premedical courses at both Notre 
Dame and Marquette universities. He next entered St. Louis Univer- 
sity, where he was graduated in 1924. Having won his professional 
degree he put his theoretical knowledge to the practical test by 
serving as an interne for three years, this time being divided between 
the Marine Hospital on Staten Island, New York, where he was resi- 
dent physician for a year, and the Lying-in Hospital and Mount Sinai 
Hospital. Doctor Terry was an enlisted man during the first World 
War but was kept in school to pursue his medical work. During his 
internship'in New York he was an officer in the U. S. Public Health 
Service. 

Returning to his native state, Doctor Terry opened an office in 
Cuba City in 1927 and from the beginning has been very successful 
here. For seventeen years he has ministered to the sick and suffering 
in southwestern Wisconsin, and his ability is more and more widely 
recognized, so that he is now regarded as one of the leading repre- 
sentatives of the profession in this part of the state. His home, which 
is a very lovely one, was so arranged that he could have his laboratory 
in the residence. His offices and laboratory are as well equipped 
as a clinic although he does not call it a clinic even though he main- 
tains complete laboratory, X-Ray, physiotherapy and other equipment 
and employs a registered nurse, technician and secretary. He also 
does much hospital work in Dubuque, Iowa, which is only twenty 
miles distant, where he is on the staff of both Mercy and Finley 
hospitals. 

In addition to his professional interests Doctor Terry is the owner 
of the Refrigerated Locker Service at Cuba City. He belongs to the 
Catholic church and the American Legion. His strictly professional 
membership connections are with the Grant County, Wisconsin State 
and American Medical associations. 

On September 20, 1922, Doctor Terry married Loretta Timblin, 
of Eden, Wisconsin, a daughter of William and Mary (Ryan) Timblin, 
of Fond du Lac, Wisconsin. Mrs. Terry is a graduate of the Fond du 
Lac high school and is a registered nurse, being a graduate of St. 
Joseph’s Hospital of Milwaukee. They have four children: Robert 
E. Jr., born in Fond du Lac, July 20, 1923, was taking a premedical 
course at Notre Dame University until his enlistment in the United 
States Marine Corps for service in the second World War; William 
Edmund, born on Staten Island, New York, December 8, 1925, was 
pursuing a premedical course at Marquette University when he, too, 
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enlisted in the Marine Corps; John Thomas, born at Cuba City, 
March 138, 1928, a student at Loras Academy, Dubuque, Iowa; and 
Mary Grace, born in Dubuque, Iowa, April 5, 1931, who is attending 
Visitation Academy in Dubuque. The Doctor finds diversion from 
professional cares in fishing and gardening, and he takes great pride 
in his home, which gives every evidence of his careful supervision 
with its well kept lawns and beautiful flowers and shrubbery. He is 
a man of pleasing personality whose genial disposition and hopeful 
spirit are an inspiration to his patrons, and few men in southwestern 
Wisconsin have a larger circle of friends. 


WILLIAM KAUMHEIMER. No history of Milwaukee would be com- 
plete ‘without extended reference to William Kaumheimer, who for 
many years was regarded as a leader at the bar of this city and 
who through an extended period was connected with many progressive 
public movements here. He spread around him much of the sun- 
shine of life by his efforts to promote happiness for the individual 
and improvement for the community at large, and his worth as a 
man, a lawyer and a citizen was widely acknowledged. 

Mr. Kaumheimer was born in Houston, Texas, April 22, 1869, 
and died in Milwaukee August 31, 1932. His parents were Jacob 
and Lisette (Klein) Kaumheimer, the former a native of Bavaria 
and the latter of Baden, Germany. Coming to the United States, 
they settled first in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and later went to 
Houston, Texas, whence they came to Milwaukee in 1874. 

At that time William Kaumheimer was but five years of age, so 
that he was practically reared here and attended the public schools 
until he had completed one year of the high school course. At the 
age of thirteen years he started out to make his own way in the 
world, working in a real estate office from 1882 to 1886 and from the 
latter date to 1895 as an employee of the Milwaukee Harvester Com- 
pany. It was his earnest desire and purpose, however, to become 
a member of the bar and he studied in the night sessions at the 
Milwaukee Law School, now a part of Marquette University, which 
later conferred on him the honorary LL.B. degree. Admitted to the 
bar in December, 1894, he began practice in Milwaukee, being asso- 
ciated with O. T. Williams from 1894 to 1896, after which he prac- 
ticed independently until 1919, when he became a member of the 
firm of Kaumheimer & Kenney. He was a very successful lawyer, 
long occupying a prominent position as an attorney here, as shown 
in his connection with many of the important cases that came up 
for trial in the courts of the district. He continued in general civil 
law practice and his high standing is shown in the fact of his elec- 
tion to the vice presidency of the Wisconsin State Bar Association. 
He also entered commercial circles as a director of the firm of Ed 
Schuster & Company, Inc., and was also connected with other financial 
and corporate directorships. 

Mr. Kaumheimer was very actively identified with civic affairs, 
but he never sought or desired political office, preferring to assist 
the public as a private citizen rather than as an office holder. He 
was a member of the board of trustees of the Milwaukee Public 
Library for an extended period and served as its chairman for ten 
years. In 1916 he became one of the founders and the first president 
of the Legal Aid Society and in 1928 was president of the National 
Legal Aid Society. He was one of the organizers and promoters 
of the movement for a sane Fourth of July celebration, which 
awakened considerable attention throughout the country and he was 
the first chairman of the Milwaukee Community Christmas tree 
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celebration. He was also a director of the Milwaukee Auditorium, 
was chairman of the legal advisory board of Milwaukee County 
during World War I and was active in all phases of war work in the 
first World War. He likewise served as president of the Milwaukee 
Bar Association in 1920 and he was constantly alert to any oppor- 
tunity for the upbuilding and benefit of the city along civic lines 
and sought to improve conditions and promote the happiness and 
welfare of his fellowmen. 

On the 12th of June, 1898, Mr. Kaumheimer married Miss Elsie 
Katzenstein, who was born and reared in Platteville, Wisconsin, and 
is now a resident of Milwaukee. Mr. Kaumheimer was well known 
through his social and club relationships, belonging to the Masonic 
order, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, the Milwaukee 
Athletic Club and the University Club. Men everywhere honored 
him for what he accomplished and respected him for the methods 
of his achievements, and the sterling worth of his character was 
attested by all with whom he was associated. 

Leon EH. Kaumheimer, who was his father’s associate and is his 
successor in the practice of law in Milwaukee, was born February 
10, 1900, in the city which is still his home, and after attending the 
Riverside high school and the Northwestern Military & Naval Acad- 
emy at Lake Geneva, entered the University of Wisconsin, where 
he was graduated with the Bachelor of Arts degree with the class 
of 1921. During his student days there he became a member of 
the Artus Society and Phi Beta Phi. He next became a law student 
at Harvard, where his LL.B. degree was conferred on him in 1924. 
With his return home he became associated with the law firm of 
Kaumheimer & Kenney, of which his father was the senior partner, 
and which was later Kaumheimer & Kaumheimer, this association 
being maintained until his father’s death in August, 1932. Since Jan- 
uary 1, 1938, he has headed the firm of Kaumheimer, Alt & Likert, 
giving his attention to civil practice, especially in the field of corpora- 
tion law. His wife in her maidenhood was Marion Wechselberg, of 
Milwaukee. 


CHARLES A. ORTH, attorney at law with offices at 152 West Wis- 
consin Avenue, has been a member of the bar of this state for more 
than fifty-one years and has long practiced as a partner in the firm 
of Orth & Orth in Milwaukee. He has also been a court commissioner 
since 1913. He was born in 1870, a son of John and Augusta (Kilian) 
Orth and is a representative in the maternal line of one of the oldest 
families of this city. His grandfather, Adam Kilian, who was born 
in Germany, settled in the Milwaukee area during the period of its 
pioneer development, devoting his attention in the early days to 
general farming. He also owned and conducted a grocery store on 
North Avenue where the Sears-Roebuck store is now located. His 
daughter, Mrs. Orth, was born in Milwaukee in 1849 and reached 
the age of fifty-eight years when she passed away on May 6, 1907. 
On the paternal side Charles A. Orth is also of German lineage, his 
father having been born in Darmstadt, Germany, where he remained 
until fourteen years of age, when he crossed the Atlantic and made 
his way at once to Milwaukee. Here he later conducted a restaurant 
and also engaged in the coal and wood business, remaining a resident 
of this city until his death, which occurred on Christmas day in 
1896. 

In the family of John and Augusta (Kilian) Orth were seven chil- 
dren, of whom five are yet living. These are: Elizabeth, a resident 
of Milwaukee; Charles A., whose name introduces this record; Dr. 
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Daniel A. Orth, who is a practicing surgeon and physician of Chicago; 
Franklin F., who is a partner of his brother Charles in the law firm 
of Orth & Orth; Clara, who died in 1909; Mrs. Olive Riedl, who died 
in 1931, and whose son, Charles A. Riedl, is an associate in law prac- 
tice of Orth & Orth; and Adela, the wife of Peter Arnolds, of Chicago. 

Charles A. Orth obtained his early education in the Milwaukee 
schools and was graduated from the East Side high school. With a 
desire to become a member of the bar he enrolled as a law student 
in the University of Wisconsin, where he won his LL.B. degree at 
his graduation with the class of 1893. He began practice in Mil- 
waukee as a member of the firm of Sylvester, Scheiber & Orth, since 
which time various changes have occurred in the partnership person- 
nel but for thirty years the name of Orth & Orth has been maintained, 
the senior members being Charles A. Orth and his brother Franklin 
F. Orth. The former’s sons, Franklin L. Orth and Charles A. Jr., 
and his nephew, Charles A. Riedl, are associates of the firm but all 
are now in military service. 

Charles A. Orth married Meta Wefing, a native of Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, on June 10, 1906, and their family now numbers two 
sons and a daughter. The eldest is Lieutenant Colonel Franklin L. 
Orth, who won his Bachelor of Laws degree at the University of 
Wisconsin and joined his father’s law firm, with which he practiced 
until he joined the armed forces. He was in training at Camp 
Grant and at Fort Benning, Georgia, and afterward was stationed at 
Washington, D. C., in charge of the personnel department for some 
time but is now on duty overseas. He married Elizabeth Hannum, 
and they have two children, Marilyn and John. The daughter, Marie 
C., who is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin and served as 
secretary to Judge Oscar M. Fritz of the Wisconsin Supreme Court, 
is now the wife of Leslie Aspin, and they have two children, Leslie Jr. 
and James. The youngest of the family is Lieutenant Charles A. Jr., 
who, like his brother, won his law degree at the University of Wis- 
consin and then joined the firm of Orth & Orth in law practice, in 
which he was active until he enlisted for service in the second World 
War. He had his training at the Great Lakes Naval Station and was 
commissioned a lieutenant, after which he was stationed in Chicago 
for two and a half years, while at the present time he is on duty at 
Washington, D. C. He married Ruth Plenzke, of Madison, Wisconsin. 


She is an author and was a teacher of speech at Carroll College at - 


Waukesha prior to her marriage. They have one child, Bonnie Orth. 
Charles A. Ried] is likewise a lieutenant in the army and is at present 
overseas in the judge advocate’s department. He is not married. 
Charles A. Orth is a member of the American, Wisconsin State and 
Milwaukee County Bar associations. 


GEORGE Roy HowITT, who since 1930 has been state agent for the 
United States Guarantee Company, with offices in Milwaukee, is 
widely known as a representative of insurance interests in Wiscon- 
sin and is equally recognized as a leader in American Legion circles, 
having previously served as department commander of Wisconsin. 
On these two lines of activity he concentrates his efforts with results 
that are far-reaching and beneficial. His entire record is one which 
reflects credit upon this, his native state. 

Born in Waterford, May 8, 1879, George R. Howitt is a son of 
Matthew and Mary Jane (Small) Howitt, both now deceased. The 
father passed away at the age of seventy-four years. The mother 
afterward made her home with her son George and died in December. 
1941. Both his paternal and maternal grandfathers were from 
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Scotland and the two families were early established in this state. 
Matthew Howitt was a farmer in both Racine and Waukesha coun- 
ties and he also engaged in the milling business in Pewaukee. He 
took an active interest in politics, serving as chairman of the Re- 
publican executive committee of Waukesha County and he was also 
mayor of Pewaukee, a member of the Pewaukee school board and 
county commissioner, serving as a member of its building committee 
at the time when several of the county buildings were erected. He 
was also a member and active worker in the Presbyterian church 
and he served his fellow townsmen wisely and well in connection 
with the material, political and moral upbuilding of his community. 

George R. Howitt completed his public school training as a stu- 
dent in the Pewaukee high school and then in preparation for the 
bar attended the University of Wisconsin, where he was graduated 
with the Bachelor of Laws degree in 1903. He worked his way 
through college, depending upon his own labors and resources for 
the funds Which met the expenses of the course. After his grad- 
uation he was in the office of the secretary of state for some time 
and then engaged in the private practice of law in Waukesha for 
six years. On the expiration of that period he joined the Cutler- 
Hammer Company in the production department, there continuing 
until he. enlisted for military service in August, 1917. 

Going to the Officers Training Camp at Fort Sheridan, Ilinois, 
Mr. Howitt was commissioned a captain of infantry and sent to join 
the American Expeditionary Forces in December, 1917. He attended 
the army school at Langres, France, and afterward served with 
the British and French troops until assigned to the Sixtieth Infantry 
on May 1, 1918. He was on duty as adjutant, then as company 
commander and later was promoted to the rank of major. He 
was made battalion commander and saw service in the Bar-sur- 
Aube training area, participating in active duty in the Vosges 
Mountains, at St. Mihiel and in the Argonne campaign, after which 
he was with the Army of Occupation. In General Orders he was 
mentioned as follows and awarded the Silver Star decoration: “In 
actual battle as company commander and later as battalion com- 
mander he displayed the utmost loyalty and devotion to duty. He 
personally advanced with his troops under the most intense enemy 
artillery and machine-gun fire, leading and encouraging them in 
the difficult tasks assigned them. He personally participated with 
the forward elements of the regiment in the attack on and capture 
of Cunel and Marveaux.” 

In March, 1919, Major Howitt was assigned to the One Hundred 
and Sixty-eighth Infantry of the Forty-second Division, with which 
organization he returned to the United States and received his dis- 
charge as major. He was afterward with the Infantry Reserves for 
five years. 

Resuming connection with civilian life, Major Howitt was again 
with the Cutler-Hammer Company until 1925, when he became spe- 
cial agent for the United States Fidelity & Guaranty Company and 
since 1930 he has filled the responsible position of state agent with 
the United States Guarantee Company, handling surety and fidelity 
insurance. He is thoroughly familiar with the insurance field in 
all of its branches and departments and merit has brought him to 
the front along this line. 

Mr. Howitt has no political ambition but without his consent 
he was nominated by the Republican party for the office of lieutenant 
governor, but would not accept the place on the ticket. His chief 


interest outside of business circles has been in the American Legion. 
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He organized the Pewaukee Post and refused to be its first com- 
mander although later he did serve in that position, but he wanted 
a private to have the honor of being the first commander of the 
Post. He has filled the office of commander of the First District 
Department, has been vice commander and later commander of 
the Wisconsin department of the American Legion, filling the last 
named office in 1932-38. He was one of the committee that reor- 
ganized the financial operations and made a permanent finance com- 
mittee the beginning of the financial stability of the Wisconsin de- 
partment. As vice commander he took two months’ leave of absence 
from his own work to serve as chairman of the $300,000 endowment 
drive, which was over subscribed and gave the department $100,000 
with which to establish Camp Legion at Tomahawk, Wisconsin. He 
was made a member of the first camp board and assisted in pur- 
chasing and establishing the camp. For six years he was a member 
of the board of the Badger Legionaire, the publication of the Wis- 
consin department, and he had a part in converting heavy annual 
losses into profit, so that the publication could be continued. He 
also served as executive vice president of the American Legion Cor- 
poration of Milwaukee, which had charge of all activities incident 
to getting the 1941 convention of the Legion to Milwaukee, directing 
this stupendous task in a most able and effective manner. He is 
likewise a member of Voiture 85 of the 40 and 8. 

In September, 19438, at a meeting of the Wisconsin Council of 
Defense Mr. Howitt, who was at that time chairman of the Council, 
was unanimously appointed state defense director. He succeeded 
the late John Cudahy and resigned as council chairman to assume 
his new duties. 

Aside from his very active connection with the American Legion, 
Mr. Howitt is a loyal follower of the teachings of Masonry and for 
two years he was president and is now a member of the executive 
committee of the Wisconsin Association for Crippled Children. Back 
of all this is his membership in Calvary Presbyterian Church, of 
which he is one of the trustees. 

Mr. Howitt married Miss Edith Probert, who is of Welsh descent. 
Her father, William Probert, who came from Wales, was a promi- 
nent and progressive farmer of Dousman, Wisconsin, who was much 
interested in educational development in his community, and was 
regarded as a most substantial and worthy citizen of that district. 


OSHKOSH PUBLIC LIBRARY. Eighty years ago there was a public 
demand in Oshkosh for a public library. Working people and many 
others were eager for books and as early as 1866 the Young Men’s 
Christian Association decided to have a collection of books that could 
be used by the general public. In 1868 this collection was turned over 
to the newly formed Oshkosh Library Association but it was not until 
October, 1895, that the institution took concrete form when Mayor 
Kellogg, after insistent urging on the part of several civic minded 
groups, appointed a public library board and the city council appro- 
priated a small sum for its support. 

It was in June of the same year that Mrs. Abbie Harris died. She 
and her husband had often talked of aiding a library project, and in 
concurrence with his wishes when Mrs. Harris made her own will she 
bequeathed the bulk of her estate to the city, amounting to $75,000, 
with the stipulation that the city would supply an equal sum. Senator 
Sawyer later gave $25,000 for the project and as the deadline of time 
for the acceptance of the bequest approached, Mayor Ideson issued 
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bonds to the amount of $50,000 on May 81, 1898, and the project was 
thus under way. 

The City Hall granted the use of one of its rooms for library pur- 
poses and Miss Mary Olcott was the librarian. Later a removal was 
made to the Barber home, which was later torn down to provide a 
lawn setting for the present library building, which was opened in 
September, 1900. 

While no additions have been made to the main structure during 
the intervening years, branch libraries have been opened from time to 
time, the South Side branch in 1913. Early in 1929 it was removed to 
the Security Bank building, which was purchased and remodeled by 
the city. The second branch, on West Algoma, near Sawyer Avenue, 
was opened in March, 1916, and it is now located in the Roosevelt 
school, where it serves both the school and community needs. A third 
branch was opened when the Merrill junior high school was organized 
in 1932. In September, 1940, when the new South Park junior high 
school was opened, another branch was established, just for use of the 
school. 

The Winnebago County Library functions through the Oshkosh 
Library. It was opened as a Traveling Library in 1901 for the rural 
residents, with an appropriation of $325, and in November, 1926, the 
county rural supervisors decided to establish the present county h- 
brary system with a larger appropriation, and made a contract with 
the Oshkosh Library to furnish the headquarters and act as the ad- 
ministering unit. No city is included in this service. There are five 
branches in as many towns, together with one hundred and twenty- 
two stations in schools, farm homes, community clubs and village 
homes. The circulation of books in 1944 in Winnebago County 
amounted to 120,805. The Oshkosh Public Library endeavors to meet 
the constantly increasing demand for works on technical subjects of 
every kind in which the Oshkosh industries are interested. There 
were 93,312 volumes in the Oshkosh Library December 31, 1944, with 
a circulation of 355,009. The Library also attempts to meet the 
special requests from their patrons. There is a well appointed and 
selected section for the young people of Oshkosh and an exception- 
ally complete Wisconsin history section. Additional information of a 
wide and varied nature may be gleaned from the circulating pictures, 
from pamphlets, clippings, school catalogs, maps, magazines and 
newspapers. The library is also keeping a record of the Oshkosh 
boys in service. Publications received from the state and Federal 
Government will be of the greatest value and historical benefit as the 
years go on. 

The support of the Library comes in part from the Harris Trust 
Fund of $85,519, the interest of which is applied directly to the li- 
brary budget; the Leander Choate Trust Fund of $25,000, the interest 
from which buys reference and general books; the Julia Stanhilber 
Trust Fund, which in 1940 was active for the first time and the total 
of which is still undetermined but which has been applied to remod- 
eling the building; and the Buckstaff fund, used to buy Washington 
and Lincoln material. In 1944 the first payment of $6,054.59 was 
made into what will become the George Hilter Trust Fund, total 
amount unknown, the interest of which is divided equally between the 
public library and its public museum. Also its $2,000 George Hilter 
Biography Fund was completed. Mr. George Hilter was an active 
board member from 1915 and its president from 1926 until his death 
in May, 1942. Obstacles and difficulties have been encountered on 
many occasions in its history but the Library on the whole has had 
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the support of many civic minded men and women. They have de- 
sired to have the city benefit by an institution such as it has grown to 
be. The direction of the work of the Oshkosh Public Library has 
been under the immediate supervision of interested librarians and the 
Library Board Trustees, who have the earnest purpose and high ideals 
of their predecessors. 


NATALIE T. HUHN, the efficient librarian of the Oshkosh Public 
Library since 1929, was born in the city in which she now makes her 
home, her parents being Jacques and Matilda (Kraetschman) Huhn. 
Her father, who was born in Alsace, France, in 1853, of French-Hu- 
guenot lineage, was a student in the University of Strassbourg when 
the Franco-Prussian war interfered with the continuance of his edu- 
cation there. In 1871 he came to the United States and in 1874 settled 
in Oshkosh, where he married Matilda Kraetschman in 1877. She was 
born on Sixth Street, also called Brooklyn Street, in Oshkosh, in 1856, 
a daughter of Rudolph and Henrietta (Streich) Kraetschman, who 
were of German-Polish parentage. 

Natalie T. Huhn supplemented her preliminary education, acquired 
in the schools of Oshkosh, by study in the University of Wisconsin, 
where she won her Bachelor of Arts degree as a member of the class 
of 1928, and in the meantime she had attended the Wisconsin Library 
School in 1921. In 1986 and 1942 she attended the Chicago Library 
Institute, and throughout her professional career she has availed her- 
self of every opportunity to broaden her knowledge concerning her 
chosen life work. 

Miss Huhn filled the position of reference librarian at the Indiana 
State Library and at the State College of Washington in Pullman, 
Washington. She was also librarian at the State Teachers College at 
Winona, Minnesota, and was assistant on the board of education for 
librarianship. In 1928 and 1929 she was connected with the Amer- 
ican Library Association in Chicago, and in the latter year returned 
to Oshkosh to assume the duties of librarian in her native city. The 
Oshkosh Public Library is today an institution of which the city has 
every reason to be proud, and this is largely due to the untiring efforts 
and capability of Miss Huhn. She has been of:much assistance to the 
patrons of the library in the selection of books, particularly those 
which are wanted for reference, and she has done a piece of outstand- 
ing work in supplying the soldiers of this locality with works of a 
technical nature that they have desired to read in connection with the 
branch of the service to which they have been assigned. She is in 
charge of a library of some 90,000 volumes and each department is 
well organized. She is also at the head of the Winnebago County 
Library, which entered into a contract to make the Oshkosh Library 
the administrative and distributing unit in supplying the rural popu- 
lation with books. 

Miss Huhn has always been deeply interested in everything of in- 
tellectual and cultural value, and something of the nature, breadth 
and diversity of her interests is indicated in the fact that she has mem- 
bership in the Fox River Valley Library Association, the Wisconsin 
Library Association, the American Library Association, the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin School Alumni Association, the American Associa- 
tion of University Women, the Horticultural Society, the Winnebago 
Historical Society, the Oshkosh Business Women’s Club, the War 
Price and Rationing Board Service Panel, Oshkosh Council of Social 
Agencies, Wisconsin Historical Association and the National Adult 
Education Association. 
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WILLIAM DE BERGE DOLL, whose death occurred October 8, 
1945, had been an honored citizen and member of the bar of Mil- 
waukee, his native city, where he had followed his profession since 
1922. He was born November 17, 1897, and was descended from a 
family of German origin. His great-grandfather, John George 
Doll, and his wife, Elizabeth (Gleith) Doll, were natives of Eden- 
koben, Germany, the former born in 1801. The year 1846 witnessed 
his removal to the new world with his family and, settling in 
Milwaukee, he here made his home until his death, which occurred 
in 1880. He was a baker by trade and carried on business along 
that line for many years in Milwaukee. 

Jacob Doll, son of Mr. and Mrs. John George Doll, was a youth 
of nineteen years when he accompanied his parents to this country. 
He, too, learned and followed the baker’s trade and he drove the first 
stage coach between Milwaukee and Green Bay, the family participat- 
ing in the pioneer development and subsequent progress and upbuild- 
ing of the state. He married Mary Mehm, who was also born in 
Germany, and came with her parents to the United States in young 
womanhood. 

George Edward Doll, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Doll, was born 
in Milwaukee, January 381, 1871, and his life record covered the 
intervening years to January 5, 1936, when he passed away. He early 
learned the barbering business, but from 1918 to 1986 was foreman 
of the stores department of the Milwaukee Railroad. His wife, 
Magdalene De Berge, who was descended from a French family 
living in Bavaria, Germany, was born in Kenosha, Wisconsin, July 
15, 1871, and died in Milwaukee August 11, 1983. Her grandfather, 
Gotthard De Berge, founded the family in America. He was born 
December 24, 1803, and immigrated to this country in 1849, settling 
at Kenosha, Wisconsin. He died October 3, 1872, while his wife, 
Elizabeth (Schmitt) De Berge, who was born in 1808, passed from 
this life in 1873. Their son, William De Berge, was born in Bittburg, 
Germany, October 28, 1836, and was thirteen years of age when he 
came to Wisconsin with his parents in 1849, becoming a resident 
of Southport, now Kenosha, where he died May 21, 1908. He 
married Sophia Voijsem, who was of French descent and was born 
in Munstereifel in the Rhineland province of Germany, May 7, 1838, 
and died in 1918. She was a daughter of Henry Voijsem, who was 
born in Germany March 8, 1800, and died in Kenosha, Wisconsin, 
where he made his home from 1852. He was a locksmith by trade. 
His wife, Catherine Meyer, was also a native of Munstereifel and 
died in Kenosha in 1855. 

Thus along both paternal and maternal lines Major Doll was 
descended from pioneer families of Wisconsin. He was sixteen years 
of age when he began working in the shops of the Chicago & Mil- 
waukee Railroad Company, but it was his ambition from his boyhood 
days to become a member of the bar. He was graduated from the 
Washington high school of Milwaukee, where he was active in 
forensic affairs, and next entered Lawrence College, where he com- 
pleted the course in 1920, receiving at that time the Bachelor of Arts 
degree. While studying there he did janitor work, was sports editor 
of the Fox River Daily Journal and was student assistant in public 
speaking. He became a member of Beta Theta Pi and of Tau Kappa 
Alpha, an honorary forensic fraternity. In 1920-21 he attended the 
University of Wisconsin law school and during that time he coached 
in English, taught a public speaking class and also taught stringed 
instruments in the music department of the University. He re- 
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ceived a fellowship in public speaking at the University of Washing- 
ton in Seattle in 1921 and he also studied in the law school there, 
passing the bar examination of the State of Washington in 1921 and 
likewise of Wisconsin in 1922. He began practicing in Seattle as 
an associate of the firm of Murphy & Kumm, but in July, 1922, left 
the Northwest to return to Milwaukee, where he engaged in general 
practice alone from 1922 until 1928, when he became a partner in 
the firm of Field & Doll, which later became Doll & Kinzer. While 
he continued in general practice, he gave much time to real estate 
and probate law and was particularly well versed in those branches. 
He had made continuous and gratifying progress and his ability is 
attested in the excellent work he had done for his clients. He was the 
author of the “Wisconsin Law of Real Estate Brokerage” and his 
authorship also includes two works on public speaking, one The Art 
of Public Speaking and the other You Can Make a Speech. He also 
wrote a most interesting and instructive article on the subject “T 
Like to Practice Law,” which appeared in the American Bar Journal 
in 1937 in answer to an article which appeared in the Reader’s Digest. 

Mr. Doll was also actively identified with military affairs. 
While at Lawrence College he was a member of the Student Army 
Training Corps and he became a member of Cudworth Post of the 
American Legion. He was a major in the judge advocate general’s 
department of the U. S. A. Reserves and a past president of the 
Milwaukee chapter of the Reserve Officers Association. In Masonry 
he had taken the higher degrees and was a Shriner with membership 
in Tripoli Temple. He likewise belonged to the Tripoli Country Club. 
For five years, from 1922 until 1927, he was teacher of public speaking 
in the University of Wisconsin’s extension work in Milwaukee and he 
founded and was president of the Milwaukee Speakers Forum. He was 
known throughout the state as a brilliant orator, with a clean-cut 
delivery and a choice of English that never failed to hold the attention 
of his auditors. At one time he was justice of the peace at White- 
fish Bay. His high rating in professional circles is indicated in the 
fact that in 1937-38 he was president of the Milwaukee Bar: Associa- 
tion, while in 1940-41 he was president of the Wisconsin Bar 
Association. He was very much interested in genealogy and he found 
pleasure and recreation in golf and amateur photography. His politi- 
cal allegiance was always given the Republican party and in 
1940 he was a delegate and in 1944 an alternate to the Republican 
national convention where he supported the candidacy of Dewey. 

On the 21st of December, 1921, Mr. Doll married Bernice Buehler, 
of Milwaukee, a daughter of Irving L. Buehler. She was born 
December 31, 1897, at Edgerton, Wisconsin. Her father, Irving L. 
Buehler, born February 9, 1877, at Prairie du Sac, Wisconsin, was a 
railroad man until 1939, since which time he has engaged in the real 
estate business. His wife was Cute Haskins, who belonged to the 
Haskins family collaterally related to the Bledsoe family of Kentucky, 
several of whose members were Revolutionary War patriots, while the 
Haskins family of New York also numbered several soldiers of the 
War for Independence. Dr. John W. Buehler, father of Irving L. 
Buehler, was born at Honey Creek, Wisconsin, and was educated in 
the Burnett Medical College of Chicago. We practiced medicine for 
more than a half century at Prairie du Sac, Wisconsin, where he died 
at the advanced age of eighty-six years. His father was Jacob 
Buehler, who came from Switzerland to Wisconsin in 1846. He was 
born in Felsberg, Switzerland, in May, 1799, and died at Prairie du 
Sac in 1882, while his wife, Anna (Bartch) Buehler, who was born in 
Davos, Switzerland, in 1803, died in 1890. They traveled by oxcart 
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from their home to Paris, thence by towboat to Le Havre, France, and 
there boarded the sailing vessel Magnolia, which several weeks later 
dropped anchor in the harbor of New York. They proceeded west- 
ward to Buffalo, then by boat to Milwaukee, whence they continued 
their journey overland to Sauk Prairie, now Prairie du Sac, as pio- 
neers in a Swiss colony which included several prominent families 
from the same place in Switzerland, including the Meisser family, to 
which belonged Anna Meisser, who became the wife of Dr. John W. 
Buehler. Mrs. Doll is active in the Whitefish Bay Woman’s Club 
and the Delphian Society. Mr. and Mrs. Doll have one son, William 
Irving Doll, who was born March 4, 1926. He attended Lawrence 
College one year when he enlisted in the Navy. He attended radar 
school at Great Lakes, Illinois, and was then transferred to Lambert 
Air Field, St. Louis, Missouri,. After the death of his father he was 
transferred back to Great Lakes, Illinois, where he is now in the 
personnel department. Another son, Robert William, born May 
8, 1924, died January 9, 1925. 


ARTHUR L. MAy, who has acquired an enviable position as one 
of the leading young attorneys of Madison, where he is: engaged 
in the general practice of law as a member of the firm of Woodward 
& May, was born in Chicago, Illinois, January 6, 1901, and in both 
the paternal and maternal lines is of German descent. His grand- 
father, John May, was a farmer of Herrenbergheim, Bavaria, south- 
ern Germany, and never came to the new world. John May Jr., 
father of Arthur L. May, was born there and there acquired his 
education, being trained for the ministry of the German Lutheran 
church. After crossing the Atlantic he took up the butchering 
business in Chicago and continued in that line of activity for some 
time. In 1910 he removed to Wisconsin and took up farming at 
Wisconsin Rapids. In 1920 he removed to Neillsville, Wisconsin, 
and in 1938 retired and returned to Chicago. He is still living at 
the age of eighty-six years. His wife passed away April 6, 1942, at 
the age of seventy-two. She bore the maiden name of Anna Zeiger 
and. was born in Cleveland, Ohio, a daughter of August and Anna 
(Long) Zeiger, who on coming to the new world settled in Ohio. 
Her people were merchants or engaged in other commercial pursuits. 

John Jr. and Anna (Zeiger) May became the parents of seven 
children: John, now a resident of Winnipeg, Canada; Louise, wife 
of Carl Scheifelbein, in the coal business at Janesville, Wisconsin; 
George, a retail merchant at Neillsville, Wisconsin, and also with 
farming interests there; Fred, who was associated with his brother 
at Neillsville but died in 1938; Arthur L.; Carl, terminal manager 
for the Motor Freight Company, Chicago, Illinois; Florence, grad- 
uate of the University of Wisconsin. She became secretary and 
interpreter with Armour & Company but left to become a WAC. 
She is now serving as interpreter in North Africa. 

Arthur L. May acquired his early education in rural schools of 
Wisconsin until he had completed the work of the fourth grade, after 
which he was a pupil in the public schools of Wisconsin Rapids, 
where he finished the work of the eighth grade. He was graduated 
from the Central high school of Madison with the class of 1925 
and after deciding that he wished to make the practice of law his 
life work he enrolled in the University of Wisconsin, where he 
gained his Bachelor of Laws degree at the completion of the course 
in 1932. He then joined William L. Woodward in a partnership 
that still continues under the firm name of Woodward & May. He 
has overcome the handicaps which usually beset the path of the 
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young attorney and in the twelve years of his professional work 
has made continuous progress, winning a creditable position among 
the members of the bar by reason of his fidelity to the interests 
of his clients and the careful preparation of his cases. He has a 
broad knowledge of legal principles and is continually adding thereto 
by further study and at all times he shows keen discrimination in 
the emphasis which he places upon the salient points that he presents 
to the court. He has been active in the ranks of the Republican 
party and has served as justice of the peace. In 1941 he was 
elected clerk of the Wisconsin Assembly and reelected in 1948. In 
1944 he was elected a Dewey delegate to the national convention, 
and that year was also candidate for United States congressman. 

Mr. May belongs to Phi Alpha Delta and in Masonry he has 
taken the higher degrees, becoming a member of the Consistory, 
while he has also crossed the sands of the desert with the Nobles 
of Zor Temple of the Mystic Shrine. He likewise has membership 
with the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and with the 
Fraternal Order of Eagles. 

On the 20th of July, 1940, Mr. May married Miss Elvira Oetting, 
a daughter of Charles and Helen (Bushing) Oetting, of Trevor, Wis- 
consin. Mr. and Mrs. May have a daughter, Virginia, born January 
12, 1943. 


DANIEL M. HILDEBRAND, a member of the bar at Oshkosh, where 
he has engaged in active practice since 1933, is a native of Winnebago 
County, Wisconsin, having been born at Wolf River September 12, 
1905, his parents being Jacob J. and Julia (Martin) Hildebrand. The 
father, who was born in the same county July 24, 1866, is a son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Julius Hildebrand, who were natives of Baden, Ger- 
many, and came to the United States in the decade of the 1840s, set- 
tling in Wisconsin, where Julius Hildebrand followed the occupation 
of farming to provide for himself and family. The only interruption 
to his labors as an agriculturist came at the time of the Civil War, 
when he joined the Union Army and fought through the period of 
hostilities between the North and the South. On the maternal side 
Daniel M. Hildebrand is of Irish lineage. His mother’s parents were 
Mr. and Mrs. Morris Martin, both of whom were born in Ireland and 
on coming to America first settled on a farm in Waushara County, 
Wisconsin, while later they removed to Winnebago County. 

Jacob J. Hildebrand has made farming his life work, now oper- 
ating a dairy farm. His wife is also living and theirs is a notable 
record, for they have had a family of nine children and the family 
circle still remains unbroken by the hand of death. The fourth in 
order of birth is Daniel M. Hildebrand, who was reared on the home 
farm and began his education in the country schools, while later he 
attended the Omro high school. He afterward engaged in teaching a 
rural school for a year, while subsequently he pursued special courses 
in vocational schools and also took a business course. In 1927 he en- 
rolled as a student in the University of Wisconsin, where he won the 
degree of Bachelor of Philosophy in 1931 and the Bachelor of Laws 
degree in 1933. In the same year he was licensed to practice in the 
Wisconsin courts and came to Oshkosh, where he was associated with 
the law firm of Barber, Keefe, Patri & Stillman from 1933 until 1939, 
since which time he has practiced independently of partnership rela- 
tions. His progress has been gratifying and satisfactory and has been 
the outcome of his careful preparation of his cases and his sound 
advice as a counselor. 
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Mr. Hildebrand is a member of the Winnebago County Bar Asso- 
ciation and the Wisconsin State Bar Association. He belongs to St. 
Peter’s Catholic Church and to the Knights of Columbus, and in this 
organization he is now serving as a trustee while formerly he was a 
grand knight of the council. He is likewise a member of the Elks 
lodge. He finds pleasure and recreation in music and is a proficient 
saxophone player. 

Mr. Hildebrand married Rose Marie Baranowski, of Oshkosh, a 
daughter of Walter and Eleanor Baranowski. She attended the Osh- 
kosh State Teachers College and for a year studied at Marquette Uni- 
versity in Milwaukee. She was also a student in the summer sessions 
of the University of Wisconsin and for eleven years she engaged in 
teaching in the schools of Manitowoc and Milwaukee prior to her mar- 
riage, which was celebrated July 8, 1939. They have three children: 
Daniel W., born May 1, 1940; Mary, born June 23, 1942, and Harry 
J., born December 13, 1944. Mrs. Hildebrand is a member of the 
Catholic Daughters of America, the Century Club, the Athenaeum 
Club and is very active in the Red Cross and in church work. 


RALPH W. BROWN, a patent lawyer of Milwaukee whose practice 
is of a most important character and who has had many noteworthy 
clients, was born in Walworth County, South Dakota, January 14, 
1890, a son of Willis G. and Mary (Cheskey) Brown. The family 
comes of old English stock and was founded in New York State when 
this country was still numbered among the colonial possessions of 
Great Britain. His grandfather, the Rev. Franklin S. Brown, was a 
minister of the Methodist Episcopal church who left a pastorate in 
the Empire State to become a pioneer missionary of the church in 
South Dakota. The family traveled overland to establish their home 
in the West and met all the trials and hardships of frontier life at 
that time. 

Willis G. Brown, who was born in New York State, obtained his 
early education there, and later in South Dakota he owned and pub- 
lished a weekly newspaper in the now defunct town of Bangor, South 
Dakota. He continued in the printing and newspaper business in that 
state until 18938, when he went to Washington, D. C., where for fifteen 
years he was employed in the United States Government printing 
office. In 1910 he gave up his work in the national capital and went 
to New Mexico, where for twenty years he was engaged in printing 
and newspaper work at Raton. He took an active and helpful part in 
every movement designed to upbuild and develop this new frontier 
state and his efforts were far reaching and resultant. Like his father 
he was interested in the public good rather than in the promotion of 
his own financial interests, and his worth as a man and citizen were 
there widely acknowledged. From New Mexico, Mr. Brown went to 
Minnesota and for five years was engaged in publishing a weekly 
newspaper and conducting a printing business in the southern part 
of the state. In 1987 he removed to Houston, Texas, where he now 
owns and conducts a commercial printing business. His wife, who 
in her maidenhood was Mary Cheskey, was born and reared in 
Berlin, Wisconsin, to which place her parents had immigrated on 
leaving Germany, while later they cast in their lot with the pioneer 
residents of South Dakota. 

Ralph W. Brown had varied and interesting experiences in his 
youthful days as the family home was removed from time to time. 
In 1908 he was graduated from high school in Washington, D. C., and 
in 1912 he won the degree of Mining Engineer at his graduation from 
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Lafayette College. He conducted a boarding house for three years in 
order to pay his way through college and embraced every opportunity 
that would enable him to broaden his knowledge and make him more 
efficient to meet the heavier responsibilities and duties of later life. 
In his college days he became a member of Delta Tau Delta. 

From 1912 until 1915 Mr. Brown was associated with Thomas E. 
Robertson, a patent attorney of Washington, D. C., who later became 
commissioner of patents. In 1915 Mr. Brown was made an exam- 
iner in the United States Patent Office, and while thus employed he 
completed his law course at the George Washington University in 
the capital city and was graduated with the Bachelor of Laws degree 
in September, 1918. In the same year he came to Milwaukee and in 
1920 was privately employed as a patent attorney, since which time 
he has practiced independently, handling business in connection with 
patents, trademarks and copyrighted matters. His practice, while not 
specialized, is largely devoted to the mechanical phase of patent law. 

Mr. Brown belongs to the Kiwanis Club and is much interested in 
the vocational guidance program of that organization. 

On the 5th of June, 1914, in Washington, D. C., Mr. Brown mar- 
ried Beula Barnitz, a daughter of Richard H. and Leona (West) 
Barnitz, who are representatives of old Maryland and Virginia fami- 
lies. Mr. and Mrs. Brown have one daughter, Marjorie, who was 
educated at the Milwaukee Downers College and is an accomplished 
musician. She is now the wife of Oliver Z. Nedden, a Milwaukee 
manufacturer. . 


DELWIN C. JAcoBus, of Milwaukee, is the president of the 
Wauwatosa Fuel & Supply Company of 7700 West State Street and 
also president of the Gross Coal-Gross Oil Company, located at 205 
East Wisconsin Avenue. Since entering commercial circles he has 
always been identified with the fuel trade and, alert and energetic, 
has developed a business that is today gratifying. Born in Wauwatosa, 
August 27, 1899, he is a son of Charles Curtis and Adelia (Minahan) 
Jacobus. His grandparents on the paternal side were Elias and 
Virginia (Reynolds) Jacobus, who in the middle of the nineteenth 
century established their home in Oregon, Wisconsin, where they 
were living at the time of the outbreak of the Civil War. When 
Elias Jacobus joined the Union Army as a member of the Eighth 
Wisconsin Regiment his wife returned to her parents’ home in New 
Jersey, and it was during that period that their son, Charles Curtis, 
was born in Bloomfield on the 19th of December, 1864. 

After receiving his discharge from the army at the close of the 
war, Elias Jacobus returned with his family to Wisconsin and engaged 
in business at Oregon as a contractor. Charles C. Jacobus, attending 
the Oregon public schools, was graduated from high school in 1890 
and, removing to Wauwatosa, he engaged in the contracting business, 
specializing in concrete work. Some of the largest and most im- 
portant buildings in Milwaukee stand as monuments to his skill and 
ability. He was also a director of the First National Bank of 
Wauwatosa and the Wauwatosa Building & Loan Association. He was 
an active and earnest supporter of the Republican party and mani- 
fested a keen and helpful interest in civic affairs. He had the notable 
record of serving for twenty-eight years, from 1902 until 19380, as a 
member of the county board of supervisors, and when the state high- 
way law was passed he was made chairman of the county road and 
bridge committee of Milwaukee County, in Which connection he 
rendered able service for a number of years. That committee was 
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instrumental in building the famous system of concrete highways, 
covering two hundred miles, in Milwaukee County, a work that was 
cited by the United States Government office of public roads as an 
outstanding example of fine highway building accomplished without 
incurring indebtedness. Mr. Jacobus was likewise well known in 
fraternal circles, having membership with the Elks, Knights of 
Pythias and Modern Woodmen of America. He also belonged to 
the Germania Lodge and the Milwaukee Athletic Club. 

In 1890 Charles C. Jacobus married Adelia Viola Minahan, who 
was born in Chilton, Wisconsin, and died in 1916, while Mr. Jacobus 
passed away in 1936. They were parents of two sons, Garrett and 
Delwin C. Garrett was prominent in Milwaukee business circles 
until his death on May 38, 1944, at the age of forty-eight years. Tor 
twenty-four years he was president of the Wauwatosa Fuel & Supply 
Company. He served as chairman of draft board 33 as well as 
chairman of the rationing board in Wauwatosa. When the NRA was 
created he was chosen as its code authority for Wisconsin on hard 
materials and he was also a director of the National Building Ma- 
terials & Supply Association. Mr. Jacobus married Ruth Haring, 
and they have two children, Ruth Margaret and Garrett C. Jr., the 
latter now a naval medical student at Columbia University, New 
York City. 

Having mastered the work of the grades and high school in 
Wauwatosa, Del. C. Jacobus attended the school of commerce of the 
University of Wisconsin and following his return home at once became 
identified with the fuel business. In 1919 the Wauwatosa Fuel & 
Supply Company was organized, of which his brother was president, 
while he filled the dual office of secretary-treasurer. In 1941 he be-- 
came president of the company and in the same year was elected 
to the presidency of the Gross Coal-Gross Oil Company, which was 
organized in Milwaukee and has long been an outstanding business 
concern of the city. He has taken an active part also in the work 
of fuel associations, serving as president of the American Retail 
Coal Association from 1940 until 1942 and was a director of the 
Solid Fuel Institute. Aside from his business connections already 
mentioned he is the president of the Milwaukee Fuel & Dock Com- 
pany and is a representative of the directorate of the First National 
Bank of Wauwatosa. He is ready for any emergency and for any 
opportunity, courageously meeting the former and wisely utilizing 
the latter, so that his efforts have been vital forces in the attainment 
of the suecess which has been won by the companies with which he 
is allied. 

In 1925 Mr. Jacobus married Harriet Godfrey, a descendant of 
one of the prominent pioneer families of the state, her parents being 
Charles H. and Florence (Seymour) Godfrey, the latter now a resi- 
dent of Milwaukee. Her father, who was born in this city and died 
in 1942, was a son of Edwin Rice and Susan Abigail (Rogers) God- 
frey, who came from Bangor, Maine, to Milwaukee in 1860. Here 
Edwin R. Godfrey founded the E. R. Godfrey & Sons Company, own- 
ers of one of the oldest and most important wholesale grocery houses 
of this city, of which his son, J. D. Godfrey, is now the president. 
Mr. and Mrs. Jacobus have a family of three sons and a daughter: 
Charles and Richard, who are attending the Wauwatosa high school; 
Susanna and Thomas, who are grade school pupils. The parents hold 
membership in the Wauwatosa Congregational Church, of which Mr. 
Jacobus has served as a trustee for three years. He also belongs to 
Wauwatosa Lodge No. 267, F. & A.M., and is affiliated with Tripoli 
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Temple of the Shrine. He is also a member of the Wisconsin Club and 
and he is regarded as one of the representative young business men 
of his native city, heading three important commercial interests here. 


JUDGE DANIEL E. MCDONALD. Twenty-one years’ service as judge 
of the County Court of Winnebago County following almost a quarter 
of a century of active practice before the bar has brought Daniel EK. 
McDonald to a prominent and honored position as a representative of 
the judiciary of Wisconsin, and in all other relations of life he has 
also measured up to the highest standards of manhood and citizenship. 
Born in Manchester, Green Lake County, Wisconsin, on the 6th of 
November, 1869, he is a son of Daniel and Anna (McLaughlin) Mc- 
Donald, the father a native of Scotland, while the mother was born in 
Geneseo, New York. After crossing the Atlantic to the new world, 
Daniel McDonald made his way to Wisconsin in the 1840s, settling in 
Green Lake County, where he was married and established his home. 
There he died in 1872, while his wife survived him for over thirty 
years, her death occurring in 1907. They had a family of chil- 
dren as follows: Anna, Mary, Alexander, John, Ella, Charles H. and 
Daniel E. 

The younger brother of the judge, Charles H. McDonald, decided 
to devote his life to military affairs and, joining the United States 
Army, rose from the ranks until he was commissioned a major and 
later became a lieutenant colonel. Now, at the age of seventy-one 
years, he is the oldest commissioned officer on active duty in connec- 
tion with World War II, serving as a member of general court martial 
boards at Fort Custer, Michigan, and at Fort Sheridan, Illinois. He 
was retired from the army in 19385 but was recalled to duty as law 
member of those boards. At one time he was a resident of Oshkosh, 
at which time he and his brother, Judge McDonald, were attending 
the Teachers College, and later they entered the law school of the 
University of Chicago. Colonel McDonald was a resident of Milwau- 
kee when he was called back to active service, and as law member of 
the general courts martial he represents the judge advocate general’s 
department. He had served as judge advocate in the first World War, 
having been on duty both in this country and Kurope. He was in the 
judge advocate general’s office in the national capital and was staff 
judge advocate of both the Fifth and the Sixth Corps areas, while at 
one time he was a member of the Board of Review in Washington. In 
his present position he serves the Sixth Service Command in a posi- 
tion where the general court martial has unlimited jurisdiction within 
the limits of the various articles of war, tries enlisted men for major 
crimes and is empowered to pronounce death penalty in capital cases 
or give dishonorable discharges. His high military standing is indi- 
cated in his recall for active duty. | 

After completing his high school course Judge Daniel HE. McDonald 
attended the Oshkosh Normal in order to prepare for teaching, which 
profession he followed for a time in Green Lake County. However, 
he decided that he would qualify for the bar and enrolled as a law 
student in the University of Chicago, where he was graduated in 1898, 
with the Bachelor of Laws degree. Returning to Oshkosh, he became 
associated with the firm of Felkner & Stewart and successfully prac- 
ticed before the courts for a decade. In 1908 he was elected district 
attorney and he was again called to office in 1922, when nominated 
and elected county judge. He has since remained on the bench and no 
stronger proof of his capability, loyalty and efficiency could be given 
than the fact that he has been retained in the office for twenty-one 
years. His opinions are sound, for at all times they are based upon 
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his broad knowledge of legal principles and his careful analysis and 
logical deductions. 

Judge McDonald has always found time for public service aside 
from his profession, ever recognizing the duties and obligations as 
well as the privileges of citizenship. He is now chairman of the ad- 
visory council of the county draft board and heads various other 
boards whereby public interests and welfare are promoted. He and 
his family are members of the Episcopal church. 

-The Judge was married in 1904 to Grace Davis, a daughter of 
Evan Davis and Hannah Perry Davis, her father having been a mem- 
ber of the famous Iron Brigade in the Civil War. Mr. and Mrs. Mc- 
Donald have become the parents of three sons: Franklin, who was 
educated at Lawrence College in Appleton and the University of Wis- 
consin and who married Pauline Waterman, of Oshkosh; Evan, who 
attended Lawrence College and was graduated from the University of 
Missouri on the completion of a course in journalism; and Gilbert, 
who attended the University of Wisconsin for seven years, his last 
course there bringing him his Bachelor of Laws degree, after which 
he engaged in law practice in Madison until his induction into the 
army. He is now a captain in the Air Corps. 


Dr. WILLIAM GEORGE DOERN, physician and scientist of Milwau- 
kee, has won country-wide distinction through his research work, 
particularly in relation to cancer. He has advanced far into this 
field and has brought to light many facts which have found verifica- 
tion in results attending his practice. He has also done notable-work 
as the president of Mercy Hospital. In addition to his private prac- 
tice he is at all times carrying forward his investigations into the 
realms of diseases and their origin. 

Born at Jericho, Wisconsin, August 24, 1878, the Doctor is a 
son of William George and Amelia Caroline (Bargien) Doern. He 
is of Holland descent, the family being founded in America by his 
grandparents, George and Mary Katherine (Endrich) Doern, who 
were natives of Doorn, Holland, and came to this country in 1852, 
settling first in Indiana, while later they removed to Wisconsin. The 
Doctor’s father served as a volunteer in a Wisconsin regiment of the 
Union Army in the Civil War and afterward devoted his attention 
to the occupation of farming. 

After pursuing a course of study in the State Normal at Osh- 
kosh, Wisconsin, Doctor Doern began preparation for his chosen 
profession as a student in the Keokuk Medical College of Iowa, from 
which he was graduated in 1902, when he was chosen class valedic- 
torian and when he received his M.D. degree. From 1901 to 1903 
he acted as assistant to Dr. Charles Ruth, professor of clinical sur- 
gery there. In the latter year he enrolled as a special student in 
Rush Medical College of Chicago and in 1907 he received from 
Marquette University the Master of Science degree, the first of the 
kind ever issued by that school. 

It was in 1904 that Doctor Doern began practicing in Milwaukee, 
where he has since remained and here he has gained wide promi- 
nence as a physician, surgeon and research scientist. From 1904 
until 1911 he was connected with Marquette University as professor 
of anatomy and lecturer on the principles of surgery, and was re- 
garded as an able educator, imparting clearly and readily to others 
the knowledge that he had gained through study, experience and re- 
search. Since 1936 he has been president of the staff of Mercy 
Hospital in Milwaukee. His high professional standing is indicated 
in the fact that Marquette University offers him all the research 
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facilities of its laboratories. He is widely known because of the 
extensive research work he has done in relation to cancer. In a 
paper which he prepared and read before the George IF. Jenkins 
Medical Society in 1902, he declared his belief that cancer is a germ 
disease and he has always held to this opinion in spite of the pre- 
vailing attitude of the medical profession to the contrary. He is 
meeting with great success in the diagnosis and treatment of can- 
cer and his personal experience in this field strengthens his belief 
in its origin. In 1938 he gave to the public the account of his note- 
worthy discovery as to the cause of myelogenous leukemia, a dis- 
covery that was based on thirty-six years of research, during which 
time he found the microorganism which causes rapid multiplication 
of the white corpuscles by magnifying it 2500 diameters under direct 
beam of a 400 watt bulb, this magnifying being two and one-half 
times that ordinarily used in bacteriology and the illumination was 
twenty-five times that generally used in laboratory work. Feeling 
that he.had positively determined that leukemia is produced by 
germs, he manufactured a serum for its treatment by developing 
toxins in the cultures of the germs, then injecting the mixture taken 
from the culture in which the germs had been killed into the body 
of an animal. The body of the animal produced in turn an anti- 
toxin or serum for injection into human beings. “In June, 1938, 


reporting on his discovery for the first time before the Alumni. 


Association of the Medical College of Keokuk, he stated that sero- 
logic treatment by his discovery in a leukemia patient, a woman, had 
been successful and that she had been off treatment for a year with 
no sign of a relapse. At the same time Doctor Doern reported that 
other cases, not too far advanced when treatment was begun, :had 
responded to the same treatment. 

In his practice Doctor Doern has exercised the true spirit of 
Service to mankind. He has given his time, effort and talent to 
thousands of patients unable to pay with the same willingness that 
he has treated those able to justly remunerate him, and he never 
fails to respond to a call for professional service. A member of the 
American Medical Association, he also belongs to the Florida State 
Medical Society and to the Volusia County (Fla.) Medical Society. 
Outside of professional circles he is a thirty-second degree Mason, 
a member of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and the 
Alpha Kappa Kappa fraternity. Another chapter of his life record 
covers his connection as a volunteer in the army in the Spanish- 
American War and as medical examiner of recruits in Milwaukee 
during the first World War. In religious faith he is a Congrega- 
tionalist. Another outstanding feature of his life is his contribution 
to the literature of the profession, particularly the two pamphlets 
which he issued on The Cause of Myelogenous Leukemia and the 
other on Cancer. 

At Fort Madison, Iowa, on August 15, 1905, Doctor Doern mar- 
ried Linise Frances Reeves, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Towner 
Reeves, her father a carriage maker of Fort Madison. Doctor and 
Mrs. Doern became parents of five children, but Donald and Lily 
both died in infancy. Marian Klizabeth, born September 21, 1909, 
is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin. She is the wife of 
Corporal Ronald O. Baymiller, and they have one child, Lynda D., 
born July 6, 1948. Virginia Linise, born April 5, 1912, is also a 
graduate of the University of Wisconsin. She is a technical illus- 
trator at the Lockheed Aircraft Corporation. William Stanley Doern, 
born May 29, 1916, is now in service with the armed forces in the 
intercepter command of the aviation department. He is a corporal. 
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LIEUT. CoL. JAMES MAXWELL MurpHy, attorney and journalist, 
the Milwaukee correspondent of the Chicago Tribune who has been 
associated with many events of public importance, was born April 
19, 1900, at Tignish, Prince Edward Island, Canada, a son of Dr. 
Patrick Charles and Minnie (Maxwell-Burke) Murphy, both now 
deceased. The father was a descendant of an old Canadian family. 
He was graduated from the medical school of the University of New 
York, there receiving his M.D. degree and also the highest cash 
award—five thousand dollars—for the highest scholastic average. 
returning to Canada, he was not only active in professional circles 
but also became a leader of the Conservative party and in 1911 was 
appointed senator, which appointment carries with it a life tenure. 
He died in 1925. His wife, who was born at Georgetown, Prince Ed- 
ward Island, was a daughter of Captain James Burke, a member of 
the legislative assembly. Lt.-Col. Murphy of this review has two 
brothers and two sisters: G. W. H. Murphy, who is a wing com- 
mander in the Royal Canadian Air Force; Mrs. Richard Corky, now 
living in New London, Connecticut; A. E. B. Murphy, who is with 
the Royal Canadian Engineers; and Mrs. Frederick Sponsor, of Van- 
couver, British Columbia. 

Lieutenant Colonel Murphy remained in Canada to the age of 
sixteen years, when he enlisted in the Twenty-fifth Royal Nova Sco- 
tia Battalion, and for two years was on active duty in France with 
the Canadian infantry. During most of that time he was on the front 
line. His military service brought to him the King’s medal, the Vic- 
tory medal with six battle stars, the French service medal and the 
Inter-allied service medal. It was soon after his return from mili- 
tary duty that he came to the United States in 1919 and engaged in 
journalistic work in Chicago, later becoming a member of the edi- 
torial staff of the Milwaukee Sentinel and The Wisconsin News. He 
acquired his preliminary education in St. Dunstan’s school and col- 
lege at Charlottetown, Canada. After remaining in Milwaukee for 
a few years he entered the Marquette University law school, from 
which he was graduated in 1926. Admitted to the bar in 1927, he was 
for five years a member of the law firm of Stern, Murphy & O’Brien. 
He belongs to the Milwaukee Bar Association, the Wisconsin State 
Bar Association and the American Bar Association and in the last 
named he has served as chairman of the public relations committee. 
He was chairman of the committee which presented a window from 
the lawyers of America in memory of St. Ives at the Saint’s shrine 
in Trequier, France, in 1939. In May, 1940, he was appointed spe- 
cial representative of the Schroeder Hotel system, in charge of its 
promotional work. 

In military circles Lieutenant Colonel Murphy is widely known. 
In 1941 he served as commander of the General Charles King Chap- 
ter of the Military Order of the World War of Milwaukee and in 
1942 he served as national junior vice commander of that order and 
was general chairman of the committee that made arrangements for 
the holding of its national convention in Milwaukee in 1942. The 
same year he received the cross and collar given to past commanders 
of the Military Order of the World War. In 1939 he received from 
the government of Yugoslavia its cross of recognition and a military 
citation “to recompense for eminent services rendered to officers and 
wounded Yugoslavian combatants in the World War.” 

Lieutenant Colonel Murphy was appointed a colonel on the staff 
of Governor Zimmerman in 1928. He had served as publicity direc- 
tor of the Republican state voluntary committee, and Governor Heil, 
in 1941, appointed him a lieutenant colonel and judge advocate gen- 
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eral of the’'State Guard. In his home city in 1925 he was chosen to 
deliver the principal address at the unveiling of the Theodore Roose- 
velt memorial. In 1920 he served as a delegate to the British Empire 
Conference of Veterans, held at Johannesburg in South Africa. All 
through his life he has been associated with events of public interest. 
He was the organizer and the first president of the Canadian Club 
of Milwaukee, was one of the organizers of polo in Milwaukee and 
served in 1928-29 as the secretary-treasurer of the Milwaukee Riding 
and Polo Club. 

In 1933 Colonel Murphy married Elizabeth (Forsyth) Johnston, 
a daughter of Charles Forsyth and a representative of the very 
ancient and distinguished Forsyth family whose ancestral history 
is traced back to the ninth century. The family has long been a 
notable one on this side of the Atlantic. John Forsyth, great-great- 
grandfather of Mrs. Murphy, was governor of Georgia, secretary of 
state and minister plenipotentiary to Spain. She is also a grand- 
daughter of Bishop Knight of the Episcopal diocese. Lieutenant 
Colonel Murphy has three stepsons, Lieutenant Forsyth Johnston, 
Lieutenant Donald Johnston and Ensign Kenneth Johnston, all grad- 
uates of the University of Wisconsin. 


GEORGE F. OAKS is serving for the fifth consecutive term as mayor 
of Oshkosh, and over his record there falls no shadow of wrong or 
suspicion of evil, for he has seriously considered his duties and his 
‘obligations to the community and has been most diligent and faithful 
in using his opportunities for the city’s advancement. Wisconsin 
claims him as one of her native sons, for he was born in Winneconne, 
January 19, 1892, his parents being Richard and Emily (Lueck) 
Oaks, while his paternal grandfather was Wilford Oaks, who was 
born in Pennsylvania and married a Miss Bennett, a native of New 
Jersey. Removing westward, they settled first in Wisconsin, where 
Wilford Oaks followed the occupation of farming. His son, Richard 
Oaks, was born in Minnesota and became a railroad man. He married 
Iimily Lueck, a daughter of Fred Lueck, who was born in Germany 
and coming to the United States fought in defense of the Union dur- 
ing the Civil War, after which he established his home in Wisconsin, 
where he also engaged in general agricultural pursuits. His daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Oaks, was born in this state and both she and her husband 
are now deceased. 

George F. Oaks was the eldest of the three children born to his 
parents and he acquired his education in the public schools of Winne- 
conne, Milwaukee, and the high school of Oshkosh. He also took a 
technical course here through the University of Wisconsin extension 
division, and all through his life he has been an apt student in the 
school of experience, where he has learned many valuable lessons. 
Here he followed the machinist’s trade prior to his election to the posi- 
tion of mayor. He had previously been called upon for official serv- 
ice, having been a member of the board of education, while for six 
years he served as city commissioner. The excellent record he had 
made was his recommendation for the office of mayor, to which he 
was first called in 1936. During his first term’s incumbency he gave 
proof of his deep interest in the city’s welfare and improvement, and 
re-election naturally followed until he now has the distinction of hav- 
ing served for a longer consecutive period than any other mayor of 
Oshkosh and been given a greater majority of votes: He thoughtfully 
studies each municipal problem and is continually alert to every op- 
portunity that promises benefit to the city. It is said that it is chiefly 
at his instigation that Oshkosh began planning on postwar work for 
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the factories now engaged in defense work, and at all times he looks 
beyond the exigencies of the moment to the opportunities and possi- 
bilities of the future. He is regarded as a very good public speaker 
and always presents the facts clearly and forcefully when addressing 
an audience. 

The public record of Mr. Oaks also covers service in the technical 
division of the United States Navy in World War I and for eight years 
he was a member of the Wisconsin National Guard, retiring with the 
rank of first lieutenant. He organized Company L, which is now 
Company C, and served as captain of both. He is now chairman of 
the Defense Council of both Oshkosh and Winnebago County, and at 
all times he is ready to respond to a call arising from a public need. 

Mr- Oaks married Miss Helen Rohrbeck of Oshkosh, and their 
three children are: Loraine, who was born September 21, 1919, and is 
now teaching in the junior high school of Oshkosh; George F. Jr., 
who was born March 14, 1928; and Jacqueline, born November 26, 
1929. Aside from his home and his office Mr. Oaks centers his inter- 
est in the Evangelical church, of which he is a member, and in the 
Masonic fraternity, in which he has attained the Knight Templar de- 
gree. He deserves much credit for what he has accomplished, for he 
started out without special advantages and through the sheer force of 
character and the steady development of his powers has achieved much 
that is most creditable to himself and the city he represents. 


HARVEY CLARENCE HARTWIG. With all those forces which make 
for a well rounded life Harvey Clarence Hartwig has been associated, 
being active in the professional circles of Milwaukee as a member of 
the bar, an earnest advocate of political principles which he endorses, 
and a loyal supporter of church, fraternal, humanitarian and cultural 
interest, whereby life is br oadened and enriched. 

Born November 17, 1892, in the city which is still his poeta. Harvey 
C. Hartwig is a son of Henry C. Hartwig, who was born in Milwaukee 
in 1864 and who for more than forty years was a traveling salesman 
for the wholesale saddlery house of Wallace Smith & Company in 
south central Wisconsin. He knew not only the merchants but the 
leading citizens of his territory. He was intensely interested in poli- 
tics and took an active part in each campaign. He served as com- 
mittee chairman of the Twenty-third ward Republican organization 
and he was one of the leaders in the original La Follette group that 
broke up machine politics in Milwaukee. His father, Ferdinand Hart- 
wig, had come to this country from Germany in 1848 and was a 
lumber man of Milwaukee, where the family has now been repre- 
sented for almost a century. In addition to his business and political 
interests Henry C. Hartwig was an active member of the Evangelical 
church and the Excelsior Lodge of Masons, the Consistory and the 
Shrine. He has lived retired since 1938. His wife, who in her maiden- 
hood was Magdalena Fiesenhauser, was born in Milwaukee and is now 
deceased. She was a daughter of Christian Fiesenhauser, who came 
to this country from the southern part of Germany and was employed 
in the Pfister & Vogel Tannery until the latter part of his life, when 
he was physically disabled. He, too, was one of the pioneer residents 
of Milwaukee and lived to witness the rapid and substantial growth 
of the city. 

It will thus be seen that in both the paternal and maternal lines 
Harvey C. Hartwig is descended from families of long connection 
with his native city. He pursued a public school education here until 
graduated from the South Division high school, after which he entered 
the University of Wisconsin, where he won his Bachelor of Arts degree 
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in 1914. Continuing his law studies there, the LL.B. degree was con- 
ferred on him at his graduation from the law department in 1916, 
since which time he has continued in the general practice of law and 
now enjoys a business as counselor and advocate. While attending 
the University he was messenger and file clerk in the 1913 and 1915 
sessions of the State Legislature and in 1914 he was a clerk in the 
Library of Congress at Washington, D. C., while attending the George 
Washington University there for a six months period. While in the 
State University he was prominent in debating circles in 1913 and 
1914 and his ability as a speaker is one of the potent elements in his 
success before the bar. He has membership in the Milwaukee County, 
Wisconsin State and American Bar associations. 

In politics Mr. Hartwig is an independent Republican and keeps 
well informed on the vital issues and questions of the day. He was 
formerly a member of the Milwaukee County Boy Scout Council, much 
interested in the movement that gives to the youth his opportunity for 
normal physical, mental and civic development, and he belongs to 
McKinley Lodge No. 307, F. & A. M. He has also attained the thirty- 
second degree in the Scottish Rite and is a Shriner. He belongs to 
the Immanuel Presbyterian Church and is serving on its board of 
trustees. He belongs to Civitan International, the City Club and his 
legal fraternity is Phi Alpha Delta. He is a lover of music, plays 
the piano for recreation and he and his wife have been members of 
the Arion Musical Club for years. 

On the 6th of October, 1917, Mr. Hartwig was united in marriage 
to Miss Ruth Arnold, who was born and reared in Milwaukee and 
prior to her marriage was secretary of the Spencerian Business Col- 
lege. She, too, has membership in the Immanuel Presbyterian Church, 
and takes an active and helpful part in various branches of the church 
work. Mr. and Mrs. Hartwig have a family of two daughters and two 
sons: Jean, who graduated from Colorado College, Colorado Springs, 
in 1944; John, who is a graduate of St. John’s Military Academy at 
Delafield, Wisconsin, ‘in 1943, and now a corporal in the infantry; 
William, who is now at Dartmouth College, and Edith. 


ADOLPH HOFFMANN. With the industrial development of Mil- 
waukee the name of Hoffmann has been associated for more than the 
allotted span of life of “three score years and ten.” Sheet metal con- 
tracting has been the line to which Louis Hoffmann gave. his atten- 
tion for many years, establishing the business that is now carried on 
by his children under the name of the Louis Hoffman Company, with 
plant and offices at 117 West Pittsburgh Avenue. 

Louis Hoffmann was born in Milwaukee, November 26, 1857, and 
at the usual age entered the public schools, which he attended to the 
age of fifteen, when he graduated from grammar school and made 
his start in business life as an apprentice in the metal shop of the 
L. J. Mueller Furnace Company, where he was employed for six 
years. In 1878, not long before he attained his majority, he became 
a partner in the firm of Kleser & Hoffmann, sheet metal contractors, 
with a small shop on Clinton Street, and following the death of the 
senior partner in 1884 the firm of Hoffmann & Baur was organized, 
Mr. Hoffmann being joined by William Baur. Their patronage 
steadily increased so that they were soon obliged to increase their 
facilities, which they did by a removal to 279 Pittsburgh Avenue in 
1885. For thirty-five years the business was carried on at that loca- 
tion, during which time they made several additions to their building 
and several times remodeled their shop, at all times keeping it thor- 
oughly up to date in its equipment. Each passing year chronicled a 
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steady increase in their patronage and in 1919 the company was re- 
organized under the name of the Louis Hoffmann Company, while 
a new building was erected adjoining the old shop. For practically 
a half century the company has been located on the same block, their 
attention being given to general sheet metal work, to tile and slate 
roofing and to ventilating, with contracts coming to them from all 
parts of the country. For sixty years Louis Hoffmann had been con- 
nected with the sheet metal business when death called him in 1932. 

Fifty years before, in 1882, Louis Hoffmann married Emma 
Baur, and they became the parents of seven children; Adolph Hoff- 
mann, who is now the president of the company; Angelo, who is the 
vice president; Edward, the treasurer; Clara, the secretary of the 
company; Mrs. 8S. R. Grossman, of Shorewood; Mrs. A. P. Bertschy, 
of Whitefish Bay; and Mrs. A. F. Vanselow, of Milwaukee. The 
mother of this family died in 1909 and in 1913 Mr. Hoffmann married 
Mrs. Frances Claymeier, who died in November, 1931. 

Mr. Hoffmann was well known in fraternal and club circles of his 
native city, where he had membership in the Benevolent and Protec- 
tive Order of Elks, the Knights of Pythias lodge, the Milwaukee Ath- 
letic Club and the Builders Club. He was especially active in the 
organization of the Master Sheet Metal Contractors Association of 
Milwaukee, which was founded in 1902, and of which he was the 
efficient and honored president for many years. He was also a lead- 
ing member of the Master Sheet Metal Contractors Association of 
Wisconsin, which was organized in 1913, and three years later he 
was chosen second vice president and was made an alternate dele- 
gate to the national convention which that year was held in Peoria, 
Illinois. He was likewise for many years the president and one of 
the leading members of the Builders Exchange, and his life was 
ever characterized by a progressive spirit which was manifest in his 
ready adoption of improvements in connection with his business, in 
which he continually made advancement. In fact he displayed much 
initiative in this field and his judgment was sound as his methods 
were reliable. 

The business which Louis Hoffmann founded and developed 
largely stands as a monument to his life effort and is now being con- 
tinued by his family with the same substantial underlying purposes 
that the father manifested. For sixty-six years, therefore, the Hoff- 
mann name has been outstanding in connection with sheet metal 
work in Milwaukee. Adolph Hoffmann, who succeeded his father in 
the presidency of the company, was born in this city April 25, 1882. 
His son, Adolph A., is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin of 
the class of 1982, at which time he won his Bachelor of Arts degree. 
He is now associated with the business, being of the third generation 
to carry on in this field, in which the family name has always been 
a synonym for advancement and improvement. 


WILLIAM M. WOLFF has been in charge of the Milwaukee branch 
of the Fidelity & Deposit Company of Maryland, of Baltimore, Mary- 
land, for the past twenty-nine years. The Fidelity & Deposit Com- 
pany of Maryland writes fidelity and surety bonds, as well as bur- 
glary and glass insurance. 

Mr. Wolff was born in Winona, Minnesota, June 7, 1878, a son 
of John F. and Emilie (Fiebrantz) Wolff, both of whom are now 
deceased. His mother was born in Milwaukee, a daughter of August 
Fiebrantz, who belonged to one of the early German families of 
this city. John F. Wolff was born in Germany and came to the 
United States when seventeen years of age. He passed from this 
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life in Milwaukee in 1919. In the family were six children, of whom 
four are yet living: Arthur C., who is president of Arthur C. Wolff, 
Ine., contractors and builders of Milwaukee; Julia, the widow of 
Otto H. Steihn; Mrs. Charles F. Brunner, of Milwaukee, and William 
M. Wolff. 

Mr. Wolff married Miss Grace Rivers, daughter of Alexander 
and Julia Rivers, both now deceased, and Mrs. Wolff, who was a 
native of Milwaukee, died April 25, 1939. Mr. and Mrs. Wolff had 
one daughter, Deane, who is now the wife of E. P. Weener, of 
Milwaukee, and the mother of two children, Bruce and Barbara 
Weener. 

Mr. Wolff obtained his early education in the public schools of 
Milwaukee, graduating from the Thirteenth district school in June, 
1893. He attended the East Side high school in Milwaukee for sev- 
eral years and, putting aside his text books at the age of seventeen 
years, he entered the law office of Sylvester, Scheiber, Riley & Orth, 
with whom he studied law for two years. His next position was that 
of private secretary to Charles F. Pfister, with whom he remained 
for two years. He then entered the insurance field by accepting the 
position of office manager for the firm of Meyst, Parmmel & Luckens, 
general agents for the State of Wisconsin for the Maryland Casualty 
Company of Baltimore, Maryland. Two years later the agency was 
sold to Roger L. Merrill. Mr. Wolff continued with Mr. Merrill and 
in the meantime Mr. Merrill also was appointed general agent for 
Wisconsin for the Fidelity & Deposit Company of Maryland and 
Mr. Wolff was appointed assistant general agent of that company. 

When the Milwaukee branch office of the Fidelity & Deposit 
Company of Maryland was opened in August, 1915, Mr. Wolff was 
appointed resident manager. In January, 1928, he was appointed 
resident vice president of the company. At the time the branch office 
was opened in August, 1915, the annual premium volume was $50,000 
but by the end of 1940 the volume had risen to $536,720. He was 
president of the Insurance Federation of Wisconsin for the years 
1928, 1924, 1925 and 1934 and was also president of the Surety 
Underwriters Association of Milwaukee for the year 1916. He has 
given freely of his time and effort in furthering the interests of the 
insurance and surety business in Wisconsin. He is recognized as 
an authority in the fidelity and surety business. 

Mr. Wolff is a member of the Epiphany English Lutheran Church, 
being a member of the board of trustees for ten years; a member 
of the Milwaukee Association of Commerce, City Club of Milwaukee, 
Milwaukee Optimist Club, National Insurance Agents Association 
and the Surety Underwriters Association of Milwaukee. 


HENRY J. DURLER, the president and general manager of the 
Peoples Brewery at Oshkosh, which is one of the largest enterprises 
of the kind in the state, was born March 17, 1874, in the city which 
is still his home, his parents being Caspar and Anna Maria (Gallati) 
Durler. The father was born in Switzerland and was educated in 
France. For a number of years after their marriage the parents re- 
sided in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, after which Caspar Durler 
brought his family to Oshkosh and established his permanent home. 
He was a cabinetmaker by trade and was employed in a furniture fac- 
tory. He became an expert in making imitations of rare woods and 
as an outcome of his experiments he perfected new stains, paints and 
varnishes. At the time of the Civil War he responded to the call for 
troops to preserve the Union and displayed expert skill as a cavalry- 
man, so that he was detailed to train commissioned officers at the be- 
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ginning of the war. He participated in various important battles and 
had two horses shot while under him. At the close of the war he was 
chosen by General Grant as one of a picked body of cavalrymen to 
accompany him on his northward journey. To Caspar and Anna 
Maria Durler were born six children, Herman C., John P., Henry J., 
George E., Dorothy and Edward A. 

Henry J. Durler, who is the youngest of the six children born to 
his parents, was educated in the public schools of Oshkosh and his 
first work was making shoes by hand. Later he became a clerk in a 
shoe store, where he was employed for nine years, after which he 
spent thirty-five years as a salesman on the road, traveling through 
Wisconsin and Michigan as representative of the Young Shoe Com- 
pany of Sheboygan. For a good many years he was financially inter- 
ested in the Peoples Brewery of Oshkosh and for twenty years has 
been its president. Since 1933 he has taken an active part in its oper- 
ation and control and is now the president and general manager. 

The Peoples Brewery was organized in 1911, by a group of local 
men, and was capitalized for $100,000. The fine building now occu- 
pied was erected in 1912. The plant was not closed during the pro- 
hibition era but was used for the manufacture of soft drinks and near 
beer. The company now employs twenty-five men and their equip- 
ment is of the finest. Temperatures are kept under constant control 
in the aging cellars and every precaution is taken to keep conditions 
uniformly favorable in all parts of the plant. Fermenters are care- 
fully washed and sterilized between batches and their product is sent 
out under the name of the Wurtzer brand. All beer must be properly 
aged and all ingredients are thoroughly analyzed and accurately 
checked before being used, while during the brewing process each 
batch is analyzed and checked with faithful regularity, so that because 
of its excellence their product finds a ready sale on the market. 

Mr. Durler is a member of the Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks, the Fraternal Order of Eagles and the Lutheran church. He 
married Edith Anderson, of Oshkosh, and they have two daughters, 
Ruth and Edith. The former, born April 18, 1900, is the wife of E. C. 
Brand, of Oshkosh, and they have four children: Robert C., who is a 
graduate of the United States Naval Academy at Annapolis, Mary- 
land, and now a lieutenant, j.g., on the Nevada; Mary, who is a 
graduate of the nurses training school in Minneapolis; Donald, who 
is taking an engineering course at Minneapolis; and Edith, a senior 
in the local high school. Edith, the second daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Durler, was born in 1905, and is now the wife of H. A. Murdock, of 
Chicago, and has two sons, John and Ralph. 


WHEELER PECKHAM BLOODGOOD. The name of Bloodgood figures 
prominently in connection with the history of Wisconsin from the 
period of early settlement. The first member of the family to immi- 
grate to America was Francois Bloetgoet, for so the name was then 
spelled. He had come from Amsterdam, Holland, in 1658 and settled 
on Long Island, where he was a civil and military executive under 
Colve, the last Dutch governor, as well as a member of his council. 
He continued to serve under the British rule of the island and was 
killed in a battle with the Indians in 1676. For three generations the 
family lived on Long Island and then moved to Albany, New York. 
Members of the family served in the Revolutionary War and others 
were prominent in connection with the political and commercial 
development of the eastern states. Francis Bloodgood, the great- 
grandfather of Wheeler P. Bloodgood, became president of the New 
York State Bank and the Albany Insurance Company and was also 
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the directing head of the corporation that built the Great Western 
Turnpike. He was mayor of Albany for two terms. 

William Bloodgood, grandfather of Mr. Bloodgood, was born in 
1801 and educated at the United States Military Academy at West 
Point. He was an officer in the United States Army for many years, 
until his death in 1874. 

Mr. Bloodgood’s father, Francis Bloodgood, was born December 
22, 1827, at Fort Howard, Wisconsin, where his grandfather, James 
William Whistler, was commandant of the fort and superintendent of 
Indian affairs. He was a son of Major John Whistler, who in 1803 
built Fort Dearborn and whose son, Meriweather Lewis Whistler, 
was the first white child born on the site of Chicago, while another 
son, Major George W. Whistler, became a leading engineer and was 
selected by the Czar of Russia to build a railroad from St. Petersburg 
to Moscow. It was his son, James Whistler, who won international 
fame as an artist. 

Francis Bloodgood, who was admitted to the bar of New York, 
came west with his father in 1854 and in Milwaukee became a law 
partner of O. L. Stewart. In 1859 he became associated with Wheeler 
’H. Peckham and afterward with Charles O’Connor, both distinguished 
attorneys. After Mr. Peckham’s return to the East Mr. Bloodgood 
practiced independently until 1870, when he was appointed register 
in bankruptcy, retaining also his office as United States commissioner. 
In 1887 he was joined in the practice of law by his son Francis and 
his nephew, Jackson B. Kemper, and subsequently by his other son, 
Wheeler P. Mr. Bloodgood conducted many eases arising out of the 
railroad farm mortgages and disposed of more than five hundred 
cases arising out of the financial panic of 1873 when he was acting 
as register of bankruptcy. He was the first judicial officer to declare 
the Great Lakes to be “high seas,” an opinion that was sustained 
by the United States Supreme Court. For several years he was 
secretary of the Union Club in Milwaukee and was one of the organiz- 
ers of the Milwaukee Light Guard. His political allegiance was given 
to the Republican party. 

On June 1, 1859, Francis Bloodgood married Josephine Colt, 
daughter of Joseph S. Colt, of Milwaukee. Her death occurred in 
1893. Their children were: Francis and Wheeler, who became part- 
ners of their father in law practice, Dr. Joseph C., who was an emi- 
nent surgeon and became professor of surgery and director of the 
Garvan Experimental Laboratory of the Johns Hopkins University, 
and three daughters, Mrs. William Passmore, Miss Margaret Blood- 
good and Mrs. Frank B. Turner. 

Wheeler P. Bloodgood was born in Milwaukee, November 4, 1871, 
and died in that city on December 17, 1930. He was graduated from 
St. John’s Military Academy at Delafield, Wisconsin, in 1887, after 
which he studied law in the office of his father and was admitted to 
the Wisconsin bar in 1894. Later he was licensed to practice in the 
Supreme Court of the state and also before the Supreme Court of 
the United States. He became a member of the firm of Bloodgood, 
Kemper & Bloodgood, of which his father was the senior partner, 
and in his practice was prominently connected with cases having to 
do with corporation, insurance, bankruptcy and commercial law, and 
along these lines he was particularly well versed. He was general 
counsel for Wisconsin for the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company 
and represented many other corporations. 

Mr. Bloodgood was always interested in the science of government, 
closely studied the political situation and was a member of the national 
committee of the Progressive party in 1912. He had membership in 
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the American Academy of Political and Social Science and in the 
Wisconsin Defense League and he served on the executive committee 
of the National Civic Federation and was chairman of its committee 
on the study of anti-trust legislation. He was also commissioned 
civilian aide to the secretary of war for the State of Wisconsin. Along 
strictly professional lines he was connected with the Milwaukee, Wis- 
consin State and American Bar associations, while his social interests 
were manifest in his identification with the Union League Club of 
Chicago, the Milwaukee, Milwaukee Athletic, Town and City clubs of 
Milwaukee, the Madison Club in the capital city, the Oconomowoc 
Country Club and the Oconomowoc Lake Club. In addition to his home 
in Milwaukee he maintained a country residence, Nemahbin Place, at 
. Nashotah, Wisconsin. 

Mr. Bloodgood was married September 14, 1896, to Elizabeth 
_~Twombley Farrand, of Detroit. Their son, David Wheeler Bloodgood, 
is mentioned on another page of this work. 


DAVID WHEELER BLOODGOOD, of Milwaukee, in which city he was 
born June 25, 1899, is ason of Wheeler | eckham and Elizabeth Twom- 
bley (Farrand) Bloodgood. His father, a distinguished member of 
the bar who practiced here to the time of his demise, is mentioned 
elsewhere in this publication. Excellent educational opportunities 
were accorded David W. Bloodgood, who attended the German-English 
Academy at Milwaukee and St. John’s Military Academy at Delafield, 
Wisconsin, where he was graduated in 1917. He next entered the 
University of Wisconsin, but discontinued his studies there to join 
the army, enlisting in November, 1917, as a private in the Head- 
quarters Company of the One Hundred and Twenty-first Field Artil- 
lery of the Thirty-second Division. He had been interested in wire- 
less and because of this was assigned to the signal corps detachment 
of his regiment. Going overseas, he participated in all the engage- 
ments in which the Thirty-second Division took part and on one 
occasion was gassed. 

Following his return to the United States and his discharge from 
the army, he returned to the University, but he has never ceased to 
feel an interest in military affairs and remained with the United 
States Army Reserves, being made a second lieutenant of the Signal 
Corps in 1924 and later a first lieutenant, while in 1933 he was com- 
missioned a captain of infantry. 

On resuming his studies at the University of Wisconsin, Mr. Blood- 
good worked toward the degree of geological engineer and he became 
an active member of Sigma Nu fraternity. He was out of school in 
the year 1922, during which time he was employed by the United 
States Fidelity & Guaranty Company of Milwaukee. He next attended 
the night sessions of the Marquette Law School for one term and then 
for a short time was employed as sales engineer in a Milwaukee 
manufacturing plant, but in 1923 entered the University of Chicago 
as a law student. In 1925 he took the required examination for the 
bar and was admitted to practice, after which he became associated 
with the firm of Bloodgood, Kemper & Bloodgood, which later became 
Bloodgood, Stebbins & Bloodgood, and then went into practice for 
himself. He early realized that industry and thoroughness in the 
preparation of each case, as well as a knowledge of legal principles 
and precedents, are essential in the attainment of success in the 
courts, and he has cultivated those qualities with excellent results. 
His attention is now chiefly devoted to insurance and corporation 
reorganization matters and his information along these lines is most 
thorough. He has membership with the American Bar Association 
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and is now chairman of its commercial section. He has also been 
active in the Milwaukee and Wisconsin State Bar associations and 
has served as recording secretary of the Commercial Law League 
of America. 


Mr. Bloodgood was one of the organizers and is the secretary-_ 


treasurer of the Veterans Civic Duty Association, which is a national 
organization to which veterans from any branch of the service may 
belong. Its purpose is to promote good citizenship, it is non-political 
and inculcates and promotes a higher standard of civic service, civic 
virtue and civic pride. Its aim is to “defend in war, vote in peace.” 
In 1941 Captain Bloodgood was appointed executive secretary of the 
Wisconsin Citizens Military Training Camps Association and the 


Wisconsin Military Association and editor of The Reservist, a monthly. 


magazine devoted to the interests of national defense. 

Captain Bloodgood’s college fraternities are Phi Alpha Delta and 
Sigma Nu, and his appreciation of the social amenities is indicated 
in his membership with the University Club, the Milwaukee Athletic 
Club and the Town Club. He is also a member of the South Shore 
Yacht Club, and water sports and sailing are his chief forms of recre- 
ation. He is particularly fond of books, especially history, and his 
hobby of book collecting has brought him many fine first editions. 
He is likewise a lover of music and was one of the organizers of the 
Milwaukee Community Concert Association. He has membership in 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. 

On the 7th of June, 1924, Mr. Bloodgood married Elinor Mueller, 
daughter of Ndward and Clara (Bruhm) Mueller, of Davenport, Iowa. 
Mrs. Bloodgood is very active in charitable work, belongs to the Junior 
League and to the Children’s Home and Aid Society and is a loyal 
and earnest member of St. Paul’s Church. The two children of Mr. 
and Mrs. Bloodgood are Clara Elizabeth, who is now attending Welles- 
ley College, and Charles Edward, who is attending Milwaukee Uni- 
versity School. 


WILLIS G. SULLIVAN, an attorney now practicing in Milwaukee 
as senior partner in the firm of Sullivan & Lauritzen, was born No- 
vember 12, 1903, in Hurley, Wisconsin, a son of John F. and Ida 
(Reible) Sullivan. The father, who died September 1,-°1926,. was 
born in Fredericton, Canada, March 31, 1862, a son of John and 
Katherine (Owens) Sullivan, both natives of Ireland who came to 
the United States in early youth. John F. Sullivan came to Wiscon- 
sin about 1881 and four years later settled in Hurley, where he en- 
gaged in the jewelry business and later combined it with the drug 
business. He was a very civic minded man and held several positions 
of trust in the community, serving for a number of years as one 
of the town board and its chairman for one term, a member of the 
school board for nine years and was elected to several terms as a 
county supervisor. Governor Peck appointed him the first sheriff 
of Iron County. On February 14, 1898, he married Miss Ida E. 
Reible, of Minnesota, who is now living in Park Ridge, Illinois. Their 
family numbered two sons, the brother of Willis G. being John F. 
Sullivan, who is an engineer in Chicago, now filling the position of 
superintendent of construction with the Commonwealth Edison Com- 
pany. 

Attending the public schools of Hurley, Wisconsin, Willis G. Sul- 
livan passed through consecutive grades until graduated from high 
school with the class of 1921. He then began preparation for a pro- 
fessional career at the University of Wisconsin and in 1927 was 
accorded both the Bachelor of Arts and the Bachelor of Laws de- 
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grees. Having thus qualified for the bar, he began practice in Mil- 
waukee with the firm of Glickman & Gold, and later was a partner 
in the firm of Corrigan, Backus, Sullivan & Backus. In 1942 he 
formed a partnership with Richard H. Lauritzen, who was an assist- 
ant attorney general of Wisconsin from 1939 until 1943. The firm 
of Sullivan & Lauritzen is now well established here and already has 
a large and gratifying clientele. 

In 1924 Mr. Sullivan was united in marriage to Miss Helen 
Broughton, native of De Kalb, Illinois, and a daughter of Charles B. 
and Della (Leifeit) Broughton, the former now deceased. Mrs. Sul- 
livan attended the University of Wisconsin. Of their marriage two 
sons have been born: Willis G. Jr. and Robert C., who are now pupils 
in the Milwaukee Country Day School. Another and much loved 
member of their household is a young English girl, Jayne Jaffe, 
whom they took into their home three years ago. She was born on 
the Isle of Jersey and is now thirteen years of age. Her father was 
killed at the beginning of the war and like many other children she 
ve sent to the United States to escape the bombings and other perils 
of war. 

Mr. Sullivan is a Catholic, with membership in St. Monica 
Church. He belongs to the University Club, Wisconsin Club, and the 
Fox Point Club and his college fraternities are Alpha Sigma Phi, 
Phi Delta Phi and Phi Kappa Phi. Along strictly professional lines 
his connections are with the Milwaukee Bar Association, the Wiscon- 
sin State Bar Association and the American Bar Association. 


F. HALSEY KRAEGE, a leading attorney of Madison, where he 
has practiced for twenty years, and the present mayor of the city, 
was born at Green Bay, Wisconsin, May 8, 1899, a son of Frederick 
and Laura (Halsey) Kraege. He is of German descent on the 
paternal side, his grandfather having come from Germany, settling 
in Green Lake County, Wisconsin, where he took up the occupation 
of farming, while later he owned and conducted a general store 
in Berlin, this state. His son, Frederick Kraege, was active in the 
educational field for many years and long served as superintendent 
of the Green Bay schools, in addition to which he did extension 
work as teacher of agriculture. -He died in 1936 and is still survived 
by his wife, now living with her son Halsey in Madison. The Halsey 
family is of English lineage but has been represented in America 
since pre-Revolutionary War days. In the family of Frederick and 
Laura (Halsey) Kraege were four children, of whom Halsey is the 
eldest, the others being: Carl Adams; Helen, the wife of Maynard 
Moss, of Madison; and Myrtle, the wife of Kenneth Winrich, of 
Cornell, Wisconsin. Carl Adams Kraege is a lieutenant colonel in 
the army and has already made a rather distinguished record in the 
African and Italian campaigns. He served as the first military 
governor of Naples over a period of four months and was then 
transferred to England, and later attached to the Ninth Army in 
France. 

Halsey Kraege pursued his early education in the grade schools 
of Mazomanie, Wisconsin, and the high schools at Wisconsin Dells 
and Fort Atkinson. He enlisted in the army in World War I, serving 
in the Engineering Corps for five months, and on his discharge 
entered the University of Wisconsin, majoring in economics and 
won the Bachelor of Philosophy degree in 1922 and his Bachelor 
of Laws degree in 1924. The same year he was admitted to practice 
in the courts of this state and immediately joined the firm of Rich- 
mond, Jackman, Wilkie and Toebass, now the firm of Wilkie, Toe- 
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bass, Hart, Kraege & Jackman, of which he has continued an active 
member. While advancement at the bar is proverbially slow, he 
nevertheless forged steadily ahead, giving evidence of his knowledge 
and his ability to handle intricate and important legal problems 
in the successful results that have attended his efforts, the court 
records bearing evidence of the many favorable verdicts accorded 
him. He belongs to the Dane County, Wisconsin State and Ameri- 
can Bar associations and at all times is most careful to conform 
his practice to the highest ethical standards of his chosen calling. 

Taking an active interest in the political situation and in all 
civic affairs, Mr. Kraege was called to the office of city alderman 
and served, through reelection, for twelve consecutive years, doing 
everything in his power to advance the interests and promote the 
upbuilding of the city and at all times has worked along constructive 
lines. On December 10, 1943, he was appointed mayor of the city 
by the council to complete the unfinished term of Mayor Law, who 
had resigned. In April, 1944, he was elected to the office for the 
ensuing term, without opposition, being the first mayor so elected 
in the history of the city of Madison. 

Mr. Kraege is a member of the honorary college fraternities 
Delta Sigma Rho and Artus, and also a member of the Alpha Chi 
Rho fraternity. He has passed from the Blue Lodge in Masonry to 
the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite in the Madison Con- 
sistory and is a member of Zor Temple of the Mystic Shrine. His 
religious faith is indicated in his membership in the Congregational 
church, and he is a member of the Madison Club and of Rotary 
International. When in the University he was a member of the 
Hesperia Literary Society and represented the University as a col- 
legiate debater in his junior and senior years, 1921 and 1922. In 
this he was following in the footsteps of his father, who also was 
a university debater. F. Halsey Kraege received the Vilas medal 
for debating and public speaking activities at the university. 


LLoypD D. MITCHELL, a member of the Wisconsin bar, practicing at 
Oshkosh, entered upon the active work of the profession in 1920. He 
was born in the town of Brooklyn, Green Lake County, Wisconsin, 
August 9, 1893, and is a son of Jesse EK. and Ethel L. (Hollenbeck) 
Mitchell, his father also a native of Green Lake County. His great- 
great-grandfather, Nathaniel Mitchell, was born in Tennessee and 
was of English lineage, but the family was established in this country 
in Colonial days and was represented in the American army during the 
Revolutionary War. His son, Archibald Mitchell, great-grandfather 
of Lloyd D., was born in Kentucky and there spent the period of his 
youth. After marriage he removed to Iowa and later became one 
of the pioneer residents of Green Lake County, Wisconsin, where he 
acquired large land holdings, there developing an extensive and pro- 
ductive farm. He was also active and prominent in public affairs of 
his community and filled the office of justice of the peace. He married 
Laura Burlingame and they became parents of thirteen children. 

Stephen Decatur Mitchell, son of Archibald and Laura (Burlin- 
game) Mitchell, was born in Iowa and came with his parents to Wis- 
consin. At the time of the Civil War he joined a Wisconsin regiment, 
with which he was on active duty for two years. He became an au- 
thority on Indian lore and he made a collection of Indian relics which 
he gave to the University of Pennsylvania and another which may be 
seen in the Oshkosh Museum. He married Viola Potter, a native of 
Marquette, Wisconsin, and a daughter of Daniel and Polly (Green) 
Potter, The two children of that marriage are Edith, a resident of 
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Ripon, Wisconsin, and Jesse E., of Oshkosh. The last named married 
Ethel L. Hollenbeck, daughter of Zacharias Hollenbeck, who was also 
a Civil War veteran, and his wife, Frances (Wood) Hollenbeck, who 
was born in Green Lake County, Wisconsin, was a daughter of Hiram 
and Nancy Wood, who journeyed westward from New York State and 
became pioneer residents of Green Lake County. Mr. and Mrs. Jesse 
E. Mitchell had two children, Lloyd D. and Olive A., the latter the 
wife of Earl De Vere and the mother of one child. 

Lloyd D. Mitchell pursued his high school studies in Oshkosh and 
later attended Ripon College. Subsequently he took up the study of 
law under the direction of Roy Morris, an attorney of Fond du Lac, 
and later his law reading was directed by Frank Howard, a leading 
member of the Ripon bar. He was admitted to practice in the Wis- 
consin courts July 15, 1920. Through the period in which he has 
practiced in Oshkosh he has demonstrated his ability to successfully 
cope with the intricate and involved legal situations and is seldom if 
ever at fault in the application of legal principles. He is correct in 
analysis, strong in argument and logical in his deductions, and the 
court records bear testimony to the many favorable verdicts he has 
won. He has served as city attorney and by virtue of that office has 
been president of the board of public works. His co-operation has 
also been sought in business matters and he was at one time the vice 
president of the Frederickson Tailoring Company. 

Mr. Mitchell married Grace L. Avery, of Ollwein, Iowa, December 
22, 1917, and their only child is Lloyd Jr., born February 25, 1920. 
He attended the public schools of Oshkosh until graduated from high 
school and is now with the armed forces in World War II in the 
European theater of war, with the rank of sergeant. Mrs. Grace L. 
Mitchell died April 7, 1922. On December 10, 1924, Mr. Mitchell mar- 
ried Miss Clara Luft, a daughter of Henry and Mary (Ruel) Luft. 

Mr. Mitchell is widely known in Masonie circles, with membership 
in the lodge, chapter and Knight Templar Commandery of Oshkosh 
and in the Scottish Rite Consistory of Milwaukee. He is also a past 
chancellor of Oshkosh Lodge No. 9, K. P., and is a member of Aden 
Temple of the Dramatic Order of the Knights of Khorassan at Racine. 
He is interested in all matters of civic concern, supporting all meas- 
ures for the general good and is now serving on the board of the Osh- 
kosh Museum. Along strictly professional lines his connection is with 
the Winnebago County Bar Association, the Wisconsin State Bar As- 
sociation and the American Bar Association. At all times his practice 
measures up to the high standards advocated by those organizations. 


ALVIN GLOYECK has the distinction of being the first lawyer of 
Slovene nationality to practice in Milwaukee, and at all points in his 
eareer he has been actuated by a desire to make his life of service not 
only to people of his own race but to all his fellow citizens as well. 
There are most interesting chapters in his life record that have to 
do with military and civic affairs, and his story illustrates the value 
of ready adaptability in embracing the opportunities that are ever 
open to the individual in American life. 

Mr. Gloyeck was born in Laufen, Austria, June 30, 1892, a son of 
Alvin and Mary (Kolenz) Gloyeck. He traces his ancestry back to 
his great-grandfather, who was a physician living near Prague, 
Bohemia. The grandfather, Albin Glojek (original spelling) early 
learned the tanner’s trade and afterward owned a tannery in Austria. 
His son, Alvin Gloyeck, father of him whose name introduces this 
review, was born in Laufen, Austria, February 22, 1862, and died in 
Milwaukee, July 4, 1929. He was manager of the Waschnagg & Son 
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tannery, the largest in Austria, situated at Schénstein, and he was a 
man of excellent technical education. Coming to Milwaukee in 1903, 
he was associated with the Pfister & Vogel Leather Company for sev- 
eral years. Later he operated a tavern, and he was the first Slovene 
to engage in business on the south side of Milwaukee. In all affairs 
pertaining to his national group he was very active and at all times he 
sought the further advancement and improvement among people who 
were his countrymen in Europe. He acted as banker, as interpreter 
and was the leader in several fraternal organizations. He was made 
the secretary-treasurer of St. John’s Church, which was the first 
Slovene church organized in Milwaukee, and he participated effectively 
and helpfully in everything tending toward improvement in civic, 
educational, religious and cultural conditions. He was an independent 
thinker, his opinions being his personal deductions, arrived at from 
the earnest thought which he gave to vital questions and problems. 

Alvin Gloyeck passed from this life in 1928 and is still survived 
by his widow. Her people were originally from France and in 1909 
went to what is now Yugoslavia. The name was originally Krelius, 
but in time the spelling was changed to Kolenez, pronounced as the 
Iinglish name Collins. The progenitor of the family was Johannes 
Krelius, a landed proprietor who is mentioned in Slovene history. 

Mrs. Mary (Kolenz) Gloyeck was anxious that her five children 
should be given good educational advantages and her son Alvin was 
graduated in 1906 on completing a classical course in the Gymnasium 
at Cilli, one of the oldest towns in Europe. The same year he crossed 
the Atlantic to join his father, who had come to Milwaukee in 1903, 
and since that time he has made his home in Wisconsin. He attended 
a business college in Milwaukee. 

Shortly after taking up residence in Milwaukee he joined Company 
I’, First Wisconsin National Guard. Later he joined the United States 
Army, serving as a member of Troop B, Sixth United States Cavalry 
at Iort Huchuca, then at Fort Des Moines, Iowa, at Jefferson Bar- 
racks, Missouri, and then at Texas City, Texas, while in 1914 he was 
at Vera Cruz. In that year he received his discharge as a sergeant. 
Returning to Milwaukee, Mr. Gloyeck entered business life, becoming 
an employee of the Allis-Chalmers Company, with which he remained 
until after this country had declared war against Germany. On the 
Ist of February, 1918, he reenlisted in the regular army and until 
October 17, 1919, he was chief inspector at the ordnance department 
in the Seventh U.S. district, Chicago ordnance office. Following his 
discharge at the close of the war he became a member of the Reserves, 
being connected with the ordnance department and afterward was 
second lieutenant and then first lieutenant of cavalry. He was assigned 
to the One Hundred and Fifth Car Brigade, United States Army Re- 
serve Corps, with which he remained for five years, from August 18; 
1923, to 1928. 

In 1921 Mr. Gloyeck began the study of law at Marquette Uni- 
versity, attending school at nights for three years and one year in 
the day sessions. During this time he worked in law offices, doing 
clerical work, serving papers and writing briefs in order to be more 
fully prepared for professional duties when he graduated. He won 
his LL.B. degree in 1926 and was admitted to the bar in August, 1927, 
becoming the first lawyer of Slovene nationality in Milwaukee, where 
he has since engaged in practice, meeting with a gratifying measure 
of success. He is now counsel for the Wisconsin Royal Consul Gen- 
eral of Yugoslavia. While he continues in general practice, he gives 
much attention to international law, in which branch of the profes- 
sion he is particularly well informed. He not only speaks English 
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but also German, Serbian and Croatian besides his native tongue 
and is often called upon to translate and interpret legal papers. 

In civic and fraternal affairs Mr. Gloyeck has taken a leading part, 
being an active member of the Slovene National Benefit Society, the 
South Slavic Benefit Union “Sloga,”’ the Alliance Lily of Wisconsin 
and the American Yugoslav Voters League. He likewise has mem- 
bership in the Excelsior Masonic lodge and he is commander of the 
Army and Navy Union Garrison No. 90 and a Past State Department 
Commander. Through his fraternal work, his military activities and 
through civic interests he tries to render real service to his fellowmen, 
and those who know him feel that he has accomplished this purpose 
and has rendered much aid to the public along lines that are highly 
beneficial. In politics he maintains an independent attitude, being 
interested in politics as a civic duty and not as a partisan of an 
organization. Along strictly professional lines he is connected with. 
the Milwaukee County Bar Association and the Wisconsin State and 
American Bar associations. He is a lover of fine horses and finds his 
recreation in horseback riding. 

In August, 1918, Mr. Gloyeck married Maude Klees, who was born 
and reared in Milwaukee, a daughter of Rudolph Klees, who was 
born and reared in Burlington, this state, and whose parents came 
from Bavaria to the United States. Rudolph Klees was connected 
with the Milwaukee fire department for several years and then worked 
as a blacksmith for the Pfister & Vogel Leather Company. Mr. and 
Mrs. Gloyeck have two children: Ruth, who acts as her father’s office 
assistant, and Alvin Rudolph, who was graduated in 1940 from the 
West Milwaukee high school. He is now a student at Marquette Uni- 
versity Medical School. 


FRALEY N. WEIDNER, a member of the law firm of Richardson, 
Reeder & Weidner of Milwaukee, was born in Chester, Pennsylvania, 
May 6, 1906, a son of Fraley N. and Elizabeth (Taylor) Weidner. 
He is a great-grandson of Don A. J. Upham, one of the prominent 
pioneers of Wisconsin, who arrived in Milwaukee in 1837. 

Don A. J. Upham was born in Weathersfield, Windsor County, 
Vermont, May 31, 1809, a son of Joshua Upham, who occupied the 
old homestead farm in the Connecticut River valley on which his 
grandfather, William Upham, had settled at the close of the Revolu- 
tionary War. The family is of English descent, founded in America 
by John Upham, who on leaving his native England established his 
home in Malden, Massachusetts, about sixty years after the first 
Pilgrims had landed on Plymouth Rock. His descendant, Don A. J. 
Upham, was but sixteen years of age when he decided to become a 
member of the bar. He had his preparatory training in Chester, Ver- 
mont, and Meriden, New Hampshire, and at the age of nineteen 
enrolled as a student in Union College of New York, from which he 
was graduated in 1831. He studied law under the preceptorship of 
General James Talmage of New York and after attending a course 
of law lectures he was admitted to the bar in 1835 and began practice 
in Wilmington, Delaware, where he was elected city attorney in 1836. 
He also was the editor and publisher of the Delaware Gazette and 
The American Weotchman from 1834 to 18357, but in the spring ot the 
latter year he started westward, attracted by the tales he heard of 
the opportunities in this growing section of the country. Traveling 
by way of the upper lakes, he reached Chicago, then a small town 
surrounded by an extensive marsh, but he was not pleased with its 
prospects and with team and farm wagon traveled over parts of 
Illinois, Iowa and Wisconsin. By steamer he made his way from 
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Chicago to Milwaukee, where he found conditions more to his liking 
and determined to make his home here. The court records of that 
period show that Don A. J. Upham was one of the leading attorneys 
of his day. 

While never a politician Mr. Upham was, nevertheless, called to 
serve in a number of important positions. Several times he was a 
member of the Territorial Council in its legislative sessions at Mad- 
ison and he was a member of the first convention that met to frame 
the state constitution, serving as its president. While nominated by 
the Democratic party for governor, he took no active part in the 
campaign, yet was defeated by a very small majority. Twice he 
served as mayor of Milwaukee, following Juneau and Kilbourn in 
that’ office and he was United States attorney for the district of 
Wisconsin. 

In 1836 Don A. J. Upham married Elizabeth S. Jaques, daughter 
of Dr. Gideon Jaques, of Wilmington, Delaware, member of one of 
the oldest families in New Jersey, descended from the first French 
Huguenots who came to America in 1640. Don A. J. and Elizabeth S. 
(Jaques) Upham had a family of ten children. The father died in 
Milwaukee on July 19, 1877, while his wife survived him until Sep- 
tember 9, 1883. 

The youngest child of Don A. J. Upham was Horace Alonzo, who, 
like his father, became a distinguished attorney of Milwaukee. Born 
August 14, 1858, he attended the University of Michigan and was 
admitted to the bar in 1877. He joined the law firm of Charles K. 
Wells and Jerome R. Brigham, one of the oldest law firms in the 
city. The firm name was then changed to Wells, Brigham & Upham 
and they concentrated on real estate, commercial and corporation 
law, together with the care of estates, the guardianship of trust 
funds and care of the financial investments of their clients. After 
the deaths of Mr. Wells and Mr. Brigham the firm of Fish, Cary, 
Upham & Black was formed in 1897. A change in partnership in 
1909 led to the adoption of the firm style of Upham, Black, Russell 
& Richardson. In 1936 the firm name was changed to Richardson, 
Robertson, Reeder & Stearns. It was in 1940 that Fraley N. Weidner, 
a grand nephew of Horace A. Upham, became a partner and the 
name of Richardson, Reeder, Stearns & Weidner was adopted. In 
1944 the partnership was changed to Richardson, Reeder & Weidner. 

The line of descent from Don A. J. Upham to Mr. Weidner had 


come down through Henry B. and Adelaide J. (Upham) Taylor, who 


were the parents of Elizabeth Taylor, the wife of Fraley N. Weidner, 
and they in turn were parents of Fraley N. Weidner, whose name 
introduces this record. He was born in Chester, Pennsylvania, May 
6, 1906. His mother was also a native of Chester and is now living 
in Glencoe, Illinois, but his father died in 1929. He was an electrical 
engineer who spent seven years on the construction of the Panama 
Canal, so that between the ages of three and ten years his son and 
namesake had been reared in the Canal Zone. There were two other 
children in the family, of whom the daughter, Mrs. Sarah W. Young- 
ren, is living in Glencoe, Illinois, while the brother, Horace Upham 
Weidner, died in 1941. 

After acquiring his early education in the Canal Zone and later 
attending the public schools of Chester, Pennsylvania, Fraley N., 
Weidner Jr. won his Bachelor of Arts degree at his graduation from 
Pennsylvania State College in 1927, while his Bachelor of Laws de- 
gree was conferred on him by the University of Pennsylvania in 
1930. After practicing law for a year in Delaware County, Penn- 
sylvania, he came to Milwaukee in 1931, and entered into profes- 
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sional association with the firm of Upham, Black, Russell & Rich- 
ardson, becoming a partner in 1940. Like his forbears his record as 
an attorney reflects credit and honor upon the legal history of the 
city and state. He is a member of the Milwaukee, Wisconsin State 
and American Bar associations. 

In 1938 Mr. Weidner married Inez Elizabeth Miller, a native of 
Milwaukee and a daughter of George B. and Inez (Fuller) Miller, 
both representatives of old and prominent families of Milwaukee. 
Her father, who was engaged in the insurance business here, was 
associated with the Leedom, Miller & Noyes agency for a number 
of years and is now president of the Monarch Manufacturing Com- 
pany. He was born in Milwaukee, November 29, 1881, a son of 
Andrew Galbraith and Martha E. (Goodwin) Miller and a great- 
grandson of the late Judge Andrew Galbraith Miller, who was ap- 
pointed associate judge of the territory of Wisconsin in November, 
1838, and remained in office until 1870, when he resigned. He had 
previously been admitted to the bar and had served as attorney for 
the Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company. His son, George 
Benjamin Miller, has also long been active and prominent in business 
circles of Milwaukee, where he now heads the Monarch Company. 
Mrs. Weidner is a graduate of the University of Chicago and is an 
active member of the Milwaukee Junior League. Mr. and Mrs. Weid- 
ner have a son and daughter, Alice Inez, four years of age, and John 
Fraley, aged two. The family residence is at 1117 East Fox Lane 
in Fox Point, and Mr. and Mrs. Weidner have membership in St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church. He has always been interested in welfare 
work and is now the vice president and a member of the board of 
the Family Welfare Association and he was formerly president and 
is still a member of the board of the Wisconsin Association for the 
Disabled. 


WILLIAM C. Bouck, ranking high in the legal profession in Osh- 
kosh as senior partner of the firm of Bouck, Hilton & Dempsey, be- 
longs to that class of representative attorneys who have ever en- 
deavored to maintain the highest standards of legal procedure and 
at all times further the ends of justice. His grandfather, William 
C. Bouck, was prominently associated with events that shaped the 
history of New York. A native of Fulton, Schoharie County, he 
always resided in the Empire State and entered public life as sheriff 
of his native county in 1812. In 1814 he became a member of the 
State Legislature, serving for the two years’ term, and he was also 
early identified with military affairs, serving as colonel in command 
of a regiment of state troops. He was chosen a member of the State 
Senate at a time when his district comprised almost the whole of 
central New York, at which time the upper House of the General 
Assembly more nearly resembled a House of Lords, representing the 
landed interests. In 1821 this district was abolished by subdivision, 
but in the meantime William C. Bouck had been made a member of 
the Canal Board, then engaged in building the Erie Canal. It was a 
position of great importance, for it was in the period which antedated 
railroad building and practically all travel was by means of the rivers 
and canals. He was continued in the office for nineteen years, begin- 
ning his work as superintendent of the whole western section of 
the canal. He set up his headquarters in a log hut in the wilderness 
where now stands the city of Lockport, New York, and after the 
completion of the Erie Canal he built the Cayuga and Seneca canals. 
He was a well known and prominent figure throughout the entire 
canal section of that part of the country, traveling between the con- 
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tractors’ camps on an old white horse, carrying his saddle bags, 
een contained the monthly payments, which were always punctually 
made. 

William C. Bouck was a member of the Democratic party, then 
called Conservatives, and he entered upon his duties as New York’s 
governor during very troublous political times, more than a hundred 
years ago. He was of Dutch descent and he spent most of his life 
on Bouck’s Island in the Schoharie River, at Fultonham, New York. 
He was a man who could not be influenced to change a course of 
action if he believed he was in the right, and his conscience guided 
him in every relation with his fellowmen as he followed farming 
interests, served as a canal builder, a soldier or a political leader, 
and He thus did much to direct the development and upbuilding of 
his state. 

William C. Bouck had two sons, Charles and Gabriel. The latter re- 
moved to Wisconsin, where he won distinction as an attorney and was 
also called upon to represent his district in Congress. The older son, 
Charles Bouck, was born in Schoharie County, New York, as was his 
wife, Juliet (Best) Bouck. He was of Holland descent, tracing his an- 
cestry directly back to Christian Bouck, who immigrated from Holland 
and established his home in the Empire State when this country was 
still numbered among the colonial possessions of Great Britain. Unto 
Charles and Juliet Bouck were born two sons, William C. and Charles 
D., and two daughters, Margaret and Catherine. 

It was at Fultonham, Schoharie County, where his grandfather 
had lived, that William C. Bouck of this review was born February 
22, 1874. He attended and was graduated from the high school at 
Yonkers, New York, and prepared for the legal profession as a law 
student at Cornell University at Ithaca, New York, where he ‘was 
accorded his LL.B. degree in 1894. The following year he came to 
Oshkosh to join his uncle Gabriel Bouck in active practice and has 
here since remained. Step by step he has steadily advanced in his 
chosen calling. It was soon evident that his preparation of cases was 
thorough and exhaustive, that he lost sight of no detail and yet gave 
due emphasis to the important point upon which the decision of 
every case finally turns. As a member of the firm of Bouck, Hilton 
& Dempsey, he now has a large clientele and his practice is of an 
important character. The name of Bouck has thus figured in con- 
nection with the legal history of Oshkosh for more than ninety years— 
from the 1850s, when his uncle, Gabriel, arrived here, down to the 
present when William C. Bouck is recognized as one of the ablest 
members of the bar in Winnebago County. 

Mr. Bouck married Winifred Hollister, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
S. W. Hollister, of one of the leading families of Oshkosh. Mr. Bouck 
belongs to the Masonic order, the Knights of Pythias and the Elks 
lodge, while along professional lines his connection is with the Winne- 
bago County Bar Association, the Wisconsin State Bar Association 
and the American Bar Association. 


JOHN RAYMOND SMITH. The name of Ray Smith, as he is every- 
where known, is synonymous with the hotel business in Milwaukee, 
and his life is expressive of all that has made for progress and 
improvement in hotel management and direction. During the greater 
part of his life he has been associated with Hotel Pfister, now the 
property of Hotel Pfister, Inc., of which he is the owner, and while 
this is one of the older hotels of the city, it has never lost its position 
in leadership, remaining in the front rank of the most carefully 
managed and well appointed hostelries of the Midwest. 
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Mr. Smith was born in Reedsburg, Sauk County, Wisconsin, 
March 4, 1882, his parents being Seymour and Margaret (Durick) 
Smith, while his ancestry is traced back to John Smith, one of the 
early colonists of Virginia. He attended the grade schools of his 
native town and in 1894 came to Milwaukee, where his father was 
connected with the J. G. Flint Coffee Company. Here he attended 
the Seventh ward school but his educational opportunities were 
somewhat limited as he early began to provide for his own support. 
His first remunerative job came to him through selling newspapers. 
He was a lad of twelve when the Davidson Theater fire occurred. He 
saw men and boys selling “extras” for five cents a copy and imme- 
diately felt it a good way to make some money. He had no pennies 
with which to buy the first paper, but returned home and obtained 
one of his father’s stamped envelopes, which he redeemed at the 
post office and with the two cents purchased three papers, which 
brought him a return of fifteen cents, which he immediately rein- 
vested. He worked all day and in the late afternoon when he re- 
turned home he had twenty-one dollars. He afterward worked as a 
newsboy and as cashboy in the Chapman store until he took the job 
of bellboy in the Pfister Hotel in 1896. Later, when he was made 
head of the cigar counter, he made it the most profitable in Milwau- 
kee. Various promotions carried him steadily forward until in 1916 
he became manager of the Pfister Hotel, being one of the youngest 
hotel managers in the entire country. 

In 1919 Mr. Smith organized the Ray Smith, Inc., for the purpose 
of operating hotels, and leased the Republican Hotel. After seven 
years, however, in 1926, he returned to the management of the Hotel 
Pfister and his study of public demands, combined with his progres- 
sive spirit, has made the Pfister the exponent of all that is meant 
in the term “a thoroughly modern hotel.” It was built in 18938. and 
it treasures on its registers the signatures of many persons of na- 
tional and international prominence. Mr. Smith is recognized by 
hotelmen throughout the United States as an authority on cost ac- 
counting, on food control and on efficiency in the food departments 
of hotels, and has written numerous articles for hotel publications 
and for the Federal Government on subjects relative thereto. In 
years past Mr. Smith was president of the Wisconsin Hotel Asso- 
ciation and of the Northwestern Hotel Men’s Association. He was 
also president of the Yellowstone National Trail Commission, 
through appointment of Governor Blaine, and he was president of 
the Sheridan Road Commission, which completed the highway into 
Chicago in 1915, this work being expressive of the deep interest 
he has always felt in highway improvement. 

Mr. Smith has been connected with civic improvement through 
his membership in the Milwaukee Association of Commerce and he 
also belongs to the Rotary Club, the Milwaukee Athletic Club and the 
Ozaukee Country Club. He is a communicant of the Catholic church. 

On the 30th of June, 1908, Mr. Smith married Cecelia Mack 
Karass, a daughter of Gustave A. Karass, who conducted one of the 
pioneer furniture manufacturing enterprises of Milwaukee. Mr. 
and Mrs. Smith have two sons and a daughter. John Raymond Jr., 
who is a graduate of the Milwaukee Country Day School and of 
Cornell University, where he won his Bachelor of Arts degree, 
married Martha Wolf and is now the secretary and manager of the 
Hotel Pfister. Antoinette Smith became the wife of J. Carlton Mac- 
Neil, president of MacNeil & Moore of Milwaukee, and they have 
three children, J. Carlton Jr., known as Sandy, Douglas MacArthur 
and Judith, usually called Judy. Lawrence Hubert Smith, the young- 
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est of the family, is a graduate of the Milwaukee Country Day School. 
He volunteered for service in World War II and is now a lieutenant 
in the United States Army, located at Camp Gordon, Augusta, Geor- 
gia. The sons have devoted most of their young lives to absorbing 
the methods of hotel management from their father, whose plans 
of success have always been carefully thought out. In his office 
there hangs a framed formula for success, the initial letters of 
which read “Can” and “Master” 

stands for Concentrate 

means Apply 

is to Negotiate 

is important to Memory 

seldom used is Analyze 

means Study 

is to Think 

must Expand 

to Revise 

Another quotation of Mr. Smith’s is “Opportunity is as common as 
street cars and one should be ready to hop on as it comes by.” The 
basic truth in the following has also actuated him: “If you are 
earnest in your job, your employer is waiting for you to fill a higher 
one.” Mr. Smith also attributes his success to his determination to 
lead an upright life according to his mother’s teaching, and feels 
that her influence has always been a most potent force in his life, 
while untiring effort has also brought him to the high position which 
he has long occupied in hotel circles. 

Mr. Smith maintains at the Hotel Pfister a notable collection of 
nineteenth century paintings to the number of one hundred, the value 
of which is placed at $250,000. This notable collection was gotten 
together by the late Charles F. Pfister. The paintings represent the 
work of Spanish, American, French, German and Italian artists, 
who studied art under the most notable masters of their time. The 
collection is of such a vast scope of subjects that it would be readily 
and deeply appreciated by lovers of art. 

Mr. Smith has been connected with Hotel Pfister for fifty years. 
In May, 1944, he acquired the Pfister Hotel property and is now the 
hotel’s sole owner. 
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Mrs. Louisa K. THIERS. Some years ago the newspapers of Wis- 
consin and especially of Kenosha and of Milwaukee chronicled the fact 
that Mrs. Louisa K. Thiers was approaching the century mark. For 
years since that time the papers have teemed with interesting ac- 
counts of the celebration of her hundredth, hundred and first, hundred 
and second anniversaries and so on down to the year 1925, when at 
the age of one hundred and eleven years she died at the home of 
her daughter, Mrs. Charles Quarles of Milwaukee. What a wonderful 
history is here! Born in 1814, during the administration of President 
Monroe, she witnessed the introduction of the steam car, the telegraph, 
the telephone, the commercialized use of electricity and the hundred 
and one other things which have made the past century marvelous 
for its achievements. Moreover, she had the distinction of being 
the oldest member of the Daughters of the American Revolution and 
was a real daughter, for her father, Dr. Seth Capron, aided in achiev- 
ing American independence. He was born in Attleboro, Massachusetts, 
September 23, 1762, and was of French ancestry. He was a great- 
grandson of Banfield Capron, the first representative of the name in 
America. Banfield Capron, with three boys about his own age, four- 
teen years, who were schoolmates, agreed to leave their friends in 
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England and come to the new world. They concealed themselves in 
the hold of a vessel which was about to sail, with food enough for a 
few days, and they left Chester in Cheshire County, a seaport on the 
north of England in the year 1674. When they were four days out 
they were discovered but after some parley they were allowed to con- 
tinue on the voyage. Banfield Capron lived in Massachusetts until 
1752, when he passed away at the age of ninety-two years, leaving a 
family of twelve children, six sons and six daughters, which number 
included Jonathan Capron, who in turn was the father of Elisha 
Capron and he of Dr. Seth Capron. 

When America sought to win independence from Great Britain, 
Seth Capron, too young to be drafted, was also too short in stature 
to pass inspection at muster. In 1781, at the time of his country’s 
greatest peril, he managed by elevating himself upon his toes to pass 
the mustering officer and so enlisted at the age of nineteen, serving 
first as a private and afterward as a corporal in Colonel Shephard’s 
regiment. He first heard artillery fire at the siege of Newport when 
attached to General Lafayette’s corps of light infantry, and it was 
there that a cannon ball, aimed at the general, grazed the top of his 
head. This led to an acquaintance between Doctor Capron and Gen- 
eral Lafayette that was renewed fifty years later when the great 
French general revisited this country, Doctor Capron being one of 
those who received him at Newburgh, New York. 

Doctor Capron participated in the battle of White Plains, New 
York, and was then transferred to headquarters at West Point under 
Washington, where he served during the remainder of the war, com- 
manding the barge that conveyed the “Father of his country’’ to 
Elizabethtown Point, where he was the last man to receive the Gen- 
eral’s benediction as the great commander-in-chief bade adieu to his 
army. 

When the war was ended Doctor Capron returned to Attleboro, 
where his father, Elisha Capron, owned a good farm, but about that 
time he sold it, taking his pay in continental money, which was soon 
declared worthless. The young man then began studying medicine 
under Dr. Bazeleel Mann, an eminent physician and man of letters 
who had also served his country during the Revolutionary War, his 
fellow townsmen having placed him upon the committees of safety, 
correspondence and judiciary—services which at that time were 
demanded of the best citizens. Moreover, Doctor Mann was the great- 
grandson of William Mann of Cambridge, Massachusetts, who was 
grandson of Sir Charles Mann of Kent County, England, knighted 
in 1925 for loyalty to King Charles I. When Doctor Capron studied 
medicine there were but two medical colleges in the country, one at 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, the other at New Haven, Connecticut. 
Like most physicians of that period, he pursued his preparation 
through private study and began practice in 1789 at Cumberland, 
Rhode Island. He married Eunice Mann, daughter of his preceptor, 
and in 1806 removed to Oneida County, New York, traveling across 
the country in his own carriage with his wife and four young sons— 
a journey of five hundred miles. He located at Whitesboro, now a 
part of Utica, New York, and there by diligent attention to his pro- 
fession secured a handsome competence. He also took great interest 
in manufacturing, built the first cotton mill and afterward the first 
woolen mill in the United States, it is said, being associated in his 
enterprises with Dewitt Clinton, Elisha Jenkins and Francis Blood- 
good of Albany, New York. In 1823 Doctor Capron removed to 
Walden, Orange County, New York, traveling by canal boat from 
Utica to Albany, the Erie Canal having just been completed, then to 
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Newburgh on the Hudson by steamboat, ninety-five miles. He re- 
mained in Walden until his death, which occurred September 4, 1835, 
thus closing a life of seventy-three years. In a publication of that 
day it was said: “He was a man of great integrity and moral worth, 
uncommon ardor, industry and enterprise. I'ew have led more active 
lives and few have accomplished more. His mild, persuasive manners, 
the honesty and goodness of his purposes and the uniform correctness 
of his example gave him a wonderful influence over the villagers. 
Obedience followed his will as if he had been invested with absolute 
power. The village will long mourn for him as for a father.” Of 
his wife it was written: ‘The mother ordered well her household, 
being a woman of strong intellect, and she commanded through a long 
life the respect and love of all who knew her.”’ It was while the fam- 
ily was residing at Whitesboro that the daughter Louisa K. Capron 
was born in 1814. She was reared in a home of culture and refine- 
ment, trained to the activities which girls of the period participated 
in, and thus she was well qualified to manage a household of her own 
when in 1847 she became the wife of David B. Thiers, a merchant of 
Orange County, New York. They afterward removed to Laurel, 
Maryland, traveling on the canal boat Pumpkin Seed from Utica to 
Albany and from the latter city to Newburgh, New York, on one of 
the first steamers on the Hudson River. In the year 1850 Mr. and 
Mrs. Thiers came to the West, arriving at Kenosha on the 7th of 
June. They lived in the Thomas Bond house unti! July, 1851, when 
they removed to the town of Alden, McHenry County, Illinois, where 
besides Mr. and Mrs. Thiers the members of the household were her 
mother, her brother, John Capron, and five children of her brother 
Horace. They lived upon a farm in that county until March 1, 1854, 
and Mrs. Thiers’ mother there passed away in 1853. To Mr. and 
Mrs. Thiers, while upon the farm, there were born two children, 
Herbert and Emma, and after a second marriage of her brother 
Horace and his return to the farm Mr. and Mrs. Thiers again came 
to Kenosha, renting the house of Doctor Hatch, which they purchased 
a year later. There two other children, Edward and Louis, were born 
to them. The three sons became prominent business men of. this 
section of the country. The daughter became Mrs. Charles Quarles, 
of Milwaukee, with whom Mrs. Thiers made her home for many years. 
Her husband died in 1875 and for thirteen years thereafter she con- 
tinued to live in Kenosha but in 1888 went to live with her daughter, 
Mrs. Quarles, with whom she resided for more than a third of a 
century. It seemed hardly possible to those who knew her that she 
passed the one hundred and eleventh milestone on life’s journey. She 
is described as a lady upon whom age laid a light hand. Until 
shortly before her death her blue eyes were still bright, her hair snow 
white but soft and abundant and, best of all, her mentality kept in 
touch with what was goiuy on in the world around her, yet her calm 
and placidity were not disturbed by turmoil. She enjoyed greatly 
the birthday parties and receptions which were annually held in her 
honor, and Milwaukee’s citizens counted it a keen pleasure to have 
a few minutes’ conversation with this most interesting woman, whose 
memory covered an entire century of America’s existence. When 
the first World War came on Mrs. Thiers saw much similarity to 
conditions which preceded and followed the Civil War in this country. 
From the first her sympathies were with the allies—both by reason 
of her French descent and her recognition of America’s debt to Lafay- 
ette and his French soldiers who aided in winning the Revolution. 
When the Liberty Loans were launched she became the oldest sub- 
scriber thereto, on which occasion she received from Secretary 
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McAdoo a personal letter of thanks which reads as follows: “My 
Dear Mrs. Thiers: It is a great privilege, and I esteem it an honor 
as well, to thank you in behalf of The Government for your subscrip- 
tion to the Liberty Loan of which I have just been advised. Let me 
take the opportunity also of congratulating you upon the completion 
of your one hundred and second year of useful life; and upon the fact 
that your father was a soldier in the Revolutionary War, serving 
under Washington and Lafayette, and that he contributed to the estab- 
lishment of the liberty which we enjoy today. It is a thrilling and 
inspiring thing to receive a subscription from an immediate daughter 
of a soldier of the American Revolution, and it is significant of the 
fact that almost within the span of one human life was our liberty 
acquired’ and that within the same relatively brief period of time 
that liberty is threatened by an autocratic military power which seeks 
to build upon its destruction military despotism throughout the world. 
You have lived to see a new war for liberty, this time a war for uni- 
versal liberty throughout the world. I hope you will live to see this 
new and greater victory for liberty and humanity which will come 
just as inevitably as the rising of tomorrow’s sun.” 

Another letter which came to Mrs. Thiers at the time of the war 
from a soldier in the French trenches is of equal interest and is as 
follows: “Happening to read an account of your subscribing to the 
Liberty Loan, | am writing to compliment you about the fine example 
you gave to younger generations. As a French soldier, on the front 
since the beginning of the war, I am very pleased to compliment you 
about the fine example you gave to the younger generations. It is 
indeed a great comfort to us, who have suffered beyond what human 
thoughts can imagine, to see that a great nation like America is 
helping us to crush the most cruel enemy that ever existed. It is a 
great comfort, too, to see that you, a lady, a very old lady in fact, 
but one who knows what war means, shows without hesitation the 
way to final Victory. I am aman of thirty-five, a pilot in the French 
flying corps. I left in Scotland the dearest wife and two darling 
wee babies. I know what and who I am fighting for and do it gladly. 
Perhaps you have someone at the war, perhaps not. If the latter is 
the case will you adopt me as your ‘godson?’ I daresay that | should 
be proud to have for my godmother such a courageous old lady as you! 
I cannot help to think, too, that your very name was that of our most 
famous president, namely the one who forty-six years ago Was called 
the liberator of the country. A reply’ from you, dear madam, will 
be very much appreciated. With all my best wishes of health, so 
that you may see our victory, | am very truly and respectfully yours, 
Marcel Joy.” Mrs. Thiers personally answered the letter, declaring 
that she would be glad to adopt him as her godson and expressing 
her hearty sympathy for the French cause. 

She also had a personal letter from President Harding, written 
in February, 1922, thuaking her for the vote of the oldest known 
voter in the country. 

Throughout the war period Mrs. Thiers was an active worker for 
the Red Cross. She continually engaged in knitting for the service 
men and for the children of France, and she also made many knitting 
bags but specifically stated that they were “to be used for Red Cross 
knitting only.” Mrs. Thiers even after passing the century mark 
read and wrote her own letters. The Milwaukee chapter of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution had honored her by placing 
her name in the Continental Hall of Fame in Washington. Her spirit 
of contentment was beautiful to see. “I have health, happiness and 
life,” she said, ‘and what more can anyone want?” She did not 


PERC LD! ALO BBA IT TEP 


OORT: Tit ct ss it mat alll alee aaa eal we 


oe 
+. - - _~™ we 
a o _ = a C 

7 > - ~e 
_ = ad “9 : = 

us “ 

= con - 
ot ee 


-" 


224 WISCONSIN 


believe that times were better in the past than at present but regarded 
it as a wonderful age of progress through which the country had 
passed during her lifetime, and said that while we are told there are 
seven great wonders of the world, she believed that there are seventy- 
seven. “Her children rise up and call her blessed and her good works 
do follow her.” 


CHARLES QUARLES. Richly endowed with those qualities which 
make for success in the practice of law, Charles Quarles became one 
of the eminent members of the Wisconsin bar, practicing in Mil- 
waukee from 1888 until the time of his death, April 8, 1908. He pos- 
sessed a keenly analytical and logical mind and readily understood the 
relation between the fact and the law applicable thereto. His entire 
record reflected credit on the history of legal procedure in Wisconsin, 
his native state. 

Mr. Quarles was born in what was then Southport but is now 
Kenosha, February 18, 1846, and was of English descent. The 
Quarles family was early represented in New Hampshire, Massachu- 
setts, and central New York, and not only contributed to the develop- 
ment of New England in pioneer times but was also represented in 
the patriot army in the Revolutionary War. His grandfather, Samuel 
Quarles, was actively identified with the development of Kenosha, 
where he conducted a wagon factory. His father, Joseph Very 
Quarles, came to Wisconsin in 1838 and was one of the founders of 
the Bain Wagon Works of Kenosha. He married Caroline Bullen, a 
daughter of General John Bullen, who settled in Kenosha in 1837 and 
contributed to the substantial development and upbuilding of the 
town. 

Charles Quarles, reared in Kenosha, attended the public schools 
and was graduated from high school in 1863. In 1864 he enrolled as a 
student in the University of Michigan but left school during his senior 
year in 1867. Years later, in 1898, the University bestowed on him 
the Bachelor of Arts degree as of 1868. In 1869 he went to Chicago, 
where he represented the Home Fire Insurance Company of New 
York for five years, and in 1872 was in the Southwest, largely in 
Kansas and the Indian Territory. In 1874 he returned to Kenosha, 
where he began the study of law in the office of Head & Quarles, 
being admitted to the bar in 1875. In 1888 he sought the broader 
field offered in Milwaukee and here joined his brother, Joseph Very 
Quarles, and Thomas W. Spence in organizing the law firm of Quarles, 
Spence & Quarles, which for many years occupied a foremost position 
at the Milwaukee bar. 

Charles Quarles served as advocate and counselor in connection 
with many notable cases, which included the Schandein will case, 
in which he successfully resisted the efforts of a son and daughter 
to break the will. In 1905 he acted as special counsel for the Govern- 
ment in a suit agaiust the General Paper Company for violation of 
the Sherman law, which resulted in the dissolution of that corpora- 
tion. He was also Government attorney in a suit against the Mil- 
waukee Refrigerator Transit Company and several railroad compa- 
nies for alleged rebating. He had charge of the libel suit of Charles 
F. Pfister against the Milwaukee Free Press, and after hotly con- 
tested legal battles won a successful verdict which returned to his 
client a large sum. He handled the libel suit of Emanuel L. Philipp, 
at one time governor of Wisconsin, against McClure’s Magazine. This 
was tried in New York City in 1908 and the verdict rendered was in 
favor of his client, as were many other cases of equal note of which 
he had charge. At all times he measured up to the highest profes- 
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sional standards, and his ability placed him in the front ranks of Wis- 
consin’s most distinguished and forceful members. 

Mr. Quarles married Emma W. Thiers on November 10, 1881, a 
daughter of David B. Thiers, of Kenosha, and they became parents 
of three sons and a daughter: Louis, who married Inez French and 
had two children, Louise Inez and Charles Samuel; Charles Bullen, 
mentioned elsewhere in this work; Henry Capron, who was engaged 
in the bond business to the time of his death, and who had married 
and left two children, Lorna Lee and Henry C.; and Ethel, who is the 
wife of L. O. French. They have four daughters, Kunice, Ethel Bar- 
bara, Jean and Ruth Emma. 

Mr. Quarles was always interested in the public welfare and in 
1897 served as president of the Milwaukee school board. He was also 
on the board of law examiners for one term and he was prominent 
in the work of the Wisconsin Humane Society. His political allegi- 
ance was always given to the Republican party and while he never 
sought or desired public office, he was ever ready to further any plan 
or measure for the general good. In club circles he was also widely 
known, having membership in the Milwaukee Country, University 
and Milwaukee Yacht clubs, among whose members he numbered 
many close and valued friends. In his passing Milwaukee lost one 
of her leading lawyers and most honored and respected citizens. 


CHARLES BULLEN QUARLES, an attorney of Milwaukee, engaged in 
general corporation practice and regarded as an authority on munici- 
pal bond issues, was born in Kenosha, Wisconsin, April 7, 1884, a son 
of Charles and Emma Walden (Thiers) Quarles, mentioned elsewhere 
in this work, and a grandson of Joseph Very and Caroline (Bullen) 
Quarles, while his great-grandparents were Samuel and Lydia (Very) 
Quarles. His father was one of the leading lawyers of Wisconsin and 
his uncle, Joseph Very Quarles, also a distinguished member of the 
bar, served as federal judge and as United States senator. 

Charles Bullen Quarles pursued his advanced education in. the 
University of Michigan and in the University of Wisconsin, gaining 
his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1907. During his college days he was 
a member of the track team, a hurdler and an active participant in 
almost all college athletics. For two years he read law in the offices 
of his father’s firm, Quarles, Spence & Quarles of Milwaukee, and 
following his admission to the bar in 1909, began practicing with that 
firm. In 1910 he became junior partner in the firm of Lines, Spooner, 
Inllis & Quarles, which since 1917 has been Lines, Spooner & Quarles, 
recognized as one of the leading law firms of the state, representing 
such concerns as the Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Company, the 
Wisconsin Bankers Association, the Kimberly-Clark Corporation, the 
Marshall Ilsley Bank and many other large corporations and insur- 
ance companies. Mr. Quarles has devoted his attention to general 
corporation practice but specializes on municipal bond issues, being 
a recognized authority on that phase of law in Wisconsin. 

Among the important litigated interests with which Mr. Quarles 
has been associatcd was that of the Northern Coal & Dock Company 
versus Stroud (298 U.S. 142), which resulted in a reversal of a deci- 
sion of the Supreme Court of Wisconsin and established the law that 
the state workmen’s compensation law had no application to death 
actions occurring in navigable waters. He was also one of the attor- 
neys in the case of the Phoenix Nursery Company versus Trostel, 
holding that a foreign corporation cannot recover for work done in a 
state where it has failed to become licensed; the case of the Sentinel 
News Company versus the city of Milwaukee (250 N. W. 511, Wis.), 
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holding that a court of equity may enjoin prosecution of criminal 
cases under a void ordinance to prevent multiplicity of suits. 

Mr. Quarles is the author of an article published in Marquette 
Law Review on contribution between tort feasors, which was referred 
to as an authority by the Wisconsin Supreme Court in Wait versus 
Pierce (191 Wis. 202, 210 N. W. 823). He belongs to the Milwaukee 
County Bar Association and the Wisconsin State Bar Association and 
is an active member of the American Bar Association, having at one 
time been a member of its house of delegates. 

Aside from his professional interests Mr. Quarles is a director 
and vice president of the Wisconsin Investment Company. He is 
serving, on the board of directors of the Milwaukee Legal Aid Society 
and he was formerly president of the Civic Alliance and of the Gyro 
Club—associations that indicate much concerning the nature and 
breadth of his interests. He is chairman of a budget committee of 
the Community Fund. | 

On the 4th of September, 1909, Mr. Quarles married Elisabeth 
Douglas McKey, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George Michael McKey, 
of Janesville, Wisconsin. Mrs. Quarles is active in connection: with 
the work of the community fund and is serving on the board of the 
Visiting Nurses Association. Like her husband, she is a graduate of 
the University of Wisconsin. They have two daughters, Mary D. and 
Elisabeth Ann. The former is the wife of John Gerhard Kamps, of 
the law firm of Lines, Spooner & Quarles, and they have four children, 
John Q., Charles Q., Mary and Elisabeth. The younger daughter, 
Elisabeth Ann, is the wife of John E. Forester, of Evanston, Illinois, 
They have two sons, John M. and Charles Q. 


RED STAR YEAST AND PRODUCTS COMPANY. Looking back through 
the years upon the history of the Red Star Yeast and Products Com- 
pany, it is easily ascertainable that service has been the watchword 
of the organization from the beginning—service in maintaining the 
highest standard of manufacture, service to patrons in the delivery 
of their products and cooperation as to the best methods of their use, 
service to employes in aiding them to reach their greatest efficiency 
with appreciation of their accomplishments. All this has led to a 
constantly expanding business in connection with the demands and 
opportunities of the times, and through sixty-three years the enter- 
prise has maintained a foremost place in the manufacturing interests 
of Milwaukee. 

Operations were not always carried on under the present name 
for the business began in 1882 under the style of the Meadow Springs 
Distilling Company, with Leopold Wirth, Gustav Niemeyer and Henry 
Koch Jr. as the incorporators. They were ail men of well known 
business ability, far-sighted and enterprising, and they studied care- 
fully the business conditions that might make their venture a suc- 
cessful one. Even in those early days Milwaukee was known as one 
of the leading grain centers of the country and then, as now, was 
the foremost barley center of the world, so that raw materials for 
the business were easily attainable. On its incorporation the company 
purchased land an? a building at what is now 825 North Twenty- 
seventh Street, bordering a marsh in the Menominee River valley 
and far distant from the center of the city. Large herds of cattle 
grazed near by and a limestone quarry was in the rear of the prop- 
erty. It was indeed a rural section and Mr. Wirth was influenced in 
his decision as to this location by the fact that it was his custom to 
bring in cattle through the valley and fatten them on the spent 
grain, thus selling them to the meat packing plants at higher prices. 
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He realized if he had his own distillery this spent grain would cost 
him little or nothing, thus adding to the value of the stock he sold. 

Mr. Wirth acted as chairman of the first stockholders meeting 
of the Meadow Springs Company, held in a restaurant room where 
Gimbel’s department store now stands, and when the first board of 
directors assembled immediately afterward Mr. Wirth was elected 
president, with Mr. Niemeyer as vice president and Mr. Koch as 
secretary and treasurer. They made William Bergenthal general 
manager, he and the president to devote their entire time to the busi- 
ness at a salary of fifteen hundred dollars annually. From the begin- 
ning success attended the undertaking, the operation of the plant 
starting on July 4, 1888, in a two-story limestone building, but this 
was soon enlarged to meet the growing demands of the trade. A 
railroad siding was built to bring in grain and other raw materials, 
as well as coal. To facilitate the sale of spent grain a short pipe 
line was laid to the top of the hill, so that the farmer could more 
easily drive up for a load of this feed, which was a by-product of the 
distillery that produced in its first six months one hundred and 
eighty thousand gallons of whisky. 

At the annual election of the company on March 17, 1887, Au- 
gust Grau was elected president and August Bergenthal was made 
secretary and treasurer. Both had become stockholders only three 
years before and each filled his respective office for thirty-five years. 
On the Ist of May, 1887, the offices of the company were removed 
to 190 East Water Street, where a compounding house was also 
established, showing that the company was including a full line 
of distillery products in the merchandise it was handling. It was 
about this time that William Bergenthal, general manager, disposed 
of his interest in the business, with the right to use the name Meadow 
Springs, so that on May 12, 1887, the name of National Distilling 
Company was adopted. A few years later, on February 4, 1891, the 
office building was destroyed by fire, but throughout its history the 
company has never faltered in the face of difficulties or obstacles. 
Already it was enlarging the scope of its output, having taken up 
yeast manufacture, with a sale of one hundred and ninety-seven 
thousand pounds in 1886. The development of this branch of the 
business was rapid, for in 1887 two hundred and seventy-five thou- 
sand pounds were sold and by 1890 the sale amounted to five hun- 
dred and eighty thousand pounds. 

Another evidence of the steady growth of the company’s business 
was shown in their purchase of land adjoining the Twenty-seventh 
Street property, where a new building was erected and other floors 
added to the original building. With the growth of Milwaukee their 
plant became surrounded by a residential district, which brought up 
the question of the disposal of the wet spent grain, which could 
not be hauled through the streets, so after careful consideration 
August Bergenthal evolved the idea of having this profitable by- 
product dehydrated for sale as a sacked dry food, and thus another 
product was added to those sent out by the company. 

Another forward step was taken with the establishment of a 
laboratory in 1890 and thus scientific methods and chemical analysis 
became a part of the manufactured products of the company. With 
the destruction of their property on Kast Water Street in 1891, the 
company began rebuilding on the same site and in 1893 occupied its 
new quarters, which has since been the home of the Red Star Yeast 
and Products Company. That year also brought evidence of the 
enviable position which the company had won, for with the wide- 
spread financial panic of that year there were many who made the 
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company the depository of funds which they were afraid to entrust 
to the banks. In the meantime the yeast business was being rapidly 
developed, distributing branches being established at La Crosse, St. 
Paul, Duluth, Chicago, Grand Rapids, Muskegon, Detroit and Cleve- 
land. 

In 1899 came a further development of the business in the pur- 
chase of the business of the Paul Bechtner Vinegar Company and 
afterward, under the name of the Milwaukee Vinegar Company, this 
product was manufactured. In 1903 the National Distilling Com- 
pany bought out the Fink & Fehrlein Chemical Company in Cudahy 
and the plant there soon housed the Milwaukee Vinegar Company, 
while a second yeast plant was also opened there to supplement the 
yeast’ manufactured at the Twenty-seventh Street plant. 

In 1904 the name of Wirth again became closely connected with 
the business, when Adolph L. Wirth, son of Leopold Wirth, one of 
the three founders, became vice president, after having already 
served the corporation for several years in other capacities. Another 
son, Charles L. Wirth Sr., was in charge of the New York office of 
the company and largely directed its export trade. When, during 
the first World War, the Government barred the use of grains for 
distilling purposes in beverage manufacture the National Distilling 
Company got behind the Government and developed an industrial 
alcohol plant, at the same time developing its yeast trade through 
the opening of other distributing branches throughout the country, 
and in the following era the company produced yeast, vinegar, indus- 
trial aleohol and dried feed on an extensive scale. It was in Novem- 
ber, 1919, that the present name of the Red Star Yeast and Products 
Company was adopted. Before the prohibition era only Vienna type 
yeast was sold, but the company was. studying to produce other 
brands of yeast and brought out one of superior quality known as 
aerated yeast, and by 1921 the Red Star Yeast and Products Com- 
pany was selling its output through fifty branches. The following 
year the company sustained a severe loss in the death of its president 
and its secretary within a month. They were replaced by Bruno 
Bergenthal, son of August, who was chosen for the presidency, while 
Otto Bausenbach became the new secretary-treasurer. 

There was no interruption to the progress which annually char- 
acterized the business and improvements were instituted from time 
to time. Notable advancement was made in 1931 when the company 
instituted bacteriological studies in fermentation and soon the com- 
pany began to consult the University of Wisconsin, and about that 
time employed Dr. Charles Keipper of the University to head the 
company’s laboratory, while in 1983 a complete small scale experi- 
mental yeast plant was opened in the University by the Red Star 
corporation, which also established fellowships there. The labora- 
tory of the company in Milwaukee has developed many improved 
processes in yeast manufacture, including the introduction of mo- 
lasses made yeast, with which experimenting had been carried on 
since 1920. The laboratory tests of all its products are most rigidly 
made by highly trained specialists in fermentology, yeast production, 
baking and nutrition, and in vitamin research. 

The properties of the company have been expanded to meet the 
constantly growing demands of the business and at all times the 
equipment has been the expression of the latest improved facilities 
for manufacture of the kind turned out. There is a new experimental 
bakery for the most accurate bake tests and new streamlined cutting 
and packaging machinery has been installed. There is no state and 
no city of any size in which the name of Red Star Yeast is not known 
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and large plants are maintained in many of them. Of the business it 
has been written: “In all its history the company has been given 
to little, if any, spectacularity. Built on a solid, well grounded foun- 
dation in the business of fermentation, it has always progressed 
with absolute sure-footedness and a steadfastness of purpose. Par- 
ticularly noteworthy and praiseworthy is the fact that, for all its 
vast expansion, the firm has never been required to go outside for 
capital. Surely the company’s course has been an admirable one— 
and has resulted in the achievement of an enviable reputation.” 

In its pioneering days the company sold its yeast from open 
carts, drawn by one horse, and some deliveries were made by bicycle. 
In 1917 the first automobile equipment for delivery was used and 
the company has kept pace with motor car improvement and today 
has a whole fleet of motor driven cars of various kinds for delivery 
purposes. The Red Star Company has always had men of: high 
mental and business. caliber at its head and is today officered by 
Charles L. and Russell D. L. Wirth, grandsons of the founder, who 
occupy the position of president and vice president, respectively, with 
Charles W. Lubenow as secretary and L. Aspin as_ treasurer. 
The stable policies upon which the business was established are still 
being carried out and at the same time they are alert to changing 
conditions which have to be met by present day successful achieve- 
ments. Their associates as department heads have been chosen from 
men equally capable in their particular line and the organization is 
an extremely strong and adaptable one, whose efforts are far-reach- 
ing and resultant. 


JOE ROTHSCHILD, outstanding in the commercial circles of Madi- 
son, is a partner in the firm of Baron Brothers and is acting as 
manager of the fine department store which they own. He has 
been associated with mercantile interests here since 1926, and his 
record is one of continuous progress since he started out to provide 
for his own support when a young lad of ten years. Laudable 
ambition has carried him steadily forward, enabling him to over- 
come all difficulties and obstacles in his path, and the story of his 
successful achievement may well serve to stimulate and encourage 
others. 

Mr. Rothschild was born at Sherman, Texas, May 27, 1889, a 
son of Jacob and Bertha (Miller) Rothschild, the latter also a 
native of the Lone Star State. The father, who was born in Mary- 
land, became a banker but was accidentally killed when his son 
Joe was but nine years of age. Both the father and mother were 
descended of families of Spanish Jews and the father’s people, 
coming to the new world, settled in Maryland. In the family of 
Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Rothschild were but two children, the younger 
being Edward L., who is now a prominent architect of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. 

Although Jacob Rothschild was engaged in the banking business, 
he had not lived long enough to accumulate a competence for his 
family when his untimely death occurred, and Joe Rothschild, the 
elder of his two sons, made his start in the business world when 
ten years of age, being desirous to assist his widowed mother. He 
secured a position in the railroad roundhouse, acting as errand boy 
and performing any task that was assigned him. After a time he 
tried working in a gravel pit, but found that his labors were too 
strenuous for a lad of his years and left the job, securing soon 
afterward a position in one of the largest drygoods stores in Dallas, 
Texas. He first worked as stockman and later was advanced to 
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buyer, and in these connections he learned the fundamentals that 
have enabled him to reach the position of prominence and prosperity 
that he occupies in commercial circles today. 

In 1926 Mr. Rothschild came to Madison and joined the firm 
of Baron Brothers, in which he has since been a partner and is 
today general manager. Baron Brothers, who up to 1926 had been 
owners of the business, were natives of Mitchell, South Dakota, 
and the three, Abe, Isaac and Louis Baron, coming to Madison, 
purchased the old Looken drygoods business, the company having 
gone into receivership. They are not now active in the manage- 
ment of the store, living in California, the business being conducted 
under the personal and immediate supervision of Mr. Rothschild. 
The store is considered the finest in Madison, is thoroughly modern 
in its appointments, carries merchandise of the highest grades and 
furnishes employment to two hundred people. The business methods 
of the house are such as will bear the closest investigation and 
scrutiny, and progressiveness in spirit and purpose is back of all 
their activities. Mr. Rothschild’s success as a merchant was given 
recognition when he was selected to serve for four years as president 
of the Central States Department Stores, a group of twenty-five 
midwestern merchants. 

Notwithstanding the heavy demands made upon him in managing 
the store, Mr. Rothschild finds time and opportunity to aid in all 
public movements which he deems vital to the growth, improve- 
ment and upbuilding of the city and state. He has served as presi- 
dent of the Wisconsin Foundation, as chairman of the Community 


Union drive and was a director on its board for a number of years, . 


is the president of the Rotary Club, and is a representative of the 
directorate of the Young Women’s Christian Association. He is 
also president of Beth El Temple and he is active in every out- 
standing movement for the betterment of Madison. 

On the 24th of June, 1930, Mr. Rothschild was married to Leah 
Barron, a daughter of Jacob and Dora Barron of Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, but no relation to Mr. Rothschild’s partners. She is 
president of the Council of Jewish Women, and has membership in 
the League of Women Voters and the Woman’s Club and is inter- 
ested in all that affects the welfare of the city along intellectual, 
civic, cultural and moral lines. Mr. Rothschild is active in connec- 
tion with the war effort as a member of the defense committee of 
Madison and is on the management board of the United Service 
Organization. Both he and his wife are prominent in the social 
life of the city, and he has long been accounted one of its business 
leaders, having for seventeen years been foremost in mercantile 
circles, his present position being in marked contrast to that of the 
ten year old boy who began earning his living by running errands 
for a railroad company. Step by step he has advanced and thus 
has constantly gained a broader outlook and wider opportunities, 
his record being the epitome of successful achievement and progress. 


Sr, PETER’S CATHOLIC CHURCH. Many years have come and gone 
since there passed from this life the last Oshkosh resident who could 
remember the little white frame structure that served as the first 
house of worship for St. Peter’s Catholic congregation, but down 
through the decades the work has been carried on until ninety-three 
years now chronicle the achievements of the Catholic people of this 
parish. It was James Kenny who brought the first Catholic family 
to settle here permanently, and now his grandson, the son of Mr. and 
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Mrs. Brian J. Kenny, who was born at Oshkosh, September 26, 1902, 
is today a representative of the Catholic clergy. Other families soon 
followed the Kenny family, including the family of Peter McCourt, 
and in the year 1849 church services were held in the Kenny and 
McCourt homes by visiting Catholic clergymen, the first of whom 
was the Rev. F. J. Bonduel, a missionary from Lake Poygan. Later 
in the same year a small frame dwelling at 18 Ceape Street was se- 
cured. The small band of Catholics gathered at the home of Mr. 
Kenny to discuss ways and means of having a resident priest. 

The Rev. Bonduel was born in Corninez (Flanders), Belgium, 
September 17, 1800, and became a highly educated man. He was 
ordained to the priesthood in Detroit, where he later served various 
churches, and in 1837 he came to the Green Bay region. In 1847 he 
visited Oshkosh, and during one of his visits here he supervised the 
erection of a small chapel. 

It was in 1850 that Father Bonduel and the little group of twelve 
Catholic families decided to build a church, after receiving a promise 
from Bishop Henni that a resident pastor would be assigned them. 
A small white church and rectory were accordingly built and thus 
Oshkosh obtained its first Catholic house of worship. Rev. Bonduel 
died December 13, 1861. Bishop Henni sent Rev. Paul Farinaci, 
O.S.D., from St. Malachy’s, near Neenah, to hold services each Sunday 
and from 1851 until 1853 he was resident pastor. In September of 
the latter year Rev. James Colton, a young Irish priest, took charge, 
remaining for a year, after which St. Peter’s was without a pastor 
from 1854 until 1855, when Rev. Francis Fusseder was assigned to 
Oshkosh. He enlarged the church and erected the: tower, while the 
room which was used for church services up to this time was set 
aside for use as a vestry. These improvements were made in 1856 
and the church was dedicated at that time. 

In the spring of 1858 the German portion of the congregation 
requested the establishment of a church of its own and preparation 
was begun on Merritt Street for erection of the second Catholic 
church in Oshkosh. This—St. Mary’s—was completed August 15, 
1858, after which Rev. Fusseder had charge of both churches. His 
successor, Rev. Thomas Keenan, who was a talented linguist, took 
over in 1859 and also served St. Mary’s for several years as well as 
St. Peter’s. In 1863 he built the first school on the present school 
grounds—a small frame building of one room, and the enrollment at 
the end of the first year was ninety-five. Miss Mary Kenny, later 
Mrs. Lynch, was the first teacher and in 1866 Rev. Keenan obtained 
the services of the Dominican Sisters. The first Catholic organization 
was also formed during the pastorate of Rev. Keenan, called St. 
Peter’s Catholic Benevolent and Literary Society. In 1867 the excava- 
tion for the foundation of the present church was made but for lack 
of funds the work was temporarily discontinued. 

In 1867 Rev. Keenan was succeeded by Rev. George T. Riordan, 
who, however, was in poor health and died in 1868. 

Rev. Joseph Herman came in July, 1868, but remained only a 
short time, when Rev. John Gleeson assumed charge, continuing for 
four years. He left March 1, 1872, and for a year and a half the 
church had no pastor. At that time Rev. Louis Cornelis, a native of 
Belgium, was assigned to St. Peter’s and served until August 1, 1874, 
while on the 10th of that month Rev. James O’Malley took up the 
work. On April 28, 1875, occurred a disastrous fire which swept over 
nearly the entire business district and also destroyed St. Peter’s 
Church. Frame structures were no longer built and Father O’ Malley 
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began soliciting funds for a new church on the foundation that had 
been completed some years before. The basement was finished and 
services held therein in 1875. On August 1, 1878, the contract was 
let for the brick and stone exterior of the new church, which was 
completed in 1880. The pillars and trimming are of marble of dif- 
ferent hues, the frescoing was striking, stained glass windows of 
allegorical designs were added and a massive solid marble altar was 
installed in this church, which has a seating capacity of six hundred. 
A new brick school was built in 1884. Father O’Malley, finding the 
work too difficult, Rev. M. J. O’Brien was made his assistant, serving 
from 1889 until 1890. The pipe organ was installed in 1892, at a cost 
of $1800. Father O’Malley died September 26, 1904, after having 
served St. Peter’s Church for thirty years. 

The next pastor was Rev. M. H. Clifford, with Father Dillon as his 
assistant. At that time the school offered but an eight-grade course, 
and the new pastor submitted plans for a new school, which plans 
were approved by the parishioners in 1912. The cornerstone was 
Jaid in 1913 and the modern high school was opened in 1914. The 
high school, however, was discontinued in 1941 because room was 
needed for the grade school. In 1921 the church was practically 
rebuilt, a new floor was laid, and new benches, and a marble altar 
rail were installed, while lighting fixtures were replaced by those of 
more modern design and the walls were refrescoed. In 1925 Father 
Clifford started the fine recreation building, which was finished April 
26, 1926. It is a modern brick structure, with spacious gymnasium, 
which can be used as an auditorium when needed, a commodious 
stage and attractive social room. This space is now used as a dining 
room and kitchen for social affairs. 

Father Clifford, who spent twenty-three years as pastor, died 
April 23, 1927, and Rev. James C. Hogan succeeded him on the 23d 
of May of that year, assisted by Rev. John Quigley, who in time was 
followed by Rev. Leo Courtney. The twelve original families of 1850 
had been succeeded by five hundred families when the church cele- 
brated its diamond jubilee in 1931, and in the grade schools there was 
an enrollment of two hundred and eighty-five, with a high school 
attendance of one hundred and fifty. In 1939 Rev. Francis M. Mc- 
Keough took charge and here remains, wisely directing the activities 


of the parish as well as its spiritual development. He is now assisted 


by Revs. Anthony Joseph Baier and Rev. Lambert D. Scanlan. 

Rev. Anthony Joseph Baier, who was born at Green Bay, Wis- 
consin, February 28, 1909, attended the Cathedral grade school and 
St. Francis Xavier Cathedral school. He was graduated from the 
tenth grade in June, 1927, and in the following September went to 
St. Francis Seminary, Milwaukee. He was ordained to the priesthood 
June 15, 1935, and had his first Solemn Mass at the Cathedral, Green 
Bay, June 16, 1935. He was appointed assistant to Rev. McGinley at 
Our Lady of Lourdes parish, Marinette, July 18, 1935, and on Febru- 
ary 5, 1936, was sent to Precious Blood parish, New London. He was 
appointed to St. Boniface parish, Manitowoc, January 7, 1939, and 
on August 5, 1940, was sent as assistant to St. Peter’s parish in 
Oshkosh. 

Rev. Lambert D. Scanlan was born in Cooperstown, Wisconsin, 
May 16, 1907, a son of Michael and Susan (Bradley) Scanlan. He 
attended grade school at St. James, Cooperstown, and completed 
the high school, college, philosophical and theological courses at St. 
Francis Seminary, St. Francis, Wisconsin. He was ordained to the 
priesthood June 1, 1933, by Bishop Rhode at Green Bay Cathedral 
and was appointed assistant to Rev. George Casey at St. Stevens, 
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Stevens Point, Wisconsin. In January, 1935, he was appointed as- 
sistant to Rev. James E. Meagher at St. Mary’s Church in Appleton. 

In July, 1940, Rev. Scanlan was made assistant to Rev. Henry C. 
Head at Green Bay, diocesan director of the Green Bay Diocese 
Apostolate, which is the Catholic social service organization in the 
sixteen counties which comprise this diocese. He worked under Rev. 
Head’s supervision for six months and in January, 1941, was trans- 
ferred to Oshkosh to be director of the Oshkosh branch of the Green 
Bay Diocese Apostolate, in which position he continues, residing at 
St. Peter’s rectory and assisting with parish work on weekends. 


REV. FRANCIS M. MCKEOUGH, who is pastor of St. Peter’s Catholic 
Church’at Oshkosh, where he has continued his labors since 1939, 
was born at Green Bay, Wisconsin, June 138, 1894, a son of Michael 
and Mary (Jansen) McKeough, both of whom have now passed away. 
The father was born in Canada and the mother was a native of 
Holland, coming to the United States when she was two years old. 
She had reached the age of seventy-six when called to her final rest 
in June, 19438. In their family were fourteen children, of whom eleven 
are yet living, and five of the number have dedicated their lives to 
the work of the church. One of these, Rev. Michael McKeough, a 
member of the Norbertine Order of West De Pere, Wisconsin, was 
ordained to the priesthood in 1917. He was educated at St. Norbert’s 
College at De Pere, Wisconsin, attended the University of Wisconsin 
and completed his studies in the Catholic University at Washington, 
D. C. He is now in the educational field, being head of the South- 
eastern Catholic high school in Philadelphia. He also belongs to the 
Knights of Columbus and he served as a chaplain with the army in 
the first World War. Three daughters entered religious orders, these 
being Sister M. Theresa, Sister M. Roberta and Sister M. Norberta, 
who became members of the Order of St. Joseph. Sister Roberta died 
in Chicago in 1936. 

The Rev. Francis M. McKeough pursued his early education in 
St. John’s parochial school at Green Bay and received his Bachelor 
of Arts degree at St. Norbert’s College in De Pere, Wisconsin, while 
later he received his theological training in St. Francis Seminary in 
Milwaukee. He was ordained on the 19th of December, 1919, and 
was appointed to the position of assistant at St. Patrick’s Church at 
Menasha, Wisconsin, where he remained for two and a half years. 
He was then transferred to St. Peter’s Church in Oshkosh as assistant 
pastor, remaining here from 1922 until 1926, when he was sent to 
Crandon, Wisconsin, where he entered upon his first regular pastorate. 
While stationed there he also had charge of several missions in that 
vicinity, and he remained at Crandon from 1926 until 1931. At the 
conclusion of his five years’ pastorate there he was assigned to Sacred 
Heart Church at Manawa, where he stayed seven months. He was 
transferred to St. Augustine’s Church at Chilton, Wisconsin, where 
he continued his labors from 1932 until 1939, when he again came 
to Oshkosh, this time as pastor of St. John’s Church. Three months 
later he was sent to St. Peter’s, where earlier in his career he had 
been assistant. He took up his duties here in the month of September, 
thirteen years after having first served the church, and under his 

guidance the church work in its various departments is being carried 
steadily forward. A history of this church is given on another page 
of this publication. Rev. McKeough belongs to the Knights of Colum- 
bus and the Catholic Order of Foresters and enjoys the social activities 
of those societies, while he also turns to fishing and hunting for his 
recreation. 
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MorRIs STERN, attorney at law of Milwaukee, is accounted one of 
the most civic minded citizens of this section of the state, and has 
manifested his interest in public welfare and progress in many tangi- 
ble ways. Born in Hungary, August 6, 1878, he is a son of Adolph 
and Anna (Shafrin) Stern. His father was engaged in the lumber 
trade and the hotel business in Hungary until 1884, when he came 
to the United States, settling in Milwaukee. Here he was a peddler 
for a time and later he engaged in merchandising and in the produce 
business. He was active in Western Star Lodge and also in the 
Jewish Old Home Congregation. He died October 25, 1922, at the 
age of seventy-six years, while his wife survived until April 21, 1928, 
having reached the eighty-first milestone on life’s journey before she 
passed away. 

Morris Stern pursued his education in the Gymnasium in Gross- 
wardein, now a part of Roumania, and also attended school in Press- 
burg, now Brata Slava, in Slovakia. He came to the United States 
in August, 1894, when sixteen years of age, this being ten years after 
the arrival of his father, and here he went to grade school in order 
to learn to speak the English language. In due time he was graduated 
from the West Division high school of Milwaukee and he also took a 
course in the McDonald Business College. For three years he was a 
stenographer in the employ of the Chicago & Milwaukee Railroad 
Company at La Crosse, Wisconsin, and in Chicago, and in 1903 he 
took and passed the civil service examination and became a stenog- 
rapher in the navy department at Washington, D. C. He also worked 
in the army and state departments, remaining in Washington from 
1903 until 1906. He there attended law classes at the George Wash- 
ington University and was graduated with the Bachelor of Laws 
degree in 1906, in which year he was admitted to practice in the 
national capital, in New York and in Wisconsin. Since that time he 
has been engaged in the active practice of his profession in Mil- 
waukee, giving his attention to general civil practice, including real 
estate law and corporation reorganization. For a short time he was 
in partnership with Joseph A. Padway and for more than fifteen 
years was a partner of Emil Hersh under the firm style of Stern & 
Hersh. While following his profession he hag likewise become iden- 
tified with business and civic interests. He was the founder of the 
Guaranty Building & Loan Association and served as one of its direc- 
tors and as general counsel for a number of years. He is also a direc- 
tor of the Standard Electric Supply Company of Milwaukee. 

In 1915 Mr. Stern was elected a member of the Milwaukee school 
board and served from the 6th of July of that year until 1922. In 
1927 he was made chairman of the board of appeals of the zoning 
commission. He was in that office until July, 1933, when he resigned 
to become a member of the board of assessments, his term expiring 
January 1, 1941. At the beginning of his service he was elected chair- 
man and continued in that capacity until the end of his connection 
with the board. The work of widening Kilbourn Avenue from the 
courthouse to the lake was one of his principal interests, and at all 
times his efforts were put forth on the side of advancement and 
improvement, 

Mr. Stern has been a prominent figure in the councils of the 
Socialist party for more than a quarter of a century, closely asso- 
ciated with the late Victor Berger and Mayor Dan Hoan. Mr. Stern 
is a member of Wisconsin Lodge No. 1, K. P., of Harmony Lodge, 
I’. & A. M., and he belongs to the Milwaukee Athletic Club, the City 
Club and was the founder and promoter and is a past president of 
Brynwood Golf Club. He has connection with the County, State and 
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American Bar associations, and he belongs to the Federation of 
Jewish Charities and is an active and loyal representative of Tem- 
ple Emanuel. 

On the 20th of June, 1911, Mr. Stern married Della Frazen, of 
Milwaukee, who is a helpful member of charitable and philanthropic 
societies and of the League of Women Voters. They are now parents 
of three sons and a daughter: Alan I., who since his graduation from 
the University of Wisconsin with the Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor 
of Laws degrees, has been associated with his father in law practice. 
He is now a lieutenant (j. g.) U. S. Navy. Dr. Robert M. Stern, 
Ph.D., who was graduated on the conclusion of a course in bacteriol- 
ogy at the University of Wisconsin in 1940, is at present associated 
with the National Canners Association. James, who won the Bachelor 
of Arts degree in 1939 and became a member of Phi Beta Kappa, and 
who in 1942 gained his Bachelor of Laws degree at his graduation 
from the Harvard Law School, is a lieutenant in headquarters signal 
service in England. Sara June,-who specialized in sociology and 
psychology at Northwestern University, where she was graduated as 
a Bachelor of Science in 1941, is in the Soil Conservation Service of 
the United States. 


JOHN GRAF COMPANY has long been regarded as a Milwaukee 
institution. Organized for the manufacture of beer in 1873, it has 
for many years been given over to the manufacture of soft drinks, 
and the Graf beverages are today known throughout the state as the 
business has been developed and controlled by three successive gen- 
erations of the family. The founder of the business, John Graf, 
grandfather of the present generation, was a son of Loranz and 
Elizabeth (Thuering) Graf, natives of Bavaria, Germany, where the 
former learned the trade of silk weaving. Attracted by the oppor- 
tunities of the new world, he crossed the Atlantic in one of the old 
time sailing ships and coming to New York when twenty years of 
age he secured railroad work, but the task was so strenuous that he 
was obliged to give it up and went to Quebec, Canada. However, in 
the spring of 1847 Milwaukee became his destination and thereafter 
remained his place of residence until he was called from this life. 
He and his wife were living in a dwelling at the northeast corner 
of Kleventh and Chestnut streets, when their son John Graf was 
born. He pursued his studies in the public schools and then became 
connected with the brewing business, being employed by others 
until he reached the age of twenty years, when he started in business 
on his own account. His early training had been received in the 
employ of Hickey & Sons, sodawater manufacturers, and in 1871 he 
had gone to Decorah, Iowa, where he conducted business for Fred 
Hencke, a sodawater manufacturer, with whom he continued for six 
months. After his return to Milwaukee he was employed by Carl 
Kunckel until 1873, when he entered into partnership with Philip 
Madlener, under the firm name of Graf & Madlener, for the purpose 
of engaging in the sodawater business, and when five years had 
passed he purchased the interest of his partner, becoming sole 
owner. In January, 1914, the business was incorporated under the 
name of the John Graf Company. Through the passing years the 
patronage steadily increased and Mr. Graf made corresponding in- 
crease in the equipment, using many teams for delivery, which were 
afterward replaced by motorized delivery trucks. He was a bottler 
in Milwaukee for about sixty-five years and in February, 1930, on 
his seventy-seventh birthday, he was feted by five hundred prominent 
Milwaukeeans. He was a member of the Liederkranz from the time 
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of its organization and he held a life membership in the Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks. He was also connected with the 
Knights of Pythias and with the Old Settlers Club. At the time of 
his death, May 16, 1930, he was the oldest living bottler in the 
United States. 

On the 7th of February, 1872, John Graf married Anna Bertha 
Gleisberg, of Mequon, Wisconsin, who died November 5, 1913. They 
were the parents of six children. 

In 1912 the two sons, Edward J. and John Jr., became members 
of the John Graf Company, of which the former was made vice 
president, while John Graf Jr. served as secretary of the company 
for fifteen years. He was born in Milwaukee, attended the North- 
western Military Academy at Lake Geneva and then joined his fa- 
ther, after which he remained an active factor in the business. He 
preceded his father in death, passing away May 22, 1929. He mar- 
ried Sylvia Shafer, who was born on Grove Street in Milwaukee, a 
daughter, of Simon Shafer, who was one of the early business men 
of the city and the builder of the Shafer Block, which is still standing. 

At the time of her husband’s death Mrs. Sylvia Graf was made 
president and treasurer of the Graf Company, which dual position 
she has since filled. She at once demonstrated her business ability 
and sound judgment, and under her direction, with the aid of her 
two sons, the enterprise further prospered and developed. Her elder 
son, John Graf III, left the University of Wisconsin, where he was 
studying, to return home and work in the production end of the 
plant, while Lawrence, usually known as Laurie, continued in Mar- 
quette University, where he won his degree in chemistry, completing 
the four years’ course in three and a half years. He then returned 
home and took charge of the production end of the business. 

John Graf III, who is the secretary of the company, was born in 
Milwaukee in 1911 and has been actively associated with the business 
since reaching the age of twenty. He married Pearl Braun, and they 
have four children: Patsy, Jacqueline, John Graf IV and James 
Timothy. 

Lawrence, the younger brother, was born in Milwaukee in 1914, 
and after his graduation from Marquette in 1934 he immediately 
became an active factor in the further conduct of their manufactur- 
ing enterprise. He married Elaine Jeffers and they have two chil- 
dren, Lawrence III and William Gregory. 

The business has continued to show substantial progress and ad- 
vancement since the sons took charge. The entire delivery equip- 
ment has been increased in order to send the Graf beverages to the 
trade, and at all times they have kept abreast with modern business 
methods, while they have never deviated in the high standards main- 
tained in the quality of their products. The older generation had con- 
fined the trade to Wisconsin but the present owners decided to build 
up a business in neighboring states and John Graf III went upon the 
road, signing up distributors elsewhere, so that the business grew 
by leaps and bounds. In 1936 it was very evident that the plant on 
Twenty-second Street was not large enough, although they were op- 
erating twenty-four hours a day, so in 1937 the present extensive 
plant on South Forty-first Street was built, giving them greatly in- 
creased facilities. New modern machinery was installed, and Law- 
rence, who had just completed his university course in chemistry, 
designed many new and novel devices which were later patented and 
which have proven of great benefit to the business. There is a 
spacious and attractive office with exterior landscaping laid out ac- 
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cording to Mrs. Graf’s ideas. The company has membership in the 
Association of American Bottlers of Carbonated Beverages and also 
in the Wisconsin Association, and the brothers are well known in 
the trade circles of this section of the country. 

John Graf III has membership in the Elks lodge, the K. of C., the 
Cooperative Club and the Milwaukee Athletic Club, to which his 
brother also belongs, and the latter is likewise a member of the 
Lions Club and of the Wisconsin Club. Almost a century has passed 
since the Graf family was established in Milwaukee, and throughout 
the entire period representatives of the name have figured promi- 
nently in the manufacturing interests and development of the city. 


ARTHUR K. HELLERMANN has engaged in the practice of law in 
Milwaukee since 1931 and at the same time he fully recognizes the 
duties and obligations of citizenship and has proven an important 
factor in promoting many projects of public importance. He was 
born in. Milwaukee County, April 13, 1907, a son of Henry G. and 
Mary (Trimborn) Hellermann, who were also natives of Milwaukee 
County and representatives of families associated with this section 
of the state from the period of its earliest settlement. The great- 
grandfather of Arthur K. Hellermann was born in the town of 
Ollheon, Germany, about ten miles from the city of Cologne, and 
with his people came to the United States about 1845, settling in 
Milwaukee County. His grandmother, Barbara Spiess, was born 
in the town of Oak Creek, Milwaukee County. The log house which 
her father built is still in the possession of the family, it having 
always been kept in a state of good repair, and now covered with 
siding, remains a comfortable and attractive residence to this day. 

John Hellermann, grandfather of him whose name introduces 
this record, was born in Milwaukee County. His son, Henry G. 
Hellermann, was born in the same county on September 22, 1879, 
and he now makes his home in the city of Milwaukee. For three 
years, from 1929 until 1932, he was secretary to Mayor Hoan and 
he is now business manager of the Wisconsin Machine Shop School. 
He wedded Mary Trimborn, a daughter of Peter Trimborn and a 
granddaughter of Andraes Trimborn. Peter Trimborn was a native 
of Milwaukee County, as was his wife, who in her maidenhood was 
Miss Korn, and thus it will be seen that Mr. Hellermann’s grand- 
parents and one of his great-grandparents were natives of Milwaukee 
County, so that from an early day his people have contributed to 
the upbuilding and development of this part of Wisconsin. In the 
family of Mr. and Mrs. Henry G. Hellermann are two sons, the elder 
being Earl A., who is a real estate broker, and builder and property 
manager of Milwaukee. 

Arthur K. Hellermann attended the Albert E. Kagel grade school 
and in 1924 was graduated from the South Division high school at 
the age of seventeen years. He attended night classes at Marquette 
University in 1924-25, and during the day-time worked for the Mil- 
waukee Journal and later for the Milwaukee Leader. From 1926 
until 1928 he studied under the extension division of the University 
of Wisconsin and then enrolled as a law student in the State Uni- 
versity, where he was awarded the Bachelor of Laws degree in 1931. 
He began his professional work in the office of Lenicheck, Boesel & 
Wickham, all very prominent representatives of the bar, the last 
named later going on the Supreme bench. In 1933 he was appointed 
assistant city attorney and so continued until May, 1936, since which 
time he has practiced independently, with a steadily growing clientele. 
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He is yet a young man but has reached a point that many an older 
lawyer might well envy, and those who know him do not hesitate to 
predict for him a constant advancement in his chosen calling. 

Always since reaching years of discretion Mr. Hellermann has 
been an active participant in the public affairs of the city. He was 
appointed a member of the Milwaukee board of tax review and 
served as chairman of the board from 1987 to 1940, inclusive, and 
remained a member thereof until May, 1941. In politics he is con- 
sidered a liberal and was a candidate for nomination for the office 
of civil judge in 1941, while in 1938 he was a candidate for state 
senator on the Progressive ticket, receiving a good vote although he 
did not win the election. He is a member of the President’s commit- 
tee on driving training and a member of the traffic and advisory 
committee of the Milwaukee safety commission and chairman of 
the legislative committee of the Wisconsin Safety Council. In 1938 
he was president of the State Street Parent-Teachers Association 
and in the same year he was president of the Milwaukee Cosmo- 
politan Club, in the work of which he has been quite active. He 
was also at one time a director of the Eagles Business Men’s 
Luncheon Club and belongs to the Toastmasters Club of the Young 
Men’s Christian Association, while his father was at one time a 
vice president of the Wisconsin State Turnverein. He has been 
speaker for the Red Cross, community fund and war fund drives 
and, like the others of the family, has ever been most loyal to all the 
best interests of community, commonwealth and country, possessing 
the same spirit that caused his great-grandparents to rebel against 
the militarism of Germany and come to live in free democratic 
America. 

Mr. Hellermann married Elizabeth Wood, a native of Atlanta, 
Georgia, and a daughter of Colonel Harry P. Wood and Elizabeth F. 
(Jones) Wood, the latter born in Minesville, Pennsylvania. Colonel 
Wood became a professor of electrical engineering in the University 
of Wisconsin and later was a director of the University Extension 
School in Milwaukee. He was formerly a lieutenant colonel in the 
Reserves and is now a director of the training school in the steel 
works in Chicago, where he and his wife are now living. The 
ancestry of the Wood family is traced back to Colonial days and 
three of Mrs. Hellermann’s ancestors were officers in the Revolu- 
tionary War. Mr. and Mrs. Hellermann are the parents of two chil- 
dren: William D., born July 15, 1939; and Thomas A., born June 
9, 1941. 


JAMES LARSEN. The boat building industry of Wisconsin has long 
found a substantial representative in James Larsen, now the presi- 
dent of the Dunphy Boat Company of Oshkosh, which is the oldest 
enterprise of the kind in the United States. Mr. Larsen was born 
in Denmark, in 1869, a son of Peter and Christina Larsen, who were 
lifelong residents of Denmark. Only two of their family came to 
America, James being the first to cross the Atlantic, while his brother 
Louis followed about a year later. 

Settling in New London, Wisconsin, James Larsen was first em- 
ployed in a chair factory and later he was joined by his brother Louis 
in organizing the Larsen Boat Company at Hau Claire, where they 
operated for several years, building small boats. In 1907 James and 
Louis Larsen bought the stock of the Dunphy Boat Manufacturing 
Company at Eau Claire and continued manufacturing there until 
1935, when they moved the company to Oshkosh. Louis retired in 
1937. The Dunphy Boat Manufacturing Company had been estab- 


ome es — 


{ en fos pense det jaiog a Savina ead ioe ‘eh weces & bo 


.irwol. smivawiill off to davbizowd eaw od ta0y saisa off nt Dae 


WO oh dsl atetzam sent ort of eyaoled bag dulQ nosrommd | i a 


ff) ht od lingol eon mood vovs asd Stieewt sdd, to ererio sdf OA baa, 8 
Dy skeorcseitid Athivos bine Ute ote Neo grtaNOD Ginurntos lo aleoyadet teed en 
ivtoue bodor od Ricotudinaty-t601g “id boewes teddy triiqe ome add © a 
niznxdined sext at ovil o} omeo bas eneorid to matiatifin edd 9) 9 


“9a Sble pry zi Si dalevor a 


Os thee att aioils do ia ite Ata i 
ih 


Lia id 


ip 


of otttiond fia ob tit youl odw seodd bre Jeane + pg on 
sudtiga coeds wil oi jaomaoaavbs Ineo & axid Sof doiborg ie By 
Hod fineestplalt 4M voltewelh Yo easy, uditiveot sonie eyewiA | 
wen aft dio ostt YG etinfiu ofidwq odt of Inaiivitieg ovion mE aged 
bas woives eet to Wied coduewhlt alt te yodintacnt a hotnloqaa = 
bas aveepioni OMT oF TS wi mort biased 647 to mactiiads 28 beviee 
“09 Bio ett foc; ak AbOE “wilt Hay loot reda9o & hostkmet 


Sotto OAs NOt Melsatimon ‘10 1 otabihang s baw bag iesedil a betebie 7” i 
athe wo) ofehibass 8 2aw on Beek wi oficw URGE al oybuy Iivia to” es 
ou Pagrus Nis asta Hook 8 Quivieses Joglot) ov pear gord aly no vor simoee a Se Te 
Jinnnos «'tnabhieorl ont Yo voter a el oH moitogls od} siw Jon bib (HG 
roar ds: Dee ric at af ‘to volte. a bra ‘eoieied gnivinh mo 99d 9") 


ty nomivtuiea here cometanno» vetee sodluawitlt add to soliiemos 7 
vier nl dinnnod ylotie mpage oft to settinnmtos ovilglatgel ‘odd 7) 


i 


aoitetoenk  cioroney jawed foole atete odd Yo Jaoblegig caw ‘onl 


fi 
aff lovitow hind rad aud af doltw to wow oat at dal nasiiog 
éneMm veowianii asfeudl of} Yo sotoatih @ omit odo Ja opis kaw G 
2 oiait ono de enw xoddel etd olidve ,mottgioozdA maidanidd ago 
fosd aud eit. .nieweverny |) deine ie soouiW edt to tuobiastg solv 
eerithy hi ‘yt HAW biepm Dalfi ¥ Per rotRLes aot: be ot? tot tolgoge |” 


eorim a | 
teeta. te aviten & hoo W tod asi le boise onal AM Lo eS 
f rides fit« bool’. yaanrt fonoiel) to sidwush es hos gigi Tg 
fexclad .aidatAvenao’ Iiokonikt oi auod settal aelt booW (eenol) 1 
uiieta via Sih it: win eoon Rein iintoofo to voeadtowg # omsved hooW 7 
wolemoetahh viinsowut\) att da. 46Mseub w eow Vote hoe tienooelW to 2 
adi qi loneiey tnciotywull « uisentoo! cow ofl Jseduawll pr looms) 7 
featv “oud ui toons sainiady oft Yo votsoth a won Bt bas aovroRe aa 
ef? wenivdo wen or piiw bi hits od stedw ossoit ni edtow |” 
bas oeoh ivteelbd oF oe ime Woomd el liveat LooW oft Yo vitesona '- 
ved 4 a cio sie bxeatie ansnatollod al to CC: my Serta 
ils ovr Tol etnaiag “weld ¢ Rieti ped 20M boa aM saRW yianoit | nf 
sr aod wR eepiond Pie CUAL Gs Nt ae ih atte 2 ADL 2's 


ae a ik bis i 


Pet a 


¥ 


nae Ba ae! iM 
son oti sMoniat pa cae: io. 088 
going Aid alldvy bt Petes ot te : og 
wig jest sud Hee, a ta ee 7 a tol wh i 

etn) oatotel aid ee joi, ew ad sadied bee oh 

cod Spot fi ie ae vat Ht, Ve Rss.) teal 3 Bats hes ati ‘O- : Mie J 
hie assanl TORE Wt. b vo isa aaibbud att a font Baa a 
QAlisiiseiuiede dao » ot) ‘to Aawte odd deta nl elgad +) 
(tein ovat ust tatbsnch ‘a sa lh bite tate) sah ia a 18 | 

ii betiter elt! decode) oF tiagmios oY boven vot? nedw ie 
Aetes seod’ bed cai gd ‘gqufivivetuaslh Isotl Wann oT 7 y Sel ae 
tl aa 


s 
i) 


PRR MS SRNL aren 


APLAR” RRS REE tg 


EN ee a rm RC TRNAS emg 


eerie Dietitian hia eben ae ea een ae TL I a aS SRR 


BIOGRAPHY 239 


lished in 1854, with a capital of four thousand dollars, and the official 
personnel at that time included C. H. Dunphy as president, James T. 
Joyce, vice president, and A. W. Heis, secretary. The business was 
incorporated in 1907, when the Larsens took over, and has remained 
one of the substantial productive industries of the state. In 1935 
they removed to Oshkosh and utilized the plant of the J. L. Clark 
Manufacturing Company, there remaining until 1939, when they 
came to their present location at Parkway and Broad streets. Here 
they have thoroughly modern equipment and turn out work of the 
highest grade, building all kinds of small boats, including sail boats, 
motorboats and inboard and outboard canoes and row boats. During 
the first World War the Dunphy Boat Company built one hundred 
mine.yawls, twenty-four feet long, for the Government, these being 
shipped to Europe, and now again the company is engaged in war 
work, doing one hundred per cent defense work and employing forty 
men. Mr. Larsen is the president of the company, with his son, 
Vernon EK, Larsen, as vice president and Carlton Foster as secretary- 
treasurer. Their products were sold all over the United States prior 
to the war and the business was based upon qualities which insured a 
continuance of their trade. 

Mr. Larsen married Nora Anderson, of Antigo, Wisconsin, and 
they have a family of six children. The eldest, Melvin J., who spent 
twenty-two months overseas in connection with the first World War, 
again entered his country’s service in the second World War and 
was stationed at Bar Harbor, Maine. While at Bar Harbor he was 
in charge of patrol duty. He is now with war production in Louis- 
ville, Kentucky, holding a commission as captain. He attended and 
was graduated from the Teachers College at Eau Claire, Wisconsin, 
and is the president of the Tank Car Service Company at Eau Claire, 
there leaving a flourishing business to do his part in World War II. 
He is married and has two children. Irma, the eldest daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. James Larsen, is now Mrs. Ray McLaughlin, a resident 
of Kau Claire. Gladys E., a graduate of New York University, is 
now a teacher in the Oshkosh high school. Vernon E., who is a 
graduate of the Teachers College of Eau Claire and is now associated 
with his father as vice president of the Dunphy Boat Company, is 
married and has two children, Sherrill and Barbara. Lucille is the 
widow of Edward Lebenski and has two children, Lo Ann and Jean. 
Lois, who is the youngest child of Mr. and Mrs. James Larsen, is the 
wife of Floyd Hendrickson, of Oshkosh, and they have one child, 
Carol. Not only the eldest son was with the armed forces but Vernon 
EK. also served as a member of the Coast Guard. He is now retired 
from the Coast Guard service. Mr. Larsen has never had occasion to 
regret his determination to try his fortune in the new world, for 
from the time of his arrival he has found profitable employment 
and in the course of the years has advanced to a creditable position 
as an industrialist of his adopted state, now heading a business that 
is bringing him a gratifying return. 


CARLTON H. FOSTER, secretary-treasurer of the Dunphy Boat 
Company of Oshkosh and who is a veteran of the first World War, was 
born August 20, 1898, a son of George H. and Clara (Harwood) 
Foster and a grandson of Carlton Foster, who came to Oshkosh in 
1855 and was the founder of the Eagle Planing Mill, while later he 
organized the firm of Foster & Jones, both enterprises becoming im- 
portant factors in the business development of the city. George H. 
Foster became associated with his father in the operation of the plan- 
ing mill and subsequently was one of those who established and oper- 


wid nn yh a Sinai i ave 
a 
beste ait hii pe he sinc 403 ta coal 
S wera ln ares te eaten ACD habirlowt oer: ee ti ay 
aw deat ae “Ngpeatanta ele OW CA beta tatebieeeng: oy 
batmumer axthan “cave woe} srdwtat odd aodwe SOGE Ai se 
avOt wl ab ae gat ¥O agitunhal ovitseborg: Iaitendedise oft ‘Jo"'eae Ae 
HuaD of ae YO Honte ol bastlitn Hae ddoddeO: of beverage?” a 
vee: Wa Bes roe ROL tithe: acirehartiys ord  yanqenadD witwhstoraM 
so alsoste hae) bese viewdiet ts aotavel taeestg tied? oF: ont 
or b> aww $8O Gril bigs Heseenr i pe weobont Yldguotod? avait 
Aad LR geibitiond imod fine te ghatd Keo gniblind ebirrg 
esiinyt! ened vor bie aoocu bigodsue bare bieodit bite etaodrojom © 
heretiestl atte: dite VERT: ) {aud poker set ont an HlioW decik oft 
pitied seed PHAM IO TO 4) ott 46% yitol joot 1wol-vingws alway, ontira ) 
lo fi bowen a wisanioy odturisya wor bas Sqounl of beqqide > 
pide QAINO ligt hau xe Seite Jays wa bothoand sie gitioh ahah Ags 
o# gigl ‘itiw yvares onli de doebieesq off al ooetal aM Arges! 
persia qe uP 4adeo’ A gotive’) bes. daobhesrdg oviv aa reed \& won 
oy BOA havin J ody povo thx biek ovow atouborg tion T “wenteedy's 
ng beers ti Htiskek aes) abl ifiup ieee de jomed “nw svaniaud edt Dek taw ont or BAA 
ebatt tient To SOTAUTETOS Wy, View 
hive wwignoost WW jowlia A te Tomei syoV beitiem meetal AH: ie, oh, 
jitugu ow 1. Gliviol Mabie oA't cothliny vie Jo-ylimalt-« sved uel 
Mee fine VO deat of) adiwe roid HOMO Hh agerrsvo adsnord owscintowd’ / 
ban tek bis’? pads odd of votyiee x'ystavoo sid horatae ae oo 
eee tet mio sah te ain joer Wi aedyzH vet Je. honwitate Baw 
iyouk crt iad fagalies ‘Uf sakes nti Wot at -oFf eb fort iad to syinits hy a 
bra fotinalty kb «iateas ea UV RCLESTEOD & aitiblon \yaxontuoA alte? 
tease. sein sgt 3 owollo) pxonoeeT ot onott baiaubery enw 
iol ced is negmod svivistreD Wek odd To lnobiegtg off} ei bina. 
i AM Liao Ve ni on P| gil oh ob axomctenl geeteinwoll aogatveal viond 
to seuigual duels sd oatst swore: om} sad bes batvtam eboH - 
sSoshieo ¢ tees to cast 2 ator et assed asetet 2M bre aM 
al wns “uh Hoe wank tb. alwtibend i aybaly) ial® well “to 
i ot arty a note Jourtae. Gag daowduO odt nit wedliged # worn!” 
habsisoves Wath a brs sist) wit to wast weadoseT of? to staubarg’” 
ef Vanco ban off yh of} hy toshtipetg solv ga nodded cif iitiw © us 
sft} et shi pol SB Gti bik {fi- t ate eathitas everd aise bina besa co ; ns 
tne, Brea trek oh aol ove cod baw feosded brawbal to wobiwi< | J). 
eh ape cits gaint 2M Bas . 114 lo blids taogenoy oft ef ofvejetote 
plitty: usta oven wert Das ieogte) to moxdoitbaod bua Yo stiwe))) fw 
Homa sue pretty bosiine alt ay saw iow Jaoble orld ino ton foray) BA ig 
part: Ht wou et BH bah). dagad oft by todawern £ ae hevise cule Pe eee Cw te 
ads mtg! asian ys MOVIN t Pi poreettit iia iotivrse basal tu809 oft most 


tal 
a 4 


Od 1g sso? yAt Saat adie wast spe : atch 

asi Wy “sigue hha teal ait Yo on 4 af onfy at dane 
(bearers): MID bots J ousoeed Yo. ne. 2 ge der ok ino Ne 
id daeghiat? of Omen oder ooleot nollie to, sovbaare na how’ 
+ Pra stig JDM ere. ye iw to. Prin aha tea baw 


240 . WISCONSIN 


ated the Foster-Lothman Mills, continuing active in the affairs of the 
latter concern until his death, which occurred in 1915. His wife, who 
survived him until 1919, was the daughter of John Harwood, who 
came to Oshkosh in 1866. 

Carlton H. I’oster is thus descended from two of the old and well 
known families of Oshkosh, where he has spent practically his entire 
life. At the usual age he entered the public schools, passing through 
consecutive grades to his graduation from high school, after which he 
enrolled as a student in the University of Chicago, but the country 
entered the first World War in 1917 and in that year he enlisted as a 
private at Milwaukee. He went to France with the Tenth United 
States Engineers and was on active duty until 1919, when he received 
his discharge as a sergeant. 

Following his return Mr. Foster attended the University of Wis- 
consin and on leaving that institution returned to Oshkosh but only 
for a short time, as he spent the following year in travel, visiting 
Alaska and many other points of interest on the American continent. 
Soon after his return he was married and in the following year, 1922, 
he was given charge of the operations of the J. L. Clark Manufactur- 
ing Company, as treasurer of that company, and he was also the vice 
president of the Foster-Lothman Mills. He became identified with 
various other business concerns, all of which profited by his co-oper- 
ation as the result of his enterprise and keen insight into business 
conditions and opportunities. He was made the vice president of the 
B D Chevrolet Company, the vice president of the Oshkosh Realty 
Corporation, a director of the Oshkosh Mill Work Company, also of 
the Fire & Marine Insurance Company of Chicago and of the First 
National Bank of Oshkosh.. The call of duty has ever been a demand 
for the best service he could render and his loyalty to any cause he 
espouses is one of his outstanding characteristics. He is a member of 
the American Legion, the Oshkosh Yacht Club, the Country Club of 
Oshkosh and the Memorial Union of Madison. In Masonry he has 
attained the thirty-second degree in the Scottish Rite and is a Shriner. 
He also belongs to the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and 
his interest in civic affairs is shown in his activity in the Oshkosh 
Chamber of Commerce, of which he has served as president. 

It was on the 12th of November, 1921, that Mr. Foster married 
Marion R. Miller, a daughter of Townsend and Kathryn (Dinsmore) 
Miller. They have had a family of three children, but Carlton H. Jr. 
died at the age of three months. The two daughters are: Marion 
Kathryn and Sybil Ann. 


HON. JOSEPH VERY QUARLES JR. The student of history must 
carry his investigations back more than a century to the year 1838 
to learn of the earliest connection of the Quarles family with the 
history of Wisconsin and back to the year 1644 to know of the estab- 
lishment of the ancestral line in America by those who were formerly 
residents and natives of England. The grandfather of Judge Quarles 
was Samuel Quarles, who married Lydia Very, and their son, Jo- 
seph Very Quarles, was born in Ossippee, New Hampshire, in 1800, 
his life record covering the intervening years to 1873, when death 
called him. He married Caroline Bullen, a daughter of General John 
and Caroline Bullen, who was born in Hannibal, New York, in 1803, 
and survived her husband until 1878. General John Bullen was head 
of the New York Immigration Company, but in 1836 moved to 
Southport, now Kenosha, Wisconsin, where he took an active part 
in the pioneer development of that section of the state. In 1838 he 
led the early settlers to the land sale in Milwaukee, where they pro- 
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tected their rights against the speculators who sought to dispossess 
them of the land which they had improved. Armed with hickory 
sticks as their only weapons, they stood their ground and each one of 
the settlers secured the land which he had developed as a “squatter.” 

It was two years after the arrival of General Bullen in Southport 
that Joseph V. Quarles Sr. cast in his lot with the early residents 
there and later he undertook wagon manufacturing as a member of 
the firm of Mitchell & Quarles, carrying on the business until 1858. 
Since the time of his arrival in Wisconsin the Quarles family in suc- 
cessive generations has borne an important part in the steady devel- 
opment and progress of the state. 

His son, Joseph V. Quarles Jr., born December 16, 1843, pur- 
sued his’ education in the public schools of Kenosha until graduated 
from high school in 1861 and then took up the profession of teach- 
ing, while in 1862 he enrolled as a student in the University of Mich- 
igan, there continuing his studies until May, 1864, when he felt his 
first duty was to his country and he became one of the “boys in blue” 
of Company C, Thirty-ninth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, of which 
he was elected first lieutenant. The regiment was organized at Camp 
Washburn, Milwaukee, for one hundred days’ service and left Wis- 
consin June 13, reaching Memphis, Tennessee, four days later, being 
there assigned to the Third Brigade, commanded by Colonel But- 
trick. Guard and picket duty commanded the efforts of Judge Quarles 
until his term of service expired and he was honorably discharged 
in Milwaukee, September 22, 1864. He then resumed his studies 
in the University of Michigan and was graduated in 1866 with the 
Bachelor of Arts degree. 'This constituted the foundation upon which 
he built the superstructure of his professional knowledge. ‘Taking up 
the study of law, he passed the required bar examination in 1868 
and at once opened an office in Kenosha with an old practitioner, 
O. S. Head. Later he practiced as a partner with his brother, 
Charles Quarles, who is mentioned elsewhere in this publication. 
In 1882 he moved to Racine and became the senior partner in the 
firm of Quarles & Winslow, the junior partner being John B. Wins- 
low, later chief justice of the Wisconsin Supreme Court. When 
Judge Winslow was called to the Circuit Court bench Mr. Quarles 
was joined by Thomas W. Spence of ond du Lac, under the firm 
style of Quarles & Spence. In 1888 they removed from Racine to 
Milwaukee where they were joined by Charles Quarles, the firm 
name of Quarles, Spence & Quarles being then adopted. Judge 
Quarles continued actively in law practice until 1899, when he was 
elected to the United States Senate. He served in Washington for 
one term and soon after his retirement from the national halls of 
legislation in 1905 he was appointed by President Theodore Roosevelt 
to the oflice of judge of the United States Court for the eastern dis- 
trict of Wisconsin. He made a most creditable record upon the bench, 
for back of his judicial service was almost forty years of broad 
experience in the practice of law. His was a naturally logical mind, 
and at all times he held to the highest professional standards, wisely 
tempering justice with mercy, yet at all times fully sustaining the 
dignity and honor of the law. 

On September 25, 1868, Judge Quarles married Miss Caroline A. 
Saunders, of Lawrence, Kansas, and they had a family of three sons. 
The eldest, William C., born January 3, 1870, was graduated from 
the University of Michigan in 1892, studied law in his father’s office 
and was admitted to the bar in 1894, after which he specialized in 
tax and corporation law practice. He was also a director of many 
large industrial firms. On October 25, 1903, he married Louise 
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Stockton, of Chicago, and he died April 17, 1989. The youngest son, 
Kdward L., was long connected with the Standard Oil Company of 
America and was its representative in Germany for a number of 
years. He died in Hamburg, Germany, in 1941, and left a son, Ed- 
ward H. Quarles. The other son, Joseph Very III, is mentioned 
elsewhere in this publication. 

Judge Joseph V. Quarles was to his many friends a most genial 
and companionable gentleman, all recognizing that he possessed 
many sterling qualities of character in addition to his marked men- 
tal capabilities displayed in his professional career. He belonged to 
the Grand Army of the Republic, the Loyal Legion, the Milwaukee 
Club and the Old Settlers Club. 


JOSEPH VERY QUARLES III, a Milwaukee attorney, is practicing 
as the senior partner in the firm of Quarles, Spence & Quarles, one 
of the best known and most prominent firms of Wisconsin. His an- 
cestral line is traced back to England and since 1644 has been rep- 
resented in America. His father, Joseph Very Quarles Jr., was a 
distinguished lawyer and judge of this state for many years and his 
life story is given on preceding pages. 

Joseph V. Quarles III was born in Kenosha, Wisconsin, Septem- 
ber 8, 1874, and after his graduation from the East Side high school 
of Milwaukee as a member of the class of 1892 he matriculated at 
the University of Michigan, where he won the Bachelor of Philos- 
ophy degree in 1896. He then began the study of law under the di- 
rection of his father, Judge Quarles, and after broad preliminary 
reading passed the required bar examination and was admitted to 
practice in the Wisconsin courts in 1899, after which he became 
associated with the law firm of Quarles, Spence & Quarles, of which 
his father was then the senior partner. Since then litigated interests 
have largely occupied his time and attention, and he has specialized 
largely in equity cases involving the construction of the laws. He 
has made a noteworthy record before the Supreme Court in his 
analysis of different questions of legal construction. He has been 
highly successful in his practice before the United States Supreme 
Court in more recent years and ranks with Wisconsin’s outstanding 
members of the bar. In addition to his professional activity he is well 
known in business circles as a director of several large corporations. 

During the first World War Mr. Quarles served with the Fifty- 
first Training Battery of the field artillery of the United States Army 
in 1918, after having previously been in charge of food control in 
Milwaukee County in 1917-18. His cooperation is a tangible factor 
in many progressive public projects, and from 1928 until 1936 he 
was president of the board of trustees of the village of Chenequa 
which he organized in 1927, and he was likewise a director of the 
Milwaukee Country Day School. 

On the 6th of September, 1900, Mr. Quarles married Ethel J. 
Grant, who was born and reared in Kenosha, a daughter of Emory 
L. and Mary T. (Thomas) Grant and a descendant in the paternal 
line of Matthew Grant, who was a native cf Scotland, and became 
the founder of the family in the new world. Her grandfather, Levi 
Grant, became a resident of Kenosha, Wisconsin, in 1836, after 
which he did much to shape the development and promote the prog- 
ress of city and state. He built the old Grant House, one of the early 
hostelries of Kenosha, and he was the founder of the Kenosha Lum- 
ber Company. He also served as a member of Wisconsin’s first Leg- 
islature. Like her forebears Mrs. Quarles is interested in many public 
projects and is active in civic and club life. She holds membership 
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in the Woman’s Club and belongs to the Daughters of the American 
Revolution and to the Society of Colonial Dames. Mr. and Mrs. 
Quarles have one son, Joseph Very Quarles 1V, who was born in 
Milwaukee in 1908. He attended the Milwaukee Country Day School 
and the Hotchkiss School and was graduated from Princeton Uni- 
versity in 1929 with the Bachelor of Arts degree. He next attended 
the Harvard School of Business. He is now in Summit, New Jersey, 
as assistant manager of the eastern division of the Simmons Com- 
pany. He wedded Mary Fronheiser, of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 
who is a graduate of Vassar College. She is a granddaughter of Jus- 
tice Haymaker of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court. Mr. and Mrs. 
Quarles have two children, Joseph Very V, ten years of age, and 
Julia Grant, aged nine. Hunting, fishing and yacht racing are his 
favorite outdoor sports and he is counsel for the Inland Lakes 
Yachting Association. He also has membership in the Izaak Walton 
League, of which he was the president, and in Cudworth American 
Legion Post. He has membership in the Milwaukee Order of the 
Loyal Legion, belongs to Psi Upsilon and was president of the 
fraternity’s association for Wisconsin. His membership connections 
likewise include the Milwaukee Club, the Pine Lake Yacht Club 
(of which he was commodore for five years), the University Club 
(of which he was president), the City Club and Chenequa Country 
sre His political allegiance has always been given the Republican 
party. 


HERMAN DARREL WHITE, secretary and treasurer of the White 
Machine Works of Eau Claire, in charge of production of the 
factory operations, is a native son of Wisconsin, having been born 
October 29, 1894. His ancestors came here from England, Scotland 
and Denmark. His parents were Henry De Witt and Anna Mar- 
guerite (Fredrickson) White. In the family were three sons and 
five daughters, all of whom are living, residing in Chicago, Fort 
Smith, Arkansas, and in Wisconsin. His father was .born at Big 
Springs, Wisconsin, and moved with his family to Necedah, Wis- 
consin, in 1866. ; 

In the acquirement of his education Herman D. White attended 
the high school of Necedah, Wisconsin. In 1921 he became asso- 
ciated with the White Machine Works, which had been established 
and incorporated by his uncle, Albert E. White. The latter re- 
mained at the head of the enterprise until his death in 1925. Char- 
tered originally on November 2, 1911, as a manufacturer of saw 
mill tools, the concern gradually shifted into the manufacture of 
auto parts and accessories which are marketed through wholesale 
branches under the name of the White Bros. Auto Supply Company. 
This company is a Wisconsin corporation of which Herman D. 
White is secretary-treasurer and Henry A. White is president. In 
1931 the White Machine Works, Inc., acquired the Mound City 
Manufacturing Company, which was consolidated with the parent 
corporation. Again, in 1940, the White Machine Works bought 
out the merchandise of the defunct Arrowhead Steel Products Com- 
pany. Early in 1944 the White Bros. Auto Supply Company was 
sold, although ownership of the building is retained by the corpora- 
tion. At the same time they purchased controlling stock in the 
Gillete and Eaton Machine Company at Lake City, Minnesota, and 
now operate that business. 

The company manufactures and wholesales cylinder sleeves, 
piston rings and other automotive replacement parts and accessories 
which constitute about seventy-five percent of the total volume. The 
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remaining twenty-five percent is represented by lawnmowers, saw 
mill tools and general foundry production. Distribution is nation- | 
wide, having achieved a reputation for quality and service. The'| 
company occupies its own building in Eau Claire and maintains | 
warehouses in twenty-four principal cities of the United States. | 
Management is capable, volume is good, obligations are prompt and | 
discounted, finances are ample, so that the White Machine Works is| 
well equipped with the latest improved machinery for the effidient'| 
production of its products, being one of the important industries in | 
the city and state. 

Herman D. White is civic minded, patriotic and highly respected. 
There are few men in any community who display as marked public | 
spirit as Mr. White. He has always been keenly interested in the 
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common welfare and has long put forth earnest and effective effort | 


for the promotion and development of the city, county, state and) 


nation. In addition to his interests in the White Machine Works | 
he is.a director of the Northern Wisconsin District Fair, county | 


chairman of the committee for economic development, director of 


the Luther Hospital, a past president of the Eau Claire Chamber | 


of Commerce, member of the area labor-management committee of | 
War Manpower Commission and secretary of the Sixth district | 


appeal board of Selective Service. He has served as town clerk, 
but prefers to render public service as a private citizen rather than 
an officeholder. He belongs to the Rotary Club and is both a Mason 


and an Elk, having taken the Royal Arch, Consistory, and Shrine> 


degrees in the former and acted as chairman of the board of trustees 


of the latter. His religious faith is indicated in his membership in | 


the Methodist church. 


On the 16th of June, 1920, Mr. White married Frieda Mary | 
Stehle, a daughter of Joseph and Mary Stehle, who has two sisters 
and a brother living, while two brothers have passed from this | 
life. Prior to her marriage Mrs. White was engaged in school . 
teaching. The children of Mr. and Mrs. Herman D. White are four | 


in number: Herbert Donald, chemical engineer, who married La- , 
Verne Kaye; Anna Marie, who completed her education in the State | 


Teachers College; Alice Eileen, a graduate of the University of | 


Wisconsin; and William Arthur, who is now in high school. 


EDWIN CARL POMMERENING, a Milwaukee lawyer, a certified public 
accountant and tax consultant, who has gained wide recognition for 
his efficiency in his particular field, was born on a farm in the Town 
of Black Wolf, Winnebago County, not far from Oshkosh, November 
12, 1892. His father, August Pommerening, was born at Greenwald, 
Pomerania, Germany, November 24, 1848, and came to the United 
States in 1866, when a youth of eighteen years. He became a farmer 
of Winnebago County and made a place for himself among its sub- 
stantial citizens, developing his land into a fine farm, on which he also 
kept a good dairy herd. He was prominent in local affairs and was 
one of the founders and leaders of St. John’s Lutheran Church. He 
married Johanna Laude, who was also a native of Greenwald, Pomera- 
nia, her family being members of the German colony that settled 
in the town of Black Wolf, Winnebago County, in 1864. She was born 
May 5, 1851, and died May 2, 1928, while her husband, August Pom- 
merening, passed away March 13, 1927. 

Edwin C, Pommerening began his education in the Lutheran paro- 
chial schools and afterward studied agriculture at the University of 
Wisconsin. He early became familiar with all the tasks and duties 
incident to the cultivation of the soil and he remained upon the home 
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farm until 1920. During that time he was active in local civic affairs 
and served as president of the Winnebago County Equity Society and 
also for two years was president of the Wisconsin State Union of 
the American Society of Equity, an organization of Wisconsin Farm- 
ers, then numbering over forty thousand. He has long been interested 
in the problems of agriculture, and while many years have passed 
since he resided on the farm, he still operates the Golden Sheaf Farm, 
a 200-acre farm, which was his boyhood home, and at all times does 
everything he can to promote agricultural development and progress 
in this section of the state. 

While on the farm Mr. Pommerening began the study of account- 
ancy and also took up the study of law. In 1920 he came to Milwaukee 
and while here continuing his law studies worked as a salesman for 
a wholesale oil company, selling lubricants to large industrial plants. 
He began working as an accountant in 1924, and on the Ist of June, 
1925, organized the Industrial Service Company, public accountants, 
auditors and tax consultants. In 1926 he was licensed as a Certified 
Public Accountant and is now head of the firm of EK. C. Pommerening 
& Company, doing business as certified public accountants. He began 
the study of law as an aid to his accounting, was admitted to the bar 
in 1927 and is engaged in general corporation practice. Mr. Pom- 
merening is acknowledged an authority on tax matters, both from the 
accounting and the legal standpoints, and he has a large clientele 
among lawyers and accountants in all the principal cities and larger 
towns of eastern Wisconsin as a tax consultant. He is a member of 
various legal and accounting societies and has often taken a forward 
step along the lines of his chosen professions until he has outdistanced 
many who started out ahead of him in those fields. 

In 1928 Mr. Pommerening established and is president of the 
Evergreen Nurseries, Inc., with offices in Milwaukee, and his growing 
plants and other nursery stock which.he is propagating are at West 
Silver Springs Road on highway 41, near Milwaukee, and he also 
has another place for growing stock near Oshkosh, both fully and 
completely equipped and selling to the retail trade. Notwithstanding 
he has extensive and important business and professional interests 
Mr. Pommerening can always find time for religious activities, being 
a member of Mount Olive Lutheran Church, active in its Men’s Club 
and a former president of the South Wisconsin District Lutheran 
Laymen’s League. He is also interested in other branches of the 
church work. 

In September, 1925, Mr. Pommerening was married in Milwaukee 
to Miss Emily Schink, who was born in Austria but was only four 
years of age when her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Ludwig Schink, came 
to Milwaukee, where her father followed the baker’s trade, which he 
had learned in his native land. Mr. and Mrs. Pommerening have 
become parents of two sons and two daughters: Glen, Doris, Ruth 
and Edwin. 


IRVING P. MEHIGAN, lawyer and lawmaker, having for a decade 
served as a member of the State Senate, while at the present time 
he is actively engaged in law practice in Milwaukee as a membr of 
the firm of Burns & Mehigan, has been a life long resident of Wis- 
consin’s metropolis. He was born January 15, 1901, a son of Michael 
and Catherine (Crowley) Mehigan, both of whom were natives of 
Ireland. Coming to the United States in early life, they were mar- 
ried in Milwaukee and both are now deceased. They had a family of 
four sons, of whom the second eldest, Dr. David Mehigan, died in 
1943. He studied medicine in Marquette University, there winning 
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his M. D. degree, after which he practiced in Milwaukee until his 
death. The son Rev. Francis J. Mehigan was ordained to the 
priesthood on completing a course of study at St. Francis Seminary, 
and for a time was assistant pastor of St. Bernard’s Catholic Church 
at Wauwatosa, while at the present writing (1944) he is pastor of 
St. Paul’s Church in Evansville, Indiana. Joseph P. Mehigan is now 
in the real estate business. 

The youngest of the four brothers is Irving P. Mehigan, who 
after pursuing his early education in grade schools of Milwaukee and 
the Marquette high school, took a six years’ course in Marquette 
University, concluding with the regular law course, which brought 
him the Bachelor of Laws degree in 1923. He then began practicing 
in his home city, and was thus actively engaged until 1924, when 
he was elected to fill a vacancy in the State Senate. His course as a 
lawmaker won him public endorsement in his election for the regu- 
lar term in 1926, and again in 1930, so that his active identification 
with the upper house of the State Legislature covered an entire 
decade. His record was at all times a commendable one. The out- 
standing questions which were introduced into the Senate were 
closely and thoughtfully studied by him and his endorsement of a 
measure was the expression of his earnest belief in its value to the 
commonwealth, nor did he hesitate to oppose with equal strength 
and persistence any measure which he believed would prove inimical 
to the public welfare. He was appointed to act on a number of the 
more important committees of the Senate, serving on the committee 
on city and county consolidation, on the aeronautics committee and the 
committee on courts, being chairman of some of the most important 
and powerful committees in the Senate. For the past ten years Mr. 
Mehigan has been a member of the law firm of Burns & Mehigan, 
which has an extensive clientele, and his name appears in connec- 
tion with much important legal work. He is a clear thinker, reasons 
definitely and logically and is well versed in all branches of the law, 
but is giving his attention mainly to insurance and probate law. He 
has membership in the Milwaukee Bar Association, the Wisconsin 
State Bar Association and the American Bar Association. 

Mr. Mehigan married Katherine Kelly, a native of Green Bay, 
Wisconsin, although she was reared and educated in Milwaukee. She 
is a daughter of Daniel Kelly. Her father, who was the general 
superintendent of the Milwaukee Road, died in 1938. Mr. and Mrs. 
Mehigan are the parents of two children, Kathleen Mary and Sheila 
Ann, aged eight and three years. Mr. Mehigan is a member of the 
Catholic church and belongs to a local council of the Knights of 
Columbus. Appreciative of the social amenities of life, he has mem- 
bership in the Milwaukee Athletic Club and in the Blue Mound 
Country Club. He is also a member of the Sigma Nu (legal) and the 
Theta Nu Epsilon fraternities. His hobbies are golf, baseball and 
football, in which he has participated for many years. 


JOHN BEERNTSEN from 1909 until his death, more than a 
third of a century later, was a well known and esteemed resident of 
Oshkosh. He was numbered among the representative merchants of 
the city, where he conducted a confectionery store and engaged in 
candy manufacturing. He was born in Green Bay, Wisconsin, August 
22, 1886, a son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Beerntsen. The father was 
born in Amsterdam, Holland, and on coming to the United States 
settled in Green Bay, where he conducted a retail grocery business. 
Both he and his wife are now deceased. They had a family of eleven 
children, of whom John was the third in order of birth, and those who 
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still survive are Anthony, Henry and Theodore, all residents of Green 
_ Bay; Joseph, living in Manitowoc and two sisters, Mrs. Grace Ray- 
maker and Mrs. Anna Thompson, who are living in Green Bay. One 
sister, Mrs. Nettie Gevaert, of Green Bay, died in 1944. 

During his youthful days John Beerntsen attended the parochial 
schools and the high school of Green Bay and on completing his 
studies began learning the trade of candy making in the employ of 
the Brenner Candy Company. Later he worked for the Annison Bis- 
cuit Company of Green Bay until 1909, when he came to Oshkosh. 
For ten years he worked for the Wickert Food Company, during 
which time he carefully saved his earnings until his industry and 
economy had brought him sufficient capital to enable him to start in 
business‘on his own account. He began manufacturing candy and 
gave his attention to that line of business throughout his remaining 
days. Success attended the new enterprise and in 1931 he built the 
very fine store, with living quarters on the second floor, at the corner 
of Twelfth and Oregon streets. There he conducted a well appointed 
and attractive confectionery store, also engaged in candy manufactur- 
ing and served light lunches. The interior of the store was well dec- 
orated according to the most modern standards and the place became 
very popular with the public. All of the candy sold was manufac- 
tured in their own kitchens and the excellent quality insured him a 
goodly patronage. Mr. Beerntsen also owned a farm, to which he 
gave his personal supervision, and it was while he was engaged in 
early planting on his farm that he suffered a heart attack and died 
May 14, 1943. 

On the 10th of October, 1911, two years after coming to Oshkosh, 
Mr. Beerntsen had married Clara Bingen, a daughter of Nicholas and 
Anna (Thamm) Bingen, both of whom were born in Bingen on the 
Rhine in Germany. Her mother was brought to America when four 
years of age by her father, Robert Thamm, who settled in Oshkosh 
and followed shoemaking, which ‘he had learned in his native land. 
Mr. and Mrs. Beerntsen became parents of a son and a daughter: 
Ralph, who was born November 13, 1912, and who married Bernice - 
Kleinschmidt, of Oshkosh; and Florence, who was born July 11, 1914, 
and is the wife of Harry Ploetz, of Oshkosh, and the mother of two 
children, Stephen and Joan. Mrs. Beerntsen discontinued the candy 
making and confectionery store September 11, 1944, and rented that 
part of the building to the Oaks Candy Company. 

Mr. Beerntsen was a member of St. Vincent’s Catholic Church and 
belonged to Oshkosh Aerie No. 267 of the Fraternal Order of Eagles 
and to the South Side Business Men’s Association—connections that 
indicated much of the nature of his interests and the rules that gov- 
erned his conduct. He made for himself an enviable position in the 
commercial circles of Winnebago County and was a substantial citizen 
whose sterling worth was widely recognized. 


ROBERT BORDEN ELLS. In the years of his active connection with 
the bar of Milwaukee, dating from 1924, Robert Borden Ells has 
made continuous progress that has brought him to a most creditable 
position in professional circles and is now well known through his 
work as counselor and advocate, engaging in general civil law work 
and corporation practice. Born in Rockford, Illinois, December 18, 
1899, he is a son of Dr. Benjamin F. and Marion E. (Ely) Ells. The 
father, who was a graduate of Northwestern University, was a prac- 
ticing dentist of Rockford for a number of years but is now deceased. 
He was descended from a Nova Scotia family that removed to Wis- 
consin and thence went to Illinois. Through the maternal line Rob- 
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ert B. Ells is descended from Revolutionary War ancestry, the line 
being traced back through Oliver E. Ely, Holbrook, Nathaniel Moul- 
ton and Jonathan Moulton, of New Hampshire, the last named being 
one of the heroes of the War for Independence. 

Pursuing his early education in the schools of his native city, 
Robert B. Ells there completed the high school course and subse- 
quently entered the University of Wisconsin as a law student, win- 
ning his LL.B. degree at his graduation with the class of 1924. Dur- 
ing his college course he became a member of Phi Alpha Delta and 
the Scabbard and Blade and received military training as a lieuten- 
ant in the Student Army Training Corps, which is the basis of his 
present membership in Cudworth Post of the American Legion. Fol- 
lowing the completion of his law course Mr. Ells began practicing 
in Milwaukee, giving his attention to general civil law, particularly 
in connection with corporation law until 1939, when he became the 
secretary and legal counsel for Rex-o-Graph, Inc., manufacturers of 
duplicating equipment in Milwaukee. 

Mr. Ells’ chief interest outside of professional circles is in music. 
He is the organist in Christ Episcopal Church at Whitefish Bay. 
His has been a stimulating influence toward the development of a 
cultural appreciation of music in this community, while his love of 
the art brings him enjoyment in many a leisure hour. Another 
activity of Mr. Ells concerns his service as a member of the board 
of managers of the Wisconsin Chapter of the Sons of the American 
Revolution. 

Mr. Ells married Miss Helen H. Brown, who was born in Plym- 
outh, Massachusetts, and was educated in Carroll College of Wau- 
kesha, Wisconsin. She was formerly assistant treasurer of Morris 
F. Fox & Company, handling bonds and investments in Milwaukee. 


RICKARD H. LAURITZEN, a lawyer now engaged in practice in 
Milwaukee as a member of the law firm of Sullivan & Lauritzen, with 
offices at 411 East Mason Street, was born in Eau Claire in 1907, a 

son of A. F. T. and Jennie (Jensen) Lauritzen, both of whom are 
“natives of Denmark. When young people they came to the United 
States and met and were married in Wisconsin. They still make their 
home in Eau Claire, where the father is engaged in the florist busi- 
ness. In their family are two daughters, Verna Lauritzen, who is 
now connected with the department of public welfare of the State 
of Wisconsin, and Ellen Lauritzen Welch, now living in Chicago, 
where she is personnel director of the Dr. Scholl Manufacturing 
Company. 

Rickard H. Lauritzen, the only son of the family, after complet- 
ing his preliminary education became a student in the University 
of Wisconsin, and supplemented his academic course by the study 
of law, receiving the LL.B. degree as a member of the class of 1930. 
During his college days he became a member of Theta Delta Chi 
and Phi Delta Phi fraternities. From 19380 to 1985 he was engaged 
in the practice of law at Madison, in association with James J. 
McDonald and the firm of Schubring, Ryan and Petersen. Going 
to Washington, D.C., he served as attorney for the United States 
Securities and Exchange Commission until 1939, when he returned 
to Wisconsin and became assistant attorney general of the state at 
Madison, occupying that position from 1939 until 1943. In Septem- 
ber, 1943, he came to Milwaukee, where he entered into partnership 
with Willis G. Sullivan, forming the firm of Sullivan & Lauritzen. 
They are engaged in general and corporate practice. 
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Mr. Lauritzen married Miss Sara Landefeld, a native’ of Monon- 
gahela, Pennsylvania, and a daughter of Charles and Sara (Hamil- 
ton) Landefeld, who are still residents of Monongahela, where her 
father is engaged in business as a retail merchant. Mr. and Mrs. 
Lauritzen have one son, Andrew Rickard, two years of age. Mr. 
Lauritzen is a member of the Madison Club and the Milwaukee Uni- 
versity Club, while along professional lines he is connected with the 
Milwaukee County Bar Association, the Wisconsin State Bar Asso- 
ciation and the American Bar Association. 


ANTON J. LUKASZEWICZ, of Milwaukee, is the United States 
marshal for the eastern district of Wisconsin and prior to taking 
up the duties of this position he had faithfully and capably served 
in other offices of city and county. He had also made for himself 
a favorable place in the business life of the city and is today the 
owner and president of the Royal Baking Company, the control of 
which he is now largely leaving to his son and daughter. 

Mr. Lukaszewicz was born December 7, 1880, in the city which 
is still his home, his parents being Joseph and Catherine (Zerza- 
kowski) Lukaszewicz, both of whom were natives of Poland. The 
father, who was born about 1828, died in Milwaukee in 1885, after 
having worked in a tannery here for many years. Later he estab- 
lished the bakery business of which A. J. Lukaszewicz is now the 
president, and the business has been carried on at the same location, 
2362 South Ninth Street, for fifty-one years. His mother had come 
to the United States when a young girl of sixteen years, but her 
parents spent their entire lives in Poland. Mrs. Lukaszewicz made 
the trip on a sailing ship which was seventeen weeks on the voyage. 
By her marriage she became the mother of two children, the daughter 
being Mrs. Joseph Klapinski, of Milwaukee. 

A. J. Lukaszewicz had but little opportunity to attend school but 
mastered the work of the grades and also attended evening school 
for a time. When a young boy he began working with his father 
in the bakery and thoroughly learned the business in which he has 
since continued. He has managed his bakery in a most competent 
manner, with due regard to sanitation and quality, and that his 
methods are practical and resultant, bringing him a large trade, 
is indicated in the fact that the bakery has continued in the same 
location for over five decades, its patrons continuing to come, no 
matter how the residential section of the city has changed. Mr. 
Lukaszewicz has taken a prominent part in the Wisconsin State 
Bakers’ organization, and was formerly chairman of the legislative 
committee of that body for nine years. He has always endeavored 
to maintain the highest order of service to the public, and the 
attractive appearance of his bakery is expressive also of the excel- 
lence of his products. 

Mr. Lukaszewicz has always given his political allegiance to the 
Democratic party and has long been an active worker in its ranks. 
He has exercised a marked influence over public thought and action, 
especially among those of Polish descent who reside in Milwaukee, 
and he was chosen to serve as alderman from the Fourteenth ward. 
He also filled the position of county supervisor, and he was recom- 
mended for his present position by United States Senator F. Ryan 
Duffy, who is now judge of the United States District Court. The 
recommendation was approved by the United States Senate and the 
appointment came from President F. D. Roosevelt on May 15, 1934, 
since which time he has been reappointed twice—in 1938 and again 
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in 1942, so that his present term will continue until 1946. He served 
as a director of the Lincoln State Bank fourteen years. 

Mr. Lukaszewicz has long been interested in community affairs 
and is often called upon to speak in behalf of or to sponsor projects 
of value to the district. His leadership in Polish circles is disputed 
by no one, and he always advocates measures of uplift and benefit. 
He has been a member of St. Joseph’s Basilica for fifty years and 
he is active in the Knights of Columbus and the Catholic Order of 
Foresters. He also belongs to the Century Club and the Milwaukee 
Club and he is a member of the Society of United States Marshals 
and Deputies. His chief interest, however, considering all the organi- 
zations with which he is connected, is the church, for he believes 
it to be an institution that molds the best elements of civilization. 
In 1939 a great crowd of his friends to the number of about eight 
hundred gathered on his sixtieth birthday to pay their respects to 
him and present him with a beautiful badge or pin, set with a 
beautiful diamond, which is a minature copy of the badge of his 
office and which was a token of their appreciation of Mr. Lukas- 
zewicz and what he has accomplished for the community. 

Mr. Lukaszewicz married Miss Mary Grzechourak, who was born 
in Manistee, Michigan, and they have four children: Cecelia, who 
is the wife of Edward Rahoi, of Milwaukee, sales manager of the 
Royal Bakery, and they have two children, Richard and Mary; 
Florence, the wife of Clem Piskula, of Milwaukee, owners and opera- 
tors of a food market; Joseph J., who is managing the bakery, being 
of the third generation in charge of the business at the same location, 
and who married Sylvia Jazdzewski, by whom he has three children, 
Paul, Thomas and James, the last two better known as Tommy and 
Jimmie, and Norbert, who owns and operates a Texaco filling station 
and who married Helene Korek. They have a daughter, Eugenia. 
The record of his children reflects credit upon the teaching and 
upbringing of the parents, and the family is one of the most honored 
and respected among the families of Polish descent in Milwaukee, 
and while taught to honor the land of their forefathers, they have 
also been taught that their first allegiance is to America, the land 
of their birth. Mr. Lukaszewicz maintains a summer home at Wind 
Lake, where he enjoys working out in the air and exercise, which 
is one of his main hobbies. Another hobby is bowling. Mrs. Lukas- 
zewicz has been chief ranger for twenty-seven years of St. Rosa’s 
Court, Catholic Order of Lady Foresters. Mr. Lukaszewicz deserves 
much credit for what he has accomplished, for he has made good use of 
his time and opportunities and his is a commendable record as a 
business man, as a citizen and as a public official. 


Louis H. TorREYSON, editor of the Daily Northwestern of Osh- 
kosh, was once a carrier for this paper. That was during his school 
days and since completing his education he has been continuously 
identified with the publication, writing in connection with almost 
every department until his successive promotions have brought him 
editorial charge. He has been a lifelong resident of Oshkosh and is 
a son of Mr. and Mrs. J. N. R. Torreyson, both now deceased. For 
many years his father was engineer and captain of No. 3 company of 
the fire department. 

In the acquirement of his education Louis H. Torreyson mastered 
the work of the grades and the normal department of the Oshkosh 
Teachers College, also completed a special course in Latin and English 
scientific branches and was graduated with the class of 1897. It was 
then that he entered into active association with the Daily North- 
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western and has since been in continuous connection with the publica- 
tion of the paper. He had some talent for drawing and hoped the 
paper could make use of this when he applied for a position a week 
after finishing his school work. His assignment included collecting 
news items at the railroad stations and drawing chalk plate pictures. 
Thus his career in the field of journalism was launched and from 
time to time he was assigned to different branches of city reporting, 
thus gaining broad and valuable experience in the newspaper field. 
Following the resignation of the city editor Mr. Torreyson was ap- 
pointed to the position on December 17, 1904, and served in that ca- 
pacity for about twenty-one years or until 1925, when he was ap- 
pointed managing editor, so continuing until September, 1926, when, 
on the death of Ed F. Kennedy, the editor, he was called to that posi- 
tion and has since directed the editorial page of the Northwestern. 
Years of efficient service with the paper had brought him to this re- 
sponsible position. 

Mr. Torreyson married Miss Marian Groth, of Platteville, and 
their only child, Marian, in 1941 became the wife of R. O. Andrasko, 
of Oshkosh, who is an electrician. Enlisting in the army, Sergeant 
Andrasko was with the ground force and later became an army engi- 
neer. He was first stationed at Kelly Field, Texas, then at Frederick, 
Oklahoma, and later at Geiger Field, Spokane, Washington. 


Dr. N. WARREN BOURNE is a widely known representative of the 
medical profession in Milwaukee, where he has practiced since 1926, 
specializing in urology. A native of Hamburg, New York, he was 
born February 2, 1899, a son of Dr. Bethely S. and Helen A. (New- 
ton) Bourne. His father was an able and successful physician of 
western New York for many years and took an active part in the 
work of the local and the State Medical Society, in which he held 
office at various times. He died in 1915 and is still survived by his 
widow, who yet makes her home in Hamburg. In their family were 
two sons and a daughter, Martha A., who died in 1912, aged six. 
Thomas L. Bourne also makes his home in Hamburg. 

After attending the public schools of his native city until he had 
completed the high school course, Dr. N. Warren Bourne came to 
the Middle West to continue his studies, taking the classical course in 
the University of Michigan, which conferred on him the Bachelor of 
Arts degree at his graduation with the class of 1920. He continued 
in the University for further training in connection with his chosen 
profession and after studying medicine through the full four years, 
was graduated with the M.D. degree in 1922. He remained there for 
another four year period for postgraduate study and experience at 
the University of Michigan Hospital, his comprehensive training 
splendidly preparing him for his chosen life work. He spent six 
months in Europe in 1928, studying in Budapest, Vienna and Paris. 
In 1926 he came to Milwaukee, where he has since remained in active 
practice, specializing in urology, on which subject he is regarded 
as an authority, for he has carried his researches far and wide into 
that field. He keeps abreast with the latest scientific discoveries and 
the correctness of his diagnosis is borne out in the excellent results 
that have attended his efforts. He is a member-iof the American 
Urology Association, is a fellow of the American Medical Associa- 
tion, a fellow of the American College of Surgeons, is a member of 
the Milwaukee Academy of Medicine, of which he served as president 
in 1941, and belongs to the Milwaukee Surgical Society. He is also 

a member of Wisconsin Lodge No. 138, F. & A.M., and the University 
Club of Milwaukee. Doctor Bourne remains a constant student of 
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the basic principles of medicine and surgery as well as being thor- | 
oughly conversant with the trend of modern thought in this field, | 
and his course has been one of steady progress and successful achieve- | 
ment since he first opened an office in Milwaukee. For fifteen years 
he was an associate of Dr. Emerson A. Fletcher, who is now living | 
retired from professional activity. : 
Doctor Bourne married Miss Evan Lueth of Manitowoc, Wiscon- 
sin, a daughter of Richard and Lydia (Salak) Lueth. The mother is 
now deceased and the father is now living in Milwaukee, being re- 
tired from business after having served for a number of years as 
manager of the Salak department store of Manitowoc. Mrs. Bourne 
is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin, where she majored 
in Latin and afterward was a teacher in the schools of Baraboo, Wis- 
consin. Doctor and Mrs. Bourne have two sons, Richard Bentley and 
Charles Warren Bourne, who are at home with their parents in the 
family residence at 3460 North Summitt Street in Milwaukee. 


RICHARD G. OWENS. No history of Wisconsin would be complete 
without reference to the life work of Richard G. Owens because of 
his substantial contribution to the business development and upbuild- 
ing of Milwaukee, where he settled when the future metropolis of 
the state was but a small town. He lived not only to witness its | 
steady growth but actively participated in many of its leading enter- 
prises from the time of his arrival in 1837 until his demise. 

Born in Angelsea, Wales, January 8, 1811, Mr. Owens was left 
an orphan when but eleven years of age and began to earn his living 
by driving a wagon used in connection with lime making. He also | 
engaged in farm labor during his boyhood days and remained a 
resident of Wales until he attained his majority. In June, 1832, he 
left the little rock-ribbed country in which he was born to seek his 
fortune in the United States, and on the 8th of August of that year 
landed from the sailing vessel which had borne him across the 
Atlantic. For a year he worked on a farm on Long Island and then 
removed to Cleveland, Ohio, where he learned how to make burr 
millstones. After completing his trade he went to Buffalo, New 
York, where he became a contractor in the business of manufacturing 
burrs for dealers in millstones. From his earnings he saved a little 
money and opened a small store. He also made a small investment 
in real estate and thus gained a start in the matter of handling realty 
transfers. 

In 1837 Mr. Owens took passage on the boat Madison bound for 
Milwaukee and after reaching his destination purchased a claim in 
the town of Greenfield, Milwaukee County, spending the following 
winter in clearing his land of the timber which grew upon it. Later 
he went to St. Louis, Missouri, where for a short period he engaged 
in making millstones but returned to Milwaukee on the Ist of June, 
1840, and here continued to make his home thereafter. On the 12th 
of the same month he went to Michigan City, Indiana, where he pur- 
chased and brought to Milwaukee the first barley used for brewing 
purposes here, this being made in the Milwaukee Brewery, later 
called the Lake Brewery. Milwaukee’s first brewery, built in the 
spring of 1840, was erected on the lake front, at the foot of what 
was then Huron Street, by three Welshmen, Richard G. Owens, Wil- 
liam Pawlett and John Davis. The first brewing was done in July, 
when, as stated, barley was brought from Indiana on the sloop 
Ranger. This was the first brewing done in the Territory of Wis- 
consin, as well as the first in Milwaukee, and they brewed ale, stout, 
porter and distilled Scotch whisky, but ale was their principal prod- 
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uct. Their original brew kettle was a wooden box, lined with cop- 
per, and the capacity was five barrels. In 1850 Mr. Owens became 
sole owner and he continued operating the brewery until 1864. 

This was only one of the pioneer projects with which Mr. Owens 
was associated. He built the first pier on the lake, used for unload- 
ing grain for his brewery. As time passed he continued to purchase 
property until he became a large real estate owner, his holdings in- 
cluding the land on which the Chicago & North Western Railroad 
depot now stands, also the site of the United States post office, and 
that of the T. A. Chapman department store. He owned much prop- 
erty in the business district of the city and- was the owner of much 
rental property. He could not read or write and could hardly speak 
any English when he came to the new world, only Welsh being 
spoken in his native community, and his total capital when he landed 
in New York was a two shilling piece, yet he made a fortune, becom- 
ing a very successful business man. He had no early educational 
advantages, yet he became a well informed man and all his life read 
good books, thereby broadening his knowledge. Soon after settling 
in Milwaukee he traded a rifle for a copy of Robinson Crusoe, and 
he availed himself of every opportunity to get hold of good books, 
which he read with great interest. His political support was given 
the Republican party and in early life he filled the position of asses- 
sor, but he had no ambition to hold public office. He was very active 
in support of every worthy public enterprise and was a leader in 
early day affairs. He saw and readily recognized opportunities for 
the general good and he did much to promote the common welfare 
and advance the best interests of the city, thus aiding in laying 
broad and deep the substantial foundations upon which the city has 
been built. 

It was in Chicago, on the 7th of June, 1841, that Richard G. 
Owens wedded Mary Ann Jones, whose birthplace was Montgomery- 
shire, Wales. Her father, Evan Jones, left Wales on one of the 
old time sailing vessels bound for New York, and from there made 
his way to Albany. He traveled by canal boat to Buffalo and then 
on the steamer Jllinois made his way to Chicago. Soon afterward 
he purchased a farm near Des Plaines, Illinois, but he died in the 
cholera epidemic of 1852, when seventy-two years of age. In the 
family of Richard G. and Mary Ann (Jones) Owens were five chil- 
dren: Mary J., now the wife of J. R. Seville; Richard G., who was 
a resident of Milwaukee and is mentioned in the sketch of Elmer 
S. Owens on another page of this work; Augustine H.; Christopher 
C.; and John 8., who was killed in a railroad accident in 1887. The 
father, Richard G. Owens, died November 10, 1882, having lived for 
nearly a half century in Milwaukee, where his work in the pioneer 
development of the city was outstanding and where he established 
a family that down to the present has contributed to the further 

growth, improvement and progress of the city. 


ELMER SAMUEL OWENS has been a member of the Milwaukee bar 
since 1914, there having been but slight interruption to his profes- 
sional career, the major one covering his service in the first World 
War. Aside from his practice he is very active in connection with 
Masonic interests and has done much to develop the work of the 
order in this area. A native son of Milwaukee, he was born July 
6, 1889, a son of Mr. and Mrs. Richard Griflith Owens. 

The father, who was born in Milwaukee, on the site of the 
present post office, March 22, 1846, died March 18, 1929. He was 
a representative of one of the best known pioneer families here, a 
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family that has been closely associated with the development and 
upbuilding of the city from the earliest era of its growth. He had 
only the limited educational advantages offered by the public schools 
of that period and in his early manhood he worked as a clerk in a 
drug store and later was clerk in the law office of Governor Solomon, 
while subsequently he served as clerk in the law office of Attorney 
General Smith. 

For a brief period Richard G. Owens conducted a mercantile 
business at Waterville, Wisconsin, but in 1870 returned to Milwau- 
kee, where he became bookkeeper in the dry goods store of the D. W. 
Linfield Company. From 1871 until 1873 he was bookkeeper at the 
threshing machine works of E. E. Owens & Company. In the latter 
year-his father became interested in mining near Boulder, Colorado, 
and Richard G. Owens went out to learn the details of mining opera- 
tions. Starting as a teamster, he worked his way upward to the 
superintendency and, although the mining venture did not prove 
very profitable, he remained in Colorado until 1882, when he re- 
turned to Milwaukee to look after the extensive real estate holdings 
of the family, continuing in that line until his death, managing the 
estate and dealing in realty. His political support was given the 
Republican party but he took no active part in politics and never 
sought nor desired public office. He had membership in the Plymouth 
Congregational Church. 

On the Ist of March, 1884, Richard G. Owens married Rachel L. 
Jones, daughter of Hugh T, and Jane Jones, of Oneida County, New 
York, who were of Welsh descent. Mrs. Owens, who is still living’ 
in Milwaukee, was born May 1, 1852, near Remsen, New York, and 
in young womanhood came to Milwaukee with her brothers. She has 
been very prominently identified with the Wisconsin Home and Farm 
School for Boys, the American War Mothers, the W. C. T. U., and 
the Plymouth Congregational Church. To Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
G. Owens were born three sons and a daughter: Richard Gordon, 
who died in infancy; Elmer S.; Dr. Raymond Gilbert Owens, now 
deceased; and Laura M. Dr. Owens, who died in 1926, was one of 
the leading veterinary surgeons of Milwaukee and owned an animal 
hospital here. He served in France as a first lieutenant of the Vet- 
erinary Corps with the Third United States Cavalry and the Fif- 
teenth United States Cavalry, and was later assistant and then acting 
division veterinarian with the Kighty-third Division, while later he 
Was assistant veterinarian of the First Army Corps of the American 
Iixpeditionary Forces. He married Kthel Wait, of Racine, Wiscon- 
sin, daughter of William L. Wait, a manufacturer who headed the 
Country Club Toilet Products Company, and they had three chil- 
dren, Mary Ann, Virginia Lee and Gloria Jane. The daughter Gloria 
Jane played a leading role in “Oklahoma” under the stage name of 
Pamela Britton and is now in Hollywood making a movie, ‘Anchors 
Aweigh,” opposite Frank Sinatra. 

Elmer Samuel Owens pursued his early education in the Jefferson 
Street school and the Bast Side high school and next attended the 
Marquette School of Engineering, the Marquette School of Business 
Administration and the Spencerian Business College, while for a 
short time he was a student at the University of Wisconsin. Deciding 
to prepare for the legal profession, he enrolled as ¢ student in the 
Marquette Law School and was graduated in 1914. On the 15th of 
October of that year he was admitted to the Wisconsin bar and has 
since engaged in law practice in Milwaukee save for the period of 
his military service. When he first began practicing he was a mem- 
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ber of the law firm of Umbreit, Mahon & Owens, but since 1915 has 
practiced alone. 

On the 11th of April, 1917, the month in which the United 
States entered the first World War, Mr. Owens enlisted in the First 
Wisconsin Field Artillery and attended the First Reserve Officers 
Training Camp at Fort Sheridan, Hlinois, from May 15th until Au- 
gust 15th, 1917. He was then with the Headquarters Company of 
the One hundred and Twenty-first Heavy Field Artillery at Camp 
McArthur, Texas, and from Camp Merritt, New Jersey, he went to 
join the American Expeditionary Forces, sailing on the Leviathan 
on March 4th, 1918. In France he attended the Schools of Gas and 
Telephone and he was then transferred to the chemical warfare 
service and served as instructor at the Gas School at Camp Coet- 
quidon, France, until December 11, 1918. He then spent three weeks 
at the organization and training center of chemical warfare service 
at Chinon, France. He was a sergeant in that branch of the service 
and he remained in France until January 18, 1919. He reached Camp 
Merritt January 21, 1919, and received his honorable discharge at 
Camp Grant, Rockford, Illinois, February 5, 1919. 

For a short time thereafter Mr. Owens was a distributor of auto 
truck dump bodies and then resumed professional activity and has 
since engaged in the general practice of law. From 1922 until 1944, 
when he declined renomination, he was the justice of the peace of 
the village of Shorewood, a suburb of Milwaukee, having been re- 
elected at each biennial period. Outside of his law work his greatest 
interest is in Masonry and his work in the order has been far- 
reaching and effective. He is a past master of Shorewood Lodge No. 
339, F. & A. M.; a past high priest of North Shore Chapter No. 114, 
R. A. M.; a member of Kilbourn Council No. 9, R. & S. M.; anda 
past commander of Wisconsin Commandery No. 1, k. 'T. He is-also 
identified with the Scottish Rite bodies, with membership in Wiscon- 
sin Consistory, and is active in the work of several degrees. He has 
life membership in Tripoli Temple of the Shrine and since 1936 he 
has been grand treasurer of the Grand Council of Wisconsin and 
since 1932 also grand treasurer of the Grand Chapter of the state. 

Mr. Owens also has membership in St. David’s Society and in the 
Old Settlers Club and belongs to Plymouth Congregational Church. 
in which he formerly served as deacon and in which he was teacher 
of a boys’ class in the Sunday school. He finds his recreation in 
trout fishing. His interests are broad and varied, touching the wel- 
fare of society in many ways to the benefit of business, social, civic 
and moral conditions. 


Rev. Orro J. WILKE. Since 1875 the name of Wilke has been 
closely and continuously connected with the work of the Lutheran 
ministry in Madison. The Rev. Otto J. Wilke took up pastoral 
duties here in 1904, previous to which time his father, the Rev. 
Christian Wilke, had been pastor of the church for thirty years. All 
through this extended period their efforts have been most effective 
in promoting the work of the church, which has long been recognized 
as one of the most vital and potent forces in the moral development 
of the city. 

Rev. Otto J. Wilke was born in Charles City, lowa, May 7, 
1874, a son of the Rev. Christian and Adelheid (Haering) Wilke. 
The father was born in the Fuerstenthum Waldeck province of 
Germany, while the mother was a native of Munich, Bavaria. After 
mastering the branches of learning taught in the schools of his 
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home town Christian Wilke entered a mission school at Hermans- 
burg, Germany, where young men were prepared for missionary 


work, for he had decided to devote his life to that holy ealling. In | 


1870 he came to the United States and completed his education in 
the Lutheran Seminary at St. Sebald, Iowa. He was ordained to 
the ministry at Charles City, Iowa, in 1871 and he organized the 
Lutheran church at that place before coming to Madison in 1875, 
here entering upon a ministry that covered three decades. He was 
greatly beloved by his people and accomplished great good here. 
The congregation grew numerically and spiritually under his direc- 
tion and he was instrumental in having the church edifice enlarged 
and the steeple added. In addition to his duties in Madison he 
also cared for the Lutheran missions at Blue Mound, Middleton, 
Barneveldt and Springdale and founded the church at Verona. He 
possessed sympathetic understanding as well as broad intelligence 
and his labors were of far reaching effect and benefit. He passed 
from this life in 1905, honored and respected by all who knew him, 
and his wife died in 1901. They became the parents of a family 
of nine children, all of whom are still living except Herbert, the 
youngest. They are: Otto; Adelaide, now a resident of Milwaukee; 
Helen, wife of Joseph Hobkirk, of Fox Lake, Wisconsin; Hattie, 
wife of Alva H. Cook, of Milwaukee; Rey. Alfred N., pastor of 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Minneapolis; Eda, wife of Charles 
Mooers, Evanston, Illinois; Agnes, wife of Charles Jackson, Minne- 
apolis; Clara, a teacher in Chicago, Illinois; and Herbert, who was 
a practicing dentist in Milwaukee at the time of his demise. 

Rev. Otto J. Wilke attended the public schools of Madison, having 
been but a year old when his parents removed to this city, and 
later he was a student in Wartburg College at' Waverly, Iowa, and 
in the Lutheran Seminary at Dubuque, Iowa. Since that time he 
has taken postgraduate work in the English Lutheran Seminary 
of Chicago, studying there for a year. He likewise devoted a 
year to graduate work in the University of Wisconsin. His first 
charge was at Superior, Wisconsin, where he remained for seven 
years, in charge of Zion Lutheran Church, and early in 1904 he 
came to Madison to assist his father, who passed away the following 
year, at which time Rev. Otto J. Wilke assumed full charge of the 
church, of which he still remains the pastor. Forty years have 
Since been added to the cycle of .the centuries—years in which 
his labors have constituted a resultant force in the upbuilding and 
development of the church and in the lives of its members. The 
congregation had a membership of one hundred when his father be- 
came pastor and today there are eleven hundred and fifty communi- 
cants. During the pastorate of Rev. Otto J. Wilke a great many im- 
provements have been made in the church property, in the organiza- 
tions of the various departments and in obtaining the earnest and en- 
thusiastic support of the congregation. His public addresses show 
comprehensive study not only of Biblical history but also of events 
that indicate the march of civilization and the trend of the times 
to higher living. Deep interest is manifested in the church services, 
not only by members of the congregation but also by attending 
visitors. 

Rev. Wilke’s spiritual duties and responsibilities have not pre- 
vented his giving of his time and judgment to matters and move- 
ments of general interest and benefit. For over twenty-seven years 
he has been on the board of directors of the Provident Building and 
Loan Association of Madison and is now serving as vice president 
of that organization. 
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In 1901 Rev. Wilke was united in marriage to Clara Beck, of 
Madison, a daughter of Ludwig and Marie (Rouscher) Beck. Her 
father was one of the early settlers of Madison, where he engaged 
in business as a hardware merchant for many years. Mrs. Wilke 
was a graduate of the University School of Music, taught piano and 
was the organist of the church for many years. She was called to 
the home beyond in 1938, leaving two daughters, as well as her 
husband, to mourn her loss. The elder daughter, Adelaide, com- 
pleted her high school course in Madison and then spent a year 
at the University of Wisconsin. She is now connected with the 
city board of health. The other daughter, Erna, also completed a 
course in the Madison high school and in the Milwaukee Teachers 
College and is now a kindergarten teacher in Madison. Rev. Wilke 
is a keen sportsman, greatly enjoying life in the great out-of-doors, 
and his interest in community welfare is shown in the fact that 
he is now serving as president of the board of the Madison Public 
Library. All these are aside from his work in the church, and in 
addition to his duties to the congregation in Madison he is serving 
as vice president of the Wisconsin district of the Lutheran church 
and was formerly a vice president of the American Lutheran 
Church. 


ALBERT BALCH HOUGHTON, member of the law firm of Houghton, 
Neelen & Bullinger of Milwaukee, was born in Oshkosh, Wisconsin, 
August 27, 1882, a son of Frank W. and Mary J. (Balch) Houghton. 
The father was born at Adams Basin, New York, December 21, 1849, 
his parents being Reuben B. and Ruth Ann (Ring) Houghton. In 
the district schools of his native state Frank W. Houghton pursued 
his education until he reached the age of eightéen years. He then 
came to Wisconsin, where he earned money enough to pay his tuition 
in Lawrence College of Appleton, completed the classical course, and 
graduated with the class of 1876, the Bachelor of Arts degree being 
then conferred upon him. For several years thereafter he engaged 
in teaching school, and while occupying the position of principal of 
the Wausau high school he began reading law privately and later 
continued his studies in Milwaukee in the office of Carpenter & 
Smith, where he remained until admitted to the bar in 1879. In 
April of the succeeding year he opened an office in Oshkosh, where 
he practiced his profession for twenty years, returning to Milwaukee 
in 1900 to enter into a partnership with Neele B. Neelen. Nine years 
later the eldest son of Mr. Houghton joined the firm under the name 
of Houghton, Neelen & Houghton. They had a large clientele and 
occupied a place in the front rank of Milwaukee’s leading attorneys. 
Politically Frank W. Houghton was a Republican and in his fraternal 
relations was a Mason. 

On the 21st of January, 1875, Frank W. Houghton married Miss 
Mary Julia Balch, a daughter of Albert V. and Sarah (Parmalee) 
Balch, both representatives of pioneer families of Wisconsin. Mr. 
and Mrs. Houghton became the parents of three sons and two daugh- 
ters: Frank Wilbur Jr., who died November 13, 1897; Laura Madge, 
who is a teacher of English in the Milwaukee schools and is a graduate 
of the University of Chicago; Mary Ruth, the wife of George A. 
Cierry, of Ironton, Michigan; Albert B.; and Harry Abner, now 
deceased. The father of this family passed from this life February 
4, 1932, and the mother died February 38, 1936. 

After acquiring his early education in the schools of Oshkosh, 
Albert B. Houghton matriculated in the Milwaukee State Normal 
School, where he was graduated in 1902. He then engaged in teach- 
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ing in Brandon, Wisconsin, for two years, after which he enrolled 
as a Student in the University of Chicago and was graduated in 
1907 with the Bachelor of Philosophy degree. He entered the law 
school of the University of Chicago and in 1909 the degree of Doctor 
of Jurisprudence was conferred on him and he then became a member 
of the firm of Houghton, Neelen & Houghton, as a partner of his 
father and Judge Neelen. He has since successfully practiced, main- 
taining the high reputation that has always been associated with the 
family name in its connection with the legal profession. For twenty 
years he served as city attorney of Wauwatosa and he was public 
administrator of Milwaukee County from 1931 until 1989. He be- 
longs to the Milwaukee Bar Association, of which he was the presi- 
dent in 1935; the Wisconsin State Bar Association; and the Ameri- 
can Bar Association, serving on its professional ethics grievance 
committee since 1985. He has also been appointed a state delegate 
from Wisconsin to the American Bar Conference for the period from 
1944 to 1947, and he has the confidence and high respect of his pro- 
fessional colleagues and contemporaries. : 

On the 16th day of May, 1916, Mr. Houghton married Janet Fox, 
a native of Milwaukee and a daughter of Dr. William and Narcissa 
(McDill) Fox. The Fox family was an early and honored one of 
Wisconsin and the McDills were also valued pioneer residents of 
the state, both the paternal and maternal ancestors of Mrs. Hough- 
ton being prominent in the medical profession. Narcissa McDill 
became the wife of Dr. William Fox, of Milwaukee, who was born 
in Dane County, Wisconsin, in 1844, and died April 12, 1897, while 
his wife, who was born in New Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, July 30, 
1850, passed away November 12, 1920. The seven children of Doctor 
and Mrs. Fox were: George W. Fox, Dr. Philip Angus, Narcissa, 
Janet, Dr. William E. Fox, John McD. and Mark Hugh, Janet be- 
coming the wife of Albert B. Houghton. There is one son of this 
marriage, Albert Fox Houghton, a graduate of Amherst College of 
the class of 1942. He is now in military service, having been made 
a sergeant of the quartermaster’s corps and he has been assigned to 
take special training in connection with the students training pro- 
gram and is stationed at Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

Mr. Houghton’s fraternities are Beta Theta Pi and Phi Delta 
Phi. He belongs to the Masonic order, with membership in Wauwa- 
tosa Lodge No. 267, F. & A.M.; Wauwatosa Chapter, R.A.M.; Wau- 
watosa Commandery, K.T. He also has membership in the Univer- 
sity Club and the Milwaukee Athletic Club. He is a member of the 
First Methodist Church of Milwaukee, in which he has served as a 
trustee since 1920 and he has been president of the Wisconsin Con- 
ference board of trustees of the Methodist church since 1929, thus 
taking a very active and helpful part in promoting religious prog- 
ress in city and state. 


FRANK CHALLONER, who is the president of the Wilkin-Challoner 
Manufacturing Company, making various kinds of machinery in Osh- 
kosh, was born in this city November 238, 1894, and is a son of John C. 
and Myra (Samphier) Challoner, who were of English and French 
descent, respectively. The grandparents in the paternal line were 
George and Mary (Elliott) Challoner, both of whom were born in 
England, and on coming to America they settled in New York State, 
where they remained for a short time and then migrated westward, 
establishing their home in Omro, Wisconsin, in 1849. It was there 
that John C. Challoner was born in 1856 and in time he became en- 
gaged in machinery manufacture with his father, George Challoner, 
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and brother Frank, being one of the founders of the Wilkin-Challoner 
Manufacturing Company and active in its management and control up 
to the time of his death, April 18, 1928. His wife, Mrs. Myra Chal- 
loner, was a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Samphier, who were 
natives of England and were numbered among the early settlers of 
Wisconsin. The name Samphier was originally St. Pierre and the 
family was of French extraction. In the family of John C. and Myra 
(Samphier) Challoner were two sons and a daughter, Leora, George 
and Frank. 

The last named passed through the grades in the public schools of 
Oshkosh and after finishing his high school course attended the State 
Teachers College until he entered military service in 1917. He enlisted 
at Milwaukee and was with the Two Hundred and Tenth Field Signal 
Battalion, stationed at Camp Funston, Fort Riley, Kansas, where he 
remained for eighteen months, receiving his discharge after the ces- 
sation of hostilities. 

Returning to his home, Mr. Challoner again joined his father’s 
company. He had been working for his father since 1913 during the 
intervals when he was not in school and he learned the business in 
every detail, first working with tools and machinery, while after his 
return from military service he took up office work as bookkeeper. 
In 1920 he was advanced to the position of secretary and at his father’s 
death in 1928 he became treasurer of the company, while in 1942 he 
succeeded to the presidency on the death of his brother, George, who 
had occupied the office and who passed away on the 11th of May of 
that year. 

The business had been established in 1905 by John C. Challoner, 
T. S. Wilkin of Milwaukee and Charles W. Radford, who organized 
the company and on the present site of the plant began the manufac- 
ture of sawmill machinery. The excellence of their product was soon 
recognized and their trade soon extended to all parts of the United 
States. In 1911 they enlarged the plant and in addition to their 
original output they began to make woodworking machinery, also sash 
and door machinery and custom built wood working machinery. 
Today their products are sold all over the world. To the original 
plant they have added a warehouse, forty by fifty feet; a new pattern 
warehouse, thirty by forty feet; and have built a fine office. Their 
equipment is thoroughly modern and they now employ fifty workmen 
and are engaged one hundred per cent in defense work. The present 
office personnel consists of Frank Challoner, president; Mrs. Adele 
D. Challoner, the widow of George Challoner, vice president; and Miss 
Leora Challoner, secretary-treasurer. 

Mr. Challoner is a member of the Congregational church and he 
recognizes and meets the duties and obligations of citizenship, aiding 
various projects for the public welfare. He was married in 1921 to 
Miss Leona Conlee, daughter of John and Flora (Mischler) Conlee, 
natives of Wisconsin and both now deceased. Of this marriage have 
been born a son and daughter, Frank Jr., born July 30, 1923, and 
Meliss, born March 12, 1926. The daughter is a graduate of phar- 
macy of the University of Wisconsin. Frank Jr. is at Oregon State 
College pursuing a special course in engineering. He enlisted in the 
infantry and was sent to Oregon State for the course mentioned. 

Post-war plans are ready for execution for a new building pro- 
gram, including a new foundry, 50x128 feet, for manufacturing 
equipment used in foundry; a new boiler room; also all modern facil- 
ities for lockers and wash basins, etc., and a section to house em- 
ployes. A half million dollars in business is on file to show progress 
and public acceptance of the Challoner equipment. 
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GEORGE D. SPOHN, engaged in law practice in Milwaukee as a 
member of the firm of Lecher, Michael, Spohn & Best, was born in 
Janesville, Wisconsin, February 10, 1898. Pursuing his education in 
the University of Wisconsin, he won first the degree of Bachelor of 
Arts and later began preparation for the bar, Whereby he gained 
his Bachelor of Laws degree. He was connected with the income 
tax division of the Wisconsin Tax Commission from 1920 until 1927 
and on the expiration of that seven year period he was licensed a 
certified public accountant of the state in 1927. For four years 
thereafter, or until 1931, he was inheritance tax counsel of the Wis- 
consin Tax Commission and in 1931 he took up the private practice 
of law in Milwaukee, where he has now been active in legal circles 
for thirteen years, practicing as a partner in the firm of Lecher, 
Michael, Spohn & Best. His previous experience naturally led him 
into the realm of taxation and probate law and he now specializes 
along those lines, in which he has made an outstanding record, 
having intimate and comprehensive knowledge of the law involved 
in such matters. His work has been highly satisfactory to his clients 
and his legal work has continually increased in volume and impor- 
tance. 

Mr. Spohn is a member of the Wisconsin Society of Certified 
Public Accountants and he belongs to the Milwaukee County Bar 
Association, the Wisconsin State Bar Association and the American 
Bar Association. He likewise has membership in Phi Delta Phi, a 
legal fraternity. 

Mr. Spohn married Miss Hazel Inman, of Janesville, a member of 
one of Rock County’s oldest and most prominent families, and they 
now have two daughters, Phyllis and Shirley. 


HOWARD FREDERICK OHM has been identified with the Legislative 
Reference Library, of which he is now chief, for more than three 
decades. He was born in Spalding, Michigan, September 9, 1891, and 
is a descendant of one of the pioneer families of Wisconsin. His pa- 
ternal grandfather, Frederick Herman Ohm, came to this state in 
1856, soon after his arrival in this country from his native Germany. 
He began farming in Jefferson County but later moved to Mapleton, 
Blue Earth County, Minnesota, where he again followed agricul- 
tural pursuits. Before their immigration to America from the prov- 
ince of Pomerania in Prussia Frederick Herman Ohm married 
Rosalie Wilhelmina Richert, also a native of Germany. 

The son, Herman A. Ohm, was born near Watertown, Dodge 
County, Wisconsin, in 1857, and also became identified with farming 
during the period of early development in the Middle West. In his 
early manhood he traveled across the country to the Pacific coast 
with ox team and prairie schooner. During the trip he experienced 
the usual pioneer hardships, including a number of encounters with 
the Indians, particularly when traveling through California’s Death 
Valley. After his return east he located at Spalding in the upper 
peninsula of Michigan, where he worked as a lumberjack in the 
virgin pine woods and later became a jobber for the famous Jesse 
Spalding lumber interests. Following this he operated a hotel at 
Spalding. 

In 1895 he moved his family to the then village of South Mil- 
waukee, where he made his home until his death in 1924, when he 
was sixty-seven years of age. He engaged in the retail grocery busi- 
ness for about twenty years and served as postmaster from 1915 
until his death. He took an active part in the upbuilding of that 
community and was the last president of the village. He also served 
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on the common council, was a director and president of the South 
Milwaukee Building and Loan Association, and served on the school 
board. He was particularly interested in educational development 
and was identified with St. John’s Catholic Church. He was civic 
minded, always seeking to promote the welfare of his city, and was 
a leader in local political circles. 

In 1883 he married Mrs. Margaret Haggerson Riley, who was 
of Irish-English lineage, both her parents having come from Ireland 
to the United States but her father was of English descent. She, 
too, went through the trying experiences of pioneer life in the Mid- 
dle West. She survived her second husband for seventeen years, mak- 
ing her home in South Milwaukee until she died in 1941, at the age 
of eighty-four. 

The family of Herman and Margaret Ohm consisted of: Lillian, 
who married Robert Hayman, of South Milwaukee, where they lived 
until 1929, when they moved to Los Angeles, California; Howard BS 
and Irene, who died at the age of nineteen. 

Mrs. Margaret Ohm was a daughter of George and Sarah 
(Roach) Haggerson, of Oconto, Wisconsin, where she was born in 
1857. Her earlier marriage was with Miles Charles Riley, of Oconto, 
in 1874, who was born at Hamilton, New York, in 1856, and who 
died at the age of twenty in 1876, before the birth of their second 
son, Miles C. Their children were: William J. Riley, attorney-at- 
law, South Milwaukee, who was born in 1875, and Miles C. Riley, 
attorney-at-law, Madison, who was born in 1877. 

Howard F. Ohm completed the prescribed course in the South 
Milwaukee high school, after which he entered the University of 
Wisconsin, partly working his way through and at the same time 
receiving some assistance from his half brothers. He graduated 
from the University of Wisconsin Law School in 1913 with a 
Bachelor of Laws degree. He first became identified with the Legis- 
lative Reference Library in 1911, as a part-time worker. Thereafter 
he served as bill draftsman during each regular and special session 
of the Legislature, except the sessions of 1923, 1925 and 1927. He 
engaged in the practice of law in Madison from 1913 to 1927, as a mem- 
ber of the firm of Riley & Ohm, and served as examiner in the 
workmen’s compensation division of the Industrial Commission from 
1927 to 1932. He was named chief of the Legislative Reference Library 
on October 1, 1933, and has served in that capacity since then. From 
his long experience in this field he is well qualified to assist legis- 
lators and others who wish information on the wide variety of 
subjects that come up for discussion in the Legislature and in the 
drafting of bills requested by members of the Legislature, the gov- 
ernor and state officers and departments for the consideration of 
the legislative body. 

The Wisconsin Legislative Reference Library is essentially a 
legislative research and bill drafting service, primarily for members 
of the Legislature, the governor and departments of state government. 
The department was a pioneer in this field among American com- 
monwealths. It was established in 1901, with Charles McCarthy as 
the first chief. After his death in 1921 he was succeeded in 1922 
by Edwin E. Witte, who remained until 1933, when he accepted a 
chair in economics at the University of Wisconsin. 

Mr. Ohm is a member of Phi Delta Phi legal fraternity and of 
Delta Upsilon fraternity, both of which he joined when attending 
the University of Wisconsin. He is a member of the Kiwanis, Madi- 
son Club, Blessed Sacrament Church and of the Knights of Columbus. 
He is also a member of the American, State and Dane County Bar 
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associations and is designated by law as one of the two commissioners 
from Wisconsin to the National Conference of Commissioners on 
Uniform State Laws. He finds pleasure and recreation in gardening, 
hiking, golfing, hunting and fishing. 

On August 11, 1915, Mr. Ohm married Helene B. Dunfield, the 
daughter of Hiram M. and Mary S. Duntield, of Wausau. Mrs. Ohm 
graduated from the University of Wisconsin in 1914. Mr. and 
Mrs. Ohm have two daughters: Mary Ellen, who received her edu- 
cation at Milwaukee Downer College and the University of Wis- 
consin, and Margaret Helene, now a junior in the University. Mary 
Kllen married Harry R. Klueter, of Madison, who, following his 
graduation from the University of Wisconsin Law School in 1941, 
became associated with the legal department of the Employers Mutual 
Liability Insurance Company at Wausau. He is now serving with a 
rating of lieutenant (j. g.) on an aircraft carrier of the United States 
Navy in the Pacific. . 

Mr..Ohm has resided in Madison ever since he came to the Uni- 


versity in 1908. He now resides with his family at 1811 Vilas 
Avenue. 


REV. MICHAEL J. SCHMITZ has completed thirty-nine years as 
pastor of Sacred Heart Catholic Church at Oshkosh. He was born 
at Johnsburg in Fond du Lac County, Wisconsin, January 31, 1870, 
and is a son of John and Anna Mary (Wagner) Schmitz. He attended 
parochial school in his native town and afterward studied in St. 
Francis Seminary of Milwaukee, where he prepared for the priest- 
hood, to which he was ordained in 1895. He was then appointed 
assistant pastor at St. Nazianz, Wisconsin, and later served as as- 
sistant at Burlington, Wisconsin, after which he was transferred to 
Kiel, Wisconsin, to fill the pastorate of SS. Peter and Paul’s Church, 
continuing his labors there for ten years. 

It was in 1906 that Rev. Schmitz came to Oshkosh, where he will 
soon reach the fortieth year of his service in connection with Sacred 
Heart Church, and through all this long period he has been the loved 
and respected leader of his flock, accomplishing much in the material 
and spiritual development of his parish. The present fine church 
edifice and the substantial school and other church buildings stand 
largely as monuments to his untiring efforts and the cooperation he 
has won from his parishioners who have willingly and gladly followed 
his leadership. 

On the 6th of January, 1906, there were fifty Catholic families 
in Oshkosh who pledged six thousand dollars forthe building of a 
church and on the 9th of July of that year the cornerstone was laid 
for a combination school and church. Upon a substantial foundation 
a well built superstructure arose. Rev. Schmitz had arrived in April, 
1906, to take over the duties of pastor and he rented a house at 1216 
Sixth Street, where he resided until the rectory could be completed. 
He worked untiringly to establish the activities of the parish and in 
time the building, for which the cornerstone was laid soon after his 
arrival, was completed. It contained six rooms for classes in addition 
to the auditorium and at length was finished at a cost of $37,000. 

The first mass was celebrated December 8, 1906, and the church 
was blessed by Bishop Fox in March, 1907, confirmation being held 
on the same day. In 1913 an addition was made as large as the 
original building, schoolrooms were added and an apartment for 
the teaching Sisters. The congregation now numbers five hundred 
families and there are now three hundred and fifty children in the 
school under the charge of ten teachers, who are members of the 
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order of Sisters of Christian Charity. The work of ten grades is 
being taught. The work of the church has been well organized in its 
various departments and includes the Altar Society, the Holy Name 
Society, the Lady Foresters, Men Foresters, the Senior and Junior 
Young Ladies Sodalities, the Catholic Knights of Wisconsin, the 
Ladies Aid Society and Sacred Heart Society. 

The congregation has steadily increased numerically, so that the 
quarters became more and more limited and at length it was decided 
that a new church was needed. A fund for this purpose was started 
in 1924 but definite plans for construction were not completed until 
1937. The excavating work was started on July 12, 1938, and the 
cornerstone was laid on October 2 following. The work then went 
steadily forward and the church was finished and dedicated October 
1, 1939, by Bishop P. P. Rhode. Monsignor Hummel of Menasha 
preached at the laying of the cornerstone and Monsignor Meyer 
preached when the church was dedicated. The church was built of 
Lannon stone in the Romanesque style of architecture and has a seat- 
ing capacity of nine hundred and fifty. The present value of the 
property, which covers an entire square block, is $300,000 and in- 
cludes the church edifice, the school buildings and other structures. 
In 1906, when the parish was started, they also purchased about 
forty acres of land which is being used for cemetery purposes and is 
known as Sacred Heart Cemetery. 

Rev. Schmitz has two assistants, Rev. Henry Arens and Rev. 
Hubert Nilles. Rey. Hubert Nilles was born at Two Rivers, Wiscon- 
sin, March 22, 1914, and was educated at Mount Calvary and at St. 
Francis Seminary in Milwaukee. He was ordained in 1940 and his 
first assignment was in Menasha, where he remained for two years 
and was then called to Oshkosh. 

On June 16, 1945, Rev. Father Michael Schmitz celebrated his 
golden jubilee as a priest. 


ELWIN A. ANDRUS, a Milwaukee attorney who specializes in 
patent law and is now patent counsel for the A. O. Smith Corporation 
and for various other important industrial organizations of Mil- 
waukee, was born in Troy Center, Walworth County, Wisconsin, 
March 28, 1904. His parents, Francis Leroy and Mary V. (Watrous) 
Andrus, were also natives of Wisconsin, the paternal grandfather 
having come to this state about 1852 from the vicinity of Hartford, 
Connecticut. He was of English descent, the first of the family in 
America being John and Mary Andrews, for so the name was then 
spelled, who came from England in 1620. On coming from New 
England the grandfather of Elwin A. Andrus settled on a farm, 
and his son, Francis L. Andrus, also became a farmer and spent his 
last days at Troy Center, where he died in 1938. His wife was born 
on a farm in Walworth County near Troy Center, a daughter of 
John Watrous, who came to Wisconsin in the late 1850s and here 
followed agricultural pursuits. Mrs. Andrus died in 1935. In the 
family of Mr. and Mrs. Francis L. Andrus were five children, four 
of whom are living. The eldest, Sidney F., a farmer now living at 
Troy Center, is a veteran of World War I, having served overseas 
for twenty-four months. Alice M., the only daughter, is living in 
Troy Center. Orrin E., now residing in Altadena, California, is a 
graduate of the University of Wisconsin. He is a chemical engineer 
in charge of research work in the West for the A. O. Smith Corpora- 
tion of Milwaukee. 

The fourth and youngest member of the family is Elwin A. 
Andrus, who began his education in the country schools and at twelve 
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years of age came to Milwaukee, where he entered high school, 
being graduated from West Division high in 1921. Turning to the 
legal profession as a life work, he won his Bachelor of Laws degree 
at his graduation from the University of Wisconsin in 1927. For a 
brief time he engaged in patent law practice with E. B. H. Tower vs 
and in 1929 he became patent attorney with the A. O. Smith Cor- 
poration of Milwaukee. He had his office at the factory, where he 
was head of the patent department until 1939, when he opened an 
office in the First Wisconsin National Bank building, continuing as 
patent counsel for the Smith Corporation and as a patent attorney 
for various other important industrial enterprises of Milwaukee and 
the state, while at the same time he engages in private practice, 
handling legal interests in connection with patents, copyrights and 
trademarks. His patronage is now extensive and important in 
character, and his gradual advancement has brought him to an out- 
standing position as a patent attorney of his adopted city. He was 
admitted to practice before the United States Supreme Court in 1938. 

Mr. Andrus is a member of the American Bar Association, the 
Wisconsin State Bar Association, the Milwaukee Bar Association, the 
American Patent Law Association, the Chicago Patent Law Associa- 
tion and the Milwaukee Patent Law Association, of the latter of 
which he is a past president. He also belongs to the International 
Society for the Protection of Industrial Property and locally he is 
a member of the Milwaukee Athletic Club and the Engineers’ Society 
of Milwaukee. He is a thirty-second degree Mason and a member 
of the Tripoli Shrine Temple in Milwaukee. 

Mr. Andrus married Florence R. Stetson at Madison, Wisconsin, 
on June 15, 1925, while attending the University. Mrs. Andrus is 
a native of Honey Creek, Walworth County, Wisconsin. Her parents, 
William Bingham and Roxanna (Dingman) Stetson, were also na- 
tives of this state, her great grandfather, Jesse Stetson, having settled 
near Waterford in 1836. William Stetson was a farmer on the old 
Stetson homestead in Honey Creek. He has passed away, while 
Mrs. Stetson is now living in East Troy, Wisconsin. Mrs. Andrus is a 
member of the Milwaukee Chapter, D. A. R., and of the Milwaukee 
Colony of New England Women, as well as of the Eastern Star. 
Mrs. Andrus has a number of interesting family lines. Her Stetson 
line is the same as that of the John B. Stetson hat manufacturer. 
Her Perry line is the same as that of Commodore Perry, who was 
victorious in the Battle of Lake Erie in 1813. 

Mr. and Mrs. Andrus live at the Knickerbocker Hotel, 1028 East 
Juneau Avenue, Milwaukee, and have a summer home on Booth Lake, 
near Kast Troy, Wisconsin. They have one son, Frank Stetson 
Andrus, who was born April 30, 1928, and is attending the Riverside 
high school in Milwaukee. 


HON. JOHN E. MCMULLEN. Richly endowed with those qualities 
which make for honorable manhood and progressive citizenship John 
E. McMullen, whose youthful advantages were few, carved out for 
himself a most enviable name and position as both a lawyer and 
lawmaker of Wisconsin. He lived for many years in Chilton, where 
he died in 1922, at the age of seventy-nine years, having been born 
October 7, 1843. He was a native of Kingston, Canada, and a son 
of William V. and Mary (Nugent) McMullen, whose parents had 
emigrated from Scotland to Canada in pioneer times. William V. 
McMullen, with his family of eight children, removed from the north- 
ern dominion to Wisconsin in 1853, settling in Calumet County. 
He and his brother-in-law, Henry B. Nugent, built the first sawmill 
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at Brillon, Wisconsin, and Mr. McMullen, who was a farmer by 
occupation, became the owner of land on part of which the town 
of Chilton was built. He aided largely in promoting the growth and 
development of that section of the state up to the time of his death, 
which occurred in 1861. 

In his youth and early manhood John E. McMullen worked at 
farming and at lumbering. He had pursued his early education in 
the district schools near his boyhood home and later he attended 
the University of Wisconsin, working his way through, his industry 
and economy supplying him with the necessary funds for his tuition 
and other college expenses. He had tried to enlist in the Union Army 
but was rejected, but while a student of the university in 1864 he 
again enlisted, becoming a member of Company D of the Fortieth 
Wisconsin Infantry, which was made up of University of Wisconsin 
students. He served for several months in the army and early 
proved his loyalty to the cause of the country. 

In early manhood Mr. McMullen engaged in teaching school in 
Manitowoc County and then enrolled as a student in the University 
of Michigan, where again through his own resources he met the 
expenses of his course. He was graduated from the law school at 
Ann Arbor with the class of 1868 and in the same year began prac- 
ticing in Chilton, where his record was marked by steady and con- 
tinuous advancement that brought him to an outstanding position 
among the leading attorneys giving their attention to corporate and 
railroad law, his broad knowledge enabling him to speak with au- 
thority upon questions of that character. 

For ten years, from 1868 until 1878, Mr. McMullen served as 
district attorney, and his record received uniform commendation 
from the bench and bar. In 1880 he was elected mayor of Chilton, 
becoming the third to hold that municipal executive office. He was 
prominent in the Democratic circles of the state and attended many 
of the state conventions, in which his opinions carried much weight. 
He was also a delegate to national conventions of the party and had 
personal acquaintance with many of its standard bearers. He was a 
candidate for Congress from the Highth congressional district in 
1906 and he had previously served as a member of the State Senate 
from 1895 to 1899, during which time he left the impress of his 
individuality upon the legislative annals of the state by his fearless 
Support of all that he believed would prove of benefit to the common- 
wealth. In all civic affairs, local, state and national, he took an active 
part and his attitude was ever a progressive one, 

Mr. McMullen greatly enjoyed his association with his old army 
comrades through his membership in the Grand Army of the Repub- 
lic and its little bronze emblem he always proudly wore. He also 
belonged to Chilton Lodge, F. & A. M., to the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows and the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. He 
was one of the organizers of the Wisconsin State Bar Association 
and a member of the American Bar and Calumet County Bar associa- 
tions. He was a speaker of note who often addressed the public on 
matters of general interest and importance. A lover of fine horses, 
he owned a stable of fine racing stock and this constituted his chief 
form of diversion from his professional cares. He had no financial 
assistance at the outset of his career, nor any aid to act as a stim- 
ulant to his ambition, but he became a very successful man of affairs 
who in every relation of life measured up to high standards. 

On the 238d of January, 1871, Mr. McMullen married Clarissa 
Ebert, who was of French descent, the name being originally Hebert, 
but because of the pronunciation, the first consonant being silent; 
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the spelling was changed to Ebert. Mrs. McMullen was born in 
Plattsburg, New York, and came with the family to this state, set- 
tlement being first made in Fond du Lac, while later a removal was 
made to Chilton, where her parents, David and Clotilde Ebert, were 
among the pioneer residents, her father there engaging in business 
as a hardware merchant. Mrs. McMullen, who was a member of St. 
Augustine’s Catholic Church of Chilton, died in 1927, at the age of 
seventy-seven years. The family numbered two sons and five daugh- 
ters. One of the sons, Colin E. McMullen, became a member of the 
bar but died in 1902, and one of the daughters, Geraldine V. McMul- 
len, also took up the practice of law, which she now follows in Mil- 
waukee. 


GERALDINE VIVIAN MCMULLEN was at one time a member of the 
only firm of women lawyers in Wisconsin. She is now practicing 
independently in Milwaukee, where she first opened an office in 1920, 
although her connection with the bar of this city has not been con- 
tinuous. The recognition of her ability gives her high rating as a 
capable and progressive attorney and she is also numbered among 
the influential members of the Democratic party in Milwaukee. 

Born and reared in Chilton, Calumet County, Wisconsin, she is 
a daughter of J. E. and Clarissa (Hbert) McMullen, the former 
an active and well known member of the Wisconsin bar. In- her 
girlhood instead of playing with dolls or wanting to be a nurse or 
a schoolteacher she spent her time largely in her father’s law office 
and in attending the court sessions, for it was her ambition to follow 
in her father’s footsteps along professional lines. 

Knowing the value of a broad educational foundation she eagerly 
availed herself of the opportunity to attend Lawrence College, where 
she was graduated with the class of 1917. In her student days she 
participated in the debating and oratorical contests and she special- 
ized in the study of history and psychology to better fit herself for 
becoming an active member of the bar. She spent one year in the 
study of law at the University of Wisconsin and then continued her 
preparation for the bar in Marquette University, where she was 
graduated in 1920 with the LL.B. degree. She is a member of the 
national legal sorority Kappa Beta Pi. Following the completion 
of her course she spent a few months in the law oflice of Charles E. 
Hammersley and in 1921 formed a partnership with the late Rose 
Horwitz and under the firm name of McMullen & Horwitz engaged 
in the general practice of law in Milwaukee, this being the only firm 
of women lawyers in the state. She was thus engaged until 1926, 
when she went to Chicago, where she engaged in general practice 
for about seven years or until 19383. 

Miss McMullen took an active part in Democratic politics in Ili- 
nois. She has always closely studied the vital political situations and 
problems, is ever well informed on the issues of the day and became 
known as a political speaker of note in Illinois and an active cam- 
paign worker. 

In 1933 Miss McMullen returned to Milwaukee and the following 
year went to Madison, where she became associated with the legal 
department of the Home Owners Loan Corporation. With that or- 
ganization she again came to Milwaukee in December, 1935, and 
was here associated with its legal department until she resumed pri- 
vate practice in July, 1939. She now continues in general practice 
and at the same time does special work for the government. 

Miss McMullen was one of the organizers of the Portia Club, out 
of which has grown the Wisconsin Women Lawyers Association, and 
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she is likewise a member of the National Women’s Bar Association. 
She continues her interest in things political and in 1940 had the 
distinction of being the only woman alternate to the Democratic 
national convention. She derives great pleasure from reading, to 
which she devotes much of her leisure. She is also an excellent bridge 
player and a good golfer, and she enjoys the domestic side of life in 
the preparation of meals, her friends bearing testimony to her skill 
in cookery. Above all things she is an ardent feminist and makes 
talks before many civic clubs on subjects relating to woman’s place 
in the law and woman’s rights. She is in touch with the trend of 
modern thought and current events and her keen mentality enables 
her to readily discriminate between the essential and non-essential. 

MILTON THOMAS MurRRAY, whose active association with the Mil- 
waukee bar dates from 1927, has also left an indelible impress upon 
the annals of the state as one of its lawmakers and his efforts in 
behalf of public progress have been far-reaching and resultant. Born 
in Milwaukee, June 1, 1898, he is a son of Stephen and Catherine 
(Foy) Murray, the mother a native of Ireland. His father, who 
was born in Massachusetts, learned and followed shoemaking. Both 
have now departed this life. 

Milton T. Murray is a graduate of the West Division high school 
of Milwaukee and during his student days there was prominent in 
athletics and established a scholastic half-mile track record in 1917 
that was unbeaten in the city and state until 1926. While in high 
schoo] Mr. Murray began working to meet the expenses of acquiring 
an education and carrying out his early formed desire of becoming 
an attorney-at-law. His educational progress was attested by his 
graduation from the Milwaukee State Teachers College, after which 
he spent ten years as a teacher and athletic coach. From 1920 until 
1923 he taught at the South Milwaukee high school and he coached 
all the athletic activities in the Marquette University high school, 
during which time basketball, football and track work were intro- 
duced as major sports in that institution. His basketball teams of 
1924 and 1925 made outstanding records. In 1924 and 1925 the 
team was finalist and runner-up in the national Catholic high school 
championship contest. The records of his football and track teams 
were also most creditable. 

From 1926 to 19380 Mr. Murray was basketball coach at the Mil- 
waukee State Teachers College, during which time his teams had 
the championship of all state colleges. He also served as field coach 
in football and in track contests and the Milwaukee State Teachers 
College cross-country teams were also champions of state college 
teams during his four years there and during two of the four years 
the football teams which he coached made outstanding records. 
While thus engaged in coaching and teaching Mr. Murray had begun 
the study of law and was graduated from Marquette University 
with the Bachelor of Laws degree and admitted to the bar August 11, 
1927. He also did special work at the University of Chicago in 
social science. 

Opening a law office in Milwaukee in 1930 Mr. Murray has since 
engaged in practice and he seems richly endowed with those quali- 
fications that make for success in the courts. He has also been most 
active and has exerted a marked influence over politics as a supporter 
of the Republican party and was its candidate for the Legislature 
in 1928. Although defeated in that year he was elected to represent 
his district in the General Assembly in 1930 and served for four 
consecutive terms as the representative from the Fourteenth district 
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of Milwaukee County, which includes the town of Milwaukee, the 
villages of Fox Point, River Hills, Shorewood and Whitefish Bay 
and the Kighteenth ward of the city of Milwaukee. In 1939 he was 
elected to the State Senate from the Fourth senatorial district, and 
while serving in the Assembly he did much to guide legislation in 
those ways which he deemed vital and beneficial to the commonwealth. 
He considered deeply the questions that came up for settlement and 
his support of a measure was an indication of his firm faith in its 
efficacy as a factor in good government. He is the author of the 
arbitration law of Wisconsin, the American Creed Day law, likewise 
of the state tenure law and other legisiation affecting teachers and 
education. He introduced into the Senate and secured the passage 
of a bill by the Assembly for an appropriation of $50,000 to help 
bring the 1941 session of the national convention of the American 
Legion to Milwaukee. He served in the Student Army Training 
Corps at the State Teachers College and now has membership in the 
North Shore Post of the Legion at Shorewood. He also belongs 
to the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, the Fraternal Order 
of Eagles and the Knights of Columbus. The last named indicates 
his connection with the Catholic faith, he being a member of St. 
Robert’s Catholic Church and he is on the speaker’s bureau of the 
Holy Name Society. He is a lover of all kinds of manly sports, in 
which he participates when it does not interfere with his professional 
and public duties. He belongs to the Milwaukee County, Wisconsin 
State and American Bar associations and his loyalty to his clients’ 
interests is proverbial, yet he never forgets the higher allegiance 
which he owes to the majesty of the law. 

On the 38rd of August, 1926, Mr. Murray married Margaret Burns, 
a daughter of John and Mary (McCann) Burns, her father having 
been a dealer in coal and wood at Watertown, Wisconsin, but now 
makes his home in Milwaukee, where he is living retired from busi- 
ness. Mr. and Mrs. Murray have one son, John Milton. 


Howarp L. CARVER is the president of the Carver Ice Cream 
Company of Oshkosh, where the business has been carried on for 
more than a third of a century, having been established in 1909. 
In the intervening period to the present it has become one of the 
important commercial interests of the city, with a trade that covers 
a considerable section of the state. 

Mr. Carver was born in Reedsburg, Wisconsin, October 28, 1876, 
a son of Zalmon T. and Elizabeth (Williams) Carver. His grand- 
father on the paternal side, also named Zalmon Carver, was a native 
of Rochester, New York, and on removing to the Middle West settled 
first in Iowa but after a short time became a resident of Reedsburg, 
where he conducted a successful business as a merchant and lumber 
dealer. His son, Zalmon Carver, also became a dealer in lumber, 
but at the time of the Civil War he put aside all business and per- 
sonal considerations, enlisting in the Union Army as a member of an 
Iowa regiment. In his military service he was following in the 
footsteps of his father, who had been a captain in the State Militia 
of New York in 1813. On the maternal side Howard L. Carver is a 
grandson of John Williams, who came from Wales. 

In the grade and high schools of Reedsburg, Mr. Carver pursued 
his education. He became a resident of Oshkosh in 1909, and his 
progress in the business circles of the city has been continuous since 
he established the Ice Cream Company of which he has since been the 
head. The original location of the business was at 714 South Main 
Street, but the quarters there soon proved inadequate to the demands 
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of his growing trade and in 1917 he purchased a lot and built a sub- 
stantial two-story brick building at the corner of Merritt and Broad 
streets, the structure being eighty-eight by one hundred and twenty 
feet. Later he purchased an additional tract, fifty by one hundred 
and twenty feet, and when his increasing business warranted he 
built an addition, forty-four by one hundred and twenty feet, so that 
he now has an extensive plant. The building is light and airy and the 
most sanitary conditions prevail in the care of the milk and other 
ingredients used in manufacturing the ice cream and other products 
which they handle. Employment is given thirty-five people and their 
dairy products and ice cream are sold all over the east central section 
of the state. Howard L. Carver has always been the manager of the 
company and, taking his two sons into the business, Paul C. is now 
the vice president of the company with Watson W. as secretary 
and treasurer. The excellence of their output insures them a liberal 
and continued patronage. Their equipment is all motor driven 
except the milk delivery route in town, while motor trucks are used 
for outside delivery. 

Mr. Carver married Isabelle Wyse, of Reedsburg, Wisconsin, a 
daughter of William A. and Mary Emma (Sallade) Wyse, the Sallade 
family coming from Lycoming County, Pennsylvania, and settling 
at Spring Green, Wisconsin. William A. Wyse was a son of John 
Wyse, who came from Scotland to the United States and resided at 
Claremont, New Hampshire. William A. Wyse was the first student 
from the University of Wisconsin to enlist for service in the Civil 
War, becoming a member of Company K of the Thirteenth Wisconsin 
Volunteers. He always proudly wore the little bronze button that 
proclaimed him a member of the Grand Army of the Republic, served 
as commander of his local post and as State Commander and also 
was a member of the staff of Governor Peck. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carver had a family of three sons. The eldest, 
Watson W., married Bernice Brink, of Oshkosh, and his children 
are Hugh W. and William Howard. Watson Carver is a Mason 
and a member of the American Legion, having served with the 
United States Engineers in France during the first World War. 
Paul C., the second son, spent three years in college, completing his 
studies at the University of Wisconsin. He enlisted for service in 
World War I and is a member of the American Legion, serving as 
commander of the local post in 1982. He likewise belongs to the 
Masonic fraternity. He married Belle L. Windle, of Brooklyn, Mich- 
igan, and their children are Gloria and John Converse. Charles H., 
the youngest son of the family, died in 1916. 


VoyTA WRABETZ. There is perhaps no man in Wisconsin and 
few in the entire country who have devoted as much time, thought 
and study to the administration of the workmen’s compensation 
laws, labor laws in general and particularly to the question of indus- 
trial safety as has Voyta Wrabetz. He has been identified with the 
state’s Industrial Commission since 1919, first as examiner and later 
as commissioner and chairman of the commission. His present 
term of office will continue until 1949. His has been a valuable 
service to mankind from both the educational and the practical stand- 
point, and his comprehensive knowledge of labor conditions enables 
him to speak with authority upon problems that come within the 
scope of his office. 

Mr. Wrabetz was born in Kewaunee, Wisconsin, March 20, 1880, 
a son of John Wrabetz, whose father, Frank Wrabetz, a native of 
Moravia, died in New York when on. his way to Milwaukee, Wis- 
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consin. John Wrabetz was born in Zjar, Moravia, and accompanied 
his parents to the United States in 1858, being then about fourteen 
years of age, as he was born June 9, 1839. When a boy he had been 
apprenticed to the wagonmaker’s trade, which he afterward followed 
in Milwaukee and in Rochester, Wisconsin, and prior to the Civil 
War he owned and operated a wagon factory and blacksmith shop 
in Kewaunee. In 1862 he responded to the call of the Union and 
became a member of Company A, Twenty-seventh Wisconsin Regi- 
ment, with which he served until 1865. For several years after the 
war he again engaged in wagon making and later owned and oper- 
ated a meat market and engaged in the stone contracting business, 
having tugs and scows with which he transported limestone rock. 
He was also active in connection with public affairs, was a leader 
in Republican politics in his home community, served as sheriff and 
as county treasurer and was otherwise prominent in civic interests. 
In 1899 he retired to Madison, where his death occurred in March, 
1923. His wife, Mrs. Mary (Hrbek) Wrabetz, was born in Bohemia 
and came with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Hrbek, to Wis- 
consin, the family home being established in Kewaunee, where the 
father engaged in farming. Mrs. Wrabetz passed away in 1883, at 
the age of thirty-nine years, while her husband was about eighty- 
four years of age at the time of his demise. 

Voyta Wrabetz pursued his education in the public schools of 
Kewaunee until graduation from the high school with valedictorian 
honors as a member of the class of 1898. He passed the first grade 
teachers’ examination and in 1898 taught in a country school in 
order to earn money to meet the expenses of a college education. 
Entering the University of Wisconsin, he partly paid his way by 
working on farms in the summer seasons and by eanvassing. He 
was graduated from the College of Letters and Science in 1903 and 
from the College of Law in 1906. While at the University he was 
a member of the Philomathia Literary Society, which he represented 
on the winning joint debating team, and he also participated in the 
mathematics seminar and presented several papers on original study. 
He was likewise ivy orator, was elected to Phi Beta Kappa and played 
halfback on the football team in 1903, 1904 and 1905. 

Following his admission to the bar in 1906, Mr. Wrabetz began 
the practice of law in Madison and for five years was senior partner 
in the firm of Wrabetz & Kelsey, while from 1911 to 1916 he was 
-associated with John T. Kenney. He also taught part time in the 
Wisconsin Academy for three years and was draftsman in the Legis- 
lative Reference Library from 1911 to 1919, save in the legislative 
sessions of 1917 and 1919. From September, 1917, until January, 
1919, he was principal of the Madison high school and for six months 
thereafter, or until July, 1919, he was assistant superintendent of 
schools. 

It was in July, 1919, that Mr. Wrabetz became identified with 
the Industrial Commission as an examiner. He has been a commis- 
sioner since February 1, 1927, and has been chairman since 1932, 
receiving appointments from four different governors. A contem- 
porary writer has written of him as follows: ‘During this period 
(as examiner) he had an opportunity as an attorney to analyze 
thousands of actual cases involving every kind of industrial acci- 
dent. It is obvious that a survey of this kind would include a 
detailed analysis of both minor and major industrial accidents as 
they may affect the employe, the industry and the community. 

Mr. Wrabetz is a pioneer in the Wisconsin safety movement. He 
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is and has been of great assistance to industries as a consultant on 
safety educational work. He has appeared on safety programs at 
almost every safety school and conference in the Middle West. Each 
year he has been chosen as a speaker on the main programs of the 
Wisconsin regional safety conferences. He is an executive member 
of the advisory committee of the Wisconsin Council of Safety. He 
is credited with the advancement of the safety movement in the 
State of Wisconsin, and his advice has been sought by many indus- 
trial organizations and safety councils in the Middle West. The 
Industrial Commission is situated in a unique position, having direct 
contact with so many hundreds of industries in carrying on safety 
and sanitation work and administering the many safety orders and 
enforcing them in accordance with the Workmen’s Compensation 
Law.” 

In addition to his interest and untiring efforts in the prevention 
of accidents Mr. Wrabetz has made many valuable contributions to 
the development of labor laws and their administration. He has led 
many discussions on labor standards, social security, unemployment 
compensation, workmen’s compensation, occupational diseases and 
rehabilitation. He has written many articles for papers, medical 
journals and industrial magazines and has delivered many addresses 
on these subjects. He is recognized as an authority in these fields. 
In June, 1989, he delivered an exhaustive address on silicosis legis- 
lation and administration at the Fourth Silicosis Symposium at 
Saranac Lake, New York. 

While serving as a member of the Industrial Commission Mr. 
Wrabetz also served as chairman of the Labor Relations Board dur- 
ing the years 1937-1939. 

In 1988-39 Mr. Wrabetz was president of the International Asso- 
ciation of Industrial Accident Boards and Commissions. In 1939 
he was vice president and in 1940 president of the International 
Association of Governmental Labor Officials. He has been re-elected 
to and is still serving in this position, the first time any one govern- 
mental labor official has been singled out for such recognition. He 
is today the dean of labor officials of the United States. 

During recent years he has been one of the leaders in the fight 
against the centralization of governmental power in Washington in 
those functions of government relating to the operation of the employ- 
ment services, unemployment compensation and labor laws. 

In addition to his other interests he is a director of the Com- 
mercial State Bank. His recreational interest is in gardening and 
the cultivation of flowers. He is president of St. Xavier’s Retreat 
Club, is a trustee of Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church of Madison 
and a member of the Knights of Columbus. 

On the 23rd of November, 1909, Mr. Wrabetz married Florence 
Lyons, of Madison, the daughter of Martin and Nellie (Grady) Lyons. 
Prior to her marriage Mrs. Wrabetz was a kindergarten teacher and 
she is now active in the Catholic Woman’s Club. They have three 
children: Mary, John A. and Richard C. The daughter, Mary, was 
born January 28, 1914, and received her B. A. degree from the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin. She was teaching at Truax Field when she 
contracted cerebral meningitis and died March 15, 1948. She had 
married William B. Fox, and they had one son, Philip A., born May 18, 
1941. John A. Wrabetz, the oldest son, was born March 17, 1917. He 
attended the University of Wisconsin and is now with the State Indus- 
trial Commission. He married Virginia Breckenridge. They have 
one son, John A. Jr. Richard C., the youngest of the family, was 
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born January 20, 1923, and attended the University of Wisconsin. 
In June, 1942, he enlisted in the United States Army Air Corps and 
is now serving with the ground crew at an air field in Puerto Rico. 


Dr. WILLIAM HARRISON LINKE was a successful and capable mem- 
ber of the medical profession in Milwaukee for a third of a century. 
He always entertained and followed the highest ideals of professional 
service and he was always keenly interested in the subject of citizen- 
ship, exemplifying in his own life his high standards in that connec- 
tion. Born in Janesville, Wisconsin, January 28, 1856, he died in 
Milwaukee June 20, 1930. His parents were Henry and Hannah 
(Harrison) Linke, the former a native of Hanover, Germany, while 
the mother was born in Wakefield, England. Henry Linke left Eu- 
rope in 1853 to seek a home in the United States and first settled 
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, where he remained until 1855, when 
he became a resident of Janesville. He was a bootmaker and fol- 
lowed his trade until he put aside all business and personal consid- 
eration to become a soldier of the Union Army, enlisting in Company 
A, Thirteenth Regiment of Wisconsin Infantry. After the fall of 
Richmond this command was sent to Texas and marched one hun- 
dred and forty-five miles from Indianola, Texas, to San Antonio, 
with the temperature ranging above one hundred degrees. Mr. Linke 
was mustered out of the army on November 25, 1865, and resumed 
his trade of bootmaking in Janesville, where he remained until 1869 
and then removed to Hillsboro, Wisconsin. He died March 12, 1881. 
His wife was a daughter of Benjamin and Hannah (Hall) Harrison, 
natives of England, who in 1853 became residents of Milwaukee, 
where the father followed the coopering trade. 

Dr. William Harrison Linke pursued his early education in the 
schools of Janesville and of Hillsboro and afterward followed sev: 
eral lines of work until he could save enough to meet the expenses 
of a college course, for it was his ambition to enter upon a profes- 
sional career. When industry and economy had yielded him sufficient 
funds he entered the University of Wisconsin and while there was a 
classmate of Robert La Follette. He had decided to take up the prac- 
tice of medicine and with that end in view he matriculated in the 
Wisconsin College of Physicians and Surgeons and reached his grad- 
uation on April 6, 1897. While a medical student he worked as a 
mail clerk, thus meeting the expenses of the course. This was char- 
acteristic of Doctor Linke, who was truly a self-made man in the 
best sense of the term. Obstacles and difliculties in his path seemed 
to serve as an impetus for renewed effort on his part and with the 
passing years he made steady advancement in his chosen field. 
After his graduation he opened an office in Milwaukee, where he 
continued his practice until his demise and he was also assistant 
professor of anatomy and histology in the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons for several years. 

During World War I Doctor Linke served as a member of the 
medical advisory board. He gave his political allegiance to the Dem- 
ocratic party and fraternally he was connected with the Catholic 
Order of Foresters. He had a national reputation as a philatelist 
and he lectured all over the country on the subject of stamp collect- 
ing, while for three terms he served.as president of the Milwaukee 
Philately Society. His collection of stamps, which was a very large 
and valuable one, containing many rare specimens of great worth, 
was exhibited at various national conventions of philatelists, and he 
wrote many articles upon the subject, on which he was widely con- 
sidered an authority. 
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On the 80th of January, 1883, Doctor Linke married Sarah Jane 
Neville, a daughter of Philip and Alice (Carey) Neville. Her father, 
who was a tanner, died in young manhood, being only thirty-seven 
years of age at the time of his death. Mrs. Linke’s death occurred 
April 23, 1934, she having survived her husvand for about four 
years, as he had passed away in 1980. He had always occupied a 
high place in the regard of his fellow townsmen. He was an excep- 
tionally well-read man, having been a student all his life, his reading 
covering a wide range. He was thoroughly familiar with the Bible 
and was deeply interested in subjects of government and citizenship, 
so that his knowledge gave him leadership along those lines and con- 
tributed to public improvement. 

FRANK THOMAS LINKE. It was on the 4th of August, 1924, that 
Frank Thomas Linke was admitted to the Wisconsin bar, since 
which time he has practiced in Milwaukee, carrying on his work 
independently of partnership relations. Born in Milwaukee, Septem- 
ber 10, 1888, he is a son of Dr. and Mrs. William Harrison Linke, 
mentioned elsewhere in this work, and is of the fourth generation 
of the family in the new world. He passed through consecutive 
grades in the public schools and after his graduation from the West 
Division high school attended Marquette University. He also did 
special work in the Robert Johnston School of Finance of Marquette 
University and he took accounting in the extension division of the 
University of Wisconsin. Decision as to his life work fell upon the 
law after graduation from Marquette in 1924, this supplementing 


two years of study in the Landon Art School. From October 1, 1918, 


until October 1, 1924, while attending Marquette, he was associated 
with the Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company, employed 
in the accounting-secretarial division and associated with the legal 
department during the time of the framing of optional forms of set- 
tlement of policies, being connected with the work during the devel- 
opment stage of such policies. 

Prior to taking _up his law studies Mr. Linke had enlisted, Sep- 
tember 1, 1917, for service in the first World War, as a member of 
the Officers Reserve Corps but he was rejected because of physical 
disability. However he served in connection with the organized work 
of the draft board in the Nineteenth and Twenty-fifth wards and he 
assisted in the work of the medical examining board until the end 
of the war, thus rendering all possible service to his country. 

Beginning his law practice in 1924, Mr. Linke has won a cred- 
itable place at the Milwaukee bar and in his practice specializes in 
insurance and probate law, being particularly well informed con- 
cerning those branches of legal knowledge. From 1924 until 1935 
he was a member of the firm of Linke & Rossink, but has since prac- 
ticed alone. He is a keen student of law and government, constantly 
broadening his knowledge along those lines through wide reading 
and investigation and his keen mentality is shown in his thorough 
mastery of questions which arise in connection with his court work. 

Mr. Linke is of the Catholic faith, with membership in St. Thomas 
Aquinas Church, while in the Catholic Order of Foresters he has 
served as chief ranger of his local court for three terms. He has 
long been interested in the study of history and biography and those 
subjects which are ever a mental stimulus claim the major part of 
his spare time and attention. He says that his hobby is whittling, 
not necessarily wood carving, although he does some of that, but 
whittling, whereby he fills a leisure hour, although there are few 
such in his life. 
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LEONARD CASIMIR FONS, lawyer, business man, sportsman and 
political leader, was born October 30, 1903, in Milwaukee, where 
he still makes his home, a son of Louis A. Fons, mentioned elsewhere 
in this publication. He attended the parochial schools and after 
his graduation from Campion Academy at Prairie du Chien, Wis- 
consin, in 1921, he studied arts and sciences in the same school until 
1922. While there he was a member of the debating team and the 
football team and was also connected with the dramatic interests 
of the school. Entering Marquette University, he there won his 


Bachelor of Arts degree in 1925 and participated in the debating | 


work, being a member of the Marquette University team. He became } 


a member of the Crown and Anchor Literary Society and three 
fraternities, Alpha Chi, Delta Theta Phi and Delta Sigma Rho, of 
which he was made an honorary member. Leaving Marquette, he 
entered Georgetown University of Washington, D. C., where he 
gained his Bachelor of Laws degree in 1928 and there continued a 
member of the legal fraternity Delta Theta Phi. 

On the 8rd of August, 1928, Mr. Fons was admitted to the bar 
and has since followed his profession in Milwaukee, where he has 
largely confined his attention to tax, probate and corporation law as 
a member of the firm of Fons, Stoecker & Mietus. While his prac- 
tice is now important and he is accorded a large clientele, he also 
finds time for other business interests and is now a director of Fons 
& Company and other corporations. 

Leonard Fons has long been actively connected with politics, his 
interest being aroused when in his youth he drove Senator Robert 
M. La Follette Sr. around to his speaking engagements in Milwaukee. 
He represented the Eighth district in the State Senate from 1931 to 
1935 and was very zealous in his support of unemployment compensa- 
tion and moratorium legislation affecting the banks, mortgage com- 
panies and insurance companies. He was the author of the measure 
(senate bill 102) which provided unemployment relief pensions and 
was the first law of its kind to be passed in any state of the United 
States of America. He gives his Support to the Republican party. His 
attitude concerning public measures has always been to forward the 
best interests of all the people. Leonard Fons also has membership 
in the National Polish Alliance, the Polish Association of America, 
the Knights of Columbus, the Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Kilks and the Fraternal Order of Eagles, and in the last named was 
chairman of the old age pension committee, and also was decorated 
defender of Eagledom. He belongs to the Tuckaway Country Club 
and is one of the outstanding golfers of Milwaukee, having partici- 
pated in all the big open tournaments throughout the country since 
1919. His military experience came when he Served as a first lieu- 
tenant of the Reserve Officers Training Corps during his college days. 
Along professional lines his connection is with the Milwaukee County 
Bar Association, the Wisconsin State Bar Association, the American 
Bar Association and the Nationa] Lawyers Guild. 

Mr. Fons is a pigeon fancier and is the owner of “Breakers Loft,” 
containing some of the finest racing pigeon champions. He imports 
the finest birds from Belgium and France and crosses these with 
domestic chayzpions to byegd a more speedy stream-lined carrior rac- 
ing pigeon. Tje'is a member of the Ace Homing Club and a charter 
member of the Premier Racing Pigeon Society. He is nationally 
known for his winners and sells birds all over the country. 

During his college days Mr. Fons was married in June, 1927, to 
Marjorie Driscoll, of Milwaukee, and they have four children: Mary 
June, Leonard Case, Nancy Ann and Philip Francis. Mr. Fons is 
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/ a member of St. Josephat’s and also of the Immaculate Conception 


Catholic Church and his wife is active in the Woman’s Guild and in 
Misericordia Hospital. Such is the life record of Leonard C. Fons, 


_one of Milwaukee’s representative and leading lawyers, who in 
_ addition to his private practice has given service to athletics and 


sports. He has been keenly interested in the civic and political life 
of Milwaukee and Wisconsin. In 1940 he ran for circuit judge, 
receiving one of the largest votes on record, only to lose the election 
by a few votes in the longest recount and canvass in Wisconsin elec- 
tions. 

He worked with the late Governor-elect Orland §. Loomis, then 
state senator, the campaign finally being consummated in the 
election of his dearest friend and senatorial roommate as governor 
of Wisconsin in 1942, 

He has always fought well and hard for those persons whose 
principles he believed to be right. 


EDWARD J. LEDVINA is not only superintendent of the Bell Tele- 
phone Company at Oshkosh but is also one of the most valued and 
worthwhile citizens here, helpfully interested in everything pertaining 
to the welfare and progress of city and state. Wisconsin numbers 
him among her native sons, for he was born in Oconto, March 19, 
1888, his parents being James and Catherine (Sterel) Ledvina. His 
grandfather was Wenzel Ledvina, who brought his family from his 
native land, Bohemia, to the new world and settled in Franklin 
township, Manitowoc County, Wisconsin, where he secured a tract 
of wild land that he cultivated and improved until his death. His 
son, James Ledvina, gave his attention to work in a lumber mill but 
died in 1898. Upon his widow devolved the task of rearing their 
family of eight children, and while she had no financial assistance 
she possessed indomitable energy, will and courage and overcame the 
many obstacles she encountered in providing for her family, which 
included James, Charles, Libby, Joe, Edward J., Kmma, Agnes and 
Helen. Each child early learned to help ease her burden in any way 
he could as the years passed by, and the mother lived to see her 
children well established in their respective positions in life, each of 
her sons occupying places of executive control. She lived to the age 
of seventy-four years, passing away in 1938. 

Edward J. Ledvina attributes his success in large measure to 
the aid, influence and teachings of his mother, who, no matter how 
dark things looked and how discouraged any of her little brood 
became, always had a smile, a cheery admonition and an encouraging 
word for them. His first job, taken when a young lad, was that of 
carrying water at the lumber mill. He was the sixth in order of 
birth in the family and was only ten years of age when his father 
died. He went to grade and high school in Oconto but in every 
spare minute there was.some sort of work to do and he early learned 
the value of industry and economy. He was very successful as a 
bootblack, his work netting him a neat income because he took his 
task seriously and determined he would shine shoes better than 
anyone else, thus gaining the public patronage. 

For thirty-seven years Mr. Ledvina has been with the Bell Tele- 
phone Company. He joined the corporation at Oconto in 1906 as a 
collector and installer of phones, being then eighteen years of age. 
In August, 1909, he went to Shawano, Wisconsin, as manager of the 
Telephone Company, remaining there until January 1, 1922, when 
he was called to the Oshkosh office as assistant manager, and on the 
Ist of July, 1930, was advanced to the position of manager, in which 
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responsible position he has since continued, and he has now rounded 
out thirty-seven years of service with the company, a fact which stands 
in incontrovertible evidence of his capability and fidelity to the inter- 
ests which he represents. There are now one hundred and fifty 
employes under his direct supervision, with 9,300 subscribers and 
10,500 phones, and he sees to it at all times that the service rendered 
is of the highest standard. 

Mr. Ledvina is a very civic minded man and feels that everyone 
in a community has a place to fill and a duty to perform. He is 
called on continually to head public enterprises and gives of his 
time and effort whenever he feels that he can advance a worthy 
cause, improve public conditions or assist a fellowman. Having 
known bitter want in his early youth he learned that hard work, 
dependability and sincerity bring success and satisfaction, so has 
little patience with the fellow who watches the clock. Although Mr. 
Ledvina can afford to give his children comforts he never knew in 
his earlier years he insists that they think and plan for themselves, 
thus arousing their initiative and their ambition. He is now serving 
as county chairman of the Defense Council. He is a member of 
St. John’s English Lutheran Church, was president of the Boy Scouts 
for seven years and has also rendered helpful assistance to the 
Camp Fire Girls. Fraternally he is connected with Masonry, in 
which he has attained the Knight Templar degree, with the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows, the Knights of Pythias and the 
Kiwanis Club, in all of which he has been active, doing much to 
further their plans and high purposes. 

In 1913 Mr. Ledvina married Emma Kawkalski, of Shawano, a 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Adam Kawkalski. The children of this 
marriage are: Edward J. Jr., who was born August 16, 1916, and 
is a graduate of the University of Michigan, since which time he 
has become a district forester and is now living at Wisconsin Rapids; 
Mary Jane, who was born February 28, 1922, and attended the 
Oshkosh State Teachers College; and Robert J., who was born Febru- 
ary 2, 1927, and is now in his third year in high school. Mr. 
Ledvina’s interests center in his family and business and yet when 
leisure permits he obtains considerable enjoyment from hunting and 
fishing. 


SUEL ORR ARNOLD, who was admitted to the Wisconsin bar in 
1924, has practiced in Milwaukee since 19380. He was born July 11, 
1897, in Whiting, Iowa, a son of William Benjamin and Etta 
(Beaver) Arnold. The father, who belonged to a pioneer family of 
Sloan, Iowa, became a pharmacist of Whiting and in 1903 came to 
Wisconsin because of ill health. He lived at Ladysmith for a year or 
two and then, having regained his health, engaged in the lumber 
business for a time, while subsequently he carried on agricultural 
pursuits, having a farm near Ingraham. He took an active interest 
in all public and civic affairs and served as a member of the school 
board and of the town board. His death occurred in 1936, when 
he was sixty-eight years of age. His wife, who also was a native of 
Iowa, belonged to an old Pennsylvania Dutch family. Her people left 
the Keystone state to become residents of Illinois and afterward 
continued on their westward way to the vicinity of Sloan, Iowa. 

Suel O. Arnold is a graduate of the Sloan high school and in 1917, 
when about twenty years of age, he enlisted for service in the first 
World War, becoming a member of Battery B, One Hundred and 
Twentieth Field Artillery, Thirty-second Division of the American 
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Expeditionary Forces, with which he served as a corporal until 
receiving his discharge in April, 1919. 

With his return home Mr. Arnold entered the University of Wis- 
consin, where he studied law until winning his LL.B. degree in 1924. 
He became a member of Gamma Eta Gamma, a law fraternity, and 
of the Acacia Society. From 1924 until 1930 he Was assistant 
attorney general, engaged in the trial work of the Public Service 
Commission, the Insurance Department and the Tax Commission 
and tried cases before the United States Supreme Court. He had 
worked his way through the University as a stenographer and re- 
porter in the attorney general’s office and this had given him the 
experience that enabled him to carry on his later duties. He had 
also worked in connection with the highway department and as 
secretary to Professor O’Shea, and the industry and determination 
which he displayed in acquiring his education have characterized his 
entire life. 

When his work as assistant attorney general was concluded he 
came to Milwaukee, where he has continuously practiced. From 
1930 until 1935 he was associated with the firm of Bottum, Hudnall, 
Lecher, Hay & McIntyre and in 1935 became a member of the firm of 
Dougherty, Arnold & Ky ett, engaged in practice in connection with 
corporation, casualty, marine insurance, admiralty and trial work. 
His knowledge along these lines is comprehensive and accurate and 
he is an effective counselor and advocate in his particular field. 
He has lectured before district meetings of the State Bar Association 
on the new rules of federal procedure, which were adopted in 1938. 

Mr. Arnold is a loyal and active member of the Masonic order 
and has the distinction of having served as master of Hiram Lodge, 
F. & A. M., of Madison when a senior in the University. He is. now 
a member of Kenwood Lodge and of Kenwood Chapter, R. A. M., 
of Milwaukee. His political allegiance is always given the tepublican 
party and he served for a short time as chairman of the executive 
committee of the Republican committee of Milwaukee County. In 
matters of citizenship he maintains a progressive attitude and works 
consistently for the general good. Mr. Arnold was married Novem- 
ber 15, 1924, at Madison, to Miss Sarah Coleman. 


ALBERT T. FRIEDMANN. The name of Albert T. Friedmann was 
for many years synonymous with the Schuster Stores of Milwaukee, 
which are located at Third Street at West Garfield, on Twelfth 
Street at West Vliet Street and on Mitchell Street at South Eleventh 
Street. From 1884, when he and Edward Schuster began in a 
modest way, until his death in 1933 Mr. Friedmann was the guiding 
hand in the development of these leading Milwaukee department 
stores. 

Mr. Friedmann was a native of Austria, born in Vienna February 
13, 1865, a son of Theodore and Bertha Friedmann. The father 
was born in Burgundstadt, Bavaria, while the mother was a native 
of Prague. Albert had his early education in his native city and 
when about eighteen years of age, in 1883, made his way to the 
United States, coming a year later to Wisconsin. Previously Edward 
Schuster had come to Milwaukee from Westphalia, Germany, and 
formed a partnership with Jacob Poss, then at Twelfth and Walnut 
streets, which was known as Poss & Schuster. It was to this mer- 
cantile establishment that young Albert Friedmann applied for a job 
and got it. Mr. Schuster quickly recognized his ability and in 1884 
withdrew from his connection with Jacob Poss and formed a new 
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partnership with Mr. Friedmann, namely the Ed. Schuster & Co, 
They bought the stock of Edward Housmann and began business. 

From that time the history of their little enterprise has been 
one of steady progress. Truly they possessed the pioneer spirit 
and put plenty of hard work, long hours, careful planning and in- 
genuity into their store. Each new venture, whether it was adver- 
tising their wares, enlarging or removing their store and later 
stores, changing from the horse and wagon to the auto for deliveries, 
opening of offices in New York and other American and foreign 
markets, was in keeping with the changes being made in the industrial 
and social life of America. 

Knowing that satisfied customers were the finest advertisement 
any store could have, Mr. Friedmann determined to give his patrons 
the best service and quality merchandise that money could buy. For 
years Milwaukee brides have boasted that their wedding gowns and 
accessories came from Schuster’s, and this custom has been handed 
down from mother to daughter for sixty years. Many indeed are the 
homes in Milwaukee vicinity that are tagged “Schuster furnished” 
and no better standard or endorsement could be asked. In order 
to broaden its market resources, Schusters in 1932 joined the Caven- 
dish Trading Corporation, an organization composed of leading 
department stores from other cities, with offices in New York. The 
salespeople of Schuster’s are as carefully chosen as their merchandise 
and reflect the spirit of the founders. Many of the employees have 
ten, fifteen, twenty and even forty year service records. Within the 
stores the employees have formed athletic clubs, mutual aid and 
insurance societies and sponsor their own social activities. 

After five years’ residence in this country Mr. Friedmann was 
married in Milwaukee, January 10, 1889, to Miss Johanna B. Schuster, 
a daughter of Edward Schuster. To them were born two sons: 
Max KE. and Ralph T., the former in 1890 and the latter in 1895. 
Max Friedmann is now president of the Ed. Schuster & Co., while 
his brother, Ralph, is vice president. Both are mentioned elsewhere 
in this publication. 

In all matters of progressive citizenship Mr. Friedmann was 
widely known. He assisted many philanthropic projects and aided 
in all measures which he believed would add to the upbuilding and 
benefit of his adopted city. He served many years as a director of 
the Milwaukee Association of Commerce, the Citizens Bureau of 
Milwaukee, was president of the Centralized Budget of Philanthropy, 
which was later reset as the Milwaukee County Community Fund, of 
which he became the first president, and was a director of the Asso- 
ciated Charities. He was appreciative, too, of the social interests 
of the city and had membership in the Milwaukee Athletic Club, the 
Wisconsin Club, the University Club and the City Club. 


MAX E. FRIEDMANN is president and general manager of the 
extensive mercantile business carried on under the name of Ed. 
Schuster & Co., Inc., and has been a lifelong resident of Milwaukee. 
Here he was born March 2, 1890, a son of Albert T. and Johanna B. 
(Schuster) Friedmann and a grandson of Edward Schuster who, 
with Albert T. Friedmann, established the business of which his 
grandson is a principal, and which for nearly half a century was 
under the direct personal direction of Albert T. Friedmann, who 
died in 1933. 

In acquiring his education Max E. Friedmann attended the public 
schools, passing through the grades to the Kast Division high school, 
from which he was graduated. Later he attended the University of 
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Wisconsin, class of 1912. Subsequently he entered the business of 
Ed. Schuster & Co. and received his mercantile training under the 
direction of his father, whom he succeeded in the presidency in 1933. 
Today the company is operating three stores in Milwaukee with 
approximately two thousand employes. 

Mr. Friedmann’s activities are broad and varied and he is called 
to serve in official capacity in many of the organizations with which 
he is identified. He is a former vice president and director of the 
National Retail Dry Goods Association and presently a director of 
the Milwaukee Association of Commerce. He is the vice president 
and chairman of the executive committee of the Citizens Bureau of 
Milwaukee. He is president of the Cavendish Trading Corporation 
of New York City. He is also on the board of trustees of the Milwau- 
kee Art Institute and is a director of the Milwaukee community war 
chest. He makes his home at 8560 North Seventy-sixth Street and 
has his office at North Third Street and West Garfield Avenue, 
Milwaukee. 


RALPH T. FRIEDMANN, who is vice president and treasurer of 
Ed. Schuster & Co., Inc., and therefore active in the management of 
one of Milwaukee’s largest commercial enterprises, was born in this 
city in 1895, the younger of two sons of Albert T. and Johanna B. 
(Schuster) Friedmann, who are mentioned elsewhere in this work. 

The schools of his native city provided his earlier educational 
privileges until he transferred from the East Division high school 
to the Abbott School, Farmington, Maine, in New England. After 
this he entered the Phillips Exeter Academy in Exeter, New Hamp- 
shire, from which he graduated. Subsequently he continued his studies 
as a member of the class of 1920 at the University of Wisconsin, and 
remained at the University until he left for military service in the 
first World War. Mr. Friedmann served as an ensign in the United 
States Navy, with sea service. 

His business activities have largely been in association with the 
diversified mercantile interests of Ed. Schuster & Co., which was 
founded by his maternal grandfather and afterward carried on by 
his father, at whose death Max EK. Friedmann, his older brother, 
succeeded to the presidency, while Ralph T. Friedmann became the 
vice president and treasurer. The brothers are thus closely associated 
in the management of a department store organization which does 
the largest department store volume in the state. They have three 
establishments in Milwaukee, which give employment to an average 
of about 2,000 people. The steady expansion of the trade indicates 
the substantial business basis upon which it was founded and has 
since been conducted. 

Ralph T. Friedmann is now president and a director of the Better 
Business Bureau of Milwaukee, and holds the department store 
classification branch in the Rotary Club. He is vice president and 
director of the Milwaukee Chapter of the Navy League. He is a 
member of the University Club, the Town Club, Milwaukee Yacht 
Club, Wisconsin Club, Milwaukee Athletic Club, City Club, the Deke 
Club of New York City, Cudworth Post of the American Legion, 
Lake Michigan Yachting Association, Masonic order, and a member 
of the Delta Kappa Epsilon fraternity. He is likewise a member of 
the Columbia Hospital Corps and the Rogers Memorial Sanitarium 
in Oconomowoc, and has been active in the procurement of officers 
for the present war through his membership in the Civilian Naval 
Officer Procurement Committee. 

His favorite recreation since boyhood has been yachting, in which 
he has taken an active interest. He has had several yachts of various 
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sizes on the Great Lakes, and igs a well known figure in sailing 
circles on the Great Lakes, as well as having skippered his boat in the 
Mackinac Island race. : 

Mr. Friedmann married Elizabeth Chadbourne Eschweiler, a 
native of Milwaukee, and a daughter of Alexander Chadbourne and 
Marie Theresa (Mueller) Eschweiler, and a niece of the late Justice | 
Franz Eschweiler. Her father, who was a prominent architect ar 
Milwaukee for fifty years, is now deceased. He was born in Boston, | 
Massachusetts, and was of German descent. Mr. Eschweiler’s grand- | 
father, Peter Eschweiler, served as an officer under Napoleon, and | 
afterward in the German army. 

Alexander C. Eschweiler served as president of the art commis- | 
sion of Milwaukee, was a fellow of the American Institute of Archi- | 
tects, and filled the office of president of the Wisconsin chapter of | 
the American Institute of Architects. Mr. A. C. Eschweiler’s biog- | 
raphy appears elsewhere in this work. He was a brother of Justice | 
Franz C. Eschweiler, who was a member of the Supreme Court of | 
Wisconsin for thirteen years, or until his death in 1929. Their | 
mother was Hannah Lincoln (Chadbourne) Eschweiler. / 

The two children of Mr. and Mrs. Friedmann are: Ralph T. Jr., | 
born May 4, 1925, who graduated from the Phillips Exeter Academy | 
and is now serving in the United States Navy, and Thomas Albert, | 
born March 27, 1927, who graduated from the Milwaukee University 
school and is now in the United States Maritime Service. 

Mrs. Ralph Friedman, who is a member of the Junior League, was | 
former vice president of the Children’s Aid Society, and is now a 
director of the Children’s Service Society, with which the Children’s | 
Aid Society has combined. Mrs. Friedmann has for many years | 
been active in the community fund and other local charitable organiza- | 
tions, as well as the Red Cross, and is now serving as chairman of | 
the civilian WAVE procurement committee for the Navy. She is eligible | 
for the Daughters of the American Revolution and the Colonial] Dames. 


MILES KIMBALL. An alert and energetic disposition and strong 
personality have brought Miles Kimball to the enviable position 
which he occupies as the president and manager of the Miles 
Kimball Company, one of the leading and progressive business enter- 
prises of Oshkosh. Mr. Kimball was born in Orland, Indiana, June 
3, 1906, a son of Fred and Mary (Wilder) Kimball and a grandson 
of Miles Kimball, who was a native of Vermont but more than a 
century ago removed to Indiana, where he became one of the founders 
of the town of Orland and engaged in merchandising. His wife, 
who in her maidenhood was Elizabeth Burse, was also a native of 
Vermont. Their son, Fred Kimball, reared in Orland, became a 
livestock broker of that place. He married Mary Wilder, a daughter 
of Charles and Jennie Wilder, who were also from the Green Moun- 
tain State, and on removing westward established their home in 
Orland. 

While spending his early youth in Orland, Miles Kimball, whose 
name heads this record, attended the public schools and later con- 
tinued his studies in the high school of Portland, Oregon, while 
subsequently he entered the University of Michigan where he pursued 
the general literary course and also specialized in journalism, com- 
pleting his studies there at his graduation with the class of 1928. 
He devoted two years thereafter to traveling in connection with 
commercial advertising and thus took the initial step that has brought 
him to an outstanding position in the merchandising field. His 
second position, however, was in connection with editorial work in 
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Milwaukee and on leaving that city he came to Oshkosh in February, 
1930. Here he entered into connection: with the Dean Gear adver- 
tising agency and later became manager of its direct mail division. 
This phase of the business was incorporated in 1934 as Direct Mail 
Associates, Inc., with Miles Kimball as vice president and general 
manager. He later became president and subsequently acquired 
total ownership. The corporate name was changed to Miles Kimball 
Company in 1940. That year a removal was made to the Kimball 
building, a substantial brick structure which he purchased and which 
now partly houses this thriving organization, giving employment 
regularly to from one hundred thirty-two to two hundred people, 
while at the Christmas holiday season more than five hundred and 
fifty are employed. Six additional buildings have been leased for 
the company business. 

They have at present 175,000 customers, covering the entire 
U. S. A. Permanent displays are maintained at 225 Fifth Avenue . 
Building, New York, and at the Merchandise Mart in Chicago. Mr. 
Kimball’s latest addition to the business is the manufacture and whole- 
saling of the “Fun Corner Products,” a line of paper specialties such as 
cocktail coasters, napkins and other specialties, all paper products. 

Mr. Kimball has a national reputation as an outstanding adver- 
tising and merchandising man, his work and ability having been 
mentioned tn a number of leading periodicals and magazines. His 
is a mail order house, serving the entire United States, his output 
being shipped over a wide area. He utilizes two floors and the 
basement of his own building and carries a large line of gift 
merchandise of wide variety and of attractive quality. He prints 
his own catalogs, and the business under his control has become one 
of steady growth and expansion, his large line bringing to him a 
great number of satisfied patrons, many of whom return to him year 
after year in the matter of gift selection. His catalogs present 
accurate illustrations of his goods with a full and adequate descrip- 
tion of their size and quality and the catalog is full of helpful 
suggestions as to gift selections. Myr. Kimball remains the president 
and manager of the business with his wife as the vice president 
and secretary of the company. Miss A. E. Kriz is the treasurer. 

Mr. Kimball is also a member and director of the Mail Adver- 
tising Service Association, International. He is prominent in civic 
affairs, lending his aid and influence to many measures for the 
general good and supporting all plans which he deems of worth in 
the upbuilding and progress of the community. He has served as 
president of the Oshkosh Chamber of Commerce, directing its activi- 
ties for the benefit of the entire city. He is a past president of the 
Lions Club and is a member of the Elks Lodge. 

Mr. Kimball married Miss Alberta Sorger, of Milwaukee, a 
daughter of Philip and Margaret Sorger, and_ their only child is 
Mary Louise, born September 14, 1938. Mrs. Kimball is a member 
of the Twentieth Century Club and has membership in the Winne- 
conne Children’s Home Association. 


WILLIAM DUNCAN VAN DykKEk, who contributed largely to the 
prosperity and upbuilding of Milwaukee through his capable man- 
agement of important business and financial interests, was born in 
the city of which he remained a lifelong resident, August 15, 1856, 
and was in his seventy-sixth year when he passed away June 7, 1982. 
He traced his ancestry back to Jan Thomasen Van Dyke, founder 
of the family in America, who came from Amsterdam, Holland, and 
settled on Long Island in 1652. The line of descent comes down 
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through Achais Janse and his wife, Jantze (Lambert) Van Dyke; 
Lambert and Mary (Hoagland) Van Dyke; Henry and Elizabeth 
(Dover) Van Dyke; Lambert and Margaret (McMichael) Van Dyke 
to William and Nancy (Duncan) Van Dyke, who were the grand- 
parents of William Duncan Van Dyke. His parents were John 
Henry and Mary (Douglass) Van Dyke. The former was born Oc- 
tober 17, 1823, and died March 9, 1909. He came to Milwaukee in 
1846 and here practiced law continuously until 1870, after which 
he concentrated his attention upon business interests. For fifty-two 
years he was a director of the Bank of Milwaukee and its successor, 
the National Exchange Bank. He served as the president of the 
Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company from 1869 to 1874. 
He bore a conspicuous and honorable part in Milwaukee’s upbuilding 
and was accounted one of the foremost citizens here during the sec- 
ond half of the nineteenth century. He helped establish the Milwau- 
kee Hospital and was a member of its board of visitors from 1864 
until his death in 1909. 

To John Henry and Mary (Douglass) Van Dyke on August 15, 
1856, in Milwaukee, was born a son, William Duncan Van Dyke, who 
completed his classical education at Princeton University, where he 
was graduated with the Bachelor of Arts degree in 1878. The fol- 
lowing two years he devoted to the study of law and was then ad- 
mitted to the Wisconsin bar, after which he took up the active 
practice of law as a member of the firm of Van Dyke & Van Dyke. 
He made a splendid record as an organizer and executive and many 
briefs of cases which he prepared became the foundation for later 
rules and established precedents. He also became a recognized au- 
thority on insurance law and in 1904 he was made a trustee and 
a member of the executive and finance committee of the Northwest- 
ern Mutual Life Insurance Company of Milwaukee. In 1909 he be- 
came vice president of the company and on 29th of January, 1919, 
was elected to the presidency. His business interests, however, cov- 
ered a much wider scope, important as were his duties in the insur- 
ance field, for he was the secretary and treasurer of the Pewabic 
Company, the Mineral Mining Company and the Van Dyke Land & 
Investment Company of Milwaukee. He displayed keen discernment 
and sound judgment in the management of important and exiensive 


business affairs and his activities were a vital force in the city’s 


commercial and financial advancement. 

William D. Van Dyke, as president of the Northwestern Mutual 
Life Insurance Company for twelve years, was instrumental in in- 
creasing the company’s insurance from $1,680,926,546, as of January 
1, 1919, to $4,096,000,000, as of January 1, 1932, while the asset. 
of the company rose from 414,837,472 in 1919 to $977,265,829 in 
1932. Mr. Van Dyke was also instrumental in organizing the em- 
ployes’ pension system throughout the entire United States. He 
was an outstanding advocate of uniform state laws providing for 
amortization in valuing securities held by life insurance companies 
and in general his plan has come to be adopted by a great number 
of the states. He was a member of the committee that erected the 
new office building for the Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance 
Company. In addition to his other activities Mr. Van Dyke was a 
director of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad Company 
and a director of the Northwestern National Fire Insurance Com- 
pany, and his cooperation was considered a most valuable asset in 
the successful accomplishment of any enterprise with which he was 
connected. 
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Mr. Van Dyke had membership in the Milwaukee, University and 
Country clubs of Milwaukee and the Ivy Club of Princeton, New 
Jersey. In religious faith he was a Presbyterian and for many years 
he served as a trustee and as superintendent of the Sunday school 
of the Immanuel Presbyterian Church of Milwaukee. He also gave 
much time to the interests of the Young Men’s Christian Association 
and he largely aided the Protestant Orphans Asylum and the Chil- 
dren’s Hospital. He found pleasure and recreation in gardening and 
intellectual activity, as expressed in his fine library, and which was 
a source of much enjoyment to him. 

Mr. Van Dyke was united in marriage to Miss Gertrude I. Good- 
rich, a daughter of Timothy Watson and Gertrude (Hunter) Good- 
rich, a former Milwaukee manufacturer. The four children of this 
marriage are: Mary Douglass; Mrs. Gertrude Baird, now deceased ; 
Mrs. Nancy Seribner; and William D. Jr. In the passing of Mr. 
Van Dyke Milwaukee mourned the loss of one of her most honored 
and worthwhile citizens, for his activities left an indelible impress 
for good upon the annals of the city in its material, intellectual and 
moral progress. 


WILLIAM DUNCAN VAN DYKE JR., a Milwaukee capitalist who 
has followed in his father’s footsteps in the management and contro! 
of important business and financial interests, has been president of 
the Mineral Mining Company since 1935 and is identified with bank- 
ing and insurance in this city. He was born December 15, 1893, a 
son of William Duncan and Gertrude Hunter (Goodrich) Van Dyke, 
both now deecased. Extended reference to his parents is made on 
another page of this work. 

After pursuing his primary studies in the Milwaukee Academy 
and his secondary work in the Hill School at Pottstown, Pennsyl- 
vania, William D. Van Dyke Jr. enrolled as a student in Princeton 
University of Princeton, New Jersey, where he was graduated with 
the Bachelor of Arts degree as a member of the class of 1917. In 
the same year he enlisted for service in the United States Army, 
becoming a first lieutenant of field artillery, while in 1918 he was 
advanced to the rank of captain, continuing with the American [x- 
peditionary Forces from September, 1917, until March, 1919. 

Returning to Milwaukee at the close of his military experience, 
Mr. Van Dyke became identified with the Western Lime & Cement 
Company, with which he remained for four years, when, in 1923, he 
became associated with the companies with which he is still con- 
nected. He is now the president of the Mineral Mining Company, 
having occupied this executive position for eight years, and he is a 
director and chairman of the executive committee of the Marine Na- 
tional Exchange Bank and a trustee and a member of the finance 
and executive committee of the Northwestern Mutual Life Insur- 
ance Company. He is likewise a director and a member of the 
finance committee of the Northwestern National Insurance Company 
of Milwaukee, and his service has been of marked worth to the 
insurance companies which he represents. His business activity also 
extends to the Van Dyke Land & Investment Company, of which 
he is a director, and he is also trustee of the William D. Van Dyke 
Remainder Estate Trust. 

Mr. Van Dyke also finds time for activity in social, political and 
church circles. He votes with the Republican party. He was a trus- 
tee of the village of Fox Point in Milwaukee County for ten years 
and from 1936 to 1940 acted as president of this board of trustees. 
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He is a member of the University Club of Milwaukee, the Milwaukee 
Club, the Milwaukee Country Club, the Fox Point Club and the 
American Institute of Mining and Metallurgical Ingineers. His 
church connection is with the Immanuel Presbyterian of Milwaukee. 

On the 9th of June, 1923, at Concord, Massachusetts, Mr. Van 
Dyke married Helen Bagley Buttrick, a daughter of Stedman But- 
trick. Mrs. Van Dyke takes an active interest in the activities of 
Milwaukee Downer Seminary, the Protestant Orphans Asylum and 
the English Speaking Union. Mr. and Mrs. Van Dyke have three 
children, Helen Bemis, Olive Bagley and William D. Van Dyke III. 


IMMONS LORENZ ROETTIGER. On the roster of public officials of 
the State of Wisconsin appears the name of Emmons Lorenz Roet- 
tiger, who is now chief highway engineer, to which position he was 
appointed in 1935, after broad previous experience along this pro- 
fessional line elsewhere. He was born in Fountain City, Wisconsin, 
June 15, 1900, a son of Fred and Louise (Dressendorfer) Roettiger, 
also natives of Fountain City, where the father was long actively 
engaged in business as carpenter and contractor but is now living 
retired. He was a sen of Fred Roettiger, a native of Hanover who 
became an early pioneer of this country. On the maternal side the 
‘Dressendorfers were Bavarians who also were early pioneers to 
this region. Fred and Louise Roettiger had a family of thirteen 
children: Marie, deceased, who had married Oscar Baertsch, of 
Fountain City; Hilbert, of Fountain City; Walter, who died in child- 
hood; Doris, the wife of R. J. Vernor, of Sacramento, California; 
Lela, the wife of Patrick Friel, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Em- 
mons L.; Frederick, of Chicago, Illinois; teuben, of LaCrosse, Wis- 
consin; Louise, wife of Patrick Cline, of Oakland, California; Henry 
of Washington, D. C.; Rob Ray, of Fountain City; Margaret, wife 
of Joel Lewison; and Audrey, of Fountain City. 

At the usual age Emmons L. Roettiger entered the public schools 
of his native city, pursuing his studies through consecutive grades 
until he had completed the high school course. He next attended 
the State Teachers College at La Crosse, Wisconsin, where he was 
taking the regular college course and, although his studies were not 
along the line of work in which he has subsequently become active, 
one of his school friends who had specialized in Civil engineering 
and was starting for the field for the C. B. & Q. Railroad, prevailed 
upon Mr. Roettiger to accompany him. The work proved intensely 
interesting and as time passed he was employed in engineering capaci- 
ties by other organizations. He went from the Burlington Railroad 
to the Interstate Commerce Commission, with which he was engayed 
in railroad valuations. He was next with the Arizona Highway De- 
partment and then with the Mohler Lumber Company at Mohler, 
Oregon. In 1921 he came with the Wisconsin State highway depart- 
ment. He was called to his present position in 1935 through appoint- 
ment and has now filled the office for nine years in a most creditable 
and satisfactory manner that indicates his broad knowledge of the 
technical and practical phases of the work that comes under his 
direction and supervision. He is a member of the American Society 
of Civil Engineers, and he thus keeps in close touch with the high 
standards and the advanced purposes of the profession. 

Mr. Roettiger married Vera Stelloh, daughter of Fred and Eliza- 
beth Stelloh, of Bangor, Wisconsin, and they make their home in 
Madison. Mr. Roettiger is a member of the Elks. He and his wife 
have membership in the Luther Memorial Church of Madison, where 
they occupy an enviable social position. 
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GODFREY WILLIAM AUGUSTYN, who died September 10, 1944, was 
for many years chairman of the board of the Marine National Ex- 
change Bank of Milwaukee, as well as other financial interests of the 
city, his record being one of steady progression. His efforts were 
always intelligently directed and brought him mastery of all he under- 
took, a trait that was manifested not only in his long association with 
the banking business but in civic circles as well. Born in Milwaukee, 
January 3, 1872, he came of Holland Dutch ancestry, being a son of 
Jacob Van Arkel and Sya (Krueger) Augustyn, both of whom were 
born and reared in the Netherlands. Following their marriage they 
decided to try their fortune in the United States and after their arrival 
in this country in 1867 they made their way at once to Milwaukee. 

Godfrey W. Augustyn pursued his education in the public schools, 
being graduated in the class of 1887, after which he made his initial 
step in the business world in the real estate office of John S. Ricker 
and William P. McClaren, and for several years gave much attention 
to the study of law. However, the trend of his activities changed 
when on January 18, 1890, he became an employee in the National 
Exchange Bank, starting as messenger boy. Various promotions 
brought him to the position of assistant cashier on June 30, 1913, 
and to the cashiership in 1922. The following year he was elected a 
director, and in 1925 he became vice president, serving in that 
capacity until 1929, when he was made president. When the Marine 
and the National Exchange banks merged on July 31, 1930, he was 
chosen president of the new organization and afterward gave his 
attention to administrative direction and executive control of the 
institution. His unassailable reputation and his ability added much 
to the growth, strength and prestige of the bank. He also served as 
chairman of the executive committee of the Milwaukee Clearing House 
Association during the trying days of 1933-34 and he contributed to 
the success of other business enterprises, for he was a director of 
the Leader Cards Works of Milwaukee and treasurer of the Colby- 
Bessemer Iron Company of Bessemer, Michigan. 

Mr. Augustyn was recognized as one of the civic leaders of the 
city and did much to further public progress. On May 2, 1899, he 
was appointed a member of the Milwaukee school board, and on the 
1st of May, 1900, was elected its president, being then only twenty- 
eight years of age and the youngest man who had ever been chosen 
for that office. He served as president for one year and continued a 
member of the board until 1905, when he was legislated out of office. 
However, the law was held illegal and in April, 1909, he was again 
elected, while in June, 1918, he was once more chosen president of 
the board, on which he continued to serve until 1919. He was twice 
a member of the board of directors of the Milwaukee Public Library 
and Museum and he served as treasurer of the Association of Com- 
merce. During ten years he was a member of the board of trustees 
of the Wisconsin Memorial Academy at Cedar Grove, which is con- 
ducted under th auspices of the Dutch Reformed Church. For ten 
years he was active in the Family Welfare Association. He had mem- 
bership in the Knickerbocker Society, the Milwaukee Club and the 
Athletic Club. He was a Mason, with membership in the LaFayette 
Lodge No. 265, F. & A. M. Both Mr. and Mrs. Augustyn were active 
members of the First Reformed Church. 

It was on May 8, 1894, that Mr. Augustyn married Catharine 
DeBlaey, of Oostburg, Sheboygan County, Wisconsin. They were the 
parents of four daughters. The eldest, Dorothy, married Walter L. 
Rademaker, and to them was born one child, Catharine, now the wife 
of Lieutenant Robert W. Haack of the United States Naval Air Corps. 


ani : 
: 4 Ag 
Ave 


bey Print bette sien porireas Hane FIO 
= w pet at onal edt Yo frsed add Yo nnertinds aso mm 10t 
od? lo adantoiil lsiaapi:rtio en Mow an osluswliM, to dngl egasds ae 
stow volte alll tlazesyorwq viasia ‘to ene yried bioser eff r gtis. 49 
bay ad {is to viotager oid tdguond bas bajootth yneeilfetnt evawls 
iw nojtmivorss niof ott mi vlno fou dDoleotingn eaw Jad digest a ploot 
; sedlusow lial sof = dtew us ealoiwio oivio ni ded ezonigad gained ont 
le soe & untied soetgaaan dotul] buactlolt to entas od) STBI & yaasaaby n 
ow ast Te ded wgeuuul Crvgseidt) ave bae fodtA caV¥ dosat 
Wedd wyaiviuss Tie riwallo” ebasheheA offiai boteey be mod — 
levitus tied} salto bie solute bestia odd ni eausrot tieds wt of bebiseb A 
egauawl th! of ssa Js “aw “hed? obant yours TOS! ai VItAavos afd ni 
ehouriag iil eq a at aditsoubs elf boven ylauged . W yortbep 
lariai aif sha al doniw satte Peel to zeslo odd at bolaubarg gnied 
Hoi .2 ailol, to softy gisetes new odd ti bhiow eeogiend ond ni qoie 
HOneis Coie ave cacy liieiss wl bog noreoM 7 ereilliW bas 
tp valtividas aud ju Deoxt ot) cryvewoll wal To ybute silt o} 
anaiigA .oifd si soon; afd ae erisoed od O@8f 8? vravnatl no nodw 
ort dieinre ny aor tou WHAM Bs uitivinta iis sgratoxa 
SIR OS om. io sdithcus ae ivteea Yo Moitieoq ont of exidl idyuond | 
& betosls amar of seeyouniwotiot oF SECT at qiterolsde 289 O03 oF baa © 
ind oi ziiviss. Snebibosy osiv com@eod od GS8@r ab baa ,rolossith 
titelt oft cde dehinow sham epe of sodw Set (ay yWisaqus 
es si ULGi fb ay begs wingd oynalotd lanolaM ott baa 
tin otas bys arey 408% \ golesingato won ant Yo tnobie 291g mezons = f- 
aA} to ‘cachtetee ae aenatiecs bis noiioonh gvilatteinimbse of goitasite 
eng bebbe Gifitn ent bra soltetyqe oldslizaeuny etl .poitudijent 
i howing eee all Awad ot to rgidasnn bus igaotte .diyrotyg edd of 
oe snl pvp eb Pts 0) si AWN od} Jo soldimnoo svilusoxs oct to manmtiados 
“y botadiaiiug of bag PE-8eet to went aciv«t oft guisub moijsioogséA — 
{Ors kunt) 4 Paw odinh waelaepdiiseaoniand prlto Yo aasooue ond 2. 
eat y orth tovttierransrtt pity: ieee sowed to edroW ebisD whaed ody — 
fay! Woe, sw aneeeah 4 YAAGMOD Hox! tomes | 
ort Yo evblyaat oivio Stl} Yo 9e6 2p bosiergoset eye nyts aM ok 
ort BRE Syal, a0 peony dltee oda} ot Mower bi i . 
Hw 26 ‘tie Asie loodae codon ant Yo. borage 
~einow? Vina: Gert gated Snsbhrevag adt iotosia & 
feats saad tove best of inemetgeenwey edie is 
3 boerhtinins BHA ARey Sap 401 Jesbinerq aa bawyad ssa pt oe jot 
ele 2 


4 oa 


Pp 
an 
vr 


Sine iw iG0 befidterel vaw ot rodw .d08T Tine bisod ot to 

stig ig 4 oul HORS, Ting ni bag fegotit bled eave wel orld Yavew: 

th: Jonbiagsay saausta SIGN OOO KOM od SICL sonny ai, ie Db 

oxiwi aie 38 QUCt fbi ater Ob bemattacs ed Haid ba 

eased T aalkdd orkut 34h, Bey etotyorth \o busod opis 

“may tg abitnionesk eAk Ye re et] aa f 

bopteisnt Yu nnod sit} io ‘oltre bheiiFig he 

iy, . shes “AL ibid. Avera 


Ge fat wy i pines bes i433 ale ak: cd 
* anor Sat atl notinigecedy gt he 
ant tvs 1 7 Oe edie ee ond. yke write 
a GE" hak ait jue ibrahinean rapier 
avthix sro aval eRe he. toe Me A & SL OE oh aghak” 
digadD henrtotefl texi'T 9:3: Yo 2 DUADIT a. ie 
gainedig’> oly 120 (awwA 1M jet bO3af 8B yaM no paw #1” 
ott sisy VoRT, .alenoontW wydawod nayyodad2 ‘wausddeoO to , 
sk wip Latvinoes tore Jeoble odT. et9tdguaeb qwot to 
altw sat von om dtad ,biids 900 aiod enw 1 of baa 193 
eye) “GA iva sodgve tstinU ad to downed We tiene: 


| % . 


‘ An Noth as" ; 
7. ee Ns fee 
4 i ey! a0) et cal haa 
: Par east a V + ; y Ro ay % 
a. ~ ee) oe Cae ¢ pir) a > ole sr 71 ol Loot 


286 WISCONSIN | 
Mrs. Dorothy Rademaker died in 1921, and her daughter afterward | 
made her home with Mr. and Mrs. Augustyn. Margaret, the second 
daughter, is the wife of Harry B. Soulen, vice president of the Mans- | 
field Rubber Company of Mansfield, Ohio. They have two sons, Robert | 
and William. Antoinette Augustyn married Ellis L. Vanderjagt, of | 
Vanderjagt & Company, certified public accountants at 828 North | 
Broadway, while the youngest daughter, Ruth, is the wife of Ralph E. | 
King, president of the King Oil Company of Racine, Wisconsin. Mr. ! 
and Mrs. King are now living in Milwaukee. 
WILLIAM L.. RASMUSSEN is the president and treasurer of the 
J. Rasmussen & Sons Company of Oshkosh, and is thus closely associ- 
ated with the construction of public works, including all types of. 
street paving, the construction of sewer and water mains and similar 
construction projects extending throughout the Northwest. William / 
L. Rasmussen has been a lifelong resident of Oshkosh and is a son | 
of John and Mary (Jorgensen) Rasmussen, both natives of Den- | 
mark. The father on coming to America settled on a farm at} 
Black Wolf in Winnebago County and remained thereafter a resident | 
of Wisconsin. In Waupaca he married Mary Jorgensen and they | 
became parents of eight children: Clara, now deceased; William | Wie 
Nettie, who has passed away; Alice; Oscar, also deceased; Celow; 
Julia, and John. 


| 
! 


/ 


In was in 1880 that the father, John Rasmussen, formed a | 


partnership with Christ Johnson for the conduct of a business in 


sewer construction. This connection was maintained for several | 
years, or until Mr. Rasmussen’s sons became old enough to join him : 
in the business, when the partnership was dissolved and the firm | 


of J. Rasmussen & Son wag organized. 


In 1906 the business was incorporated and the name changed — 


to J. Rasmussen & Sons Company, and is, at present, still operating 


under the name of J. Rasmussen & Sons Company. The business has | 


steadily grown and developed with the passing of the years, and 
extends throughout the Middle West. They engage extensively in 
road and street paving and in the construction of sewer systems 
and water mains, their contracts growing larger every year. In 


1909 they were engaged in laying sewers and in asphalt road work | 
and the building of sidewalks in Beloit, Kilbourn, Mauston and Osh- | 


kosh, and in tar macadam and sheet asphalt work in Sheboygan 
and Fond du Lac. In 1924 they had contracts for street paving in 
Dubuque, Iowa, amounting to 235,424, and street paving in Fond du 
Lae amounting to $230,000. by this time contracts were being 
awarded them by cities throughout the state, and in 1925-26 they 
had eight contracts, amounting to from $35,000 to $326,000 each. In 
1941 they had various contracts, one in Appleton alone for asphalt 
surfacing amounting to $65,000. In 1942 they were awarded a 
sewer construction contract amounting to $40,000 and in the same 
year received the contract from the United States Government, 
through the United States engineers, for the construction of road- 
ways, driveways, sidewalks, etc., at Camp McCoy, Wisconsin, amount- 


ing to $1,976,400. A detailed record of their work would show their ° 


connection with many of the leading cities of Wisconsin and of other 
sections of the upper Mississippi Valley; and on their large contracts 
they employ between four hundred and five hundred men. 
John Rasmussen, founder of the company, remained an active 
factor in the conduct of the business until his death in 1925. 
William L. Rasmussen, who then took over the presidency of 
the company, had acquired his education in the Oshkosh public 
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schools, and had joined his father in the business when only fourteen 
years of age, learning the work in every detail, his comprehensive 
training well qualifying him to take over the direction of the business 
at his father’s death. 

William L. Rasmussen is a thirty-second degree Mason, a Shriner 
and a member of the Elks Lodge. He married Mabel Evans of 
Oshkosh, a daughter of Albert Evans, who was principal of one of 
the city schools. She was educated in the grades and the high school 
of Oshkosh, specialized in kindergarten work, and was a teacher 
prior to her marriage. Celow Rasmussen, who is now vice president 
of the company, was educated in the Oshkosh grade schools, and 
he also joined the business at an early age. He is married and has 
one daughter, Ruth. 


Jupcr RoLAND J. STEINLE, presiding over branch 38 of the Circuit 
Court at Milwaukee, first by appointment and since 1940 by elec- 
tion, was born in Milwaukee, at Tenth and Galena streets, March 
21, 1896. His grandparents, Constantine Dennis and Catherine 
(Ruesch) Steinle, settled in Milwaukee almost a century ago. The 
grandfather, who was born in Ohio in 1843, was brought by his 
parents to Wisconsin in 1846, and on August 21, 1862, enlisted as a 
defender ot the Union cause, becoming a member of Company CG, 
Twenty-sixth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry. He was wounded at 
Chancellorsville May 2, 1863, and received his discharge the follow- 
ing year. In 1867 he engaged in the grocery and tavern business in 
Milwaukee and in January, 1871, he was appointed superintendent 
of the county almshouse at Wauwatosa, there serving until October 
1, 1873, when he resigned and again became active in commercial 
circles of Milwaukee. 

The parents of Judge Steinle were Joseph J. and Elizabeth (Bal- 
dauf) Steinle, the latter a daughter of Joseph Baldauf, who was a 
teacher in the public schools of Milwaukee and later engaged in the 
real estate business. He also served as supervisor of Milwaukee 
County for fourteen years. 

The judge’s father, who was an instructor in the old. Marquette 
College, died three months before his son was born and the mother, 
to provide for her family, then had a rooming and boarding house, 
while later she engaged in clerking. Her son Roland attended the 
public and parochial schools and while still pursuing his studies in 
the grades helped to provide for his own support by selling news- 
papers and doing bootblacking. He was mascot for the Milwaukee 
baseball team when Connie Mack was the manager. In that youth- 
ful period he also worked as delivery boy in a grocery store, drove 
horses for a painter, was an errand boy for the T. A. Chapman 
store at a daily wage of fifty-eight cents, and later was a clerk in the 
Schuster department store, and all the time he was learning the 
lessons that come through experience and through contact with one’s 
fellowmen. 

From 1910 until 1914 Judge Steinle attended Marquette Acad- 
emy. He had been an honor student throughout his high school days 
and at the same time played football, later coaching a football team. 
In vacation periods he was an errand boy and meter reader with 
the electric company. He also did tutoring and among his pupils 
was the now famous movie actor, Pat O’Brien. During another 
vacation he was a hotel clerk in Wisconsin Dells and he wrote stories 
which were published in national magazines and newspapers. 

The acquirement of an education, however, was the real motive 
behind all these activities and in 1914 he enrolled as a student in 
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the Marquette University Law School. While studying there he also 
clerked in a real estate and insurance oflice and when the United | 
States entered the first World War in 1917 he was among the first 
Marquette students to volunteer, being commissioned a second lieu- | 
tenant of infantry August 18, 1917, after attending the training 
school at Fort Sheridan. He was later in camp at Battle Creek, 
Michigan, Waco, Texas, and Des Moines, Iowa, and because of the 
Special training he had received at Fort Sheridan he was retained 
in this country as an instructor and assisted in the training of more 
than a thousand men who became commissioned officers. 


Judge Steinle completed his law course and Was admitted to | 


practice in 1920. In practice he has tried cases in practically all 


the state and federal courts of Wisconsin and in 1922 was appointed | 


an assistant district attorney of Milwaukee County. In 1926 he re- 


ceived. appointment as a special assistant district attorney of Forest | 
County. In 1928 he was appointed special counsel for the common | 
council of Racine and in 1935 was the special counsel for a Wiscon- | 


sin senate investigating committee. In 1938 he became special as- 


sistant district attorney of Waukesha County and in the following 


year held a similar position in Dodge County. His appointment to 
branch 3 of the Circuit Court followed the death of Judge John J. 
Gregory. He was elected April 8, 1940, for the remainder of Judge 
Gregory’s term, ending January 1, 1946, _ 

Before his elevation to the bench Judge Steinle had been an arbi- 
trator in labor disputes between employers and employes and had 
served as a court commissioner in Milwaukee County. He has been 
lecturer and district deputy of the Knights of Columbus; was vice 
president and is at present a director of the Catholic Knights of Wis- 
consin and a lecturer for the Holy Name Society, 

Since 1929 Judge Steinle has been on the faculty of Marquette 
University. For two years he was judge advocate of the state de- 
partment of the American Legion and he is vice president of the 
Americanization League, which has been active in naturalizing many 
citizens. For seventeen years he was counsel for the Mexican con- 
Sulate. He is a member of the local lodges of Elks, Eagles and 
Moose and belongs to the Military Order of the World War. He is 
also an honorary member of the Policemen’s Protective Association 
and was often counsel for policemen, firemen and dentists organiza- 
tions. He has membership in the Old Settlers Club and along strictly 
professional lines is connected with the Milwaukee Bar Association. 

Judge Steinle was married in 1923 to Helen Sharpe of Racine, 
who is a graduate of St. Mary’s Hospital Training School for Nurses 
and who has shown great interest in and has been an officer of vari- 
Ous parent-teacher associations and home and school societies. Judge 
and Mrs. Steinle have three children, Roland Jr., Elizabeth and Rose 
Mary. Roland Jr. is a member of the United States Navy, serving 
on the new battleship “Wisconsin;” Elizabeth is a member of the 
student army nurse corps and Rose Mary attends St. Clara Academy 
at Sinsinnawa. 


Hoty ANGELS ACADEMY OF MILWAUKER. At the solicitation of 
Rev. J. J. Foley, S. J., the Sisters of Charity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary founded Holy Angels Academy in 1892. Up to that time they 
had confined their efforts in Milwaukee to conducting the grammar 
school in Holy Rosary parish. The residence of Doctor Senn at the 
northwest corner of Twelfth and Cedar streets was purchased and 
remodeled for the school. Sister Mary Lamberta, B. V. M., was 
chosen first superior and principal and with her seven companions 


— 
ae ~~ ~_ 


" . ed : a “a je Va A ‘ : r 3 
eT ‘ ATS & ite ae et Wi haat ia 
Poet ae os ue weoe ss Oy Lael Pe 
. Y y Tee La whi ity ravi Te ‘atte . pra 


‘ peti, sit sarior Big yolto oasiuratt bas ytsteo leet a oh Derkisls. of 
jont od) wrtomn we of VOL nb kW bho W dent add botolne soles .- — 
‘sont boone & hercigerruntes gitisd zostnrloy oF alnobita aiioupisil - | 
yitigiest ov gurboodts vette TINT Bt ieoguA wuinialet to denned Pia 
‘Agen ohn dy, akg at vtotyl «ew of epbited2 tot te loodsa, 7 
) odd ty smiresod eis wwol serio aol bin eaxeT oosW aegidoii FY 
 fadinion eiw off webbieds tio't t6 bevisows bad od gcinient laisogay, tat 
| whan targoiaie aft ii bolvinds bith 1ahov esi We BR yvavos witli... 
. wianitio bsdolehaeies omavad odw- aces hanevsods 8 aad) 
of hottinds as bos sation wal etd horsiqeos einige oghul,. 4, 
. Ty viisorioarg, of goers betty eed on sottoetg gl .OS@l ai soiiosiq,. 


ve 


 hamningas air SSOE ai bron give Yo etiuos Isishet baw ofateand, ee 
oy oh USO aL. eave) sovnwitt ‘lo yowioits Joitdeib inateiees 16 | ea 
ort to yoatodin tohieth tondaives iniosge 8 ae Jaomitoggs bevis> a ry rs 
rogues 443 set Iserwoy larvae balnwags Baw off B8@L ab intoD. ey 
ose & yo) toanees [atone “tld awe GECt ni baa vaioadl to fiouso2 b 
ag Vaionge oiaaonl ad BECL al osttinraes gaifeyitesval oterieg nia. Re alae 
yabeohes aff al iain yaned siasduaW to youtosta jorujeib tapiela. . © a) 
ik dnominiouges 4a .ykiaod gubott gi acitizoq rwelinsia s bled) tas a. ly toes 
b adel oybot no deeb olf bewellod 00 tivowD edt to § boast , . Me 
ag, to. sotaismat ott qo} “ber & Bigk bolsels 2aw oH .vtoyetn 4 . 
ObOt t vinwael yaibos jared eyOyITD Ao” 
ddte oa ood Bad olaisieeaabut doned at of noitevals aid s10led... ; . oe 
tank bax eoyolame bis etoybicnid evowied asivgeil rode! ai. soja } Thee 
sag wad Ye pede stew wi qoitoimnicnms Pavoo 2 86 bev798- : a an 
ajhy xe peudmnGhe to viityingt os to vinqob dobiteih bin sesso i’ ou 
AW Yo state ofloda) ait7 to 4oix0"0) 4 tnovetg ta et baa jaebiesiq i.) Gate 
ished oni ylolt ol} sot tattoo a Bete fizi109 : oe —> 
etisupisth ty yfipoat ont do noadt ket 4ldieta egbab eset amid eee 


ah otnte ods, to OTRoOTLE GEbet ARW. at waoy-ows 10% ‘ieteviaU ‘ 
olf to geeikeowd, pole mx ott tite fomed assitenA. of3 to Jaontiag, ; 
ensit qtistisiulat di sito food eisth doidw ovgeod collpsiagotronm A % 
“ahs jenna 4d sot (seintos Baw od ereeq Mmeotteves 10% emesitio ‘. 
hoe cule ete ko eoutol” lasof oft ‘to vadotens # 2b.0H  otslue , 
4 at aac peel sd) Yo toh weet o)'ot aynoted ban seool 
doljamoues, subs) Paemowtet oat To sadmwen risroned oe ols if 
atiemne steihieh fiom nants temmotlog “tot lganitos najio eaw bas 
biota Quote Ite dul exedejo@ bHO edt at qidevodmonm eat oH 4 

coi taiabekh. te youl: ot iw hetsonteo et aentl Inmoizestotg = 
oii to adiade aslolt- ot SSAL as belie saw giniela oabul my ee 
esl sot douse ynidtT feyeolt wink Je to daubatg & #i orl ae 
Lier jocmohte ae nod end fin i teaobnt Jeong nwote antiodwbas / or: 
anid b.neitotiee lagtive dint seed baa wuidnioogen! toploeas-Inetag 2u0 
wos, bith a reaulpshivi 4% bituiodl’ sotptot: send? oved ofriste ew bus 


aairten YleVh soli Bind odd Te sodiom 9 et 7b boslo ..oreM |” 
at jo sodatom 8. of Godan “wiexaga WW qidesliied van pls kg iv 
viaubnod sishd 2 abwoita yell eect bas eos wie Bohai a 
’ it og “per ec ciedt G Be ae 
‘fett wt : J 


to rotivilos «ff 1A JUNGAWUM Jo YMaCADA aston sh, WOOK . 
sagt? heres os io Yalta) Yo etotet@ old .b 2 ye paved 
BNO 


) ofon 


edb | 


te aagei® » Joodsa 


o ie : a < fl 
i J : A) ae 
‘ j 


p Y ¢ ¥ ar Ae { 
Th : : a) . se a / yD i j Kee! 7A =19 


Pe PR ONE TEESE PE PEN ST AON RSE SET 


an a ee dae eee ao IL ROT 


LT Pee pe 


BIOGRAPHY 289 


conducted a combined grade and high school with twenty pupils en- 
rolled. During the first two years of its existence the first grade 
of the school was co-educational but this feature was dropped in 
1893 and since then enrollment has been restricted to Biris,< he 
first class, consisting of three members, was graduated in 1895. 

The enrollment steadily increased so that by 1897 the Senn house 
was inadequate and could no longer accommodate the classes. A 
new building on adjacent property was erected in that year and as 
the school grew the faculty was enlarged. By 1908 eight Sisters 
of Charity were engaged in teaching 220 girls. A quarter of a 
century later further changes were necessary and the two old build- 
ings were razed and the present fine school built to handle the ever 
increasing needs of a modern girls’ academy. 

The school. was accredited to Marquette University, and to the 
Catholic University of America in 1912, to the University of Wis- 
consin as well as to the State Teachers College in 1915, and was 
admitted to the North Central Association of Secondary Schools in 
1937. In the scholastic year of 1944-45 well over five hundred girls 
were registered for classes at Holy Angels. In addition to the regular 
high school curriculum complete courses are offered in piano, voice, 
violin, art, drama, physical education and commerce. The present 
faculty numbers thirty Sisters of Charity of the Blessed Virgin — 
Mary, whose motherhouse is in Dubuque, Iowa, two secular teachers, 
and one priest of Gesu Church of Milwaukee. 


Dr. ARCHIE C. GIFFORD, a representative of the dental profession 
in Oshkosh, where he has high rating as an orthodontist, exodontist 
and oral surgeon, has been a lifelong resident of Wisconsin, having 
been born in Rock County on a farm near Iikdgerton, June 26, 1884, 
a son of Frank G. and Elizabeth (Smith) Gifford. The father was 
born in the State of New York, his parents being Timothy A. and 
Arsula (King) Gifford, who became pioneer settlers of Rock County, 
where Timothy A. Gifford engaged in farming. The maternal grand- 
parents of the doctor were Mr. and Mrs. David Smith, who resided 
in Oil City, Pennsylvania, until they removed to Wisconsin, estab- 
lishing their home’in Rock County. In the family of Frank G. and 
Elizabeth (Smith) Gifford were but two children, William: M. and 
Archie C., 

After mastering the branches of learning taught in the country 
schools near his parents’ home Doctor Gifford entered the Janesville 
high school and then qualified for his profession as a student in 
Marquette University, which conferred on him the degree of Doctor 
of Dental Surgery in 1909. Coming to Oshkosh, he here began 
practicing and his capability was soon recognized in an increasing 
patronage. Aiways ambitious to broaden his knowledge and promote 
his efficiency, in 1914 he pursued a course in the Dewey School of 
Orthodontia. In 1920 he took several postgraduate courses in exo- 
dontia and oral surgery and has since specialized along those lines, 
with offices at 46 Washington Boulevard. His office is splendidly 
equipped with the latest devices and appliances to further his work 
and the results obtained are most gratifying to his patrons. His 
practice is now extensive as well as important in character, and his 
opinions concerning the complex problems of dentistry are largely 
accepted as authority. The doctor is a member of the Winnebago 
County Dental Association, the Wisconsin State Dental Association 
and the American Dental Association. He also belongs to the Ameri- 
can Association of Orthodontia. He likewise belongs to the Alumni 
Association of the Dewey School, being a past president and secretary. 
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Doctor Gifford’s activity outside of professional circles is largely 
in the breeding and raising of hunting dogs and Guernsey cattle. 
He turns to fishing for recreation when leisure permits. He is 
well known in Masonic circles, having taken the higher degrees of 
the order and become a Shriner. He is likewise a member of the 
Kiwanis Club, of which he formerly served as president, also of 
the B. P. O. Elks and he is interested in all that pertains to the 
welfare of the community and to public progress. 

In 1905 Doctor Gifford was united in marriage to Della A. Smith, 
of Oshkosh, who died in 1937. They were parents of one child, 
Donna Marie, who attended the public schools of Oshkosh until she 
had completed the high school course and afterward was a student 
in the Oshkosh Teachers College, after which she engaged in teach- 
ing until her marriage to G. Roy Jensen, who is now serving in the 
United States Army. The doctor’s second wife was formerly Alma 
LL. Prahl, of Oshkosh, and they occupy an enviable position in the 
social circles of the city. 


JOSEPH THOMAS GALLAGHER, superintendent of claims with the 
Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company, with which business 
he has been continuously connected since 1916, was born in Metomen, 
Wisconsin, May 12, 1885, a son of Peter and Mary (Quinn) Galla- 
gher, both of whom were born in the vicinity of Westport, Ireland. 
The father came to the United States when a young man of twenty 
years. He early learned and for many years followed the black- 
smith’s trade and during the Civil War period he filled the position 
of postmaster of Metomen. 

The boyhood days of Joseph TI’. Gallagher were largely spent in 
Racine, Wisconsin, where in time he was graduated from the Racine 
high school as a member of the class of 1908. From 1905 until 1909 
he filled the position of secretary of the board of education there 


and later he attended the University of Wisconsin, where he studied | 


in the letters and science department. He was also a student in 
Columbia University of New York for a time and he secured his 
Bachelor of Laws degree at the University of Wisconsin in 1915. 
Ilis college fraternities are Phi Gamma Delta and Phi Delta Phi. 

Mr. Gallagher did not pursue his studies continuously, for at 
times he was active in business life. In 1909 and 1910 he was a 
reporter with the Wisconsin Tax Commission and from 1910 until 
1915 acted as secretary to Chief Justice John B. Winslow of the 
Supreme Court, filling that position while pursuing his law studies. 
In 1915 and 1916 he was engaged in the practice of law at Stevens 
Point, Wisconsin. In the latter year he was appointed assistant 
superintendent of claims for the Northwestern Mutual Life Insur- 
ance Company, with which he has since remained, serving as assist- 
ant superintendent for sixteen years, on the expiration of which 
period he was made superintendent of the department and so con- 
tinues. 

Mr. Gallagher was formerly president of the Milwaukee Central 
Council of Social Agencies and has long been interested in projects 
for the benefit of his fellowmen. For several years he served as 
chairman of the Milwaukee Community Fund’s budget committee, 
which had under its direction the budgets of the health agencies. He 
also served on the fund’s general budget committee. He was secre- 
tary and a director of the Milwaukee Rotary Club and he has served 
as a trustee and air raid warden of the village of Whitefish Bay. He 
has manifested a zealous and helpful interest in boys’ work, believing 
in giving youth every opportunity for normal and healthful develop- 
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ment. He belongs to the International Claims Association and has 
frequently talked before public gatherings on phases of law in con- 
nection with the settlement of insurance claims. He has been a lecturer 
of the Holy Name Society and is a past grand knight of Marquette 
Council of the Knights of Columbus, which indicates his identifica- 
tion with the Catholic church. In World War II Mr. Gallagher was 
a volunteer war bond salesman and represented the insurance field 
as a member of the Milwaukee advisory committee of the Office of 
Civilian Requirements, War Production Board. In addition to mem- 
berships in the Rotary Club and Knights of Columbus he is a member 
of the University Haresfoot Club, the Serra Club of Milwaukee and 
the Milwaukee, Wisconsin and American Bar associations. He is 
also a‘member of the board of directors of the St. Rosa’s Orphan 
Society of Milwaukee. 

On the 27th of June, 1917, Mr. Gallagher married Miss Mary 
Ramona Pfiffner, of Stevens Point, Wisconsin, and they have two 
daughters, Mary Ramona Harlow, of Almond, Wisconsin, and Jose- 
phine Therese, a student at Marquette University. They also have 
a grandson, Joseph Patrick Harlow II. 


VICTOR MANFRED STAMM, of Milwaukee, became general agent 
for The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company on July 12, 
1931, after ten years’ previous connection with the company as 
special agent, and during the twenty-four years that he has devoted 
to the business he has thoroughly acquainted himself with every 
phase of this branch of insurance and has become a strong and 
forceful factor in the success of the business which he represents. 
He spent the greater part of his life in Milwaukee, arriving here 
in his early youth in company with his parents, who left New England 
to become residents of the Middle West. He was born in Burlington, 
Vermont, August 22, 1878, a son of Meno and Elsie (Graf) Stamm, 
both of whom were of German birth, the father having been born 
in Hamburg in October, 1844, while the mother was born in Heidel- 
berg on the 29th of August, 1843. They were still in their minority 
when they came to the United States and they were married in New 
England, where they lived until they came to Wisconsin during the 
very early youth of their son Victor. 

The public school system of Milwaukee afforded Victor M. Stamm 
his early educational opportunities and he continued his education 
with a commercial course in the Spencerian Business College, after 
which he put his theoretical training to the practical test by becoming 
a clerk in the employ of the Goodyear Rubber Company. That he 
was qualified for the work is indicated in the fact that he continued 
with that corporation for eighteen years and within that period 
gained a number of promotions that brought him in time to the 
position of sales manager. He has ever shown adaptability and 
enterprise and the passing years have chronicled his steadily increas- 
ing power and efficiency. 

Mr. Stamm changed his connection in 1914 when he established 
a branch house in Milwaukee for the United States Rubber Company 
and was appointed branch manager, serving in that position until 
December 20, 1920, when he resigned and entered the life insurance 
field, in which he has since operated. He became special agent for The 
Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company and closely applied 
himself to a mastery of the business in principle and detail. Ten 
years passed and his powers as an insurance agent gained the recog- 
nition of the company as seen in his appointment to the position of 
general agent at Milwaukee in 1931. His business is today extensive 
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and he holds high rating in insurance circles because of the clear 
and forceful manner in which he presents the business to prospective 
customers, leaving no doubt in their minds as to the real worth of 
the proposition. 

On the 25th of October, 1905, Mr. Stamm married Elizabeth 
Davies Throne, of Watertown, Wisconsin, a daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. John Throne. Her father was born in Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
vania, and on coming to Wisconsin in the late 1870s settled at Water- 
town. Mr. and Mrs. Stamm have one son, John Davies, who was 
born in Milwaukee, May 2, 1911, attended the State Normal School, 
the Milwaukee University School and afterward was graduated from 
New York University, where he majored in journalism. He is now 
serving in the navy as a lieutenant in connection with World War II. 
The family belong to St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, in which Mr. 
Stamm is serving as a vestryman. Politically he maintains an inde- 
pendent course, voting for men and measures rather than party. 
In matters of citizenship, however, his influence is always found on 
the side of progress and improvement, and during the first World 
War he was captain of various Liberty Loan and Red Cross cam- 
paigns. He was president of the Rotary Club in 1919 and has always 
cooperated with its progressive activities in behalf of public welfare. 
On May 17, 1927, he received from Marquette University a Certificate 
of Distinguished Civie Service. He belongs to the Association of 
Commerce, in which he is serving as chairman of the publicity com- 
mittee, and he has membership in the Milwaukee Athletic Club, 
Milwaukee Club, University Club and Milwaukee Country Club. He 
is president of the Milwaukee Council of Boy Scouts, a member of the 
Masonic order, and was chairman of the Milwaukee County com- 
munity club in 1926. Both he and his wife are much interested in 
music and in church work. He is a lover of golf and outdoor sports. 
His interests have thus been wide and varied, leading to a well 
rounded development, resulting from a correct evaluation of those 
things which make up human existence with due regard to the more 
important elements that make for success in business and for sub- 
stantial character development. 


FRANK C. Kuope. It was in 1880 that Frank C. Klode came to 
America from his native land, Germany, seeking the opportunities 
that he believed might be found in the new world. He was then a 
youth of but fourteen years, hopeful and determined, and that deter- 
mination carried him far on the road to success and gained him 
prominence in connection with the public affairs of his adopted state, 
for he became state director of public welfare for Wisconsin. His 
death occurred February 9, 1944. Mr. Klode was born in Germany, 
February 13, 1866, a son of Frank C. and Maria (Baier) Klode. 
Arriving in the United States, he made his way to Milwaukee, where 
he was employed in a hardware store for a time. Later he went 
to Minnesota, where he engaged in farming for four years. 

On the expiration of that period Mr. Klode returned to Milwaukee. 
During his previous stay in that city he had attended night school 
through three winters to supplement the elementary education which 
he had acquired in his native land and he also learned the cigar 
making trade there but the work did not suit him and he sought 
other fields of activity in which he might advance. With his return 
from Minnesota he became driver of a delivery wagon in connection 
with a retail furniture business and subsequently was made a sales- 
man in a store. In 1908 he bought the controlling interest in the 
business, which he then conducted with success for sixteen years. 
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In 1924 he sold out to Mr. Hartman, to whom he leased the building 
for a period of fifty years. Mr. Hartman then carried on the business 
for nine years, but could not make it pay and Mr. Klode again took 
it over, stocked it with a thoroughly modern and attractive line of 
furniture and put it in charge of his son, Emil R., who is now the 
sole owner, carrying on the store under the name of the Klode Furni- 
ture Company. 

In all of his business affairs Frank C. Klode prospered and became 
one of the substantial citizens of Madison. In his business life he 
displayed broad vision and keen discernment, readily recognizing 
the value of the opportunities presented and utilizing them in a 
manner that brought gratifying returns. In 1926 he was appointed 
a member of the State Board of Control and was assigned to the 
position of state director of public welfare. During his tenure of 
office he saved the state a million dolars and made many changes 
which have proved very beneficial. He abolished the silent system 
in the prisons and also the law to shave prisoners’ heads. Each 
inmate is allowed to shave himself if he so wishes, being permitted 
to use a safety razor, and they are also allowed to roll their own 
smokes. He received more for the money expended and attained 
better results for expenditures for the state than any other man in 
the same position and his control of his department proved highly 
satisfactory to the general public and beneficial to those under his 
control in this connection. 

While on the steamer coming from Germany Mr. Klode formed 
the acquaintance of Miss Emily Tonn, who had come from the same 
district of Germany in which he had lived, but they had never met 
until they were en route to the United States. This acquaintance 
deepened into a friendship that resulted in their marriage in Min- 
nesota, and they became parents of a son and daughter: Emil R., 
now one of the successful retail furniture merchants of Milwaukee; 
and Helen Maria, the wife of August Moeller. Mr. Klode was a 
member of the Lutheran church. In Masonry he attained the thirty- 
second degree of the Scottish Rite, and he also belonged to the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. His interests centered in 
those channels through which flow the greatest and most permanent 
good to the greatest number, and in all things he was a civic-minded 
citizen who never had occasion to regret his determination to come 
to America, for here he found the opportunities which he sought 
and in their utilization worked his way steadily upward. 


Dr. Harry H. MEUSEL. Thirty-eight years have been added to 
the cycle of the centuries since Dr. Harry H. Meusel began the 
practice of medicine in Oshkosh, where he is now dean of the pro- 
fession and where he has always been regarded as a leading repre- 
sentative of his chosen calling in this section of the state. He was 
born December 21, 1878, in the city which is still his home, a son 
of Oswald H. and Lezzette (Helm) Meusel. The father was born 
in bitterfeldt, Saxony, Germany, and when eighteen years of age 
came to the new world, settling first in Louisville, Kentucky, whence 
he removed to Oshkosh in 1854. He had previously learned and 
followed the tailor’s trade, but here he turned his attention to the 
wholesale liquor business and also conducted a grocery store. He 
married Lezzette Helm, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Helm, 
and she was only three years of age when her parents brought her 
from Germany to the United States, her father becoming identified 
with farming interests in Wisconsin, owning and cultivating land 
near Oshkosh. 
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Doctor Meusel was the youngest in a family of twelve children. 
His father died at the age of fifty-four years and the mother after- 
ward became the wife of Ernest Baumann and removed to Sheboygan, 
so that Doctor Meusel was educated in Glenbeulah, attending the 
grade and high schools. He started out in the business world as 
an employe in a drug store and took up the study of pharmacy, 
passing an examination in 1898 that made him a registered pharma- 
cist. The same year, however, he enlisted for military service, for 
the country was then involved in the Spanish-American war, and 
for two and a half years he was on active duty in the Philippines. 

After receiving his discharge from the army Doctor Meusel took 
up the study of medicine in Northwestern University in 1901 and 
received his M. D. degree from that institution in 1905, after which 
he returned to Oshkosh and began practice. His record stands in 
contradistinction to the old adage that a prophet is not without honor 
save in his own country, for in the city in which he has always 
lived he has gained a liberal patronage, which he well merits, for 
he is most careful and painstaking in the performance of his duties, 
is careful in diagnosis and through reading and study keeps in touch 
with the progress that is continually being made in methods of 
medical practice and procedure, being at all times observant of the 
highest ethical standards of the profession. 

Doctor Meusel keeps in touch with the activities of his colleagues 
and contemporaries through his membership in the Winnebago 
County and Wisconsin State Medical societies, the American Medical 
Association and the American College of Physio-Therapy.  Fra- 
ternally he is a Mason, has attained the thirty-second degree in the 
consistory and is a member of the Shrine. He belongs to the Epis- 
copal church and his appreciation of the social amenities of life is 
shown in his connection with the Oshkosh Country Club, but his 
attention is chiefly given to his professional duties. In addition to 
his private practice he is serving on the staff of both hospitals of 
Oshkosh. 

In 1905 Doctor Meusel married Miss Mate De Smith, of She- 
boygan. Their daughter, Mary Jane, born in 1918, attended the 
Oshkosh high school, Lawrence College at Appleton, Wisconsin, and 
the University of Wisconsin. She is now the wife of John J. 
Schneider, of Mayville, Wisconsin, who is a lieutenant, junior grade, 
in the navy. They have two children, Susan Elizabeth, who was 
born March 26, 1941, and Martha Jean, born September 24, 1944. 


RUDOLPH J. MUDROCH, assistant register of probate in Milwaukee 
and a representative of the bar of this city since 1919, was born in 
Mischicott, Wisconsin, June 17, 1894, his parents being Anton and 
Mary Hrdina Mudroch, both of whom were natives of Bohemia. 
The father was a farmer who followed his chosen calling in Mani- 
towoc County, Wisconsin, but he died when his son Rudolph was but 
three years old. His wife had come to the United States with her 
parents in her girlhood days and her father was identified with agri- 
cultural interests in Manitowoc County. Mrs. Mudroch was the 
mother of five children, three sons and two daughters, of whom one 
son, John Mudroch, served as city treasurer of Milwaukee. A second 
son, Joseph Mudroch, became a physician and surgeon and practiced 
in Columbus, Wisconsin. 

The mother and her older sons assisted Rudolph J. Mudroch in 
gaining his education and after mastering the work of the elemen- 
tary grades he was graduated from the North Division high school 
of Milwaukee with the class of 1918. He had previously attended the 
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country schools of Manitowoc County and also parochial schools, 
and after completing his high school course he entered the Milwaukee 
County School of Agriculture, where he was accorded his diploma. 
He afterward spent three years in attendance at the Marquette Law 
School and was admitted to the Wisconsin bar on the 12th of Au- 
gust, 1919. He enlisted for service in the first World War, joining 
the ordnance department. He was sent to the Ordnance Supply 
School at Camp Hancock, Georgia, and later was assigned to the 
Seventh Trench Mortar Battalion, with which he went to France. 

After receiving his discharge from the military service, Mr. Mud- 
roch resumed his law studies at Marquette Law School and took the 
bar examination, which he successfully passed August 12, 1919. He 
was then engaged in the general practice of law for about sixteen 
years or until May, 1935, since which time he has been first assistant 
register of probate for Milwaukee County, his work having to do 
with probate matters. His appointment came to him through civil 
service examination and prior to that time he was somewhat active 
in the work of the Socialist party, having been a candidate for Civil 
Court judge and also for the office of district attorney. He put 
aside general practice to accept his present position, and he is well 
known in court circles here. 

On the 21st of November, 1925, Mr. Mudroch was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Hattie Nowak, of Milwaukee, a daughter of Charles 
and Rose (Schmidt) Nowak. They have one son, John R. The par- 
ents have membership in the Catholic church and Mr. Mudroch also 
belongs to the American Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars, thus 
retaining pleasant connections with his fellow veterans of World 


War I 


HELEN E. GILL, secretary of the State Industrial Commission, 
which position she is filling most efficiently, has been a lifelong resi- 
dent of Madison and her parents, George and Anna (Sutherland) 
Gill, were also natives of Dane County. The former was a son of 
Eli and Margaret (Byrne) Gill, the former a native of Canada and 
the latter of Vermont. They were farming people and on leaving 
the Green Mountain State they removed westward to Wisconsin in 
1854, settling in Dane County. Their son, George Gill, reared and 
educated in Dane County, afterward became the president of the 
Gill Brothers funeral establishment, founding the business in 1890 
and conducting it successfully until about 1915. He died in Novem- 
ber, 1939, and was survived until 1941 by his wife, who was a 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Chester Sutherland, who also came to 
this state from Vermont and established their residence near Madi- 
son, Mr. Sutherland devoting his attention to agricultural pursuits. 
In the family of George and Anna (Sutherland) Gill were three chil- 
dren, the two brothers of Miss Gill being Chester and Donald Gill. 
The former, a resident of Madison, married Florence Krause, of 
Sun Prairie, Wisconsin, and they have three children, James, George 
and Robert, while Donald Gill wedded Mary Bennett, of Viroqua, 
Wisconsin. 

At the usual age Helen Gill entered the public schools of Madison, 
completed the work of the grades and of the high school and then 
enrolled as a student in the University of Wisconsin, where she won 
her Bachelor of Arts degree at her graduation with the class of 
1921. After a year of leisure she entered the office of the State 
Industrial Commission, where she has since remained, winning pro- 
motion to the responsible position of secretary to the Commission, 
in which capacity she is now serving. Her college sorority is Kappa 
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Alpha Theta. She is a member of the Attic Angels, a charitable in- 
stitution which has greatly aided the poor and suffering, and she 
also has membership in St. Raphael’s Catholic Church, of which her 
father’s people were among the original communicants. She has a 
wide acquaintance in Madison, where her entire life has been passed 
and where she has an extensive circle of friends. 


PAUL E, REDEMANN is president of the Redemann Real Estate 
and Insurance Company and is the secretary of the Oshkosh Stone 
Company, two substantial business enterprises of Oshkosh. Born 
in Ripon, Wisconsin, May 15, 1886, Mr. Redemann is a son of Ernst 
and Ida (Reeck) Redemann, who were natives of Germany. The 
father was a son of William Redemann, who died in Germany. In 
that country Ernst Redemann learned the tailor’s trade, which he 
followed after coming to the United States, carrying on business in 
Ripon. There he married Ida Reeck, who crossed the Atlantic from 
Germany with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. William Reeck. They, 
too, established their home in Ripon, where Mr. Reeck engaged in 
gardening. 

Paul KE. Redemann was the fourth in order of birth in a family 
of eleven children and he pursued his education in the grade schools 
of Ripon and in the Oshkosh Business College. He came to Oshkosh 
in 1906 and after completing his studies here he started in the real 
estate and insurance business, in which he has since engaged, meet- 
ing with gratifying success from the beginning. He first organized 
the company in connection with Andrew A. Senn, under the firm 
name of Redemann & Senn, on May 1, 1913, but after a year the 
partnership was dissolved and Mr. Redemann carried on the busi- 
ness alone until 1929, when he incorporated, capitalizing the business 
for twenty-five thousand dollars. Mr. Redemann assumed the presi- 
dency with Kimball Clark as the vice president and Paul E. Redemann 
Jr. as secretary and treasurer, while Warren Redemann, the younger 
son of Mr. Redemann, was made assistant treasurer. Mr. Redemann 
has put on a number of subdivisions, the Stevens Circle being one 
of the largest of these. Lake Shore property has been his chief field 
in opening these subdivisions, which have become important resi- 
dential sections of the city. The company also carries all lines of 
insurance and gives employment to five people. 

Mr. Redemann is also the secretary and Paul Jr. the treasurer 
of the Oshkosh Stone Company, which was organized in 1929 by 
Chris Genal, who is now deceased. The present officers are Henry 
G. Doemel, president; Kimball Clark, vice president; Mr. Redemann, 
secretary; and Paul Redemann Jr., treasurer. The company pur- 
chased six acres of land with a rock and stone deposit, from which 
they supply a great deal to the city and county for use in road build- 
ing and construction work. They have all modern equipment for 
handling their output and give employment to eight people. Both 
business enterprises with which Mr. Redemann is associated are being 
profitably conducted and he has won a creditable place among the 
representative business men of Oshkosh. 

Mr. Redemann was marrigd io iinda Doemel, of Oshkosh, and 
they have two sons. Paul Wi. Jr., born July 5, 1915, attended the 
local schools and is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin. He 
married Katherine Jones, of Kau Claire, who is also a graduate of 
the University of Wisconsin, and they have one child, Nancy Jean, 
born June 17, 1940. Warren F. Redemann, the second son, born 
November 27, 1920, completed his high school education and then, 
like his brother, joined his father in the real estate and insurance 
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business, with which he was connected until his induction into the 
army. He was on duty with the infantry forces in the Pacific until 
he contracted a tropical disease and is now in a hospital in Florida 
to recuperate. 

Mr. Redemann has always felt deep concern for the moral progress 
of his community and for twenty-nine years has been a deacon in 
St. Paul’s Evangelical Reformed Church, while for thirty-seven years 
he has been superintendent of the Sunday school. He is also a loyal 
follower of the teachings of Masonry and both he and his wife are 
members of the Kastern Star, of which he is a past patron, while his 
wife is a past worthy matron and ex-worthy high priestess of the 
White Shrine and is very active in Red Cross work. Mr. Rede- 
mann ‘is also a past president of the Wisconsin Real Estate Brokers 
and is a member and director of the National Taxation Committce. 
His interest in all matters pertaining to the public welfare is mani- 


.fest in many tangible ways and he is indeed a valued and public 


spirited citizen who enjoys the respect and warm regard of all with 
whom he is brought in contact. 

Mr. Doemel, brother-in-law of Mr. Redemann and the president 
of the Oshkosh Stone Company, was born in Oshkosh in 1893. He, 
too, is a member of the Masonic order and he belongs to St. Paul’s 
Evangelical Reformed Church. His wife was formerly Ruby Zarling, 
of Oshkosh. Kimball Clark, also associated with the Stone Company, 
was likewise born in Oshkosh, where he is now a leading and suc- 
cessful business man. He is connected with several other of the 
important commercial enterprises of the city, including the Conti- 
nental Clothing Company and the Oshkosh Office Supply Company. 


ALFRED CHRISTIAN LOOSE. There is no one who contributed 
more extensively or beneficially to the upbuilding and development 
of Milwaukee County in the past decade and a half than did Alfred 
Christian Loose, who served for five terms as mayor of Wauwatosa 
and did much to make it a model city. By profession a lawyer, he 
practiced in the city of Milwaukee, where he won a high and well 
merited reputation as a trial attorney. 

Born in Milwaukee, August 28, 1884, he was of German descent 
through his grandparents, Christian and Caroline Loose, who in 
1848 came from the south of Germany to the United States, making 
this city their destination. Here Christian Loose followed shoe- 
making but at the time of the Civil War put aside all business and 
personal considerations and served in the Union Army as a member 
of a Wisconsin regiment. His son, Adolph Ludwig Loose, born in 
Milwaukee in 1861, was here reared and for forty years or more 
was a wholesale grocery salesman but is now living retired from 
business, having reached the age of eighty-three years. He married 
Mathilda Schmeichel, daughter of Wilhelm Schmeichel, who came 
from Germany to Milwaukee and here engaged in blacksmithing, as 
he also did in Watertown, Wisconsin. 

Alfred C. Loose attended the Highteenth ward public school, of 
which one of Milwaukee’s foremost educators, the late Albert E. 
Cobbel, was the principal, and later he was graduated from the East 
Division high school. He then obtained a position in the advertising 
department of the National Brake & Electric Company of this city 
and worked his way upward to advertising manager and to pur- 
chasing agent. In 1911 he became executive clerk in the gsheriff’s 
office and was under-sheriff in 1915-16. He next served as chief 
clerk in the district attorney’s office, and his interest in the legal 
profession was aroused, leading him to begin law reading. Subse- 
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quently attending the Marquette Law School, he took the required 
examination and was admitted to the bar on August 2, 1924, after 


which he became a member of the law firm of Loose & Topolinski, | 


From 1924 until 1934 he specialized in criminal law and was counsel 
in many notable cases in the Milwaukee courts, including the famous 
Mantei case, which involved the rights of individuals guaranteed 
by the Federal Constitution to be immune from unlawful search and 
seizure by the state. 


On April 2, 1934, Mr. Loose became mayor of Wauwatosa, serv- | 


ing for the fifth term, and his record was an outstanding one in 
the history of the state. With the assistance of the city council he 
instituted civil service for public employees and for some officials 
who were formerly elected. The ordinance which sanctions this 


is considered a model one and is being used as an example by other | 


cities throughout the country. He instituted definite standards for 


| 


the utility and service departments and he promoted many other | 


plans which are of much benefit in municipal affairs. Wauwatosa 
has the lowest tax rate in Milwaukee County and has enjoyed the 
largest building program, over twelve hundred homes having been 
built from 1936 to 1940, while in 1936 more homes were erected in 
Wauwatosa than in the city of Milwaukee. Wauwatosa’s water 
system is municipally owned and it has the lowest water rate of any 


city in the county. It has also had the largest increase in population | 
in the decade between 1930 and 1940. It is known as the “city of 


health, homes and happiness.” It is largely residential, rather than 
industrial, and many professional and business executives of Mil- 
waukee make it their home. There are more public parkways here 
than in any town in the state and that Mr. Loose’s methods received 
strong endorsement of his fellow townsmen is indicated in the fact 
that when he was last elected he received the largest vote that had 
been given him. His belief was that a city can be run as efficiently 
and cheaply as private business enterprises, and one of the times 
that he had been elected was without opposition, another proof of 
the confidence reposed in him. In politics he was a Republican but 
no political consideration entered into any of his official activities. 

Mr. Loose was much interested in the Kiwanis Club and its work 
and he was also active in the Masonic order, being a past master 
of his lodge. He was especially interested and active in everything 
pertaining to the veterans of the World War and their problems, 
and in recognition of the worth of his services he was made an 
honorary member of the Army and Navy Union Garrison No. 504. 
Working with every organization to promote religious, cultural and 
civic development, he contributed much to Wauwatosa’s advance- 
ment along those lines. He was a member of the board of trustees 
of the Wisconsin League of Municipalities and he regarded the ex- 
pression of standards of citizenship to be the duty of every indi- 
vidual. His public work was always based upon careful considera- 
tions of public questions, opportunities and methods, with results 
that are far-reaching and constructive. He was a thirty-second 
degree Mason, a member of the Sons of Veterans through his grand- 
father and was a member of the Milwaukee County Bar Association, 
the Wisconsin State Bar Association and the American Bar Asso- 
ciation. His recreation was largely in amateur gardening and the 
raising of flowers. Mr. Loose passed away October 15, 1943, after 
a short illness. Wauwatosa feels his loss very keenly. It is said he 
was Wauwatosa’s best mayor. 

Mr. Loose married Alice Seeger, who was born in France, and 
came to Milwaukee in 1897 with her parents. She takes a very active 
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part in the Woman’s Club, in the work of fraternal organizations, in 
humanitarian and charitable organizations and in the religious life 
of the community. Two children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Loose: 
Alfred Jr., now in the army during the second World War, and 
Margaret, the wife of Walter Kadow. 

Mr. Loose was a dog fancier, as is also Mrs. Loose, which became 
their principal hobby. Mr. Loose’s constant companion for twelve 
years was Duke, a pure bred police dog. For years they have 
raised pedigreed Kerry Blue Terriers, and Mrs. Loose’s personal 
pride was The “Loose Blue Bomber,” the Kerry Blue Terrier that 
took many blue ribbons at many dog shows. Since her husband’s 
death she has continued to raise and show these Kerry Blue Terriers, 
which have all been prize winners. She shows these dogs in all 
principal dog shows in many states and consequently they consume 
a large share of her time. 


LUCIAN SCHLIMGEN, a memorial artist of outstanding achievement 
and notable creative ability, is carrying on business in Madison but 
is nationally known in this connection, his work receiving recognition 
from such publications as the Monwment and Cemetery Review of 
Buffalo, New York. His record is one of steady advancement and 
his work expresses the highest ideals of service in this field. Born 
in Madison, Mr. Schlimgen is a son of Fred M. and Emma (Heilman) 
Schlimgen, the family also numbering a daughter, Esther, who mar- 
ried Clifford H. Rucker, of Madison, and they had two children, 
Robert and June. The grandfather, John Schlimgen, a native of 
Bonn in Westphalia, Germany, came to Madison in 1848 and estab- 
lished his first business on Capital Square in 1854, thus making the 
Schlimgen Monument business one of the oldest established lines in 
the city of Madison. His children were: William who became an 
architect in New York City and died in 1936; Fred; Louise, of Madi- 
son; Michael, associated with his brother Fred and who died in 
1926; Bertha, who married William J. Lohrer, of Madison, and who 
died in 1916. 

After mastering the branches of learning taught in the grades 
and high school of Madison, Lucian Schlimgen attended successively 
Notre Dame University, the University of Wisconsin, Harvard Col- 
lege and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, receiving from 
the last named his Bachelor of Science degree in mechanical engineer- 
ing in 1921. In the meantime, leaving his studies at the University 
of Wisconsin, he had rendered military service to his country as a 
second lieutenant in the Marine Flying Corps in the first World War, 
remaining with his command until after the cessation of hostilities, 
when he received his discharge. 

Mr. Schlimgen then resumed his studies and when his college 
course wes completed he joined his father in the business of creating 
monuments and memorials, being of the third generation of the 
family in this line. In 1882 his grandfather, John Schlimgen, had 
purchased the business from John Henrichs and had removed the 
plant to King and Butler streets. The following year his son, Fred 
Schlimgen, began working in the shop and assumed active man- 
agement a little later. In 1892 he acquired a half interest in the 
business, which thereafter was conducted under the name of 
Schlimgen & Son. In 1896 they purchased the Abbott business and 
property at West Main and Fairchild streets, remaining at that loca- 
tion until the necessity for larger quarters in order to meet the 
increased demand of their trade resulted in the erection of a com- 
modious plant at 1827 University Avenue in 1914. The new structure 
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contained about 15,000 feet of floor space and was valued at $75,000. 
In 1898 John Schlimgen, the senior partner, retired and Fred 
Schlimgen took over the business, which he carried on most suc- 
cessfully until his demise in 1931. Here he was joined by his son 
Lucian. They erected the Ringling Mausoleum at Baraboo and also 
designed the monuments erected on the battlefield of Vicksburg by 
the state. Since 1928 the business has been carried on under the 
name of Schlimgen Memorials Inc. 

In the spring of 1986, five years after his father’s death, Lucian 
Schlimgen had retired from the older company and established a 
business under his own name. The following year he purchased 
Schlimgen Memorials Inc. and is now carrying on his interests on 
University Avenue, where he has a new studio of whitewashed tile, 
trimmed with colorful crab orchard stone. The place is beautifully 
landscaped, as would be expected from one who has so long been a 
stanch advocate of the importance of beauty in a cemetery. All of his 
designs and creations have a perfection characteristic of a master. 
Sarcophagi, mausoleums, columns, sundials, crosses and ledgers have 
all been represented in his work. Combining a rich architectural 
background with good taste and a thorough understanding of the 
production of monuments, he creates many beautiful memorials and 
his art has been appreciated and utilized by some of the best known 
and wealthiest men of the country. It was he who designed the 
famous Ellenberg cross. For many years he has been an outstanding 
personality in connection with American memorial art. A graduate 
in architecture and mechanical engineering, he is at once an artist 
and a scientist. A designer of extraordinary ability and a scholar, 
he devotes much of his time to petrog ‘aphic microscopy. He contends 
that the cemetery is no place for experiments in vogues and styles. 
The very nature of a memorial calls for dignity and restraint, and 
these qualities are emphasized in the best of modern architecture 
which can be applied in memorial design. 

Krnest S. Leland, outstanding national authority on architecture 
of this class, refers to Mr. Schlimgen in a published article as follows: 
“Notable among the able craftsmen of today is Lucian Schlimgen 
of Wisconsin, who is successfully introducing the modern architecture 
in memorial design. His work reflects 4 definite modern influence 
and he keeps abreast of the times in all important problems of the 
art.” He has served three terms as president of the Memorial Crafts- 
men of America Association, of which his father was also president 
and one of the founders. Lucian Schlimgen is the society’s repre- 
sentative on the Memorial Extension Commission and he was largely 
responsible for the unique exhibit of commemorative arts at the 
Grand Central Palace during the New York convention of that society. 
Like his father, he has also been president of the Wisconsin Associa- 
tion of Memorial Craftsmen. His leadership sets a fine example 
to the industry, for he has done much to further memorial art and 
advance its standards and today his name is known from coast to 
coast as a leader in this field. 

Mr. Schlimgen’s wife is also intensely interested in the work and 
is a real helpmate to him in this. It was in 1924 that he married 
Angela Sullivan, of Dubuque, Iowa, a daughter of James and Hope D. 
(Lagen) Sullivan, the latter a daughter of Bernard and Mary Anne 
(Fitzpatrick) Lagen. Mrs. Schlimgen’s grandparents in the paternal 
line have both passed away, her grandfather at the age of eighty- 
two and her grandmother when Seventy-two years of age. Her father 
is also deceased but her mother is stil] living in Dubuque. Her uncle 
lived in the old log cabin which is now in Kagle Point Park in 
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Dubuque, where it was placed for preservation as a pioneer shrine. 
Mr. and Mrs. Schlimgen are the parents of two children: Lucian Lt, 
born September 14, 1925, and Ann Dre, a daughter born on March 8, 
1927. The family attends the Holy Redeemer Catholic Church and 
Mr. Schlimgen is also a member of the Knights of Columbus. 

In reviewing his life it is noteworthy that art has been a vital 
force in all that he has undertaken and accomplished, and in addition 
to his memorial work he does landscaping. In the former line most 
of the mechanical work is turned over to others while Mr. Schlimgen 
gives his attention to designing, and it is because of his skill in that 
field and his naturally artistic feeling that he has advanced far 
beyond the ranks of the many and stands among the highly successful 
and capable few in the field of memorial art in America. 


EDWIN RICE GODFREY. High on the roll of those who have con- 
tributed to Milwaukee’s commercial history should be placed the 
name of Edwin Rice Godfrey, who here established and developed 
what became the largest wholesale grocery house of Wisconsin. In 
business affairs he was forceful and resourceful and displayed 
marked initiative, never fearing to venture where favoring oppor- 
tunity pointed the way. 

Born in Bangor, Maine, Edwin R. Godfrey was a son of Edwin 
and Harriet (Rice) Godfrey and came of French and English an- 
cestry, being a descendant of Thomas Dudley, the first governor of 
Massachusetts. He acquired his education in the public schools -of 
his native city and started out in the business world by handling 
butter and eggs, this being the initial step that led him eventually 
into the field of wide distribution of foods. He came to Milwaukee 
in 1860 and originated his own business, in association with his son, 
as a wholesale dealer in foods. This was steadily increased until it 
reached its present prestige, the firm being recognized as the largest 
Wholesale food distributors in Wisconsin. The policy has ever been 
“quality plus,” allowing reasonable profit for retailers, and the firm 
has ever maintained the standards thus early established. In 1915 
the firm adopted the name “Silver Buckle” for their brands, and 
the name has become the synonym for high standard goods over a 
wide territory to which their shipments are made. Mr. Godfrey 
was one of the originators of what is now the national organization 
of the Independent Grocers Alliance of America, which has done 
much to standardize and stimulate trade for the independent deal- 
ers of the country. After successfully establishing their business 
in Milwaukee, E. R. Godfrey & Sons Company opened a branch 
house in Madison. Mr. Godfrey largely confined his financial in- 
terests to his wholesale grocery business, yet had some outside in- 
vestments. He became a director of the Milwaukee National Bank 
and the Milwaukee Cold Storage Company. 

Mr. Godfrey married Susan A. Rogers, who was a member of 
one of the leading pioneer families of Milwaukee, its representatives 
at one time owning several properties that are now in the heart of 
the city. Of the children born of this marriage several died in early 
life, while those who reached adult age were: Edwin Rogers, who 
married Florence Swan, and is now deceased; William Allen, who 
married Sarah Kneeland; Charles H., also deceased, who had mar- 
ried Florence Seymour; Helen, the wife of Dr. H. G. Morton; and 
James D., who married Daisy Danielson. 

Mr. Godfrey, whose death occurred in 1922, was a Republican 
in his political affiliations and his civic spirit was shown in his ac- 
ceptance of the mayoralty of Wauwatosa for the term from 1908 to 
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1910. He possessed the enterprising spirit of the West, for he was 
a young boy when his father, together with other members of the 
family, left Bangor, Maine, and journeyed to Hannibal, Missouri. 
Edwin R. Godfrey when in his teens assisted his father in his Han- 
nibal store, thus gaining practical knowledge of mercantile meth- 
ods. At the age of eighteen he came to Milwaukee, where soon after- 
ward he established himself in business as a wholesale dealer in 
butter and eggs. Later he began wholesaling fresh fruits and vege- 
tables, then foods of all kinds, thus developing the extensive house 
of Kk. R. Godfrey & Sons Company, which is a monument to his enter- 
prise and intelligently directed effort. 


JAMES DUDLEY GODFREY, president of E. R. Godfrey & Sons Com- 
pany, conducting an extensive wholesale grocery business in Milwau- 
kee, was born July 11, 1879, in the city which is still his home, his 
parents being Edwin Rice and Susan Abigail (Rogers) Godfrey, 
mentioned elsewhere in this work. Having mastered the elementary 
branches of learning as taught in the public schools and completing 
the high school course, he spent two years as a student in the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin. He then joined the mercantile organization 
known as the E. R. Godfrey & Sons Company, the business having 
been established by his father almost two decades before, and in 1900 
was sent to establish a branch house at Calumet, Michigan, and later 
at Hancock, Michigan, remaining in charge of the two until LOTS: 
When he returned to Milwaukee to assume the vice presidency of 
the company, having charge of the grocery department. He re- 
mained in that office until 1923, when he became president of the 
corporation and so continues. He was instrumental in introducing 
the brand name “Silver Buckle” as applied to coffee, pickles and 
other commodities handled by the house. Since elected president 
he has largely directed the activities of the store, which today occu- 
pies the position of leadership among the wholesale food establish- 
ments of Wisconsin. The company occupies an eight-story fireproof 
building at 402 North Broadway in Milwaukee and also has a branch 
house at Madison, Wisconsin. They handle the Birdseye Frosted 
Foods in addition to the regular line of foods, and in 1923 Mr. God- 
frey was elected president of the Wisconsin Wholesale Grocers Asso- 
ciation, filling the office until 1926. His activities are of broad scope 
and comprehensive in character. He formerly served as a director of 
the First National Bank of Wauwatosa. His high standing in busi- 
ness circles is indicated in the fact that he is now president of the 
Grocers of America and since 1933 has been chairman of the board of 
the Independent Grocers Alliance and is a member of the board of 
governors of the National American Wholesale Grocers Association, 
his efforts and his business ideals being strong elements in the im- 
provement of conditions to the grocery trade of the country. 

Mr. Godfrey is a director of the Better Business Bureau of Mil- 
waukee, a director of the Y. M. C. A. and an active member of the 
Milwaukee Association of Commerce. He spends much time in Chi- 
cago and travels all over the country by reason of his official connec- 
tion with the Independent Grocers Alliance. He has attained the 
thirty-second degree in Scottish Rite Masonry and he has long been 
an active member of the Wauwatosa Congregational Church, taking 
a most helpful part in the erection of the present church edifice and 
the equipment of its recreation parlors and the pastor’s study. He 
has also been president of its Men’s Club. He belongs to the Wis- 
consin Club, the City Club and the Westmore Country Club, and he 
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holds the title of colonel by reason of appointment to the staff of 
Governor Ruby Lafoon of Kentucky. 

On the 26th of February, 1903, in Calumet, Michigan, James D. 
Godfrey married Daisy Ruth Danielson, who was born there May 8, 
1877, a daughter of John Altimont and Mary (Graham) Danielson, 
who were Canadians, the former born June 12, 1831, and the latter 
May 4, 1832. Her father was one of the pioneer mining men with the 
Calumet and Hecla mining interest of the copper country. Mr. and 
Mrs. Godfrey are the parents of two daughters and two sons: Helen 
Ruth, who is the wife of William H. Davidson, president of the Harley 
Davidson Company, motorcycle manufacturers of Milwaukee, and 
they have two children, William and John. James Edward, like his 
father, studied for two years at the University of Wisconsin, and then 
joined the E. R. Godfrey & Sons Company, thus being of the third 
generation of the family in the business. He is now in charge of the 
fruit and vegetable department. He married Catherine Schuette, 
a daughter of Paul Schuette, of Manitowoc, and they have three 
children, Nancy, James Dudley II and Jane. Grace is the wife of 
Richard Forester, engaged in the insurance business in Wauwatosa, 
and they have three children. John Altimont, after his graduation 
from the Wharton School of Business of the University of Pennsy]l- 
vania, joined the E. R. Godfrey & Sons Company and is now in charge 
of the grocery department. He married Ruth Seifelt, of Milwaukee. 


Mercy HIGH SCHOOL, of Milwaukee, is located at 1720 South 
Twenty-ninth Street at Mitchell Street. It had its inception more 
than forty-two years ago when in 1902 Our Lady of Mercy Academy 
was established as a boarding and day school for girls, its first 
enrollment showing the names of fifty pupils. The purpose of the 
school was to provide a sound religious training as well as the 
mental and physical development of its students, and from the be- 
ginning the school has grown in its attendance and in its means of 
attaining this purpose. Academic and commercial courses were 
offered, and it was not long before the space occupied was proving 
inadequate, so that in 1912 a new wing was added to the school 
building. 

In 1913 the school was accredited by the University of Wisconsin, 
and since then many of its graduates have continued their education 
in colleges and universities. By 1924 the crowded condition of the 
classrooms made it necessary to draw up plans for the erection of a 
new school building, and about that time spacious grounds at Twenty- 
fourth Avenue and Mitchell Street were purchased. On this most 
attractive site was erected a lovely red brick building, which was 
ready for occupancy in September, 1925. 

In May of the preceding year the Mercy High School Auxiliary 
was organized for the purpose of aiding in building and equipping 
the school. On February 7, 1927, it was decided to merge this into 
a Parent-Teacher Association, this being the first Catholic high school 
and the second high school of Milwaukee to organize a Parent-Teacher 
Association. The school auditorium was completed February 21, 
1927, and on the first of March of that year a new chapel was 
dedicated. 

A school orchestra was formed in 1920 and has always been an 
important feature of the school life. There is also a dramatic club, 
the Mercian Players, which has done much to stimulate the interest 
of the students in all types of speech work. The Glee Club has 
developed a refined musical taste among the student body. Other 
extra-curricular organizations are the Sodality, the Catholic Stu- 
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dents’ Mission Crusade, Quill and Scroll, the Junior Red Cross, the 
Inter-American Council, the Victory Corps, Student Council, and the 
Press Club. Much attention is given to the athletic activities of the 
school arranged by the All-Round Athletic Association. There is 
an excellent and well equipped gymnasium for physical training 
classes. The Drum and Bugle Corps represents the school in many 
patriotic celebrations. 

The school is conducted by the Sisters of Mercy and is a fully 
accredited Catholic girls’ high school and a member of the North 
Central Association. Sister Mary Ursula, R. S. M., is the principal 
and as such has supervision over the training of four hundred and 
fifteen registered students—a number that shows the continual 
growth of the school. Its methods of instruction are modern, in 
keeping with the advanced educational standards of the times. The 
school issues a well edited and interesting monthly newspaper known 
as The Mercedian. 


REUBEN M. SHEKEY is the president and general manager of the 
Oshkosh Paper Company, having been active in this business since 
1928, after having had ten years’ previous experience in connection 
with the paper trade. He is a native of the city in which he carries 
on business, having been born in Oshkosh September 20, 1891, his 
parents being Frank and Ida (Ihrig) Shekey. His grandparents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Shekey, were natives of Germany, as were Mr. 


and Mrs. Gustave lhrig, the grandparents in the maternal line, who’ 


came to Wisconsin in 1865. Frank Shekey, father of Reuben M. 
Shekey, was born and reared on a farm in the southern part of 
the state and became a railroad engineer, following that business 
for a number of years. His wife was born in Wisconsin in 1870 
and both have now passed away, but all of their four children are 
still living. 

teuben M. Shekey, who was the second in order of birth, began 
his education in the public schools of Oshkosh and after completing 
the high school course attended the Teachers College of this city. 
He made his initial step in the business world as a telegrapher in 
the employ of the Chicago & North Western Railroad Company, re- 
maining in that connection for a decade. He then joined the Baker 
Paper Company, with which he was also associated for ten years, 
during which time he thoroughly acquainted himself with every 
phase of the business and became the manager. The company were 
wholesalers for all sorts of paper and he gained a comprehensive 
knowledge of the trade. Ambitious to engage in business on his 
own account, Mr. Shekey organized the Oshkosh Paper Company 
in 1928, at which time it Was incorporated with a capital stock of 
twenty-five thousand dollars. He is the president and general man- 
ager, While I. T. Gamsky, who joined the organization in 1929, is 
the vice president and L. A. Mueller is the secretary-treasurer. They 
are converters and distributors of fine papers and school papers, 
and the business has had a substantial growth from the beginning, 
their trade covering Wisconsin, northern Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota 
and Michigan. The business, which was originally established a few 
doors west of their present location, was moved to secure larger 
quarters and they now employ eighteen people and are represented 
on the road by six traveling salesmen. Clear understanding of 
business principles and careful management have brought to Mr. 
Shekey a gratifying measure of success and in addition to his con- 
nection with the paper trade he is the secretary of the Pine Ihrig 
Machine Company. 


MIBMOOAIW iy “poe 


oat 


he a | eal 


ori} nao) het sob’: wit Nor® bas find obaewtd: aoteat Me ‘eainaly 
any Lew Jisead Jnahute eqs0) ysotoi¥ odd liso neovtamAéA- 
att dy osivites oigediy ong of noevin ef notinoia dowidwlO waar 
ee oullT dotiibiert siieldiA bavol-lA odt yd! begaanse looted 
giition fomyiq. wt swlescoy boqglepe lew bes dypllsoxe’ ne 
Geen Ot loutne odd atmgesraqes ajo algo bua mutledT eeeaala 
anoiteidoles sRoiiseq 
(ei « ai baw Youre tp eialei® oft vd hotonbaoo ab Ipoplea odTi iy 
‘diet owl to 4erewt # bus doodoe datf ‘elskg alfediad, felibeisen 
ladioahid ot er TH BM when ciel x0tei@ motishomA latin 
bak beabuud “fot to wciuta? off ove colsivisque ead dove es, Dig’ 
igendivey off -ewads Yard sedate e--ehtsbude’ bosteiget cool 
ni Wished ote nea iest ® ehogttow: 23k . doodes: ent to diwews 
~ o87 vot} att ko einabiste lemetheowhy bovanvba ol? Mpw — 
AWoAM LORE WoE * akan Te i tigwrotid béte bolihe flow's eeueal 
srorbeors ih oD es 


odt Su tewerary Jaws fou bon twhieig ofhel Yanane MM ett ; 
re cikwc sit! «i eviloa mend yaived wanqmoO asqed daotdeD 


uabtysigw «i goasivegeea areiven) ‘ee ao? bad gobvad ditto (SSer 
z9iae on dotdwy ot wiio oft lo ovina @ ei oft lobas) seqpq ont aiiw 
ait. VESEY Of tainly ean (3 si aed nosed “nivel evoniaud to 


4iieasnobaat ry it oats abused thi bos dos yaied glace, 
Hi wit ae. ies 00 To -asvilue aew Yates {2 donsa iM bos aM 
wiv sud bade ovis ni vlavinchaies ott said) evades) NE, bis. 
DE pitied i ccdtbuast vost stagsb sl ai nineéodiW of 
io Pray giorbinige ol) ad carey a. oO beeen bos ody apes 
Beertesre | “fartt wal RRUITIO By Sit EED bao ha Bu atotmeod has atinty odd 
OPAL 1, aTAOGAte] ab ase Rew tes hd, 2103y to wodetum & aod 
ets usrhthio sub vdotl? To He iad vawe bomaq wee aved tod, bia 
| -guivil Wide 
ied sid to yohwo ut beosgr ont enw only wododa. M fadyaA 
sities ts bon deu@hteDi le aiaetiog wilduc or) ai moti acserhd satel 
viteeids to ousho)-easiges? “ond bulitaise seiuen loddon: dyin; 
rl “erin seclath Bee hittow seonalaged sak mi yada: inidini aid ahve - 
nm vneuie) baotlinth wma aholt & ogusldD oft to yolqms ody 
ae wil beader sods pl. whewh «10? potvonped dad as ‘atid ineet 
euney, Got ful balatodges oula-eye on alstbw bbe oeemneD eqn 
Yovie HY Veet eed Me wp vidtytiortodd onl werd oi: ‘anisub 
wy vGuqiieo on ?- “oat Sy coed bon eeynteed ol) toreuadiy, 
(aga they eciitOay Hodihe oh: Dag "t MPG jo ation thy rot evalauplodye 
aid (vo excutead at sagt Ol niniidind ..9betceh odd tor aah 
ne feng) weet devadeQ. sade  bastiayeo youed& JM Janesss 1wo 
= iu joe Litigas « ative Botadvoenoust caw Mat dod dav @Seihal 
“EhBI lsipyioer bas dat as Pe SND St oli 2retioh baseuottt ayit-yinowd 
tah Fel ii ueiiesinag io OC Batted vortwe plea oD: a, olisiw Any 
ate Oise. Raert ei boegou-ondd: baie se A ak baw Inobioy gate 
Jeeyingy vat bic, ses ont le ecdudineib ae 
gataigod ont mast Dou teidomdeiue & bas saan 
atdeniintic aol iret? We “ slanopal W ytigevoo ons: 
mas 2 dortisttves “¥lfanteg i cave doko vzanizud oAT) megisboi 
toma: | basin os hay Oni ‘win motevel Inseowy wierd? to Jeow, 
Ly oad (nh aH bis shyuse rantdyto vokiare woo ol wea 
Yo se Tht Hoole tofD otelee ynitigvesd xen ye haow ot oo 
Ti Ob Sept nit Same@nesw® latose bas ing) Lega 
win wil vt wottibbs oi bre amos to onpenom yolyhiery 
wit? gait of? Ta esses ont al od obott To ath ol} up Soe 


(vee -. 


= 7 a a . ay / a = ng % a in a = 
> a _ —— _ 7 “ 7 —— 5 : 
7" aA - 7 “s a ps # _— ; 2 <a ——. 4 : 
a Y oa " <a © 2 = =| > 7 = 


i 
% 


* 


ehh 
+ : le 
fi 


: ss i —_ 


PS ELE IT A 


BIOGRAPHY : 305 


Mr. Shekey’s activities also cover a wide scope outside of busi- 
ness, for he co-operates in many measures of public worth and 
benefit. He belongs to the Chamber of Commerce, of which he is 
now serving as vice president, and he is the county chairman of 
the salvage committee and the president of the All Star Basketball 
Corporation. No project for the general welfare seeks his aid in 
vain. In his fraternal relations he is a Mason, in which order he 
has taken the higher degrees and become a Shriner. He also belongs 
to the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, to the Kiwanis Club 
and the Oshkosh Country Club. He married Alice Olmstead, of 
Oshkosh, and they have an extensive circle of warm friends in this 
city in which they have always lived. 


MILTON RICE POLLAND, general agent for the Security Mutual 
Life Insurance Company of Binghamton, New York, handling 
life, accident and health insurance, has a record of steady progession 
in this line of business and, moreover, he deserves recognition as a 
self-made man, for he started out to provide for his own support 
when a youth of fifteen years. He was born in Milwaukee, January 
13, 1908, a son of Peter and Flora (Rice) Polland, both of whom 
have passed from this life. The father was born in Poland, in 1860, 
and came to the United States when about eighteen years of age. 
His wife was born in Alsace-Lorraine, then belonging to Germany. 
They crossed the Atlantic on the same boat, became acquainted 
while en route and were married ere the conclusion of the voyage. 
About 1880 they arrived in Milwaukee, where Peter Polland engaged 
in merchandising, founding the firm known as the Peter Polland & 
Son Company, the junior partner being an older brother of Milton R. 
In 1900 the father erected the Polland building at Kast Water and 
Frairie streets, where it still stands. He died in 1920, at the age 
of sixty years, and his wife’s death occurred in 1923. Her parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Meyer Rice, accompanied her to America and he be- 
came a pioneer merchant of Milwaukee, while later he engaged in the 
theatrical business. His son, Mandel Rice, now living in California, 
carried on the theater work in Milwaukee and built several of the 
theaters, including the State, Riviera, Kosciusko and Egyptian. 

Milton Rice Polland is the youngest of a family of ten children, 
nine of whom are yet living, being scattered in various parts of the 
country. He obtained a public school education, attending the West 
Division high school, after which he studied at Marquette University 
and in the Wisconsin Extension Evening School, while working in 
the daytime. His father died when the son was thirteen years of 
age and he was but fifteen when his mother’s demise left him an 
orphan. He then became self-supporting and gained an education 
by his own efforts, a commendable ambition prompting him to make 
good use of his time and opportunities. While he was attending the 
University Extension School he was driving a truck for the Rice- 
Friedman Company. Leaving school, he would take out the truck, 
eat his lunch therein and continue his work, and looking back over 
that period says that he had a good time. His next job, which he 
took while still a very young man, was in the employ of the Aetna 
Insurance Company, under the direction of Albert Mielenz, a well 
known insurance man of Milwaukee, whose direction of young Pol- 
land’s activities made him a valuable representative of the corpora- 
tion, His ability was recognized in the insurance field and in Sep- 
tember, 1938, he was called to the responsible position of general 
agent for Wisconsin for the Security Mutual Life Insurance Com- 
pany. This agency has done a large business and has won recogni- 
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tion from the New York corporation for the extent of its sales, 
gaining second place among the representatives of the company 
throughout the nation with its record for “paid for business.” ' 

In recent years Mr. Polland has taken an active and helpful 
interest in public affairs of Milwaukee. He was a schoolmate and 
boyhood friend of Mayor Carl Zeidler and was his chief advisor in 
his mayoralty campaign in 1940, making more than one hundred 
public talks on behalf of the nominee. When Zeidler entered the 
campaign he was the opponent of Mayor Hoan, an elderly man who 
had held the office for twenty-four years and who was surrounded 
and supported by elderly people, many of whom doubted the wisdom 
of a young man being placed in the office, but Zeidler was elected, 
overcoming the prejudice of the people against youth. Mr. Polland 
was the last Milwaukee person to be with Mayor Zeidler in New 
York before he sailed in 1942, after they had had an interview with 
Mayor LaGuardia. In 1941 Mr. Polland was appointed a member 
of the board of assessments and elected chairman four consecutive 
years. He was active in the Willkie campaign, traveling on his 
special train and assisting in the campaign effort. He is now an 
earnest worker of the Milwaukee County Council of Defense and he 
has done effective work as a member and a former president of the 
Greater Milwaukee Boosters Club. He is likewise an interested and 
helpful member of the Round Table of Christians and Jews. He is 
a Mason, with membership in Wisconsin Lodge No. 3, F. & A. M., 
and he belongs to the Milwaukee Athletic Club, Eagles and Moose. 
The diversity of his interests and activities shows him to be a broad 
minded man, public-spirited, energetic and determined, his efforts 
attended with substantial results. 

Mr. Polland married Jeannette Nast Simon, a native of Wisconsin 
and a daughter of Gustave and Byrdie Nast Simon. The mother was 
a Harris and her father a pioneer merchant who carried on business, 
then known as the “Fair Store,” at First and Spring streets, Mil- 
waukee. He was also a leading figure in politics in an early day. 
Mr. and Mrs. Polland have two children, Peter, born December 1, 
1931, and Babette, October 28, 1936. 


JUDGE WILLIAM F. SHAUGHNESSY, who is presiding over branch 
9 of the Circuit Court of Milwaukee County, has served on the bench 
for six years, having been elected in 1937. He is one of the city’s 
native sons who in the place of his birth has risen to prominence 
through the utilization of the innate powers and talents which are 
his. He was born January 31, 1892, his parents being Patrick H. 
and Catherine (Ryan) Shaughnessy. The father, who was born 
at Granville, Wisconsin, was a pioneer educator in Milwaukee and 
was a graduate of the Whitewater Normal School and for several 
years he was principal of the Sixth ward public school. He died July 
25, 1916. His wife, who is still living in Milwaukee, her native city, 
is a daughter of Michael Ryan, who was born in Ireland and came 
to Wisconsin move than a hundred years ago. He was a mechanic, 
employed by the Milwaukee Railroad in the early years, and he died 
in this city in 1893. The grandfather of Judge Shaughnessy on the 
paternal side was Michael Shaughnessy, who was born in County 
Limerick, Ireland, and in young manhood came to Wisconsin, arriving 
here about 1835, when the state was still] under territorial rule. He 
cleared and broke the ground that became the family homestead on 
which his son Patrick H. Shaughnessy was born and reared and 
which is still held by a member of the family, being now the property 
of a cousin of the Judge, its location being Brown Deer in the town 
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of Granville, Milwaukee County. A collateral relative of the family 
was Sir Thomas Shaughnessy of Montreal, Canada, in which city he 
died in 1928. He was a first cousin of Judge Shaughnessy’s father 
and was born in Milwaukee, where he was reared and educated. 
When a very young man he served as alderman of the Third ward 
here. Later he was employed by the Milwaukee Railroad Company, 
and by Sir William Van Horn he was invited to go to Montreal to 
help build an extension to the Canadian Pacific Railroad. Later he 
became president of the corporation owning that road and at the 
time of his death he was serving as chairman of its board. He was 
known as the first Lord Shaughnessy. 

In the family of Patrick H. and Catherine Shaughnessy were 
three ehildren, of whom the Judge is the youngest, the sister being 
Evelyn M. Shaughnessy, who is a graduate of the Milwaukee State 
Teachers College and is now a teacher in the Milwaukee schools. 
George A. Shaughnessy, the older son of the family, was born in Mil- 
waukee, .May 8, 1885, and was educated in the Milwaukee State 
Normal and Marquette University, where he won his LI..B. degree, 
He was admitted to the bar in 1910 and practiced in Milwaukee, 
where he was assistant district attorney from 1919 to 1928 and 
district attorney in 1923-24. In the latter year he became judge of 
the Municipal Court. He was a Catholic and belonged to the Knights 
of Columbus, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and the 
Fraternal Order of Eagles. He died September 17, 1933. 

Judge William E. Shaughnessy attended the public schools in 
Milwaukee and afterward entered Marquette University, where he 
won his Bachelor of Arts degree, while in 1917 the Bachelor of Laws 
degree was conferred on him at the completion of the regular law 
course. He began practicing in connection with the law firm of 
Quarles, Spence & Quarles and later was associated with his brother, 
Judge George A. Shaughnessy, until the brother was appointed to the 
bench, after which William F. Shaughnessy practiced alone. His 
professional record was marked by a steady progression that brought 
him to official positions. He was appointed Circuit Court commis- 
sioner for Milwaukee County in 1935 and_ received appointment 
to the oflice of deputy district attorney in November, 1936. In 
the following year, 1937, he was elected judge of branch 9 of the 
Circuit Court, and was reelected in 1939 for the full six year term 
without opposition, so that his incumbency will continue until 1945. 
That he was unopposed for the office indicates the excellent record he 
had made in the previous two years. The fairness and impartiality 
of his decisions are well known and he displays the keenest insight into 
existing situations. He was judge of the family branch of the Circuit 
Court for three and a half years, then participated in the trial work 
of the court for two years and on the expiration of that period 
resumed jurisdiction over the family branch. 

In 1917 Judge Shaughnessy married Esther Volz, a native of 
Milwaukee and a daughter of Simon and Frances (Forge) Volz, who 
are still residents of Milwaukee. The father was born in Wauwatosa, 
Wisconsin, and is of German descent, while the mother is a native 
of Walworth County, Wisconsin, and comes of French lineage. 
Judge and Mrs. Shaughnessy have become parents of six children: 
Mary Elizabeth, a graduate of Mount Mary College of Milwaukee, 
is now attending the Graduate School of St. Louis University, where 
she is studying social service; Edith Clare, who was graduated cwn 
laude from Mount Mary College, won the appointment of dietitian 
in the Henry Ford Hospital in competition with students from many 
colleges; William Joseph interrupted his course at Marquette Uni- 
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versity to enlist in the Army Air Forces and he is now a flight | 
officer; Catherine Frances is a graduate of the Holy Angels high | 
school; Eileen Marie and Helen Patricia are the younger members of | 


the family. The family residence is at 2612 East Shorewood Avenue 


in the village of Shorewood. 


HuGH M. JONES, commissioner of the state. motor vehicle depart- | 
ment of Wisconsin, is a native son of the State, having been born at 
Dousman, October 9, 1892. His parents were Hugh Gyril and Rose | 


} 
; 


Hanna (Morris) Jones. The father, who was born in Wales and | 


early learned the blacksmith’s trade, came to the United States 
about 1876 and settled in the coal mining section of Pennsylvania. In 


1884 he removed westward to Chicago but after a short stay there | 


became a resident of Dousman, where he continued to engage in 
blacksmithing until his death in 1902. His wife, who is still living, 
is of Welsh descent, but was born in Iowa County, Wisconsin. Her 
father was much interested in the development of the Ridgeway 
section of the state. In the family of Hugh Gyril and Rose H. Jones 
were two sons, the younger being Morris, who is now in Milwaukee. 


Hugh M. Jones pursued his education in the public schools of. 


Dodgeville, completing the high school course there, and later entered 
the University of Wisconsin, being graduated with the Bachelor of 
Science degree as a member of the class of 1915. After his father’s 
death, which occurred when Hugh was only ten years of age, he 
spent much of his boyhood in the home of Captain Daniel G. Jones, 
who served all through the Civil War and had a notable record as 
a member of the Twelfth Wisconsin Regiment. After the completion 
of his college course he did research work for the University of 
Wisconsin College of Agriculture until he enlisted for service in 
the first World War, becoming a member of the One Hundred and 
Forty-sixth Field Artillery. He was first stationed at the Officer 
Training Camp at Fort Sheridan, Ilinois, afterward at Camp Greene, 
Charlotte, North Carolina, and later at Camp Mills before he went 
overseas, remaining in France from December, 1917, to October, 
1918, when he returned to this country and served as aide to Genera! 
Willard G. Cole. He was commissioned captain shortly before the 
close of the war. 

Returning to Wisconsin, Mr. Jones wags appointed county agri- 
cultural agent for Rusk County, in which position he continued for 
two and a half years. He then entered commercial circles by becom- 
ing an automobile dealer in Ladysmith, Wisconsin, where he carried 
on business for several years, selling in 1928, after which he became 
an automobile dealer in Bloomer, Wisconsin. In 1939 he came to 
Madison and was made director of the license and registration divi- 
sion of the state department of motor vehicles, and at the death of 
Mr. Rickeman in the fall of 1940 he was appointed commissioner of 
the department, which office he has since filled in a most acceptable 
manner, his record being characterized by prompt, reliable per- 
formance of duty. 

Mr. Jones entered the army in September, 1943, as a major and 
was assigned to Military Government. Trained in the States and in 
England, he served in Normandy, France, and Belgium as command- 
ing officer of a civil affairs detachment. He took the first C. A. de- 
tachment into Belgium and the first Military Government detach- 
ment into Germany. 

In 1919 Mr. Jones married Miss Aletha Bartle, of Dodgeville, 
Wisconsin, and they now have one daughter, Jean Elizabeth, who 
was born April 15, 1920. Mr. Jones is a Consistory Mason, is a 
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member of the Loyal Order of Moose, the American Legion and the 
40 and 8. He likewise belongs to the Congregational church, and in 
all these organizations is widely and favorably known, just as he 
is in official circles of Wisconsin. 


. GEORGE H. HOTCHKISS since entering business life has been iden- 
tified with the Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company as one 
of its representatives in Oshkosh, which is his native city. He was 
born on the Ist of July, 1906, his parents being Louis A. and Anna 
(Puestow) Hotchkiss. Through the paternal line he comes of English 
ancestry and on the maternal side is of German descent. The 
Hotchkiss family, however, has been connected with Wisconsin 
through four generations, the great-grandparents of George H. 
Hotchkiss having settled in this state during the pioneer epoch in 
its history. George H. Hotchkiss, the grandfather, was born in 
Wisconsin and here made farming his life work. He married Eliza- 
beth Marden, also a native of Wisconsin, and they lived at Algoma, 
where Louis A. Hotchkiss was born and reared. The grandfather 
died at the age of forty-nine years, while Louis A. Hotchkiss, who 
was a machinist by trade, and devoted his life to work of that kind, 
passed away when fifty-two years of age. He had married Anna 
Puestow, who is still living. Her father, Charles Puestow, was born 
in Germany, where he remained until eleven years of age and then 
came with his parents to the United States, the family home being 
established in Wisconsin. He married a Miss Kaerwer, who was 
born on this side of the Atlantic, but whose parents came from 
Germany and planted the family on American soil. Mr. Puestow 
devoted his life to farming. 

In the family of Louis A. and Anna (Puestow) Hotchkiss were 
two children, the elder being Lloyd L., who is now living in Kansas 
City, Missouri. The younger son is George H. Hotchkiss, whose 
name introduces this record. At the usual age he entered the Osh- 
kosh schools and thus continued his studies until he had completed 
the high school course. He next enrolled as a student in the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin, and was graduated in 1928 with the Bachelor 
of Arts degree. Immediately after his return home he became 
identified with the Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company, 
with which he has since been associated, and he has thoroughly 
familiarized himself with every phase of life insurance, in which 
connection he has gained many clients, building up a business of 
substantial proportions. 

Mr. Hotchkiss has also found time for active participation in ° 
public affairs affecting the welfare of the community and for eight 
years has served as a member of the board of the Oshkosh Public. 
Library, acting as its president since 1942. He belongs to the Epis- 
copal Church and he is well known in fraternal circles as a member 
of the Masonic order and the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. 

Mr. Hotchkiss married Lois Mosiman, who was born in Elwood, 
Indiana, a daughter of Ralph K. and Mabel H. Mosiman, who are 
still living, the father being a salesman. Their daughter, Mrs. 
Hotchkiss, began her education in Indiana, and continued her studies 
in the grade and high schools of Oshkosh after her parents’ removal 
with the family to this city. Like her husband she is a communicant 
of the Episcopal Church and she takes an active and helpful part 
in the work of the Red Cross. She also belongs to the auxiliary of 
the Crippled Children’s Home. After completing her public school 
education she attended the Milwaukee Downer College, the University 
of Wisconsin and the Oshkosh State Teachers College and she is a 
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lady of liberal education and culture. To the marriage of Mr. and 
Mrs. Hotchkiss have been born a son and daughter, namely, Frederick 
L., born June 8, 1929, and Patsy L., born on the 8rd of July, 1930. 


THOMAS NEWTON Moore is the president of the Fellenz Coal & 
Dock Company. This business was founded and promoted by Frank 
W. Fellenz, who died January 1, 1983. He was born in Milwaukee 
in 1874, a son of John Fellenz, one of the pioneer contractors of the 
city. Frank W. Fellenz became one of the foremost men in the coal 
trade of Milwaukee. He organized the Fellenz Coal & Dock Com- 
pany in 1912 and remained the president and directing head of the 
business until his death, taking an important part in the commercial 
development of the city. 

Mr. Moore, now president of the company, the duties of which 
office he took over in January, 1933, was born in the Third ward of 
Milwaukee, September 14, 1884, a son of John Warren and Ellen 
(Rice). Moore, both of whom were natives of Wisconsin and have 
now passed from this life. His grandfather in the paternal line 
was Isaac B. Moore, who was born in Vermont and came to Wis- 
consin in young manhood. Here he cast in his lot with the pioneer 
settlers and began tilling the soil, always devoting his attention to 
farming. His son, John Warren Moore, was a locomotive engineer 
who was thus connected with the Chicago & Milwaukee Railroad 
for many years. His wife was born in Milwaukee, a daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Rice, both natives of Ireland, whence they 
came to Wisconsin when young people, her father being a pioneer 
grading contractor of this city. In the family of John Warren and 
Ellen (Rice) Moore were three children, of whom Thomas Newton 
was the second in order of birth. His brother, Warren J., is the 
secretary of the Old Line Insurance Company of Milwaukee, and 
the sister, Elizabeth H. Moore, is now employed in the internal 
revenue office of the United States Government in Milwaukee. 

T. Newton Moore pursued his early education in St. John’s Catho- 
lic school of Milwaukee, in which he completed the work of the 
eighth grade and then started out in the business world as an office 
employe in a steel foundry. Later he was with the Wisconsin Tele- 
phone Company as district manager, filling that position for twenty 
years. He next engaged in the investment business as president of 
the American Founders Security Company, with which he remained 
until 1932, when he became the vice president of the Fellenz Coal & 
Dock Company, this being only a few months prior to the death of 
Mr. Fellenz, in January, 1933, at which time Mr. Moore was elected 
to the presidency and assumed the duties of directing head of the 
enterprise. The office and plant are located at 945 Broadway and 
the company handles coal of all kinds, both wholesale and retail. In 
addition to occupying the presidency of the Fellenz Coal & Dock 
Company, Mr. Moore is a director of the Solid Fuel Institute and 
of the Wisconsin Coal Bureau. His interest in civic matters embraces 
his directorship of the Milwaukee Association of Commerce and he 
is president of the Executives Club of this city and a director of 
the Better Business Bureau. He is also a member of the Milwaukee 
Athletic Club, University Club, Wisconsin Club and the North Hills 
Country Club. 

Mr. Moore married Marjory Haugh, of Chicago, who died in 1924. 
He makes his home at 3612 North Hackett Street and he has one 
son, T. Newton Jr., born at Madison, March 24, 1921, who spent 
one year as a student at Notre Dame University and a year and a 
half at the University of Wisconsin. He then joined the armed 
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forces, being now stationed in North Africa. T. Newton Moore Jr. 
is a sergeant with the Four Hundred and Sixtieth Engineers, over- 
seas since February, 1948. 


REV. CLEMENT FALL LEFEVRE, D. D., who was a well known min- 
ister of the Universalist church in the nineteenth century, became a 
resident of Milwaukee in 1844 and thereafter made his home in this 
city until his death on the twelfth day of December, 1882. He was 
born November 12, 1797, in Berkhampstead, Hertfordshire, England, 
and was the second son of the Rev. George LeFevre, B. A., who won 
prominence as a representative of the clergy of the Church of England 
and for many years prior to his death in 1848 was chaplain to the 
British Embassy in Paris, France. 

A short time before the War of 1812 was brought to a close Clement 
Fall LeFevre became a lieutenant of the British Navy and when 
peace was declared was granted a furlough on half pay. He spent 
several years thereafter in travel and in October, 1817, sailed for 
South America for the purpose of joining the patriot army under 
General Bolivar and thus to aid in overthrowing the Spanish rule 
there, but at Trinidad he became a victim of yellow fever. On 
recovering from his illness he sailed for the United States, going 
first to Baltimore, Maryland, and soon after to New York City. 
There he secured the position of French teacher in the Erasmus 
Hall Boys Academy at Hempstead, Long Island, of which Rey. 
Timothy Clowes was the principal, and while thus engaged he 
began his preparation for the ministry of the Protestant Episcopal 
church. He continued his studies at Kingston, Ontario, Canada, 
and in 1821 returned to England, where he was ordained by the 
Bishop of London. He was then sent by the Society for the Propa- 
gation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts to the province of Quebec 
and began his ministerial labors at Sherbrooke. 

As he studied the gospel Mr. LeFevre’s views gradually changed 
and in 1829 he resigned his pastorate at Sherbrooke and entered 
the ministry of the Universalist church, becoming a strong defender 
of that faith, which at that time was being bitterly denounced by 
many ministers of other denominations. He filled Universalist 
pulpits successively at Troy, New York, in the Bleecker Street 
Church in New York City and in Hudson, New York. At Troy he was 
also associate editor of the Gospel Anchor, while in New York City 
he was one of the editors of the Universalist Union, one of the lead- 
ing publications of his denomination. 

Leaving the East, Doctor LeFevre came to Milwaukee in 1844 and 
here became the pastor of the Universalist Society, which held serv- 
ices in a small building on Main Street. He purchased a considerable 
tract of land a short distance south of the city, where he established 
his home, which he named Hazelwood. Six years later, in 1850, he 
retired from the active work of the ministry, although he occasionally 
responded to requests to preach in Milwaukee and elsewhere and was 
a frequent contributor of prose and poetical writings to several of 
the literary publications of his time. His Doctor of Divinity degree 
was conferred on him by Lombard College of Galesburg, Illinois, 
following his removal to Wisconsin. He was a man of strong intel- 
lect and liberal culture and did much to further intellectual and 
moral progress in the communities in which he lived. 

Doctor LeFevre was married, March 21, 1822, to Miss Mary 
Clowes, of Hempstead, Long Island, a sister of the Rev. Timothy 
Clowes in whose academy he had taught soon after his arrival in this 
country, as mentioned above. Mrs. LeFevre died October 5, 1869. 
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Their family numbered two sons and a daughter, of whom William, 
born August 29, 1826, never married, followed farming as his life 
work and died in Milwaukee September 21, 1906. George, born 
November 26, 1827, became a clerk in the hardware store of William 
H. Byron & Company and later a partner in the hardware firm of 
LeFevre & Greene. He died July 30, 1871. His wife was Miss Emma 
. Beale, daughter of Lieutenant Governor Beale of Wisconsin. They 
had one child, a son, Henry Belfield, born in Milwaukee April 7, 
1857. After the death of his father he “went west” and lived suc- 
cessively in the states of Oregon and Washington and finally in 
Alaska, where, well known as Judge LeFevre, he died at Juneau on 
March 31, 1942, leaving one child, Ruth Elizabeth, born February 9, 
1892, at Puyallup, Washington. Ellen, the only daughter of Rev. 
Clement Fall LeFevre, married John GC. Coleman, of Montreal, 
Canada. In 1853 they removed to New York City and in 1855 came 
AE tas Further mention of Mr. Coleman and _ his family 
ollows. 


JOHN CRAPSER COLEMAN. About the middle of the nineteenth 
century John Crapser Coleman took up his residence in Milwaukee 
and from that time forward made his home in the Wisconsin metrop- 
olis until his death in 1896. He was born at Newton, Sussex County, 
New Jersey, on July 28, 1819, where his parents were temporarily 
residing, the family home being in Orange County, New York. His 
parents, William and Ann (Conklin) Coleman, were of English 
descent and represented families that were established on American 
soil when this country was still numbered among Great Britain’s 
colonial possessions. His father was the owner of a carding mill in 
Florida, Orange County, New York, and he later converted this into 
a flouring mill that he continued to operate until his death in 1850. 
His mother was a daughter of Nathaniel and Margaret (Bradner) 
Conklin. Their family numbered nine children, of whom John, when 
quite young, became a member of the household of a Mr. Crapser, 
an old family friend then residing in New York City, and it was 
there that he acquired his early education. Mr. Crapser was the 
owner of logging and lumbering interests in the pine woods of 
St. Lawrence County, New York, and because little John was a very 
delicate child he was taken into the lumber camps, where he proved 
to be a great favorite and where the free outdoor life and such work 
as he was able to do proved very beneficial to his health. He con- 
tinued in this occupation for several years while at the same time 
attending school. It was said of him “through self-discipline, appre- 
ciative reading and active association with men of affairs, he eventu- 
ally rounded out a symmetrical education.” Later he became the 
junior member of the firm of Sims & Coleman of Montreal, Canada, 
where they carried on a lumber business. 

On the 28th of July, 1851, he married Ellen R. LeFevre, a daugh- 
ter of the Rev. Clement F. LeFevre of Milwaukee. For two years 
thereafter they remained residents of Montreal but in 1853 removed 
to New York City, where Mr. Coleman engaged in the brokerage 
business with his brother Thomas until 1855. It was then that he 
left the East with Milwaukee as his destination and he took up his 
abode on the large estate of his wife’s parents known as Hazelwood, 
now included within the city limits of Milwaukee. Soon afterward 
he purchased adjacent land from his neighbor, Dr. Enoch Cashe, and 
devoted his attention to farming and fruit-raising for many years, 
being one of the representative men in that line of business in that 
section of the state. As Milwaukee grew and her boundaries were 
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from time to time extended Hazelwood became a part of the city 
and Mr. Coleman abandoned his agricultural pursuits. In 1890 and 
again in 1900 Milwaukee acquired portions of the land by purchase 
until thirty-six acres became city property and was converted into 
Kosciusko Park, while most of the remainder of the land was platted 
into city lots to provide homes for the increasing population. The 
homestead, fronting on First Avenue (now South Sixth Street), 
became the Settlement House owned and conducted for some years 
by the University of Wisconsin Settlement Association. It was 
subsequently transferred to the city and is now a community social 
center. 

Mr. Coleman spent his last years in the old homestead, where he 
died May 28, 1896. He was much interested in the public welfare 
and at all times gave his political allegiance to the Republican 
party. His wife was born in Sherbrooke, Canada, February iy\loze; 
and died in Milwaukee, June 1, 1914. Their children were: Mary E.; 
Nellie L., deceased; Clement LeFevre, deceased, who was for many 
years a resident of Fairhope, Alabama; John George, now a resident 
of Florida, who was for many years secretary and treasurer of the 
Wisconsin Malleable Iron Company; and Theodore Lincoln, who was 
also associated with the same company but who later took up the 
study of law and was admitted to the bar in 1895. Further mention 
of the three sons is made in following articles. 


CLEMENT LEFEVRE COLEMAN was the eldest son of John C. Cole- 
man of Milwaukee. He was born on September 30, 1852, in Montreal, 
Canada, where his parents lived for several years after their mar- 
riage. The record of his father and that of his maternal grandfather, 
Rev. Clement Fall LeFevre, precede this biography. He came 
to Milwaukee with his parents as a child in 1855, where he received 
his education. After graduating from high school he was variously 
employed for a number of years. Going to Berlin, Wisconsin, he 
aided in establishing a manufacturing business but it proved unsat- 
isfactory and he removed to St. Paul, Minnesota. Here he was 
engaged in the real estate business, with considerable dealings in 
city lots and farm lands of that state and in South Dakota. It was 
then that he became a disciple of the Henry George doctrine of 
taxation and land ownership known as the “single tax,” and he was 
one of the group of men who decided to make it work. They organ- 
ized a colony in 1894 and secured a large tract of land on Mobile 
Bay in Baldwin County, Alabama, and went to work. It has been a 
success and Fairhope, as they named their colony, is said to be the 
most prosperous town in the county. Mr. Coleman took a leading 
part in its history, being president of the colony for several terms. 
He built his home on a forty acre tract of land and developed beau- 
tiful orchards and gardens. Here on September 30, 1902, on the 
fiftieth anniversary of his birth, he married Miss Sarah J, Wood, 
who had come to the colony with her father, Rey. George Wood, from 
Petoskey, Michigan. She still lives in Fairhope. Mr. Coleman died 
there on April 4, 1932. They had two children: Henry George, born 
October 5, 1903, and Genevieve, born February 16, 1906. 


JOHN G. COLEMAN for many years was identified with the Wis- 
consin Malleable Iron Company. He was born at Milwaukee, Wis- 
consin, July 18, 1857, a son of John CGC. and Ellen R. (LeFevre) 
Coleman, who are mentioned on preceding pages. After gradu- 
ation from the high school of his native city he was employed 
for several years as cashier at the freight depot of the old Milwaukee 
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Lake Shore & Western Railroad Company, which is now a part of 
the Chicago & North Western Railway system. He then became book- 
keeper for the Wisconsin Malleable Iron Company and later secre- 
tary and treasurer of this company, a position he held for many 
years. Subsequently he purchased a considerable interest in the 
Waukesha Malleable Iron Company and was president of that organ- 
ization until he retired from active business life. He became a 
member of the Milwaukee Club early in his business career and is 
now enrolled as a nonresident member, since he took up his residence 
at Altamonte Springs, Florida, some years ago. He spends a portion 
of each summer in Milwaukee at the home of his son, William L. F. 
Coleman. 

On September 23, 1885, he married Louise C. Ricketson, daughter 
of James C. and Hetty (Howland) Ricketson, who came to Milwaukee 
from New Bedford, Massachusetts, when Louise was a child. Her 
death occurred in Milwaukee May 7, 1933. Her father was manager 
of the-Inter-Ocean Transportation Company, which operated a fleet 
of boats carrying iron ore on the Great Lakes. Mr. and Mrs. Cole- 
man had six children, all born in Milwaukee: James Ricketson, born 
September 3, 1887; William LeFevre, born May 15, 1889; Cecile 
Howland, born May 8, 1890; Clement John, born June 13, 1892; 
Ellen Belfield, born February 24; 1894; and Frederick George, born 
April 9, 1897, 


THEODORE LINCOLN COLEMAN, who for many years has been 
actively engaged in the practice of law in Milwaukee but is now 
retired from professional activities at the age of eighty-three, was 
born in Milwaukee, November 5, 1861, a son of John C. and Ellen R. 
(LeFevre) Coleman. The biographical record of his father and 
grandfather, Rev. Clement F. LeFevre, will be found on preceding 
pages. 

Theodore L. Coleman, who was the youngest of a family of five 
children, went through the youthful experiences of the farm-bred boy, 
attending the country school of his home neighborhood and later 
continuing his education in the publie schools of Milwaukee, where 
he graduated from high school with the class of 1879. He made 
his initial start in the business world as shipping clerk in the employ 
of the Wisconsin Malleable Iron Company and won rapid advance- 
ment, so that within a few years he became vice president of the 
company, which office he continued to fill until 1892, when he resigned 
for the purpose of preparing for the bar. He began his reading in 
the office and under the preceptorship of Judge George E. Sutherland 
of Milwaukee and in the fall of the same year he enrolled as a law 
student at the University of Wisconsin as a member of the class of 
1895. In the following year, however, because of the failing health 
of his father, it became necessary for him to return to Milwaukee. 
He resumed his studies under Judge Sutherland and on December 
21, 1895, was admitted to the Wisconsin bar. He at once began 
practice in Milwaukee, giving his attention largely to the management 
of properties and estates. His knowledge of the law covering this 
branch of practice is particularly broad and accurate and he displayed 
marked ability in handling the legal interests entrusted to his care. 
Toward the end of 1942, finding the burden greater than he should 
continue to carry, he transferred most of his business into other 
competent hands to conserve his health and to enjoy the rest which 
he has truly earned and richly merits. 

In his political views Mr. Coleman has always been a stanch 
defender of the principles of the Republican party, He is a member 
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of Plymouth Congregational Church and for a long period he has 
served as a member of its board of trustees, has been chairman of 
its board of deacons and since 1899, with the exception of a short 
interval, continuously filled the office of church treasurer for more 
than forty years. He has always been much interested in genealogical 
study and research and is a member of the Wisconsin Historical 
Society, the Sons of the American Revolution and other patriotic 
organizations. At all times he has stood fearlessly in defense of any 
measure which he has felt to be of vital worth to the community, 
and its progress and his influence has ever been on the side of 
advancement along civic and moral lines. 

On the 10th of June, 1896, Mr. Coleman married Miss Grace Pier 
Smith, of Detroit, Michigan, whose family had recently moved to 
that city from Milwaukee. She was born at Fox Lake, Wisconsin, 
the only daughter of Lewis and Fannie (Stevens) Smith. Her father 
had come to America from Scotland in company with four of his 
brothers, of whom William E. Smith attained prominence in public 
life and was governor of Wisconsin for two terms, from 1877 to 1881. 
Lewis was established in Fox Lake as a merchant until the outbreak 
of the Civil War, when he responded to the call for volunteers. He 
was wounded in action and also contracted an illness from which he 
never recovered. He died at the early age of thirty-eight years on 
July 19, 1871, and lies buried in the cemetery at Fox Lake, where 
his wife was subsequently buried. She was born in Newton Falls, 
Ohio, and died at Milwaukee on August 11, 1927. The three children 
of Mr. and Mrs. Coleman are as follows: Ruth Stevens, who was 
educated at Wellesley College in Massachusetts; Philip LeFevre, 
who is a graduate of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and 
is now a public utility engineer in Chicago; and Margaret Pier Cole- 
man, who was educated at Mount Holyoke College and later special- 
ized in library science at the University of California. She was 
formerly assistant librarian of the Public Library at Omaha, 
Nebraska, and is now filling a similar position in Akron, Ohio. The 
family is well known and highly esteemed in Milwaukee, where Mr. 
Coleman has been a resident all his life. 


FRED R. WIESE, the business manager of the Oshkosh Daily 
Northwestern, who has advanced to this position through the steps 
of an orderly progression, was born in Oshkosh, December 17, 1887, 
and has here spent his entire life. He is a son of August and 
Ernestine (Krueger) Wiese, both of whom were born in Germany. 
The father, who was a ship carpenter by trade, came to the United 
States when a youth of fourteen years and settled in Oshkosh, where 
ne soon became connected with the interests of the town. 

Fred R. Wiese was the third in order of birth in a family of 
five children and began his education in the public schools, passing 
through consecutive grades to the high school. While still in gram- 
mar school he became one of the carriers of the Oshkosh Daily 
Northwestern and after completing his studies he became one of 
the regular employes of the paper. More than a quarter of a century 
has since passed and the years have been marked by his steady 
advancement. He originally served as collector and later was trans- 
ferred to the advertising department, which was the first of the 
various promotions that in course of time made him bookkeeper 
and eventually brought him to his present position of business 
manager, in which capacity he has now served for many years. 
He is also the secretary of the Oshkosh Northwestern Company, and 
is serving on the board of directors. He has ever manifested the 


. « | Pe 
: . ‘aT ar) ee 
« Ay. ate t ’ 
. ‘ 4° ' ed ys 7 
be , ea’ 
ye ; > 


| OTs  )  YHSASDOTS 


aati od hoiieq gool a sot baw derethitD lanottaigergeb uot to 
io nasriierts asod ead yeootueret to brwod etf Yo “admrom @ 2g oa bors Tad 
ixoss 2 to aoingooes off ciiw (00a! conte bas esoossh to bsod ati J oboe 
oom tol isiisea sms te eofto odd bella yléwoaitaes sven 
insigolissoey ai-bajaweini doo esd evawleesd oH 2tkey Bun naee 
faaisoteiH riastooelW ait to sodoom a ef bas dormeest his ybs ; 
nifoitiay vedio bas miituleved osviveatk odd to enoe oft (Nioine® F 
(a8 30 sHavtob a yleasiisct boot: ead oi commit Te JA wnoitexinayioe 9 - 
‘Ginurastas sit of aitow fejiv Yo od ot dist ead od dotiiw otpenom 
to obix vit nO moet reve asi eoueuttid sli) bee eeotgorq ett bag 
eon! levort baa sivis ynols tdénvotsyba — 
wil 90810 wail boivisen agmaloD al C31 nul to MOF ott nO. FO 
ot fuvom yYOlreost bad viints) seorhw ‘fagidoit” siorteT to ime g 
nizaineiW oket xo to mvod enw edd soluswiM mort gio todd 9 ae 
sorhiet eH. ulin (anavoi&) siane ®t dae eiwed Torsinguch yino edt FP 
> aif Yo ual ative yaqinos ai baalios@ mott aottemA 0} Smeg bet BF” 
stiday at soneninoty beaiadie dita AM eailliWmorw to etpdipnd ge 
L@8i of TYEE asox} Aorred owls vol adiemooetW Yo yorrievog eaw big oth 
pS pernaieines ont litres tersdogor 6 ab lad xo'l nf betleiidates es? giwed. 
oH vatrnov wt feo ont of hobaoqest od sodw 1s W Tivid odd to 
vit dis fiw inorl exoohi ug botaei309 ceils bag moites at bobaiow eaw 8. 97 
ne saso% ddgis-yirid? do aye yitse oft is bsib oH .bs19evoast Seven), Fo aon 7), 
vote gad xed te ymlomgs oft at beiiwd aoll Daa 1TSE Ot yuk | Bie: - 
els notwealt nt i agw od@ vboinid ySresopondya now sYiw ein Ae heise 
nvvalids sswil off PLC EL dewguA no soluawlilhds boib bus pi g 
aaw ov ,aevet2 tituSl -eaollol ee ota nemelo) wi bite AM to Qo Cit 
vores ‘gitin reddoapdosatealt ai. agellod yoleoifioW ta hetsoubs = hah 
bra yoolonloyT to sluliten] etscuriosaerM ont to SInubary £2 sf odw 
ae teh dovegiai hus ;opeshiS al wenigas Wiity siiag evo ao 
-lninags tedal bis saslfc: } stovioH Javol4é de belaonhs esw odw \aae 
sa0 eff .oimiotifsO to yNewvinl odd Js sonsize wisrdil af boxb. | 
Ada Ie, yroadid siidn$ oft ‘to meivwetdil Jneieliera “yliomrot ~ F 
eat .offO nodA ni snittieag Sect s una won ai bar onesie a 
iM svotw elnawlih ai bomesies yidgnl hax awonml tlw ot ylimet © 
oxi wid Na joobleot ‘a med ap namalod 


yiinG deodtteO oft to xopknera veoniend oft gaat Aust 
gents ed dyvondy meitigng 20) of boonevbe ead Otlw wrrateourhtron 
eat vi toulgiayal ¥ daoddeO ob.accod exw totzsergorg Yfiehi0 ta Yo 
baa seergudk: Io .#ok 2 at SH ell o4itas aid fneqe overt eet bow 
xeencide: nh aned siomr mores te dled ensiW (19R90TA) snide | 
botial aft of ames shen ed talwsynes ghla a kaw odw “odtat ofP 
ormiw deotdeO of belites ban eises belt? to digoy & noni estetQ oF 
atwod oilt to wteovwlei of iw botsonnas eimbood node ce 
to. gies @ ot divid: Yo soheo mi fed? on} Raw ons UA iovt 2 
usieead alooriow sildy nit at eoitaenbs bid meged fate sabi pre a 
iri a Ute SAW  Joodor ded ont of esbarg peer wi fete mm: 
yo actif off Jo vivivias silt Yo oo omosi otf loodoe 
lo 300 srtaged of asides ae ‘etta big wreodevan ) 
viitoss & to wdiaup s aodt seqaq ot to hare oni inlirs 
thagie sid yt cheltent need avail ermsy orit jaf sonia ihe 
-2ae) asow satel has sxodsollos ap bevrsoa vit 999 rile 
off to dev off xew doidw Jasertsaqeh pais Sab a ant 03 borsot 


saqemiloed mid shan sad? to scrubs al aparh ‘estore 
sapntepd to poral frassg 00 ‘ti mit tdguord’ Yle 
PtAey Veen I Tien, Weir. 9 Maceee radlenien ici iit y 
bin yaRgmed toledo deoddeO oat to" stoi, sit at a 
afd bodeslionm ove xed 2h erebostify tB0d § “ho ) in on es , 


316 WISCONSIN 


keenest interest in the welfare of the paper, and his fidelity and 
ability have been large contributors to the success of the journal. 

Mr. Wiese is well known in Oshkosh, where he has always lived, 
and he is a member of the Masonic lodge No. 27 and of the Benevo- 
lent and Protective Order of Elks. He is an ardent devotee of 
various sports, particularly bowling and golf, and in these finds his 
chief source of relaxation and recreation. Usually each day, how- 
~ ever, he is to be found at the office of the Oshkosh Daily Northwestern 
and is one of the Quarter Century Club members. He makes his 
home at 281 Merritt Street. 


HARRY HUGH GREGG is regarded as one of the substantial and 
reliable business men of Milwaukee, where for thirty-seven years 
he has been manager and sales agent for the Republic Coal & Coke 
Company, with offices at 735 North Water Street. He has been 
associated with the coal trade since he started in the business world 
and has advanced step by step until recognition of his merit and 
ability led to his advancement to his present position. 

Mr. Gregg has always resided in Milwaukee, where he was born 
May 25, 1888, a son of John Thomas and Margaret (Young) Gregg, 
also natives of Wisconsin. The father, who was born in Washington 
County, near Richfield, became a railway engineer and was long in 
the employ of the Milwaukee Railroad Company. His father was 
Hugh Gregg, who was born in the north of Ireland and in young 
manhood came to the United States, settling in Milwaukee County, 
Wisconsin. He built the family home above Silver Springs at White 
Fish Bay, and the house is still standing, its location being on high- 
way 141. John Thomas Gregg, who spent much of his life in Mil- 
waukee, passed away in 1899, at the age of forty-five years. To him 
and his wife were born six children, of whom Harry H. is the fourth 
in order of birth. Three are yet living, the two brothers of our 
subject being William Gregg, a resident of Rockford, Illinois, and 
John Gregg, who is an employe of the Milwaukee Railroad Company 
and makes his home in Janesville, Wisconsin. 

The years of his early youth were devoted to the acquirement of 
his education and when a lad of fifteen Harry H. Gregg started to 
provide for his own support by working for a coal company. Through 
all the intervening years he has continued along this line. He was 
first with the Lehigh Valley Coal Sales Company, with which he 
continued until it was merged with the Republic Coal & Coke Com- 
pany ten years ago, since which time he has continued with the 
latter corporation as manager of the Milwaukee office. He steadily 
worked his way upward after obtaining his initial position and for 
thirty-seven years he has had the responsibility of local management 
here. He is familiar with every phase of the coal trade and has 
justly earned the reward of his labor through his efficient methods 
and fidelity to the interests which he represents. He was formerly 
the president and a director of the Solid Fuel Institute of Milwaukee, 
and he is regarded as one of the best posted men on the coal industry 
in this part of the country. He has not dissipated his efforts over a 
diverse field but has concentrated on a single line, giving practically 
his entire time and attention to the coal trade, and under his wise 
guidance the business of the Republic Coal & Coke Company has 
steadily expanded and increased. The family residence of Harry H. 
Gregg is at 3160 North Forty-eighth Street. 

It was in 1911 that Mr. Gregg married Gertrude Cook, who was 
born in Whitewater, Wisconsin, a daughter of Charles and Ida 
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(Bieck) Cook, both representatives of families who settled in Wis- 
consin at an early period in the development of the state. Her father 
is now deceased, but her mother is still living in Milwaukee. Mr. 
and Mrs. Gregg are the parents of two sons and a daughter, as 
follows: John Thomas, the eldest, married Ruth Schroeder, of 
Chicago, and they have two children, Michael Schroeder Gregg and 


a daughter, Susan Lee. Harry Hugh Gregg Jr., chief petty officer 


in the United States Navy, now in Southwest Pacific, married Lor- 
aine Fritz, and they have become parents of a son, Billy Gregg. Alice 
Gertrude is the wife of Robert Bernau and has one daughter, Diane 
Carrol, who was born September 20, 1942. The three children of 
the family are all graduates of the Washington high school and all 
still live in Milwaukee. 


Dr. PAUL WILLIAM MUELLER, a member of the dental profession 
practicing in Madison, his native city, was born February 18, 1896, 
a son of Dr. William H. and Fredericka (Beck) Mueller. His fa- 
ther, who was also a practicing dentist, was born January 26, 1869, 
a son of William Mueller, who came from his native Germany to 
America. The grandfather in the maternal line was Louis Beck, 
who also came from Germany and who was a hardware merchant 
of Madison for many years, here rearing his family, which numbered 
eight daughters, including Mrs. Mueller. 

Dr. William H. Mueller, born and reared in Madison, pursued his 
education in the public schools and in his youthful days made him- 
self generally useful in the office of Doctor Chittenden, a prominent 
early dentist of Madison, who was instrumental in influencing the 
lad to enter the profession. Accordingly he enrolled as a student in 
the Chicago Dental College, where in due time he won the degree - 
of Doctor of Dental Surgery. Returning to Madison, he joined Doc- 
tor Chittenden, with whom he was associated for many years or 
until the death of the senior partner of the firm. Later Doctor Muel- 
ler was joined by Dr. C. E. Reinfried and the firm of Mueller & 
Reinfried lasted until the life labors of Doctor Mueller were termi- 
nated in death, February 27, 1941. He had been in active practice 
here for almost a half century, beginning in 1892 on his graduation 
from dental college, and when he passed away he was the oldest 
dentist of the city in years of continuous connection with the pro- 
fession here. He was a life member of the American Dental Associa- 
tion and also belonged to the Dane County Dental Society and the 
Wisconsin State Dental Association. He was always a loyal mem- 
ber of the Lutheran church, in which he served as a trustee for 
many years, and at all times took an active part in the church work. 
He had survived his wife for only a few months, for she had passed 
away September 14, 1940. 

It is interesting in this connection to know of a romantic little 
incident in the life of William Mueller, grandfather of Dr. Paul 
William Mueller. He was born at Bergheim in the Waldeck province 
of Germany and he married Henrietta Jaeger, also a native of that 
country. They were attending a New Yeayr’s service at the Lutheran 
church when at the close of the meeting they decided to ask the 
minister to marry them. Mr. Mueller went forward and made the 
request and the ceremony was performed. As the years passed they 
had a family of five children, as follows: Wiliam H., Anna, now de- 
ceased, who became Anna Geuteman, of Escanaba, Michigan; Julia 
of Madison; Sophie, who died as a young woman, and Arthur, of 
Madison. For thirty years Miss Julia has conducted a steamship 
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and travel agency and she also sells insurance. She was educated 
in the grades and the high school of Madison and has enjoyed con- 
siderable foreign travel. 

Dr. Paul W. Mueller, whose name introduces this review, is the 
only child of Dr. William H. and Fredericks (Beck) Mueller, and 
after completing his high school studies in Madison he decided to 
follow in the footsteps of his father professionally and become a 
member ot the dental fraternity. Accordingly he entered Marquette 
University, where he gained his D.D.S. degree as a graduate of 1918. 
{fe immediately entered military service in connection with the first 
World War, being assigned to duty with Dental Company No. 1 at 
Camp Greenleaf in Oglethorpe, Georgia, there remaining until he 
received his discharge at the end of the war. Returning to Madison, 
he joined the firm of Mueller & Reinfried and has since continued 
in practice here, enjoying a liberal patronage that has continually 
increased as time has gone by. He has a splendidly appointed office, 
equipped with all modern facilities and dental appliances, and he 
understands all the scientific as well as mechanical phases of the 
work. He belongs to the Dane County Dental Society, the Wisconsin 
State Dental Association and the American Dental Association, and 
broad reading keeps him in touch with all the latest dental discov- 
eries. 

Doctor Mueller has various membership connections that further 
indicate the nature of his interests and activities. He is the president 
of the American Business Club and he is a Royal Arch Mason and 
a member of the Lutheran church, belonging to St. John’s Church 
of Madison. Motor-boating and fishing constitute his usual forms 
of diversion and recreation. The Doctor married Helen E. Anschutz, 
of Boscobel, Wisconsin, and they now have two daughters, Carolyn 
Ruth, who was born August 4, 1928, and Alice Katherine, born 
August 29, 1931. 


Harry M. SCHMITT, president of the Schmitt Abstract Company 
of Oshkosh, in which city he was born September 14, 1893, is a son 
of Jacob and Caroline (Wolff) Schmitt. The father was born in 
Prussia but was only seven months old when brought to America 
by his parents, Philip and Catherine Schmitt, who first settled in 
Pennsylvania, where they remained for two years and then resumed 
their westward journey with Wisconsin as their destination, so that 
Jacob Schmitt has been almost a lifelong resident of this state. 
His father was a mason contractor, long identified with building 
interests here, while Jacob Schmitt was for many years a factory 
foreman. He retired from that line of work some years ago, however, 
and he is now the vice president of the Schmitt Abstract Company, 
but largely leaves the cares of the business to his son and others. 
He has resided in Oshkosh since 1869, covering a period of seventy- 
four years, and has long been regarded as one of its most substantial 
citizens. 

Jacob Schmitt married Caroline Wolff, a daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Henry Wolff, who were natives of Bavaria, whence they came 
to the new world, establishing their home in Oshkosh in 1874, after 
which Mr. Wolff engaged in the milling business. In the family of 
Jacob and Caroline (Wolff) Schmitt were three children, of whom 
Harry M. is the eldest, the others being Sylvia, who is now the widow 
of Russel Hoxtel, and Leone, the wife of John Mullen. 

Harry M. Schmitt began his education at the usual age in St. 
Mary’s parochial school, passed through consecutive grades and then 
entered the public high school. He started upon what has proven 
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to be his life’s work in 1909, when a youth of seventeen years, by 
entering the employ of the Greenlaw Thomas Abstract Company, 
which had been established in July, 1903, at the present location. 
The offices are light and airy, being ideally suited for the business. 
Mr. Schmitt closely applied himself to learning the business, with 
which he soon became familiar in principle and detail, and he worked 


-for the Greenlaw Thomas Abstract Company for thirty-one years, 


on the expiration of which period he purchased the business, becom- 
ing owner May 24, 1940, when he took over all the records, files, a 
complete tract of the county from Government ownership times and 
the record of surveys. He is therefore well prepared to carry on 
the work, which he does in a most thorough and systematic manner, 
with results that are highly satisfactory to the public. He is now 
the president and treasurer of the Schmitt Abstract Company, with 
his father, Jacob Schmitt, as the vice president and Harriett Michels 
as secretary. Mr. Schmitt has engaged in this business for thirty- 
five years, and his close application and indefatigable energy are 
the basis of his success. 

Mr. Schmitt married Dorothy Schroeder, of Menasha, Wisconsin, 
who died in 1937. Mr. Schmitt belongs to St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
and also has membership with the Knights of Columbus and with 
the Elks. He is also a member of the American and Wisconsin Title 
Association, the Rotary Club and the Catholic Order of Foresters. 


JAMES W. T. BARRY, an enterprising and resourceful business 
man of Milwaukee, is president of the Barry Transfer & Storage 
Company, with offices and warehouse at 433 North Jefferson Street. 
He was born in Duluth, Minnesota, February 18, 1898, a son of 
Peter and Margaret (La Jess) Barry, the mother a native of Pine 
Village, Indiana. The father, who was born on one of the Thousand 
Islands in the St. Lawrence River, was engaged in the tugboat busi- 
ness on the Great Lakes for many years in association with his six 
brothers. They had their headquarters in Chicago and when they 
sold their tug business, about 1898, they formed the Barry Brothers 
Transportation Company, operating between Chicago, Racine and 
Milwaukee, with a fleet of three boats. Peter barry was manager 
at Milwaukee and in 1900 he extended the scope of his activities by 
engaging in the trucking business under the name of the Quick 
Delivery Express & Storage Company. About 1905 he withdrew 
from the boat business to devote his entire time to the trucking 
business and changed the name to the Barry Transfer Company, 
continuing to actively operate in that connection until his death, 
which occurred June 19, 1927, when he was sixty-five years of age. 
For one term he had served as alderman from the old Seventh ward 
of Milwaukee. His widow survives him and still makes her home 
in this city, where the family residence has been maintained since 
the early boyhood of their son James. 

During his youthful days James Barry attended the Jefferson 
Street school of Milwaukee and when a youth of fifteen began work- 
ing with his father, being thus associated until the father’s death, 
when he took over the business, of Which he has since been the head. 
At that time the company was operating with thirteen pieces of 
equipment. James W. T. Barry has sitice changed the name to the 
Barry Transfer & Storage Company, and something of the con- 
tinuous and substantial growth of the business is indicated in the 
fact that he now operates two hundred pieces of equipment and 
employs more than two hundred people, while at times he has as 
many as four hundred employees on the payroll, He also employs 
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thirty-five people in his large repair shop, and he builds some of the 
trailers which he uses. In 1942 he added to his line twenty petroleum 
units—tractors and tank trailers. He transports petroleum products 
for the Standard Oil Company of Indiana and covers the territory 
from Whiting, Indiana, up through the whole state of Wisconsin 
and into upper Michigan. ‘The Barry trucks, vans and trailers are 
seen everyhere in this section of the country. Mr. Barry is the 
president of the corporation and employs twelve people in his office. 
The business for 1944 will undoubtedly reach a million dollars. The 
Barry service is probably the largest transportation and storage 
company in Wisconsin, its development being largely due to the un- 
tiring efforts, keen insight and business ability of its president. 

On the 26th of December, 1936, Mr. Barry married Miss Alice 
Howlett, of Oshkosh, Wisconsin, a daughter of James and Louise 
Howlett, both natives of this state. 

Mr. Barry was inducted into the army in 1918, just before the 
close of World War I. During World War II he has rendered valu- 
able public service along the line of his business, being now chairman 
of transportation for Milwaukee County under the county defense 
system and chairman of the waste paper collection, the aluminum 
drive and the scrap iron drive, furnishing fifteen hundred trucks 
for the work. He is chairman of the Driver’s School of the Mil- 
waukee Safety Commission, is a member of the Association of Com- 
merce and belongs to the Rotary Club, of which he is now the 
treasurer. He has membership in the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks, and in club circles is widely known, being connected 
with the Milwaukee Athletic Club, the University Club, the Wisconsin 
Club and the Milwaukee Traffic Club. He is identified with the Boy 
Scouts of America through the Milwaukee County Council and he 
is a director of the Washington Park Zoological Society. His interests 
cover a wide scope that touches the public welfare and his activities 
have been far-reaching and resultant. He is now the Wisconsin ad- 
visor to Richard A. Nixon, the director of transportation and public 
utilities division of the Office of Price Administration and is on the 
advisory board of the Office of Defense Transportation. He occupies 
the presidency of the Milwaukee Cartage Exchange and is chairman 
of the joint committee of the Milwaukee Cartage Exchange and the 
Wisconsin Motor Carriers Association, also a member of the Wis- 
consin Farm Truck Owners Association. He resides at 1300 East 
Dean Road, Fox Point, Wisconsin, where in 1940 he completed a new 
and attractive home. He has figured actively in the business life 
of Milwaukee for more than forty years, gaining for himself a place 
of prominence and at the same time contributing in substantial 
measure to the prosperity and upbuilding of the city. 


REV. JOHN J. FOLEY, S. J., is well known in educational circles of 
Milwaukee as the principal of the Marquette University high school, 
taking over this position in 1938. He was born in Rantoul, Illinois, 
in 1901, a son of James and Mary Foley, the father now deceased, 
while the mother is living in Iowa. Father Foley acquired his early 
education in the schools of Iowa, to which state the family removed 
when he was quite young. He attended Presentation Academy at 
Whittemore, Kossuth County, Iowa, and then entered Creighton Uni- 
versity at Omaha, Nebraska. 

In 1924 Father Foley entered the Society of Jesus at St. Mary’s 
College at St. Mary’s, Kansas, and was ordained to the priesthood 
in 1936. Two years later, in 1938, he came to Milwaukee and has 
since been the efficient principal of the Marquette University high 
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school, which work occupies practically his entire time. He is 
bending every effort to maintain and develop the high standards of 
the school in its preparation of youth for the duties and responsi- 
bilities of later life. 

The school is situated on West Wisconsin Avenue and North 
Thirty-fourth Street in Milwaukee and is the preparatory department 
ef Marquette University. It is housed in a new and completely 
equipped building. Classrooms, well lighted and ventilated, are of 
uniform size and study halls are provided for at least one period a 
day for each pupil. There are three well equipped laboratories and 
lecture rooms. 

The Chapel is the center of the religious exercises ‘of the school, 
including daily mass, weekly benediction, monthly confession and 
communion and other oceasional and regular exercises. The Audi- 
torium, with a seating capacity of thirteen hundred, has a well 
appointed stage. There is a two court gymnasium, a newly finished 
and equipped recreation room and a cafeteria. The library is 
thoroughly modern in its appointments and sixty different magazines 
are also kept on file for student use, while new books are constantly 
being added to supplement the work of the classrooms. Marquette 
University high school is fully accredited by the best and most 
particular standardizing agencies of the country. 

In its catalogue a brief history of the school is outlined: ‘The 
high school, formerly known as the academy, owes its origin to the 
zeal in the cause of Catholic education of the Rt. Rev. John Martin 
Henni, D. D., the first bishop of Milwaukee. While on a visit to 
Europe in 1848 he met Chevalier G. de Boye, of Antwerp, Belgium, 
who placed at his disposal a sum of $16,000 with which to establish 
an institution under the care of the Fathers of the Society of Jesus. 
Within a few years after his return the Bishop had purchased the 
greater portion of the old academy grounds, bounded by Tenth and 
Eleventh, State and Prairie streets. 

“The Jesuits came to Milwaukee in 1855 and two years later 
opened a school, known as St. Aloysius Academy, at Third and 
Everett streets. This was supplanted in 1864 by St. Gall’s Academy, 
for which a new building had been erected at Third and Sycamore 
streets. On March 22, 1864, the school was incorporated by an act 
of the Legislature and empowered ‘to grant such literary honors and 
degrees as its Trustees may deem proper.’ Its legal title was Mar- 
quette College. It was not until 1880, however, that the Marquette 
College building at Tenth and State streets was erected. The corner- 
stone was laid on August 15 of that year. ‘ 

“Classes were opened in September of the following year and the 
work of the Academy and the College was carried on in this building 
till 1907. In that year the Arts and Science building on Grand Ave- 
hue was erected. The former college building was thus left free 
for the courses of the Academy, which in 1922 became officially 
known as the Marquette University high school.” On July 17, 1924, 
ground was broken for a larger high school on West Wisconsin Ave- 
nue and North Thirty-fourth Street, offering accommodation for. 
eight hundred students and meeting every requirement for present 
day secondary education. 

The school is staffed by an adequate administrative, instructional, 
professional, clerical and maintenance staff. The school is under a 
Jesuit president and principal, thus insuring a Jesuit education, and 
the teaching staff is composed of Jesuits and carefully chosen Catholic 
lay teachers. Character training is carefully considered and is a 
part of the educational system, and discipline, to best round out 
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character, is maintained. There is a student counsellor whose princi- 
pal duty is to direct the spiritual activities of the school, and each 
teacher is responsible for the educational guidance of students. The 
curriculum is complete, meeting the modern day requirements of high 

school education, and under the wise and careful guidance of Father 
Foley the school is steadily progressing. 


FREDERICK S. BRANDENBURG, president of the Democrat Printing 
Company of Madison, was born in Minneapolis, Minnesota, on No- 
vember 10, 1888, the son of Oscar Dalzelle and Arabelle Sarles Bran- 
denburg. 

His father’s ancestors came to Maryland in 1712, later wending 
their’ way westward to southeastern Ohio, where his grandfather, 
Joshua Turner Brandenburg, was a merchant in Flushing, Belmont 
County, for many years. 

About coincident with the end of the Civil War a scourge of 
diphtheria visited Ohio and claimed among its victims Joshua Bran- 
denburg and two of his daughters. His widow, Catherine Dorneck 
Brandenburg, and her four youngest sons migrated to Sauk County, 
Wisconsin, settling on a farm near Loganville. After a few years 
she moved her brood of boys to Baraboo, where she made her home 
until her death in 1914. 

Only one of the sons, Oscar Dalzelle Brandenburg, born at 
Flushing, July 11, 1858; remained in Wisconsin. He learned the 
printing trade in Neilsville and in 1879 came to Madison to enter 
the University of Wisconsin, where he distinguished himself more 
on the baseball diamond than in the classroom. He not only captained 
the Wisconsin nine during his entire college career but also won 
his “W” in track, where, in those days, the baseball throw was a 
recognized event in every meet. His record throw of 384 feet and 
some odd inches has never been equaled by any amateur to this day. 

His college work ended when he was offered the city editorship 
of the Wisconsin State Journal, a position he held until 1890, when 
he purchased a third interest in the Democrat Printing Company and 
became publisher of its morning newspaper, The Madison Democrat. 

On January 14, 1886, Oscar D. Brandenburg and Catherine Ara- 
belle Sarles were married. Miss Sarles was the daughter of Simeon 
Benton Sarles and Katherine Lewis Sarles, of Necedah, where were 
located their saw mills and other industries allied with the lumber 
business of those early days. Two children were born of their mar- 
riage: Frederick Sarles Brandenburg and Catherine Sarles Branden- 
burg. The latter married Norman D. Bassett on January 14, 1918. 

Frederick S. Brandenburg followed his father in the newspaper 
and printing business after his graduation from the University of 
Wisconsin in 1909; and since 1913, when the Brandenburg family 
purchased all other interests in the Democrat Printing Company, he 
has been its general manager, becoming president in 1931 after the 
death of his father on November 30, 19380. 

On December 14, 1910, Frederick S. Brandenburg was married 
to Elsie Baragwanath, of Chicago. They have two children: Cath- 
erine Sarles, born in 1912, and William Baragwanath, born in 1916. 

Mr. Brandenburg, always deeply interested in civic matters, was 
one of the early members of the Rotary Club of Madison, president 
of the Madison Community Union for two years and has been for 
the past decade or more president of the Henry Vilas Park Zoolog- 
ical Society. In 1940 he. presented to the Madison Council of Girl 
Scouts a 120 acre tract of woodland and meadow, including a forty 
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acre spring-fed lake just north of Springfield Corners, some fifteen 
miles from Madison. Camp Brandenburg has developed year by 
year until several hundred girls enjoy camping there each summer. 


_ THE FORSBERG PAPER BOX COMPANY of Madison, now one of the 
important manufacturing enterprises of the city, was taken over . 


‘by the present firm from the Feldman Company in 1937. The busi- ’ 


ness was organized in 1918 for the manufacture of boxes, folding 
cartons and printed displays. It employs over two hundred people 
and sends its products to all the neighboring states. Its plant is 
thoroughly modern in all of its equipment and machinery and is 
now doing a very large business. The company operates under ar- 
ticles of incorporation; and its officers are: D. A. Forsberg, presi- 
dent; F. S. Brandenburg, vice president; Walter A. Frautschi, sec- 
retary; and Jerome J. Jones, treasurer. 


WILLIAM KOEHLER, who served for twenty-six and a half years 
as county clerk of Waukesha County, having been first elected in 
1917, was born in Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin, June 7, 1883, and 
is of the fourth generation of the family in this state. His great- 
grandfather, Abraham Koehler, came from Germany in 1854 with his 
family of four children and settled in Thiensville, this state, taking 
up their abode on a farm that is still in the possession of the family. 
One of the four children was Michael Koehler, who after reaching 
adult age married Emilie Kahnt. They were the parents of Frank 
Koehler, who was born in Ozaukee County, Wisconsin, and became 
a leading and prosperous business man of Menomonee Falls, where 
he dealt in agricultural implements. He also served as a member 
of the village board and was interested and helpful in the welfare 
of his community. He married Catherine Schunk, and they had a 
family of seven children. 

William Koehler, who was their eldest child, pursued his educa- 
tion in the public schools of Menomonee Falls and after completing 
the high school course entered Carroll Academy, from which he 
was graduated in 1902. He then joined his father in the implement 
business, In which he was engaged for some time. When only twenty- 
four years of age he was elected a member of the county board and 
served from 1907 to 1917. On December 38, 1917, he was appointed 
to the office of county clerk to fill a vacancy. At each bienniel period 
since then he has been returned to office by the voters because of 
his capability and faithfulness to duty. Between 1920 and 1923 he 
signed highway bonds to the amount of $3,800,000, most of which 
have since been retired. Something of the development of the county 
after he took over the office is shown in the fact that in his first 
year the Waukesha County tax levy amounted to $150,000, while 
in 1944 it was about $550,000. Mr. Koehler has always voted 
with the Republican party and has staunchly supported its prin- 
ciples. During the first World War he was secretary of the local 
draft board. 

Mr. Koehler married Clara Munz, of Pewaukee, a daughter of 
George and Albertina (Wiedinhoeft) Munz. Their children are: 
Franklin James, born October 10, 1923, who after graduation from 
the Waukesha high school entered the University of Wisconsin, where 
he was an honor student of the class of 1942. In World War II he 
served in the United States Navy with a rank of seaman first class. 
The younger son, John George, born August 26, 1927, is a student 
in the Waukesha high school, where he is an honor student. 
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Mr. Koehler was a member of Waukesha Lodge No. 37, F. A. M.; 
Waukesha Chapter No. 37, R. A. M.; Waukesha Council No. 29, 
R. S. M., and a member of the Order of Eastern Star No. 55 of 
Waukesha. 

Due to ill health Mr. Koehler resigned from his office May 9, 1944. 
At a meeting of the county board of supervisors held in Waukesha 
.the following resolution of respect was adopted: 

“Resolved, WHEREAS William Koehler, the capable and esteemed 
County Clerk of Waukesha County has because of illness tendered his 
resignation AND 

“WHEREAS his resignation, after careful consideration of this 
Board, was accepted with sincere regrets 

“THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED—that the Board of Super- 
visors of Waukesha County go on record in an expression of deep 
appreciation of the fine service which William Koehler rendered as 
County Clerk for over a quarter of a century. His sterling honesty, 
his tireless industry, his wonderful accuracy and efficiency and his 
wide knowledge of county affairs rendered his service invaluable 
and gave him acknowledged leadership among county officials of the 
state. His ready and kindly advice, his courtesy in dealing with 
the public and his forceful and striking personality made for him 
a place in the governmental affairs of the county which it will be 
very hard to fill.” 

It is with great sincerity that the supervisors of Waukesha County 
who have so long looked to William Koehler for guidance, wish him 
a speedy return to health and many years of vigor, happiness and 
usefulness and assure him he has won for himself an honored place 
in the records of the county and an enduring niche in the hearts of 
this community. 

Mr. Koehler died September 1, 1944. 


GRANT L. HILL, a life insurance executive who is director of 
agencies of The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company of 
Milwaukee, was born in Des Moines, Iowa, December 25, 1896, a 
son of John R. and Roxie (Beeson) Hill. John R. Hill, who was 
born in Canada of English ancestry, and his wife, the daughter of 
Byron Beeson, born in Iowa of English descent, now reside in Min- 
neapolis, Minnesota. 

Grant L. Hill received his early education in the public schools 
of Des Moines, Iowa, and Joliet, Illinois, later attending the Uni- 
versity of Illinois. In 1916 he entered the life insurance business 
in Minneapolis. On the entry of the United States into World War I 
Mr. Hill enlisted in the Marine Corps as a private and rose to the 
rank of first lieutenant while serving with the American Expedition- 
ary Forces in the Second Division, Fifth Marines, from 1917 to 1919. 

Following his service with the Army of Occupation he came back 
to the United States but soon returned to London, where he became 
manager of sales and exports for the Ingersoll Watch Company, Ltd., 
of London and continued in that position until 1923. On August 12, 
1920, he was married to Marcelle Thieren, of Antwerp, Belgium, 
whom he had met while serving as an officer in France. They have 
one son, Grant Beeson, a student who served as a paratrooper in 
the European theatre in World War II. 

In 1928 Mr. Hill returned to the United States, where he im- 
mediately returned to his chosen career, life underwriting in New 
York City, where he was production manager of one of the country’s 
largest general agencies. He resigned in 1929 to devote himself 
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entirely to personal production and became a member of the Million 
Dollar Round Table. In 1931 he became associated with the New 
York City general agency of The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance 
Company and remained there until 1933, when he was elected director 
of agencies of the company. He was one of the first two men in 
New York City to receive the Chartered Life Underwriter designa- 


_ tion in 1928 and is a director of the American College of Life Under- 


writers. He is chairman of the executive committee of the Life 
Agency Officers Association and a former chairman of the executive 
committee of the Life Insurance Sales Research Bureau. He is a 
member of the University and Milwaukee clubs of Milwaukee, a 
Mason and member of the Cudworth Post of the American Legion. 
He resides at 3947 North Lake Drive, Milwaukee. 


LESTER CONRAD LEE. Wisconsin has always been distinguished 
for the high rank of its bench and bar. Engaged in the practice of 
law in Madison are men of widely recognized ability, whose powers 
have been tested in intricate and involved litigation, both civil and 
criminal, and who have proven worthy of crossing swords in forensic 
combat with the ablest members of the profession in all the Middle 
West. This train of thought brings to mind the work of Lester 
Conrad Lee, who in fourteen years’ connection with the Madison 
bar has gained an enviable position through his work as advocate 
and counselor. 

Born at Cashton, Wisconsin, February 7, 1907, he is yet of an 
age when one may predict for him a thoroughly successful future 
by reason of what he has already accomplished. He is of Norwegian 
lineage. His grandparents, Joseph J. and Olive (Benrud) Lee, 
were natives of Norway and after coming to this country spent 
several days in Milwaukee and later a few days at Cashton, Wiscon- 
sin, before going on to Portland, Monroe County, where they took 
up their abode upon a farm. Joseph J. Lee was active in all the 
affairs that meant improvement and upbuilding for the community 
and he served as town chairman and as jury commissioner for a 
number of years. He was also very active in the Lutheran church. 
He has now reached the venerable age of ninety-six years, while 
his wife passed away at the age of eighty-eight in the spring of 
1944. They were the parents of nine children. Leonard is mentioned 
at length below. Helettie is the wife of Peter Peterson, a farmer of 
Monroe County, and who has distinguished himself in the raising 
of pure blood cattle. Ole is in the hardware business in Cashton. 
His claim to fame les in being included in Ripley’s famous column, 
“Believe It or Not,” for his name when written in capital letters, 
reversed and inverted becomes 387-370 and that has been the 
number assigned to him for many years by the Wisconsin Auto 
License Bureau. Emma married Henry Peterson, a brother of her 
sister’s husband, and they are successful farmers in Monroe County. 
Nora is the wife of Carl N. Homstead, owner of the Ford sales and 
service business in Cashton, where he has also been active in Monroe 
County politics and has held various public offices, being on the school 
board and the village board. John was farming in Portland, Monroe 
County, but is now deceased. Stella is the wife of Fred Andersen, 
onerator of an insurance agency at Cashton. Louis W. secured his 
M. D. degree at Northwestern University and is now practicing as 
a physician and surgeon of Denver, Colorado. Paul A., also a phy- 
sician and surgeon, received his professional degree from Marquette 
University and practiced at Viroqua, but is now located at Milwaukee. 
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Leonard Lee, son of Joseph J. and Olive (Benrud) Lee and father 
of Lester C. Lee, continued to make his home at Cashton and mar- 
ried Clara HMrickson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Bernt Erickson, who 
came from Voss, Norway, where they were farming people. On 
crossing the Atlantic they made their way to Monroe County, Wis- 
consin, settling near Melvina, where Mr. Erickson again engaged in 
farming. He served as county supervisor for a number of years and 
died at the age of seventy, while his wife reached the age of sixty 
years. He was a perfect specimen of the Norwegian viking type, 
with a flowing red beard and fine physique, and was said to have 
been a very handsome man. He held membership in the Lutheran 
church, as did his wife. As to the longevity of the Lee family, not 
only afe the grandparents of Lester C. Lee still living, but Joseph 
J. Lee came to the United States with two of his brothers and two 
sisters and all lived to be more than eighty years of age. The two 
brothers, Lars and Ole, together with one sister, located at Mankato, 
Minnesota, while the other sister remained in Monroe County. 
Leonard and Clara (Erickson) Lee were the parents of six children. 
Burton J. graduated from the University of Wisconsin School of 
Commerce and succeeded his father in the hardware business at 
Cashton. Earl R., deceased, was a graduate of the University of 
Wisconsin and received his M. D. degree from Temple University 
of Philadelphia and became prominent in medical circles in Denver, 
Colorado, where he was assistant medical officer of Fitzsimmons 
Soldiers Hospital, holding the rank of captain. Lester is mentioned 
at length below. Vernon S. is also a graduate of the University of 
Wisconsin and is now assisting his brother in the hardware business 
in Cashton. Arvid L., also a graduate of the University of Wis- 
consin, is now operating a modern dairy farm in Monroe County. 
Clarice E. is the wife of E. L. (Bud) Bessey, a newspaper publisher 
of Sparta, Wisconsin. 

Reared in Cashton, Lester C. Lee there mastered the branches of 
learning taught in the grades and in the high school and then 
enrolled as a law student in the University of Wisconsin, where he 
won his LL.B. degree at his graduation with the class of 19382. He 
was interested in debate. and in oratorical contests while there and 
also in athletics, and he became a member of two Greek letter fra- 
ternities, Phi Alpha Delta and Delta Pi Epsilon. He also was chosen 
vice president of the Inter-fraternal Council in 1928. 

In the year of his graduation he was admitted to the bar and had 
six months’ experience in the office of Vilas Rasmussen of Oconomo- 
woc, Wisconsin. Later in the same year, however, he came to 
Madison, where he practiced until 1936, when he formed a partner- 
ship with John Boesel, the son of Frank Boesel, who was on the 
faculty of the Law School of the University of Wisconsin for many 
years. In 1942 John Boesel joined the United States Army for 
service in the second World War and Stuart H. Becker subsequently 
~became associated with Mr. Lee. Mr. Becker is also serving as 
alderman of the city of Madison. Mr. Lee has now been active at 
the Madison bar for thirteen years, making continuous progress in 
his chosen profession. In addition thereto he is vice president of 
the Brooklyn State Bank and a member of its board of directors. 

Along strictly professional lines Mr. Lee is connected with the 
Dane County, Wisconsin State and American Bar associations. He 
is an honorary member of the Police Protective Association, having 
been voted into the order by the state organization for services 
rendered to the society, including the changing of the Home Rule 
Law in the State of Wisconsin, this coming about when he acted as 
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counsel for a case involving the Association in the Wisconsin 
Supreme Court. He became interested in their cause and has ren- 
dered other service to the society, which in turn acknowledged his 
helpfulness in making him an honorary member. 

Mr. Lee prides himself on his pure Norwegian blood and he has 
been made a member of Ygdrasil, a Norwegian Literary Society of 


‘Madison, which limits its membership to forty, and which was 


founded by Professor Julius E. Olson, and numbered among its 
members in the early years Ole Bull, the famous musician. He 
also belongs to the Sons of Norway and he is much interested in the 
work of the Young Men’s Christian Association and is serving on 
some of its committees. He is likewise connected with Masonry, in 
which he has attained the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite 
and is a member of Zor Temple of the Mystic Shrine. He also has 
membership in the Elks, Kiwanis and the Nakoma Golf Club, of 
which he is now serving as president. 

On the 26th of April, 1929, Mr. Lee married Eleanor Ruth Gil- 
bertson, daughter of George M. and Bertha Gilbertson, of Madison, 
and their four children are: Robert G., born July 26, 1930; Nancy 
Kay, born September 23, 1934; Sonja Ruth, born April 27, 1938; 
and Richard Conrad, born October 30, 1940. 


HARRY LEONARD MOSELEY. In the death of Harry Leonard Moseley 
Madison lost one of her best known, most prominent and representa- 
tive business men. He had been the owner of a book store here for 
many years, and a spirit of enterprise and progress characterized 
his interests at all times. He was born September 22, 1862, in the 
city in which he always resided and was of English lineage, tracing 
his ancestry back through many generations to John Moseley, a 
native of Kngland, where the name was originally spelled Modsley. 
He was born in the city of Lancaster and in 1630 he decided to estab- 
lish his home in the new world, arriving only ten years after the 
first settlement was made in New Hngland. He was made a freeman 
in 1639 and he died in 1661, his remains being laid to rest in the 
old burying ground at Dorchester, Massachusetts. His son, Joseph 
Modsley, married Abigail Root, and they were the parents of Abner 
Modsley, whose wife in her maidenhood was Elizabeth Lyman. They 
were the parents of Captain Joseph Moseley, who was responsible 
for the change in the spelling of the name and who married Hopeful 
Robbins. Through them the line of descent comes on down to John 
Moseley, who wedded Jerusha Benton. They were the great- 
grandparents of Harry Leonard Moseley and the parents of George 
Moseley, who was born in Glastonbury, Connecticut, in 1799. He 
wedded Mary Wright and their family included James EK. Moseley, 
the father of Harry Leonard Moseley. This son was born in Con- 
necticut, January 20, 1830, and came to Wisconsin to join his brother, 
Frank, who was a proprietor of a bookstore in Janesville, but on the 
advice of a friend, Mr. B. J. Stevens, prominent in the early history 
of Madison, he changed his plans and came to the capital, which 
was also the seat of the State University and therefore seemed to 
offer better opportunities for the conduct of a successful book busi- 
ness. He opened a store in the 200 block on Pinckney Street, where 
he remained for three years and then removed to a building which he 
erected east of the capitol. There he conducted his business for 
many years, beginning in 1858, and the store is today the oldest 
mercantile establishment in Madison. He married Flora Leonard, 
who, like her husband, was of English descent, her ancestry in this 
country being traced back to an early epoch in Colonial times. She 
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was born at Charlotte, North Carolina, in 1838, and was a daughter 
of Charles and Mary (Todd) Leonard, the former born in 1806, 
while his death occurred in 1883. His wife was also from Charlotte, 
North Carolina. Mr. and Mrs. James E. Moseley became the parents 
of six children: Sophie, who became Mrs. Edward Gilman, Harry L., 
Anna, Frank, Carolina and James. 

After completing a course of study in the Madison schools Harry 
L. Moseley continued his education in the University of Wisconsin, 
where he won his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1883 and where he 
finished a course in law in 1884 that brought him the LL. B. degree. 
It was his intention and desire to become a member of the bar, but 
about the time he finished his college work his father was planning 
an extended trip abroad for the benefit of his health and asked his 
son to take over the book business which he had established about 
thirty years before. Acceding to his father’s request, Harry L. 
Moseley abandoned the idea of practicing law and took charge of 
the bookstore, with which he remained continuously until his death. 
He carried a large and well selected stock, which he increased to meet 
the growing demands of the trade, and his progressive and thoroughly 
reliable methods brought him a very gratifying and_ profitable 
business. 

On the 8th of April, 1913, Mr. Moseley married Ada Sumner, a 
daughter of John Milton and Mary (Woodward) Sumner, the former 
a native of Manchester, England, while the mother was born in 
Madison. Mrs. Moseley was educated in the University of Wisconsin 
and in Northwestern University at Evanston, Illinois. By a previous 
marriage Mrs. Moseley has a daughter, Adeline, now the wife of Dr. 
Ralph Linton, the well known anthropologist of Columbia University. 
The family of John and Mary Sumner consisted of five children: 
Ada; Grace; Jane, who became the wife of Thomas A. Sonderson, 
prominent attorney of Sturgeon Bay; John D.; and Jessie, who mar- 
ried Dr. Damon A. Brown, of Madison, and had two children, Nancy 
and Cynthia. After his return from active service overseas in World 
War I, John D. Sumner, a brother of Mrs. Moseley, became a partner 
in the Moseley book store. 

The death of Mr. Moseley occurred October 14, 1942, when he 
had reached the age of eighty years. He was long a devoted and 
active member of the Presbyterian church and he served as secretary 
to the board of regents of the State University two years after grad- 
uation. His college fraternity was Chi Psi Chi and he was a charter 
member of the Madison Club and 2lso helped organize the Maple Bluff 
Golf Club. His interest centered in those activities which made for 
intellectual, moral and cultural progress and his life was a con- 
tributing factor to the advancement of his native city along those 
lines. Everywhere he was known he was highly respected for his 
sterling character, and his passing was a matter of deep regret 
' throughout Madison, where he had spent the eighty years of his life. 


C. WILLIAM SCHMIDT. Oshkosh lost one of her native sons and 
highly esteemed citizens when C. William Schmidt passed from this 
life on July 22, 1944, at the age of sixty-eight years, after having 
long been a well known figure in banking, Masonic and church circles 
in this city. He was born December 2, 1874, a son of Henry L. and 
Emma E. (Arnold) Schmidt, the latter also a native of Oshkosh and 
a daughter of Sixtus Arnold, who settled in Oshkosh at a very early 
period in the development of the city. The youthful days of C. W. 
Schmidt were devoted to the acquirement of a public schoo] education 
and he was pursuing his studies in the business college when at the 
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age of sixteen years he had the opportunity of securing a position in 
the German National Bank and entered upon what proved to be 
almost a lifetime connection with the banking interests of this city. 
He continued with the German National for about eight years and 
in April, 1908, became connected with the Commercial National 
Bank of Oshkosh, there remaining until 1919, when he entered the 


. First National Bank, with which he continued until his life’s labors 


were ended. During the last twenty-two years of that period he 
filled the responsible position of auditor, for which he was well quali- 
fied. He was an active member of the Milwaukee Conference of Bank 
Auditors and Comptrollers from the time of its organization until 
his demise, and he always held to the highest professional standards, 
enjoying the respect and confidence of all who knew him through 
business connections. 

Mr. Schmidt had two sisters, one of whom, Mrs. J. W. Kircher, 
preceded him in death only a few weeks, passing away June 10, 1944, 
the other being Mrs. Clarence J. Luck, of Oshkosh. His wife in her 
maidenhood was Miss Lola Magnussen, a daughter of John L. and 
Martha (Koehler) Magnussen, the father a merchant and traveling 
salesmen. His parents were Theodore and Wilhelmina (Euching) 
Magnussen, the grandfather of Mrs. Schmidt having been a veteran 
of the Civil War. Mrs. Martha Magnussen is still living and is’ 
enjoying perfect health at the age of eighty-three years. She is the 
mother of two daughters, Ruth and Mrs. Schmidt, the latter a gradu- 
ate of the State Normal School of Oshkosh. 

Mr. Schmidt was a loyal member of the Masonic fraternity, be- 
longing to Oshkosh Lodge No. 17, F. & A. M.; Tyrian Chapter No. 
15, R. A. M.; and Oshkosh Commandery No. 11, K. T. He was also 
a charter member of the Elks Lodge, to which he belonged for 
thirty-five years. His religious faith was that of Trinity Episcopal 
Church, in the work of which he was earnestly and helpfully inter- 
ested, serving as church treasurer and also as a member of the vested 
choir. He possessed sterling qualities of heart and mind and his 
predominant characteristics were such as endeared him to his business 
associates and his many friends as well as to those to whom he was 
related. 

Mrs. Schmidt, like her husband, is of the Episcopalian faith and 
is a past president of St. Catherine’s Guild of that church. She is 
also a member of the Order of the Eastern Star and is active in 
Red Cross work, lending her aid and influence to measures that 
contribute in substantial measure to the social and moral progress 
of the community in which she lives. 


Dr. Curtis A. EVANS, a distinguished surgeon of Milwaukee, also 


-widely known through his connection with Base Hospital No. 22 in 


the first World War, whereby he won the title of lieutenant colonel, 
was born in Wales, Wisconsin, April 20, 1879, his parents being 
Rowland Hill and Sarah (Alban) Evans. The father was born in 
Wales, British Isles, in 1828 and accompanied his parents to Ohio 
in 1888. He was of Welsh descent and after preparing for the min- 
istry of the Presbyterian church he preached for the Welsh commu- 
nities in Wales, Cambria and other sections of Wisconsin. His death 
occurred in Cambria, Columbia County, Wisconsin, in 1907. His 
wife, who was born in Ohio in 1888, at the little town of Gallion Fur- 
nace, died in Wisconsin in 1917. One of their sons, Silas Evans, is 
president of Ripon College of Ripon, Wisconsin. 

It was as a student in Ripon Academy and College that Doctor 
Evans completed his preliminary education in 1898. He gained his 
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Bachelor of Arts degree at the University of Michigan in 1902 and 
completed his medical course there in 1904, at which time his pro- 
fessional degree was conferred on him. For four years thereafter he 
was instructor of anatomy in the Wisconsin College of Physicians 
and Surgeons and was professor of anatomy from 1908 until 1912. 
In the latter year he became associate professor of surgery in Mar- 
quette University and continued in that connection until 1925. He 
has an extensive surgical practice and is senior partner in the firm 
of Evans & Eberbach. In addition he has done much hospital work. 
He has been chief of staff of Milwaukee Hospital for fourteen years, 
serving from 1928 until 1941, when he resigned, but has remained 
on the active surgical staff. He is consulting surgeon of the Johnson 
Emergency Hospital, a member of the surgical staff of Columbia 
Hospital and consultant surgeon of the Milwaukee Children’s Hos- 
pital. 

Doctor Evans rendered notable service professionally in the first 
World War. He became a lieutenant in the Reserve Corps, U.S. A., 
March 27, 1916, and was advanced to the rank of major August 23, 
1917, while on the 20th of August, 1918, he was promoted to lieu- 
tenant colonel. He acted as director and chief surgeon of Base Hos- 
pital No. 22 of the American Expeditionary Forces from 1917 to 
March 15, 1919, and in the latter year received the army’s citation. 
Vern V. Miller dedicated his history of Base Hospital No. 22 to Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Curtis A. Evans, saying: “He is the incarnation of 
all that our Army Hospital Unit stood for. Therefore I dedicate the 
following humble pages to the far vaster effort and to the modest 
humility of the guiding spirit of the subject of my book.” The doc- 
tor made two trips to Washington to urge that the unit, organized 
in Milwaukee, should be mobilized, and after that was done the unit 
left Milwaukee, arriving at Camp Merritt, New Jersey, May 21, 1918, 
and on the 3d of June sailed for France, arriving at Bordeaux June 
20, 1918. For his work with the army Doctor Evans received the 
following citation: “For exceptional meritorious and conspicuous 
services at Base Hospital No. 22, France, American Expeditionary 
Forces, in testimony thereof, and as an expression of appreciation 
of these services, | award him this citation. (Signed) John J. Per- 
shing, Commander in Chief.” In France Doctor Evans was made 
chief of operating team No. 82, serving from September 1, 1918, 
to October 30, at Evacuation Hospital No. 8 on the St. Mihiel and 
Argonne front. This team had the distinction of being one of six 
which in ten hours’ working time achieved a world-wide record for 
serious operations, handling two hundred and ten operative cases. 
Colonel Evans returned to Base Hospital No. 22 on October 29th 
and resumed his duties as chief of the surgical service. In 1929 
he was made a member of the Order of the Purple Heart. Since 
1937 -his picture has hung in the rooms of the Wisconsin Historical 
Society in Madison. 

Doctor Evans is a member of the Founders Group of the Amer- 
ican Board of Surgery and he belongs to the Milwaukee Surgical 
Society, of which he was president in 1921 and in 1922 was president 
of the Milwaukee Academy of Medicine. He has membership in the 
American Medical Association and is a fellow of the American Col- 
lege of Surgeons, in which he has been serving on the board of gov- 
ernors since 1925—a fact indicative of his high position among the 
leading surgeons of the country. He is a member of Phi Rho Sigma 
and Phi Gamma Mu, belongs to the University Club and Rotary 
Club of Milwaukee and has membership in the Congregational 
church. 
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On the 24th of June, 1908, Doctor Evans married Miss Nellie S. 
Schwartzburg, who was born in Milwaukee, a daughter of Henry 
Schwartzburg, member of one of the early pioneer families of North 
Milwaukee, which in the early days was called Schwartzburg. Doctor 
and Mrs. Evans became parents of three sons and a daughter. The 
eldest, Robert Curtis, a graduate of Ripon College and now assistant 
general superintendent of the Carnation Milk Company in Oconomo- 
woc, married Nancy Noble, a native of Green Bay, Wisconsin, and 
they have two children, Emily and Edward. John Alban, a graduate 
of Ripon College, who pursued an engineering course at Purdue 
University in Lafayette, Indiana, is now with the armed forces, 
holding the rank of captain in the Signal Corps. Edward sSifton, 
twin brother of John Alban, was killed in an automobile accident 
in 1987. He, too, was a graduate of Ripon College and at the time of 
his death was in his second year in the University of Wisconsin 
Medical School. Nancy Janes Evans, the only daughter, is a grad- 
uate of Kemper Hall, of Kenosha, Wisconsin, and is now in ‘her sec- 
ond year at Wellesley College at Wellesley, Massachusetts. Doctor 
and Mrs. Evans maintain their home at 2914 East Newberry boule- 
vard in Milwaukee and the Doctor has his office at 324 East Wiscon- 
sin Avenue. 


EDWARD J. VANDERWALL. On the roster of Wisconsin’s public 
officials appears the name of Edward J. Vanderwall, who is ably 
filling the office of director of the State Conservation Department, 
and whose long connection with work of this character well qualifies 
him for the duties and responsibilities that now devolve on him. 
He was born at Phillips, Wisconsin, February 11, 1902, a son of 
Edward and Elizabeth (Balink) Vanderwall, both of whom were 
natives of Holland. They preceded their parents to the United States 
and settled at Phillips some time after the Civil War and before 
the railroad had been built through that section, which was a thickly 
wooded district, very little of the land having been cleared for 
farming purposes. Phillips is situated in Price County, which still 
remains a paradise for the hunter and sportsman. The paternal 
parents soon followed and Edward Vanderwall, the father, established 
a hotel and restaurant business at Phillips, which he conducted 
throughout the remainder of his life. The maternal grandfather of 
Edward J. Vanderwall, Johan Tobias Balink, died in Holland, after 
which his widow came to the United States with one daughter, three 
other children having preceded her. One son was still in Holland at 
the opening of war. They settled in Wisconsin and Oregon. 

Edward J. Vanderwall is the youngest of his parents’ family of 
five children, the others being: Harriet, the widow of Ira A. Kenyon, 
of Mellen, Wisconsin; Josephine, now Mrs. Arthur Zimmerman, of 
Atlantic City, New Jersey; Christine, deceased; and Ralph J., of 
Baraboo. Having finished a course in the grade and high schools 
of Phillips, Edward J. entered the engineering school of the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin. Upon the death of his parents he found it 
necessary to leave school temporarily. Later he entered Ripon Col- 
lege, which conferred on him the Bachelor of Philosophy degree at 
his graduation in 1924. For four years he engaged in teaching in 
Waukesha County, and subsequently established and operated a fur 
farm in Ashland County, continuing in the business until he entered 
the state’s employ at Mellen in 1929. In 1930 he was made a ranger 
in Ashland County and in the fall of 1931 was advanced to the posi- 
tion of district ranger for the district including Douglas and Bayfield 
counties. In June of 1933 he was appointed superintendent of the 
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state forestry camp of the Civilian Conservation Corps at Brule and 
in November was made co-ordinator of conservation projects for 
northwestern Wisconsin in cooperation with the Civil Works Admin- 
istration. He was then appointed supervisor of the northwest forest 
area and in August, 1934, he was appointed chief forest ranger of 
the state. In June, 1942, he was made acting deputy director of the 
‘State Conservation Department, and in October of the same year 
was advanced to the position of director, in which capacity he is 
now serving to the satisfaction of the general public, who recognize 
in him a trustworthy and efficient official. He therefore now makes 
his home in Madison, where he enjoys the respect and esteem of 
all with whom he has been brought in contact. 

Before coming to the capital he was a member of the Junior 
Chamber of Commerce and the Civic and Commercial clubs of Toma- 
hawk. He is a member of the American Society of Foresters and 
in Masonie circles he has attained the thirty-second degree of the 
Scottish Rite Consistory. He likewise has membership in the Con- 
gregational church and his interests have ever been those that make 
for honorable and upright manhood and substantial citizenship. 

Mr. Vanderwall married Mrs. Pearl (Webster) Percy, of Brule, 
who had a son by her earlier marriage, Hugh, born June 7, 1929, now 
a freshman in the Madison Junior high school. Mr. and Mrs. Vander- 
wall have two children: Edward Jr., born January 14, 1937, and 
Elizabeth, born June 9, 1944. 


WEsT ALLIS PuBLic LiprAry. At the corner of Orchard and 
Seventy-fifth streets stands the West Allis Public Library, an insti- 
tution of which the city has every reason to be proud, for its record 
is one of steady development and increasing usefulness and value 
to the community. Many years ago the initial steps were taken 
when a tiny library was started in what was then the village of 
North Greenfield. Civic minded people recognized the value of a 
public library to the district and a few books were collected, which 
were placed on shelves in the local stores or in the post office and 
handed out for local distribution. It was not until 1907 that the 
first official library board was created for West Allis, at which time 
J. B. Brisbane, now deceased, was elected president of the board, 
while Mrs. E. L. Douville, who has also since passed away, was 
chosen secretary. Her parents were among the very first settlers 
in this section and had taken a helpful interest in matters vital to 
the welfare of the community. Not long after the organization of 
the library board it was found that the few shelves of books, then 
housed in the Conrad drug store, needed more space, and a more 
favorable location was sought. At that time on the school site at 
Seventy-first Avenue and National Avenue stood an old building 
which had been used as a school barracks previous to the building 
of the Lincoln school, and the library board secured permission to 
use this. The ground floor was equipped to house the library, while 
the second floor was to be used by the Woman’s Club, which had 
been largely responsible for the library movement, having contrib- 
uted many volumes and otherwise co-operating with and promoting 
the project. 

Through much of the early period of its existence Miss Edna 
Phillips, now deceased, acted as librarian and assisted in creating 
public interest in the work. During the period when A. H. Me- 
Micken was president of the board he promoted negotiations with 
the Carnegie Foundation whereby a donation of $15,000 was secured 
for the erection of the building. The city council and many public- 
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spirited citizens co-operated loyally in securing a site and in obligat- 
ing the city to an annual appropriation to support the library. These 
combined activities led to the erection of the library building at 
what was then the corner of Sixty-seventh Avenue and Elm Street, 
but is now Orchard and Seventy-fifth Street. Not only did the 
committee succeed in having the building erected, but they also 
purchased furniture and other necessary equipment, bought shrub- 
bery and had the grounds attractively landscaped. 

Progressive townsmen stood loyally by the project in raising 
funds for the purchase of books, and the library was formally dedi- 
cated in 1915, W. E. Jillison becoming the first librarian in the 
new building. He was succeeded by Miss Winnefred Bailey, who 
served as librarian from 1917 to 1934. The librarians who have 
followed Miss Bailey are: Willard O. Mishoff, 19384-1936; Miss Grace 
Cotts, 1936-1937; and Mrs. Grace Atherton Lofgren, 1937-1943. 

The present librarian, Miss Helen L. Lincoln, has served as 
librarian since 1943, and has been connected with the library since 
1941. She was graduated from Jamestown College, Jamestown, 
North Dakota, and received her Bachelor of Library Science degree 
from the University of Wisconsin in 1939. 

The present library board consists of Charles E. Warner, presi- 
dent; Mrs. Erna M. Zimmer, secretary, with Mrs. H. G. Loewenbach, 
Mrs. L. L. Wangerin, Anthony J. Udisches, and Frank Trushinski 
as trustees, together with Harry B. Nash, superintendent of schools, 
as a member ex-officio. 

The growth of the city has found expression in the steady devel- 
opment and improvement of the library. There are two branches, 
the East End Branch and the West End Branch. When material 
and labor are again available following the end of the war, the 
library board and the common council have made plans to construct 
an addition which will double the size of the Main Library. A new 
library for the East End Branch, to replace the present rented 
quarters, is also included in the city’s planning program. With these 
improved facilities, the library will be better able to continue and 
to improve its record of usefulness and value to the community. 


GEORGE W. COAKLEY is the vice president and general manager 
of the Coakley Brothers Company, conducting a storage business 
and the moving of household goods, with three large storage ware- 
houses in Milwaukee, while their main offices are located at 401-402 
North Second Street. Since joining this organization as a young 
lad he has been active in the development of the business which now, 
under his management, is one of the largest of the kind in the city. 
Mr. Coakley was born in Milwaukee, February 22, 1894, and his 
parents, George and Mary (Brennan) Coakley, were also natives of 
this city. The father, who was born in 1860, and died here in 1936, 
was a son of Timothy Coakley, who was born in Ireland and came 
to the United States in 1830, making his way directly to Wisconsin, 
which was then under territorial rule. He was one of the early 
school teachers of the state, and after a residence of seventy years 
in Wisconsin passed away in Milwaukee in 1900. 

George Coakley, father of George W. Coakley, was reared and 
educated in the city in which he spent his entire life and in 1888 he 
established the moving business, which was first conducted under 
the name of the Lightning Messenger & Express Company, occupy- 
ing a very small room on West Wisconsin Avenue where the Riverside 
Theater now stands. They used two horsedrawn wagons and Mr. 
Coakley has in his possession the picture of the two, which are in 
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marked contrast to the great streamlined motor trucks which they 
use today. The business was incorporated in 1905, under the name 
of the Coakley Brothers Company, at which time George Coakley 
withdrew, for in 1889 he had started the Milwaukee Handsome Cab 
Company, a picturesque business with its horsedrawn cabs and 
tallyho, the latter being the first in Milwaukee. Charles H. and 
‘William Coakley, bothers of George, continued the business and in 
time were joined by the present manager, George W. Coakley, while 
his father devoted his attention to his other business interests. 

George Coakley married Mary Brennan, who was born in Mil- 
waukee, a daughter of Thomas and Catherine (Murphy) Brennan. 
Her father was active in political and civic affairs in Milwaukee in 
pioneer times in the Third ward, and, like the Coakleys, the Brennan 
family has been represented in Wisconsin long before the admission 
of the state to the Union, each family doing its share to promote the 
upbuilding and progress of the community. Unto George and Mary 
(Brennan) Coakley were born five children, three of whom are 
living: George W.; Charles H., a department manager and super- 
intendent with the Coakley Brothers Company; and Mrs. Henry A. 
Field, living at Wisconsin Dells. 

In the schools of Milwaukee George W. Coakley acquired a high 
school and Spencerian Business College education, but when sixteen 
years of age joined his uncles in the Coakley Brothers Company and 
has since been continuously connected with the business, in which 
he has been the moving factor since the death of his uncles. He is 
today the vice president and the general manager of the business, 
which has been developed into one of the largest enterprises of the 
kind in the state. This was the first company in Milwaukee to use 
motor trucks, and at all times the company has kept abreast of the 
times in the matter of equipment and facilities. It now has three 
very large fireproof warehouses: one, a six-story building, on Pros- 
pect at North Avenue; an eight-story building on Second and West 
Fowler streets; another, an eight-story building of extensive propor- 
tions on Wisconsin Avenue at Thirty-eighth street. Their plant ex- 
presses the last word in connection with moving and storage, and the 
company is affiliated with the National Warehouse Association and 
has business connections in all cities. 

Mr. Coakley married Catherine Guy, a native of Milwaukee and 
a member of one of the very early families here. Her parents were 
Richard and Margaret (Daley) Guy, the father now deceased, while 
the mother lives in Hartland, Wisconsin, with Mr. and Mrs. Coakley. 
Mr. Coakley is a member of the Milwaukee Athletic Club, the Associa- 
tion of Commerce, the Traffic Club, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
American Legion and Knights of Columbus. He finds his recreation 
in outdoor sports, particularly baseball and boxing. When in high 
school he played baseball, later was a member of the semi-pro teams 
and Business Men’s team, and has always maintained his interest 
in the game. 


WILLIAM OSBORN GOODRICH is an honored citizen and capitalist 
of Milwaukee who has been not only connected with the business 
development of the city for many years but has also been an active 
factor in the civic and cultural development of the city, particularly 
prominent in musical circles. A native son of Milwaukee, he was 
born in December, 1862, and is one of the eighth generation of the 
Goodrich family in America. The family was found in England at 
a very early age, the earliest authentic record being of the date 
1204. Goodrich Castle, the ancestral seat of the family, was located 


~ _ _ ~~ » o~ . 
- -h-- 2 > - . a ‘ , - 
i . < 2 - - - a} —_ = a 
— “ - “ _- ‘ 
; . ~ y * - + S 
° ~ e - * wn v le wc 
* : “ . - - : & 
‘ ’ - or * - { 
- ‘ ~ - - < 
. - » 2 ~ = - “ 7 
. - wn ue . ~ 
= ‘ poe ~ - 
” Ne ~ - 2 . 
— . “ . - ay 
~ —" y : 
= ‘ - . a ~ : - ots 
- é - s : — 
: . — " a 
a bs ‘ - e — a 
~- - F « > 
/ aan *. a: Sa ~ . . 
— \ + 7 S eank 7 < - 
s - 
“ ~ % 
“ < - “ 
~ 
‘ 
a > - 
‘ sf - ~ 


ae ae . 
r~ r - 
—— 
~~ = 
ve - 
. « 
ane e on 
~ ace , 
* - ‘ 
? + . 
~ d ~_ ent - 
ry we 
« 
“ bn 
> 
2 


. - 
vi 
‘ 
ea 
a - 


a tas 
—— 
= 7 


wees 


a 


4 


Wi dee 
ie ‘ 
# hy My i 7 
v4 


i) ae Nad a 
bine Lt. ly oct 


4 
Het 


pte Woe 

WA Wak oh ately 

ri { qt H 
uy 


3 4 i a Aaa Pi pad 
ced dA adit Hit PUR MU RL We ay ih 
vei ny rae a wepsaek 

; sk yt! ; ake PAU DE ALG Sc i" } 


es Ws Ky 


tee hog 
: Ca a re 
4 ‘ ary afi 


Op aot Wate 
Wiffle tipo 
Hh Mae 99 é 


Wo abut 
N44 
Wet 


COUN Ares tp 
Hae Net My tea Giddens iy edt et 


ba 


Ree Erg 
Uta cn 44 


Be trey 
M bay { 
£ 3% Fitrp io mh ba ta 
WH ek os PMN AUR she 
Ce tare ai rick OF), Bak siete 


Hip 
bbe 


; CGN eH 
Ui PPA ie ry re Het" ) ene det 
WOE TAS mat cht BA BS fab. gh te oe aa Voy wet 

TES aL vant ENGL a $ MMB ek f eee 


ye ee 
Wai a) 
hh 


ht ; 

URL hae fr 

Peta 
Nai 


: iy 
aA AEC 2A 

hs i 4 faci ny hy 

ae a ant citi 


f 
“i 1 


ue 


fi 
wet Atri t 
Hs eines 0 cule 

' 


VAG Wier ig 

HEH Bot eg 

ota fs 
fe pe 


HB ee 
i 
or 


ah fy 


' 
’ 
Cie eo an 


